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ADVERTISEMENT, 


1  HE  Proprietors  of  this  Work  refpe6ifull  j 
iDfomi  the  Public  tl»t  the  Edition  now  offered 
to  their  acceptance  has  been  many  years  in 
contemplation^  but  has  been  delayed  by  par- 
ticular oircumstenoeB  which  they  oould  neither 
toftelee,  nor  prevent,  and  which  it  cannot  be 
neceflary  to  detaiU 

It  contains  the  Poetical  Works  of  Dryden^ 
with  notes  left  for  publication  by  the  late  re- 
verend and  learned  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton,  witli 
feme  alfo  by  his  fon  the  Reverend  John 
Warton,  and  others  with  which  they  have 
been  favoured  by  Mr.  Warton's  and  their 
literary  friends.  A  feleflion  has  aJfo  been 
made  of  notes  in  the  edition  publilhed  by  the 
late  Mr.  Derrick,  and  Dr.  Johnfon's  admira- 
ble Life  of  Dryden  is  prefixed ;  than  which, 
as  Mr.  Malone  has  obferved,  *^  a  more  beauU- 

Ail  and  judicious  piece  of  criticifm  perhaps  has 

a2 


ADVERTISEMENT, 

not  appeared  fince  the  days  of  Ariflotle/* 
To  the  whole  is  added  a  copious  Index. 

It  may  be  proper  to  ftate  th^t  the  text  of  the 
prefent  edition  is  not  a  jnere  copy  of  that  edited 
by  Mr.  Derrick,  and  pubUflied  by  Tonfon 
in  1 7&0,  but  has  derived  advantage  from  col- 
lation ;  and  from  the  addition  of  feveral  pieces 
feleGted  from  the  poet's  dramatic  works.  Some 
omiffions  have  alfo  been  made,  which  it  is 
prefumed,  will  not  be  regretted. 

The  work  is  printed  in  an  uniform  fize  with 
the  four  volumes  of  Dryden's  Profe  Works 
edited  by  Mr.  Malone,  and  together  compre* 
hend  the  moft  interefting  parts  of  this  eminent 
writer's  works. 

Prober,  1811, 
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ADDENDA. 


The  following  Notes  vere  received  too  late  to  be  inferted  in  their 

proper  places.    • 

Vol.  I.  p.  1.  After  Mr.  Malone's  note,  add^  On  examining 
(he  Lacryma  Musarum,  it  ihould  feem  that  Mr.  Collins  was 
led  into  an  error  concerning  the  numher  of  elegies  on  the  death 
of  Lord  Haflings,  hy  glancing  his  eye  on  the  Table  of  Con- 
tents, in  which  the  laS  elegy  has  a  reference  to  p«98 ;  which  he 
haftily  fuppofed  was  the  numher  of  elegies  in  the  book. 

p.  246 1.  S95,  His  hand  a  vare  ofjufiice  did  uphold]  Doubts 

have  been  entertained  concerning  the  word  Vare  in  this  line, 
whicii  fome  perfons  have  fuppofed  an  error  of  the  prefs ;  and 
Derrick  fubftituted  vase  for  Lt«  But  the  text  is  perfectly  cor- 
real, and  VARE  is  the  true  reading ;  the  meaning  of  which  un- 
common word  is  afcertained  by  the  following  palTagc  in  How« 
ell's  Letters,  p.  161,  edit.  1728,  which  has  boon  commuui. 
cated  by  James  Bofwell,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  £fq.  ^ 

**  He  [the  Spaniard]  is  wonderfully  obedient  to  government; 
for  the  proudeft  Don  of  Spain,  when  he  is  prancing  upon  his 
ginet  in  the  ftreet,  if  an  alguazil  (a  ferjeant)  (hew  him  his 
VARE,  that  is,  a  little  white  (laiTehe  carrieth  as  a  badge  of  his 
office,  my  Don  will  prefently  off  his  horfe,  and  yield  himfelf  his 
prifoner.*' 

Vara  in  Spaniib  iignifies  a  wand.  In  a  note  on  one  of  Dry- 
/den's  Profe  Pieces,  'Air.  Malone  has  obferved,  that  he  was  a 
great  reader  of  Spanifli  authors. 

Vol.  I.  p.  400.  Dr.  Warton's  authority  for  calling  Dryden's 
young  friend  by  the  name  of  Hampden  is  probably  derived  from 
Derrick's  affcrtion ;  for  which  there  appears  no  authority  i  the 
initials  of  this  young  friend  being  given  as  H.  D. 

Vol.  III.  p.  41.  The  name  of  its  author  being  wholly  ib/?,]  Not 
fo :  for,  as  Mr.  Malone  has  obferved,  Boccace  alluded  to  the 
^hefeida^  which  was  written  by  himfelf.  See  Malone's  Life, 
ftc^.of  Dryden,  vol.  iii.  p.  641. 
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LIFE  OF    DRYDEN, 


BT 


DR,    JOHNSON. 


\wIF  the  great  poet  ^ivhofe  life  t  am  about  to  delineate,  the 
curiofity  which  hi»  reputation  muft  excite  will  require  a  dis- 
play more  ample  than  can  now  be  given.  His  contempora- 
ries, however  they  reverenced  his  genius,  left  his  life  unvrrit- 
ten ;  and  notkung  therefore  can  be  known  beyond  what  cafual 
mention  and  uncertain  tradition  have  fupplied* 

John  Drydbn  was  bom  Auguft  9^  1631  *,  at  Aldwin- 
kle  near  Oundle,  the  fon  of  Erafinus  Dryden  of  Titchmerih ; 
who  was  the  third  fon  of  Sir  Erafmus  Dryden,  baronet,  -of 
Canons  Aihby.  All  thefe  places  are  in  Northamptonilure ; 
but  the  origmal  ftock  of  the  family  was  in  the  coonty  of  Hun« 
nngdon  "f*. 

He  is  reported  by  his  laft  biographer.  Derrick,  to  have  in- 
herited from  his  father  an  eftate  of  two  hundred  a  year,  and 
to  have  been  bred,  as  was  faid,   an  Anabaptift*     For  either 

*  Mr.  Maione  has  lately  proved  that  there  is  no  fatisfadory  endenee  for 
this  date.  The  inicription  on  Dryden's  monnment  ftys  only  iiafw  16St.. 
See  Maioae's  Life  of  Dryden,  prefixed  to  his  <*  Critieal  and  SCfcellaoieoitf 
Pnrfc  Works."    p.  5.  note.  C. 

t  Of  Comberland.    Ibid.  p.  10.  C. 
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ir  LIFE  OF  DRYBEN. 

of  thefe  particulars  no  authority  is  given.  Such  a  fortune 
ought  to  have  fecured  him  from  that  poverty  which  feems  al* 
ways  to  have  opprefled  him ;  or,  if  h«  had  wafted  it^  to  have 
made  him  afliamed  of  publifhing  his  neceffities.  But  though 
he  had  many  enemies^  who  undoubtedly  examined  his  life 
with  a  (crutiny  fuflSciently  malicious^  I  do  not  remember  that 
he  is  ever  charged  with  wafte  of  his  patrimony.  He  was  in* 
deed  fometimes  reproached  for  his  firft  religion.  I  am  there- 
fore inclined  to  believe  that  Derrick^  intelligence  was  partly 
true,  and  partly  erroneous  *• 

From  Wefiminfter  School^  where  he  was  inftruded  as  one 
of  the  King's  Scholars  by  Dt.  Buiby,  whom»  he  long  after 
continued  to  reverence^  he  was  in  1650  eleded  to  one  of  the 
Weftminfter  fcholarihips  at  Cambridge '(r. 

Of  his  fchool  performances  has  appeared  only  a  poem  oo 
the  dea&  of  Lord  Haftings^  compofed  with  great  ambition 
of  fuj^b  conceits  as>  notwithftanding  the  reformation  begiitv 
by  Waller  aqd  Penham^  the  exiwaple  ef  Cowley  ftill  kept  m 
reputation*  I^ord  Haftings  died  of  the  &naU  pox ;  and  his 
poet  h9»  inade  of  the  puftules  £r^  rofobuds^  and  thq;!  gen*  ^ 
^t  laft  he  exaltft  them  into  ftars ;  vui  %s^. 

No  eomet  need  foretell  his  change  drew  on^ 
Whofe  corpfe  might  feem  a  conftellation. 

At  die  umverfity  he  does  not  appear  ta  have  been  eager  of 
poetical  diftinCUouj  o;:  to  have  bviflied  hi9  earlj  vidt  either  oa 
fictitious  fubjeCU  of  public^  occafioii9«  H«  probably  confi*^ 
dered,  that  he,  who  propofed  to  be  an  author^  ov^ht  fiift  to 
be  a  ftudeQt  He  obtained,  whatever  was  the  reafon^  no  fel- 
lowihip  in  t)ie  Collie*    ^hy  h^  w%8  ei^cMed  cannot  aovp 


*  Mr^  Derrick*!  Life  of  Dryden  was  prefixed  to  a  reiy  beaatifol  and  coiw 
sea  edition  of  Driden*s  Mifcetlaais^  pabliiM  hy  the  Tenfiuu  ia  17<%  4 
vok-STOk  I>enick'apait>however»nM  poorlj  e»eomod»  and  tho  «dilio9 
^•vef  became  popnlav*    C* 

f  Ho  went  off  to  Trini^  Cbllege»  and  wa^adodtted  to  a  Bacfaelor'i  Dt» 
pee  in  Jan.  l6S5*4t  and  ia  1657  waa  oMwie  iLA*    €. 
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he  icoowiii  and  it  is  Tun  to  gueb ;  had  he  thought  hhnfelf 
injured,  he  knew  how  to  complain.  In  the  life  of  Plutarch 
lie  mentions  his  education  in  the  College  with  gratitude; 
but>  in  a  prologue  at  Oxford^  he  has  thefe  lines : 

Oxford  to  him  a  dearer  name  ftiall  be 
Than  his  own  rootber-univerfity  ; 
Thebes  did  his  rude,  unknowing  youth  engage ; 
He  choofes  Athens  in  his  riper  age. 

It  was  not  till  the  death  of  Cromwell^  in  1658^  that  h* 
became  a  public  candidate  for  fame^  by  publiihing  Heroic 
Stanzas  on  the  late  Lord  ProteSor ;  which^  compared  with 
the  verfes  of  Sprat  and  Waller  on  the  fame  occafiouj  wer^ 
fuffident  to  raife  great  expefbitions  of  the  rifing  poet. 

When  the  King  was  reftored^  Dryden^  like  the  other  pa« 

negyriRs  of  ufurpation^  changed  his  opinion^  or  his  profef&on, 

and  publiihed  Astbba  Redux  ;   apoem  on  the  happy  £e« 

Jloration  and  Return  of  his  moft  facred  Majejly  King 

Charles  the  Second* 

The  reproach  of  ineonflancy  was^  on  this  occaiiop^  fliared 
with  fuch  numbers^  that  it  produced  neither  hatred  nor  dis- 
grace I  if  he  changed,  he  changed  with  the  nation.  It  was, 
howe?eo  not  totally  foi^otten  when  his  reputation  raiied  him 
enemies. 

The  fiune  year  he  praifed  the  new  King  in  a  fecond  poem 
on  his  reftoration.    In  the  Astrea  was  the  line. 

An  homdjilln^  firft  imaies  the  ear, 
And  in  that  filence  we  a  tempeit  fear-^ 

for  which  he  was  perfecuted  with  perpetual  ridicule,  perhaps 
with  more  than  was  deferred.  Silence  is  indeed  mere  priva- 
tion ;  and,  lb  confidered,  cannot  invade;  but  privation  like- 
wife  certainly  is  darknrfs,  and  probably  cold ;  yet  poetiy  has 
never  been  refiifed  the  right  of  afcribing  effefis  or  agency  to 
them  as  to  pofitive  powav.  No  man  feruples  to  lay  that 
darknrfs  hinders  him  from  his  work ;  or  that  co^d  has  killed 
die  plmits.    Death  is  alio  privation ;  yet  who  has  made  my 

aS 
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difficulty  of  affigning  to  Death  a  dart  and  the  power  of 
ftrikiiig  ? 

In  fettling  the  order  of  his  works  there  is  fome  difficulty ; 
for,  even  when  they  are  important  enough  to  be  formaUy 
offered  to  a  patron,  he  does  not  commonly  date  his  dedica- 
tion ;  the  time  of  writing  and  publifliing  is  not  always  the 
fame ;  nor  can  the  firil  editions  be  eafily  found,  if  even  from 
them  could  be  obtained  the  neceflary  information*. 

The  time  at  which  his  firft  play  was  exhibited  is  not  cet* 
tainly  known,  becaufe  it  was  not  printed  till  it  was,  Ibme 
years  afterwards,  altered  and  revived ;  but  fince  the  plays  are 
faid  to  be  printed  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  written, 
from  the  dates  of  fome,  thofe  of  others  may  be  inferred ;  and 
thus  it  may  be  collected,  that  in  1663,  in  the  thirty-fecond 
year  of  his  life,  he  commenced  a  writer  for  the  ftage;  com- 
pelled undoubtedly  by  necelfity,  for  he  appears  never  to  have 
loved  that  exercife  of  his  genius,  or  to  have  much  pleafed 
himfelf  with  his  own  dramas. 

Of  the  ftage,  when  he  had  once  invaded  it,  he  kept  poi^ 
feffion  for  many  years ;  not  indeed  without  the  competition 
of  rivals  who  fometimes  prevailed,  or  the  cenfure  of  criticks, 
which  was  often  poignant  and  often  juft ;  but  with  fuch  a  de» 
gree  of  reputation  as  made  him  at  lead  fecure  of  being  heard, 
whatever  might  be  the  final  determination  of  the  pubKck. 

His  firft  piece  was  a  comedy  called  the  Wild  Gallant.  He 
began  with  no  happy  auguries ;  for  his  performance  vma  (o 
much  difapproved,  that  he  was  compelled  to  recal  it,  and 
change  it  from  its  imperfe3;  ftate  to  the  form  in  which  it  now 
appears,  and  which  is  yet  fufficiently  defective  to  vindicate  tho 
criticks. 

I  wiih  that  there  were  no  neceffity  of  following  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  theatrical  fame,  or  tracing  the  meanders  of  his 
mind  through  the  whole  feries  of  his  dramatick  perfotmances; 
it  will  be  fit,  however,  to  enumerate  them,  and  to  take  efpe* 

*  The  order  of  his  plays  has  baca  acourately  afcertai&ed  bj  Mr.  Mii* 
iaocC. 
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'tial  notice  of  thofe  that  are  diftiriguiflied  by  any  peculiarity^ 
intriafick  or  concomitant ;  for  the  compofition  and  fate  of 
eight-and-twenty  dramas  include  too  much  of  a  poetical  life 
to  be  omitted. 

In  1664^  he  publiflied  the  Rival  LadieSj  which  he  dedi- 
cated to  the  Earl  of  Orrery^  a  man  of  high  reputation  both 
as  a  writer  and  as  a  ftatefman.  In  this  play  he  made  his 
effay  of  dramatick  rhyme^  which  he  defends^  in  his  dedica- 
tion^ with  itifficient  certainty  of  a  favourable  hearing ;  for 
Orrerf  was  himfelf  a  writer  of  rhyming  tragedies. 

He  then  joined  with  Sir  Robert  Howard  in  the  Indian 
Quten,  a  tr^ge^y  in  rhyme.  The  parts  whifh  j^ithgr  of  them 
wrote  are  not  difljnguiihed. 

Tbe  Indian  Emperor  was  publiflied  in  1667.  It  is  a  tra- 
gedy in  rhyme^  intended  for  a  fequel  to  Hotpard^s  Indian 
Quten*  Of  this  connefUcoi  nojtice  was  given  ;to  the  audience 
by  printed  bills,  diftributed  9t  tbe  door;  an  expedient  fup»' 
pofed  to  be  ridiculed  in  the  Rehearfal,  where  Bayes  tells 
how  many  reams  he  has  printed,  to  inftiU  into  the  audience 
/ome  conception  of  his  plot. 

In  this  play  is  the  defcripdon  of  Night,  which  Rymer  has 
jnade  famous  by  preferring  it  to  thofe  of  all  other  poets* 

Tbe  pra£Uce  of  making  tragedies  in  rhyme  was  introduced 
ibon  after  the  Reftpration,  as  it  feems  by  the  Earl  of  Orrery, 
in  compliance  with  the  opinion  of  Charles  the  Second,  who 
had  formed  his  tafte  by  the  French  theatre;  and  Dryden, 
who  wrote,  and  made  no  difficulty  of  declaring  that  he  wrote 
.only  to  pleafe,  and  who  perhaps  knew  that  by  his  dexterity 
of  verfification  he  was  more  likely  to  excel  others  in  rhyme 
tfian  without  it,  very  readily  adopted  his  mailer's  preference. 
He  therefore  made  rhyming  tragedies,  till,  by  the  prevalence 
of  manifeft  propriety,  he  feems  to  have  grown  afliamed  of 
inaking  them  any  longer. 

To  this  play  is  prefixed  a  very  vehement  defence  of  dra«  ' 
PMtic  rhyme,  in  confutation  of  the  preface  to  the  Duke  of 
Jjcrma,  in  w)4ch  Sir  Robert  Howard  b^d  cepfured  it. 
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Id  1697  hepubliflied  Jnnus  MirabilU  the  Year  iff  Won^ 
den,  which  may  be  efteemed  one  of  his  nioft  elabcMnte 
works. 

Jt  is  addreffed  to  Sir  Robert  Howard  by  a  letter^  which  is 
not  properly  a  dedication ;  and,  writing  to  a  poet,  he  has  in- 
terfperfed  many  critical  obfervations,  of  which  fome  are  com- 
mon, and  fome  perhaps  ventured  without  much  confidera*' 
tion.  He  began,  even  now,  to  exercife  the  domination  of 
confcious  genius,  by  recommending  his  own  performance ; 
^'  I  am  fiitisfied  that  as  the  Prince  and  General  [Rupert  and 
^  Monk]  are  incomparably  the  beft  iubjeds  I  ever  had,  fo 
^  what  I  have  written  on  them  is  much  better  than  what  \ 
^'  have  performed  on  any  other.  As  I  have  endeavoured  to 
'^  adorn  my  poem  with  noble  thoughts,  fo  much  mOTe  toex- 
^  prefc  thofe  thoughts  with  elocution,*^ 

Jt  is  written  in  quatrains,  or  heroic  ftanzas  of  four  lines:  v^ 
meafiire  which  he  had  learned  from  the  Gondibert  of  I>Bive<- 
nant,  apd  which  he  then  thought  the  moft  majeftick  that  the 
Englifli  language  a€ords.  Of  this  ftanza  he  mentions  the 
inibumbrances,  encreafed  as  they  were  by  the  exaftnefe  whicli 
the  age  required.  It  was,  throughout  his  life^  very  mucli 
hia  cuftom  to  recommend  his  works  by  reprefentation  of  the 
difficulties  that  he  bad  encountered,  without  appearing  to 
have  fufficiendy  confidered,  that  where  there  is  no  difficulty 
tfiere  is  no  praife. 

There  feems  to  be,  iq  the  conduft  of  Sir  Robert  Howard 
and  Dryden  towards  each  other,  fomething  that  is  not  no^ 
eafily  to  be  explained.  Dryden,  in  his  dedication  to  the  Earl 
of  Orrery,  had  defended  dramatick  rhyme ;  and  Howiud,  in 
^e  preface  to  a  coUefition  of  plays  had  cenfured  (lis  opinion. 
Pryden  vindicated  himfelf  in  his  Dialogue  an  Dramatick 
Poetfy :  Howard,  in  his  preface  to  the  Dtdcc  of  LetTna, 
aninuidverted  on  the  Vindication ;  and  Dryden,  in  a  prefiice 
to  the  Indian  Emperor,  replied  to  the  Animadverfions  with 
great  afperity,  and  almoft  with  contumely.  The  dedication 
to  this  play  is  ditted  the  yeac  in  which  tb^  Jfmus  Mirabili^ 
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WBB  piAIHhed.  Here  appears  a  ftrange  inconfiftency ;  but 
Lai^baine  affords  fome  help^  by  relating  Ibat  the  anfwer  to 
Howard  was  not  puUidied  in  lihe  firft  edition  of  the  play>  but 
was  added  ^lAen  it  was  afterwards  reprinted ;  and  as  die 
Duke  of  Lerma  did  not  appear  till  1668^  the  fame  year  in 
wbieh  the  dialogue  was  publiihed^  there  was  time  enough  for 
enmity  to  grow  up  between  authors^  who,  writing  both  for 
the  theatre;,  werenataraUy  rivds. 

He  was  now  fo  much  diflinguiflied^  that  b  1OG8  *  he  iiic- 
ceeded  Sir  WiDiam  Davenant  as  poet-laureat.  Tht  fidary  of 
Ae  bmreat  bad  bees  raifed  in  favour  of  Jonfon^  by  Qiarles 
the  Firft^  finom  an  hundred  marks  to  one  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  and  a  tierce  of  wine ;  a  revenue  in  thofe  days  not  in* 
adequate  to  the  conveniencies  of  life. 

The  fane  year,  he  publifted  his  efiay  on  Dramatick 
Poetiy,  an  elegant  and  inftni^ve  dialogue,  in  ^ich  we  are 
told^  by  Prior,  that  Ae  principal  charaAer  is  meant  to  rc>- 
Ip^dinit  the  Difte  of  Dorfet*  This  work  feems  to  have  given 
Addilbn  a  m<Miel  for  his  Dialogues  upon  Medals. 

Secret  Love,  or  the  Maiden  Queen  (1668)^  U  a  tragi-co^ 
inedy.  In  the  preface  he  difeuffes  a  curious  <)ueftion,  i/^he- 
ther  a  poet  can  judge  weU  of  his  own  produdions  ?  and  de- 
termines verjjiMy,  that,  of  the  pkn  and  difpofition,  and  A 
that  can  be  reduced  to  principles  of  fcience,  the  audior  mi^ 
depend  upon  his  own  opinion ;  but  that,  in  thofe  parts  where 
iancy  predominates^  felf^love  may  eafily  deceive.  He  might 
have  obferved,  that  what  is  good  only  becaufe  it  pleafes,  can^ 
not  be  pronounced  good  dH  it  has  been  found  to  pleafe. 

Sir  Martin  Marr^U  (I668)  is  a  comedy,  puMifhed  widi« 
out  prafitice  or  dedicatisuf,  and  at  firft  without  the  name  of  the 
author.  Langbaine  charges  it,  like  moft  of  the  reft,  with 
plagiarifa;  and  obferves^  that  the  feng  is  tranflated  from 


«  He  did  not  obtain  the  Laurel  till  Angaft  18, 1670,  but,  Mr.  Malone  in* 
fcrms  «••  tlw  patent  had*  a  rtitrofpeA,  and  the  falary  commenced  from  ths 
Iftdfoanler  alter  D'ATeaiafi  deaOu  C 
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Voiture^  allowing  however  that  both  the  fenfe  and  meafiuv 
are  exaSly  obferved. 

The  Tempe/i  (I67O)  is  an  alteration  of  Shakfpeare's  play, 
made  by  Dryden  in  conjun6lion  with  Davenant ;  '^  whom,** 
fays  he^  '^  I  found  of  fo  quick  a  iancy^  that  nothing  was  pro- 
*'  pofed  to  him  in  which  he  could  not  fuddenly  produce  a 
**  thought  extren^ely  pleaiant  and  furprifing ;  and  thofe  firft 
^^  thoughts  of  his^  contrary  to  the  Latin  proverb,  were  not 
always  the  leaft  happy ;  and  as  his  fancy  was  quick,  fo  like- 
wife  were  the  produ£is  of  it  remote  and  new.  He  bor- 
rowed not  of  any  other;  and  his  imaginations  were  fuch  as 
could  not  eaiily  enter  into  any  other  man/' 
The  effe£l  produced  by  the  conjun^on  of  thefe  two  pow- 
erful minds  was,  that  to  Shakfpeare's  monfter,  Caliban,  is 
added  a  Mer  monfter,  Sycorax ;  and  a  woman^  who,  in  the 
original  play,  had  never  feen  a  man,  is  in  this  brought  ao* 
quainted  with  a  man  that  had  never  feen  a  woman. 

About  this  time,  in  1673,  Dryden  feems  to  have  had  his 
quiet  much  difturbed  by  the  (uccefs  of  the  Emprefs  of  Mo- 
rocco,  a  tragedy  written  in  rhyme  by  Elkanah  Settle ;  which 
was  fo  much  applauded,  as  to  make  him  think  his  fupreuuicy 
of  reputation  in  fome  danger.  Settle  had  not  only  been  pro& 
perous  on  the  fiage,  but,  in  ibe  confidence  of  fucceis,  had 
publi(hed  his  play,  with  fcdptures  and  a  preface  of  defiance* 
Here  was  one  offence  added  to  another ;  and,  for  th^  laft 
blaft  of  inflammation*  it  was  aded  at  Whitehall  by  the  court- 
ladies. 

Dryden  could  not  now  reprefr  thofe  emotions,  which  h^ 
called  indignation^  and  others  jealoufy ;  but  wrote  upon  the 
play  ai|d  th^  dedication  fuch  priticifin  as  malignant  impatience 
could  pour  out  in  hafte. 

Of  Settle  he  giyes  this  chara^r :  '^  He's  an  animal  of  i| 
^  moft  deplored  underftanding,  without  reading  and  conver- 
''  fiilion.  His  being  is  in  a  twilight  of  fenfe,  and  fome  glim* 
"  mering  of  thought  which  he  can  never  fafliion  into  wit  of 
"  Englifli.     His  flyle  is  boifierous  and  roi^h-bevm^  bii 
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^  rhyme  incorri^bly  lewd,  and  his  numbers  perpetually 
^'  faarlh  and  ill-founding.  The  little  talent  which  he  has^  is 
^'  frncy.  He  fometimes  labours  with  a  thought;  but^  with 
^'  the  pudder  he  makes  to  bring  it  into  the  world,  'ds  com« 
''  monly  ftill-bom;  fo  that^  for  want  of  learning  and  elocu- 
''  tion,  he  will  never  be  able  to  exprefe  any  thing  either  na- 
*'  tumllyorjuiay.'' 

Tliis  is  not  very  decent ;  yet  this  is  one  of  the  pages  in 
which  criticifm  prevails  over  brutal  fury. 

He  proceeds :  ^^  He  has  a  heavy  hand  at  fools,  and  a  great 
felicity  in  writing  nonlenfe  for  them.  Fools  they  will  be 
in  fpite  of  him.  His  King,  his  two  Emprefles,  his  Villain, 
and  his  Sub-villain,  nay  his  Hero,  Iiave  all  a  certain  nato- 
'^  ral  caft  of  the  father — their  father  was  bom  and  bred  in 
'^  them,  and  fomething  of  the  Elkanah  will  be  vifible."  « 
This  is  Dryden's  general  declamation ;  I  will  not  withhold 
from  the  reader  a  particular  remark.  Having  gone  through 
the  firft  ad,  he  fays,  ''  To  conclude  this  a£l  with  the  moft 
''  rumbling  piece  of  nonfenfe  fpoken  yet : 

**  To  flattering  lightning  our  feign'd  fmiles  conform, 
*<  AYhlchy  back'd  with  thunder,  do  but  gild  a  ilorm. 

^  Conform  afmiU  to  lightnings  make  2Lfmile  imitate  lights 
^^  ning,  nndjlattering  lightning :  lightning  fure.  is  a  threat- 
^  ening  thing.  And  this  lightning  muft  gild  aftorm.  Now, 
^^  if  I  muft  conform  my  fmiles  to  lightning,  then  my  fmiles 
'^  muft  gild  a  ftorm  too :  to  gild  mth  fmiles,  is  a  new  inven* 
^'  tion  of  gilding.  And  gild  a  ftorm  by  being  backed  with 
*^  thunder.  Thunder  is  part  of  the  ftorm ;  fo  one  part  of 
tlie  ftorm  muft  help  to  gild  another  part,  and  help  by 
backing  ;  as  if  a  man  would  gild  a  thing  the  better  for  be- 
*\  ing  backed,  or  having  a  load  upon  his  back.  So  that  hei'e 
^'  is  gilding  by  conforming,  fmiling,  lightning,  backings 
'*  and  thundering.  The  whole  is  as  if  I  ihould  fay  thus : 
^'  I  will  make  my  counterfeit  fmiles  look  like  a  flattering 
^^  ^ne-hprfe,  ^hich,  being  backed  with  a  trooper^  does  but 
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'^  gild  the  battle.  I  am  miflaken  if  nonfenfe  u  not  here  pretty 
''  thick  <b\vn.  Sure  the  poet  writ  thefe  two  lines  a-board 
^  feme  iinack  in  a  ftorm^  and^  being  fea-fick^  ^wed  op  a 
'*'  good  lump  of  clotted  nonfenfe  at  once.^ 

Here  is  perhaps  a  fufiicient  fpedmen ;  but  as  the  pamphlet; 
Ibough  Dryden'sj  has  never  been  thought  worthy  of  repub- 
lication^ and  is  not  eaiily  to  be  founds  it  may  gratify  cnriofiQr 
to  quote  it  more  largely : 

Whene'er  (he  bleeds. 

He  no  feverer  a  damnation  needs. 

That  dares  pronounce  the  fenteuce  of  her  deaths 

Thau  the  infedion  that  attends  that  breath. 

*'  That  attends  that  breath. — ^Thepoetis  at  breath  again; 
^  breath  can  never  Ycape  him ;  and  here  he  brings  in  a 
^  breath  that  muft  be  irifeSiious  with  pronouncing  a  fen- 
'^  tence ;  and  this  fentence  is  not  to  be  pronounced  till  the 
^  condemned  party  bleeds;  that  is,  jQie  mUft  be  executed  firft, 
**  and  fentenced  after;  and  the pronounct;?g  of  thisTeitfence 
''  will  be  infedious ;  that  is,  others  viilt  catch  the  difeafe  of 
^'  that  fentence,  and  this  infeftii^  of  others  will  torment  a 
^'  man's  felf.  The  whole  is  thus ;  «Jken  jkt  bleeds,  thou 
''  needefi  no  greater  hell  or  torment  to  thjffelf,  than  %nfe&* 
''  i^i  of  others  by  pronouncing  a  fentence  upon  her.  What 
''  hodge  podge  does  he  make  here !  Never  was  Dutch  grout 
''  fuch  clogging,  thick^  indigeftible  ftuff.  But  this  is  but  a 
^'  tafte  to  ftay  the  ilomach ;  we  ihall  have  a  more  plentiful 
**  mefs  prefently." 

'^  Now  to  diih  up  the  poet's  broth^  that  £  promifed^ 

For  when  we're  dead,  and  our  freed  fouls  enlarg'd. 

Of  nature's  grofler  burden  we're  difcharg'd. 

Then,  gentle  as  a  happy  lover's  figh. 

Like  wand'ring  meteors  through  the  air  we'll  fly^ 

And  in  our  airy  walk,  as  fubtle  guefls, 

We'll  ileal  into  our  cruel  fathers'  breads. 

There  read  their  fouls,  and  track  each  paflion's  fphcre. 

See  how  Revenge  moves  there.  Ambition  here ; 


UFR  OF  DRYDEN.  xi 

And  in  their  orbs  view  the  dark  charaAeis 

Of  fieges,  ruins,  murders,  blood,  and  wars* 

We'll  blot  out  all  thofc  hideous  draughts,  and  write 

Pure  and  white  forms ;  then  with  a  radiant  light 

Their  breafts  encircle,  till  their  paffions  be 

Centle  as  nature  in  its  infancy ; 

Till,  foften'd  by  our  charms,  their  furies  ceafe^ 

And  their  revenge  reiblves  into  a  peace. 

Thus  by  our  death  their  quarrel  ends^ 

Whom  living  we  made  foes,  dead  we'll  make  friends* 

^  If  this  be  Bot  a  very  liberal  meb,  I  will  refer  myfelf  to  the 
^  ftoaiach  of  any  moderate  gueft.  And  a  rare  meis  it  is^  far 
^  CTfftlliPg  any  Waftminfter  white-broth*  It  is  a  kind  of 
*'  giblet  porridge,  made  of  the  giUets  of  a  couple  of  young 
^  gptk,  ftogged  full  of  meteors,  orbs,  ^heren,  track,  hidt' 
''  oitt  draughts,  dark  charaSers,  whiit  forms,  and  radiant 
'*  i^hts,  defigped  not  only  to  pleafe  appetite,  and  indulge 
^'  loBuiry,  but  it  is  alfo  phyfical,  being  an  approved  niedi- 
f*  cine  to  purge  choler ;  for  it  is  propounded,  by  Morena,  as 
^^  a  receipt  to  cure  their  fathers  of  their  choleric  humours ; 
^  and,  were  it  written  in  charaders  as  barbarous  as  the 
^'  words,  might  very  well  pais  for  a  doAor's  bill.  To  con« 
^'  dude :  it  is  porridge,  'tis  a  receipt,  'tis  a  pig  with  a  pod- 
''  di^g  in  the  belly,  'tis  I  know  not  what :  for,  certainly,  ue- 
"  ver  any  one  that  pretended  to  write  fenfe  had  the  impu* 
'^  dence  before  to  put  ftich  ftu£f  as  this  into  the  mouths  of 
^'  thofe  that  were  to  fpeak  it  before  an  audience,  whom  ha 
^  did  not  take  to  be  aU  fools ;  and  after  that  to  print  it  too, 
^^  and  expofe  it  to  the  examination  of  the  world.  But  let 
^'  us  fee  what  we  can  make  of  tbisibiff: 

For  when  we're  dead,  and  our  freed  fouls  enlarged — 
^  Here  he  tells  us  what  it  is  to  be  dead ;  it  is  to  have  our 
^  freed fouUfet free.    Now,  if  to  have  a  foul  fet  free,  is  to 
^^  be  dead ;  then  to  have  2l  freed fovd  fet  free,  is  to  have  a 
^  dead  man  die. 

« 

Then,  gently  as  a  happy  lovei^s  iigh- 
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'^  They  two  like  coejigh,  and  that  one figh  like  twowander- 
*'  iog  meteors, 

**  —Shall  fly  through  the  aii — 

'^  That  b,  they  (hall  mount  above  like  fidliog  ftara,  or  elfe 
**  they  ihall  ikip  like  two  jacks  with  lantfaorasj  or  Will  with  a 
''  whifp,  and  Madge  with  a  candle." 

And  in  their  airy  walk  Jlcal  into  their  cruel  fatliers* 
breajls,  like  fubtle  guejls.     So  ''  that  their/a/Aers*  breq/h 

muft  be  in  an  air^  walk,  an  airy  walk  of  a  flier*     And 

there  they  will  read  their  fouls,  and  track  the  fpheres  of 
'*  their  pajfions.    That  in,  thefe  walking  fliers^  Jack  with  a 

lanthom,  &c.  will  put  on  his  fpefitacles^  and  fall  a  reading 
fouls,  and  put  on  his  pumps  and  fall  a    tracking  of 

fpheres:  fo  that  he  will  read  and  run^  walk  and  fly,  at  the 

fame  time!  Oh!  nimble  Jack!  Then  he  will  fee,  how  re- 
'*  venge  here,  how  ambition  there- — ^The  birds  will  hop 
''  about*  And  then  view  the  dark  charaSers  offieges,  ruins, 
''  murders,  blood,  and  wars,  in  their  orbs :  Track  the  cha* 
^'  raSers  to  their  forms !  Ob !  rare  fport  for  Jack !  Never 
''  was  place  fo  full  of  game  as  thefe  breafts !  You  cannot 
'^  ftir,  but  fluih  a  fphere,  fiart  a  charafi»o  of  unkennel  an 
"  orb!" 

Settle's  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  play  embelliflied  with 
fculptures ;  thofe  ornaments  feem  to  have  given  poor  Dryden 
great  difturbance.  He  tries  however  to  eafe  his  pain  by  vent*- 
ing  his  malice  in  a  parody. 

'^  The  poet  has  not  only  been  fo  imprudent  to  expofe  all 
^  this  fiuiF,  but  fo  arrogant  to  defend  it  with  an  epiftle ;  like' 

a  fancy  booth-keeper^  that,  when  he  had  put  a  cheat  upon 

the  people,  would  wrangle  and  fight  with  any  that  would 
''  not  like  it,  or  would  offer  to  difcover  it ;  for  which  arro- 
''  gance  our  poet  receives  this  correction ;  and,  to  jerk  him. 
^  a  little  the  (harper,  I  will  not  tranfpofe  his  verfe,  but  by 
"  the  help  of  his  own  words  tranfnonfenfe  fenfe,  that  by  ipy 

ftuff,  people  may  judge  the  better  what  is  hb  : 
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••  Great  Boy,  thy  tragedy  and  fculptures  done, 

**  From  prefs  and  plates,  in  fleets  do  homeward  run ; 

^*  And,  in  ridicHlous,  and  humble  pride, 

*'  Their  courfe  in  ballad^fmgers'  baikets  guide, 

'*  Whpfe  greafy  twigs  do  all  new  beauties  take, 

**  From  the  gay  fliews  thy  dainty  fculptures  make. 

'^  Thy  lines  a  mefs  of  rhyming  nonfenfe  yield, 

*'  A  fenfelefs  tale,  with  flattering  fuilian  fiU'd. 

^  No  grain  of  fenfe  does  in  one  line  appear, 

'*  Thy  words  big  bulks  of  boiflerous  borobail  bear. 

*^  With  noife  they  move,  and   from  players'  mouths  re- 

•*  bound, 
"  When  their  tongues  dance  to  thy  words'  empty  found. 
By  thee  infpir^d  the  rumbling  verfes  roll. 
As  if  that  rhyme  and  bombad  lent  a  foul ; 
*^  And  with  that  foul  they  feem  taught  duty  too ; 
''  To  huffing  words  does  humble  nonfenfe  bow, 
"  As  if  it  would  thy  worthlefs  worth  enhance, 
'*  To  th'  lowed  rank  of  fops  thy  praifc  advance, 
"  To  whom,  by  initind,  all  thy  fluff  is  dear: 
"  Their  loud  claps  echo  to  the  theatre. 
**  From  breaths  of  fools  thy  commendation  fprcads| 
<(  Fame  fmgs  thy  prai/e  with  mouths  of  logger-heads. 
*^  With  noife  and  laughing  each  thy  fuflian  greets, 
"  Tis  clapt  by  choirs  of  empty-headed  cits, 
**  Who  have  their  tribute  fent,  and  homage  given, 
^  As  men  in  whifpers  fend  loud  noife  to  Heaven. 

''  Thus  I  have  daubed  hioi  with  his  own  puddle :  and  now 
we  are  come  from  aboard  his  dancing,  maiking,  rebound* 
^  'mg,  breathing  fleet :  and,  as  if  we  had  landed  at  Gotham^ 
'^  we  meet  nothing  but  fools  and  nonfenfe/f 

Such  was  the  criticifm  to  which  the  genius  of  Dryden 
could  be  reduced,  between  rage  and  terrour;  rage  with  little 
provocation,  and  terrour  with^  little  danger.  To  fee  the  high* 
eft  mind  thus  levelled  with  the  meaneft,  may  produce  fome 
Iblace  to  the  confrioufnels  of  weaknefs,  and  fotne  mortiticaf 
tion  to  the  pride  of  wifdom.    But  let  it  be  remembered^  that 
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minds  are  not  levelled  in  tbeir  powers  but  when  they  af»  &(i 
levelled  in  tbeir  defiies.  Dryden  and  Settle  had  both  placed 
their  happinefs  in  the  daps  of  multitudes. 

jin  Evening  $  Love,  or  The  Mock  Jfiroleger,  a  comedy 
(I671)  is  dedicated  to  the  illuftrious  Duke  of  NewcafUe/ 
whom  he  courts  by  adding  to  his  praifes  tfaofe  of  his  lady^  not 
only  as  a  lover^  but  a  partner  of  his  ftudies.  It  b  unplea* 
fing  to  think  how  many  names^  once  celebrated^  are  fince 
forgotten.  Of  NewcalUe's  works  nothing  is  now  known  but 
his  Treatife  on  Horfemanfliip. 

The  Preface  feems  very  elaborately  written^  and  contains 
many  juft  remarks  on  the  Fathers  of  the  Eiq^lilh  drama*  Shak^ 
ipeare*s  plots^  he  iays^  are  in  the  hundred  novels  of  Cinthio; 
thofe  of  Beaumont  and  Retcher  in  Spanifli  Stories ;  Jonfon 
only  made  them  for  himfelf.  His  criticifms  upon  tn^edy, 
comedy^  and  farce^  are  judicious  and  profound.  He  endea- 
vours to  defend  the  immorality  of  feme  of  his  comedies  by 
the  example  of  former  writers ;  which  is  only  to  fay^  that  he 
was  not  the  firft  nor  perhaps  the  greateft  offender.  Againft 
thofe  that  accufed  him  of  plagiar  ifm  he  allies  a  favourable 
expreffibn  of  the  kiiu; :  *'  He  only  defired  that  they^  who  ac« 
'^  cufe  me  of  theftsj  would  ileal  him  plays  like  mine;"  and 
then  relates  how  much  labour  he  fpends  in  fitting  for  the 
Engliih  fbge  what  he  borrows  from  others. 

Jhfrannkk  Love,  or  the  Virgin  Martyr  (l672)t  was  ano- 
ther tragedy  in  rhyme^  confpicuous  for  many  paffages  of 
llrength  and  elegance^  and  many  of  eftipty  noife  and  lidicu* 
tons  turbulence.  The  rants  of  Maximin  have  been  always 
the  fport  of  criticifm ;  and  were  at  lengthy  if  his  own  cookf- 
fion  may  be  trufled^  the  Ihame  of  the  writer. 

Of  this  play  he  has  taken  care  to  let  the  reader  know^  that 
it  was  contrived  and  written  in  feven  weeks.  Want  of  time 
was  often  his  excuk,  or  perhaps  fhortnefs  of  time  was  his 
private  boaft  in  the  form  of  an  apology. 

It  yna  written  before  The  Conqueft  of  Granada,  but 
publiihed  after  it.    The  defign  is  to  recommend  piety.    "  I 
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^  co^iidered  that  pleafiire  was  not  the  only  end  of  Poefy ;  and 
'^  that  even  the  inilru^ooa  of  morality  were  not  fo  wholly 
'*  the  bufinefr  of  a  poet,  as  that  the  precepts  and  exampiea 
'*  of  piety  were  to  be  omitted ;  for  to  leave  that  employment 
^  altogether  to  the  clergy^  were  to  forget  that  religion  was 
'^  firft  taught  in  verfe,  which  the  lazinefe  or  dullneft  of  fuc* 
^  ceeding  priefthood  turned  afterwards  into  profe.**  Thus 
fooHlhly  could  Diydeo  write^  rather  than  not  ihew  his  ma* 
lice  to  the  parfons  *• 

The  two  parts  of  The  Conqueji  of  Granada  (l67fi)>  are 
written  with  a  feeming  determination  to  glut  the  publick 
with  dramatick  wonders^  to  exhibit  in  its  higheft  elevation 
a  theatrical  meteor  of  iucredible  love  and  impoffible  valour^ 
and  to  leave  no  room  for  a  wilder  flight  to  the  extravagance 
ofpofierity.  Allthe  raysof  romantick  heat^  whether  amo«^ 
roos  or  warlike^  glow  in  Almanzor  by  a  kind  of  concentra* 
tion.  He  is  above  all  laws ;  he  is  exempt  A-om  all  reftraints; 
he  ranges  the  woiM  at  will^  and  governs  wherevec  he  ap« 
pears*  He  fights  without  enquiring  the  caufe^  and  loves  ia 
^ight  of  the  obligations  of  juftice^  of  rejeSion  by  his  miC- 
fereiSf  and  of  prolubition  from  the  dead.  Yet  the  fcenes  are^ 
for  the  moft  part^  del%btful ;  they  exhibit  a  kmd  of  illuftrioua 
depravity^  and  majeftick  madnefi,  fuch  as>  if  it  is  ibmetimes 
de^Mfed,  is  often  reverenced^  and  in  which  the  ridiculous  i» 
min|^  with  the  aftonifliing. 

In  the  Epilogue  to  the  fecond  part  of  The  Conqutft  of 
Granada,  Diyden  indoles  his  fii>ourite  pleafiire  of  difcre- 

*  So  fimdwas  he  olopportanity  to  gratify  bis  f[toA  agtinft  tho  clergy, 
th«t  ho  fianipled  not  to  coavest  Ghoucer't  iouigea^  in  the  Km^ta  TaU,  of 
•  The  finiler  with  the  hnif  uoder  the  cloke,''  aod  of  ''Conteke  with  blodj 
kni^**  into  thefe  fatires  oa  the  church.    See  Wwton's  Hift.  Eng»  Fo€tty,  roU 

*  Next  ftood  Hypocrify  with-^oly  teer, 

"  Soft-Houlingt  and  demnrelj  looking  down* 
"  But  hid  the  dagger  onderaeath  tbe^oum." 

*  Conteft  with  iharpened  knives  in  clojfien  drawo* 
«  And  all  with  blood  befpread  the  A0^  (own/*    T» 
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diting  his  predeceffors;  and  this  Epilogue  he  has  defended 
by  a  long  poftfcript*  He  had  promi'fed  a  fecond  dialogue^  ifl 
which  he  fliould  more  iiilly  treat  of  the  virtues  and  feults  of 
the  Engliih  poets,  who  have  written  in  the  dramatick,  epick, 
or  lyrick  way.  This  proraife  was  never  formally  performed; 
but,  with  refpeSt  to  the  dramatick  writers,  he  has  given  us  in 
his  prefaces,  and  in  this  poftfcript,  fomething  equivalent ;  but 
his  purpofe  being  to  exalt  himfelf  by  the  comparifon,  he  ihews 
faults  diftin£Uy,  and  only  praifes  excellence  in  general  terms* 
A  play  thus  written,  in  profeffed  defiance  of  probaUlity, 
naturally  drew  upon  itfelf  the  vultures  of  the  theatre.  One 
of  the  criticks  that  attacked  it  was  Martin  Clifford,  to  whom 
Sprat  addreffed  the  Life  of  Cowley,  with  fuch  veneration  of 
his  critical  powers  as  might  naturally  excite  great  expefbtions 
of  inftru^ons  from  his  remarks.  But  let  honeft  credulity 
beware  of  receiving  charaders  from  contemporary  writers. 
Clifford's  remarks,  by  the  favour  of  Dr.  Percy,  were  at  laft 
obtained ;  and,  that  no  man  may  ever  want  them  more,  I  will 
extraft  enough  to  latisfy  all  reafonable  defire. 

In  the  firft  Letter  his  obfervation  is  only  general;  '^Yoa 
''  do  live,''  iays  he,  ''  in  as  much  ignorance  and  darknels  as 
'f  you  did  in  the  womb ;  your  writings  are  like  a  Jack*of-all* 
''  trade's  (hop ;  they  have  a  variety,  but  nothing  of  value ; 
''  and  if  thou  art  not  the  dulleft  plant-animal  that  ever  the 
^  earth  produced,  all  that  I  have  converfed  with  are  ftrangelj 
*'  mifiaken  in  thee." 

lu  the  fecond  he  tells  him  that  Almanzor  is  not  more  co* 
pied  from  Achilles  than  from  Ancient  PiftoL  "  But  I  am,*' 
iays  he,  "  ftrangely  miftaken  if  I  have  not  feen  this  very  Al^ 
manzor  of  yours  in  fome  difguife  about  this  town,  and  pais* 
ing  under  another  name.  Pr'ythee  tell  me  true,  was  not 
this  Huffcap  once  the  Indian  Emperor  f  and  at  another 
**  time  did  he  not  call  himfelf  Maximin  i  Was  not  lA/nda* 
''  raxa  once  called  Almeria  ?  I  mean  under  Montezuma 
**  the  Indian  Emperor.  I  proteit  and  vow  they  are  either 
'*  the  iame^  or  fo  alike^  that  I  cannot,  for  my  heart,  diilin* 
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''  guiih  one  from  the  other.  You  are  therefore  a  ftraiq^e 
**  unconicioiiable  diief ;  thou  art  not  content  to  fteal  from 
"  others^  but  doft  rob  diy  poor  ^vretched  felf  too.** 

Now  was  Settle's  time  to  take  his  revenge.     He  wrote  a 
▼indication  of  his  own  lines ;  and^  if  he  is  forced  to  yield  any 
things  makes  his  reprifals  upon  his  enemy.    To  fay  that  his 
anfwer  is  equal  to  the  cenfure^   is  no  high  conunendation. 
To  expofe  Dryden's  method  of  analyfing  his  expreflions,  hfi 
tries  the  lame  experiment  upon  the  fame  defcription  of  tl^e 
ihipe  in  die  Indian  Emperor,  of  which  however  he  does  not 
deny  the  excellence ;  but  intends  to  (hew,  that  by  ftudie^ 
mifconftru^on  every  thing  may  be  equally  reprefented  as  n* 
diculous.    After  fo  much  of  Drydeu's  elegant  animadverfions^ 
juftice  requires  that  fomething  of  Settle's  fliould  be  exhibited. 
The  following  obfervations  are  therefore  extra&ed  from  a 
quarto  pamphlet  of  ninety  -five  pages : 

"  Fate  after  him  below  with  pain  did  move^ 
"  And  yidory  could  fcarce  keep  pace  above* 

^'  Thefe  two  lines,  if  he  can  (hew  me  any  fenfe  or  thot^htin^ 
'^  or  any  thing  but  bombaft  and  noife,  he  ihall  make  me  be^ 
'^  lieve  every  word  in  his  obfervations  on  Morocco  fenfe. 
In  The  Emprefs  of  Morocco  were  thefe  lines : 

**  VW  travel  then  to  fome  remoter  fphere, 

<<  Till  I  find  out  new  worlds,  and  crown  you  there;" 

Oo  which  Dryden  made  this  remark : 

"  I  believe  our  learned  author  takes  a  fphere  for  a  coot^^ 
«  try;  the  fphere  of  Morocco;  as  if  Morocco  were  the 
"  globe  of  earth  and  water;  but  a  ^obe is  no  fphere  neither 
^'  by  his  leave,  &C.''  ''  So  fphere  muft  not  be  fenfe,  unle(s 
'^  it  relates  to  a  circular  motion  about  a  globe,  in  which  feqfe 
'^  the  aftronomers  ufe  it.  I  would  defire  him  to  expoim<l 
^^  thofe  lines  in  Granada : 

^*  r\\  to  the  turrets  of  the.  palace  go, 

**  And  add  new  fire  to  thofe  that  fight  below*. 

VOL.  t«  b 
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«  Thciice,  Hero-like,  with  torches  by  my  Dde, 

"  (Far  be  the  omen  though)  my  Love  I'll  guide. 

•'  No,  like  his  better  foHune  1*11  appear,  -^ 

"  With  open  arms,  loofe  veil,  and  flowiog  hair,  ? 

•'  Joft  flying  forward  from  my  rowlJng  fpherc.  * 

"  I  wonder,  if  he  be  fo  ftrift,  bow  be  dares  make  fo  boW 
"  v/iih  fpherc  himfelf,  and  be  fo  critital  in  other  men's  writ- 
**  ings.  Fortune  is  fancied  Handing  on  a  globe,  not  on  a 
■"  fpkere,  as  be  told  us  in  the  firft  aft. 

«  Becaufe  Elkanak's  Similies  are  ike  mofi  unlike  things 
"  to  what  theu  are  compared  in  the  world,  I'll  venture  to  ftart 
«  a  fimile  in  his  Annas  Mirnhilis :  he  gives  this  poetical  de- 
*'  fcription  of  the  fliip  called  the  London : 

"  The  goodly  London  in  her  gallant  trim, 
"  The  Phoenix-daughter  of  the  vanquiftit  olil^ 
"  like  a  rich  bride  does  on  the  ocean  fwim, 
"  And  on  her  fhadow  rides  in  floating  gold. 
"  Her  flag  aloft  fpread  ruffling  in  the  wind, 
"  And  fenguiiie  ftreamers  fecro'd  the  flood  to  fire : 
"  The  weaver,  charm'd  with  what  his  loom  defign'd, 
**  Goes  on  to  fca,  and  knows  not  to  retire. 
,"  With  roomy  decks  her  guns  of  mighty  ftrenglh 
"  Whofu  low-laid  mouths  each  mounting  billow  laves, 
•'  Deep  in  her  draught,  and  warlike  in  her  kngth, 
"  She  feems  a  fea-tvalp  flying  in  the  waves. 

('  What  a  wondcrfiit  pother  is  here,  to  makeall  thefe  poetical 
"  beautifi cations  of  a  Ihip  ;  that  is,  a  pheiiix  in  the  iirft 
"  Ibinza,  and  but  a  wafp  in  the  lall ;  nay,  to  make  his  bum- 
"  ble  coinparifon  ofa  wafp  more  ridiculous,  he  does  not 
"  fay  it  dies  upon  the  waves  as  nimbly  as  a  wafp,  or  the 
"  like,  but  it  feemed  a  te<ifp.  But  our  author  at  the  writing 
"  of  this  was  not  in  his  altitudes,  to  compaie  fhips  to  floating 
«  palaces :  a  comparifon  to  the  purpofe,  Was  a  perfection  he 
"  dill  not  arrive  to  till  the  Itidian  Emperor's  days.  But  per- 
"  haps  hit  iunihtude  has  more  in  it  than  we  imagine ;    tlus 
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^  fliip  had  a  great  many  guns  in  her>  and  they^  put  all  toge- 

^  tber,  made  the  fting  in  the  ^afp's  tail :  for  this  is  all  the 
reafon  I  can  gn^^  why  it  feemed  a  wajp*  But^  becaufe 
we  will  allow  him  all  we  can  to  help  out>  let  it  be  zphenix 
fca^wafp,  and  the  rarity  of  fuch  an  animal  may  do  much 
tdwards  heightening  the  fancy. 
*'  It  had  been  much  more  to  his  purpofe^  if  he  had  de« 

''  ligned  to  render  the  fenfelefs  play  little,  to  have  fearched 

''  for  fome  fach  pedantry  as  this : 

<<  Two  ifs  fcat>ce  ihake  one  poffibility. 

**  If  juftice  will  take  all,  and  nothing  givci 

*'  Juftice,  methinks,  is  not  diftributive. 

*'  To  die  or  kill  you  is  the  alternative. 

*^  Rather  than  take  your  life,  I  will  not  live* 

'^  Obferve  how  prettily  our  author  chops  logick  in  heroick 
''  verfe.  Tliree  fuch  fuftian  canting  words  as  diftributive,  air 
'*  temative,  and  ttffo  ifs,  no  man  but  himfelf  would  have 
"  come  within  the  noife  of*  But  he's  a  man  of  general 
''  learning,  and  all  comes  into  his  play. 

would  have  done  well  too  if  he  could  have  met  with 
t  or  two^  worth  the  obfervation :  fuch  as. 

Move  fwiftly,  Sun,  and  fly  a  lover's  pace, 
**  Leave  months  and  weeks  behind  thee  iu  thy  race. 

But  furely  the  Sun,  whether  he  flies  a  lover's  or  not  a 
lover's  pace,  leaves  weeks  and  months^  nay  years  too,  be- 

''  hind  him  in  his  race. 

"  Poor  Robin,  or  any  other  of  the  Philo^mathemidcks^ 

''  would  have  given  him  fiitisfa£tion  in  the  point. 

''  If  I  could  kill  thee  now,  thy  fate's  fo  low, 
'^  That  I  mud  (loop,  ere  I  can  give  the  blow. 
**  But  mine  is  fixt  fo  far  above  thy  crown, 
«  That  all  thy  men, 
^  Piled  on  thy  back,  can  never  pull  it  down. 

^^  Now  where  that  is,  Almanzor's  fate  is  fixt,  I  cannot 
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*^  gu^b :  but>  whenever  it  b^  I  believe  Almanzor^  and  thirtk 
^'  that  all  Abdalla's  fubjed^^  piled  upon  one  another,  might 
^'  not  pull  down  his  fate  fo  well  as  without  piling :  befides  I 
^  think  Abdalla  fo  wife  a  man,  that,  if  Almanseor  had  told 
''  him  piling  his  men  upon  his  back  might  do  the  feat,  he 
^'  would  fcarcely  bear  fuch  a  weight,  for  the  pleafure  of  tile 
exfdoit.;  but  it  is  a  huff,  aikd  let  Abdsdia  do  it  if  he  da^e. 
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**  The  people  like  a  headlong  torrent  go, 
*•  And  every  dam  they  break  or  overflow. 
"  -But,  unoppos'dy  their  either  lofe  their  force, 
^*  Or  wind  in  volumes  to  their  former  coarfe : 

■ 

^  a  very  pretty  allufion,  contrary  to  all  feufe  or  reafon.  Tof- 

'^  rents,  I  take  it,  let  them  wind  never  fo  much,  can  never 
return  to  their  former  courfe,  unleis  he  can  fuf^fe  that 
fountains  can  go  upwards,  which  is  impoffible ;  nay  more, 

^  in  the  forgoing  page  he  tells  us  fo  too ;  a  trick  of  a  very 

''  unfaithful  memoiy. 

**  But  can  no  more  than  fountains  tipward  flow ; 

*^  which  of  a  torrent,  which  Signifies  a  rapid  ftream, 
'^  more  impoilible.  Befides,  if  he  goes  to  quibble^  an 
*^  that  it  is  po*^ble  by  art  water  may  be  made  return^  and 
^'  the  lame  water  run  twice  in  one  and  the  fame  channel ;  then  ^ 
^'  he  qnite  confutes  what  he  (kys :  for  it  is  by  bemg  opfpofed^ 
*'  that^  rtftis  into  its  former  couife ;  for  all  dnghies  that  make 
'^  water  fo  return,  do  it  by  compulfioh  and  dppofition.  Or, 
'^  if  he  meads  a  headlong  tdrretilt  for  a  tide,  which  would  be 
'^  ridiculous>  yet  tfiey  do  not  whld  in  volumes,  but  come 
*'  fore-right  back  (if  their  upright  lies  ftraight  to  their  former 
'^  courfe),  and  that  by  oppofition  of  th^  fea-water,  that 
''  drives  them  back  again. 

''  And  ior  fancy,  when  he  lights  of  any  thing  like  it,  'tis  a 
''  wonder  if  it  be  not  borrowed.  As  -here,  for  example-  of^  I 
''  find  this  fanciful  thought  in  his  Ann,  Mirab. 
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'^  Old  fattier  Thames  raised  up  his  reverend  head  : 
''  But  feared  the  fate  of  Simoeis  would  return ; 
<<  Deep  in  his  ooze  he  fought  his  fedgy  bed ; 
^'  And  Ihrunk  his  waters  back  into  his  unu 

''  This  in  ftolen  from  Cowley *s  DaoideU,  p.  9» 

''  Swift  Jordan  ilarted,  and  (Irait  backward  fled, 
*^  Hiding  amongft  thick  reeds  his  aged  head/' 

*'  And  when  the  Spaniards  their  aifault  begin, 
"  At  once  beat  thofe  without  and  thofe  within. 

^  This  Almanzor  fpeaks  of  himfelf ;  and  fure  for  one  man 
**  to  conquer  an  army  within  the  city^  and  another  without 
''  the  Gity^  at  once^  is  fomething  difficult :  but  this  flight  is 
^'  pardonable,  to  fome  we  meet  with  in  Granada :  Ofmin, 

ipeaking  of  Almanzor^ 


a 


"  Who,  like  a  tempcft  that  outrides  the  wind, 
^  Made  a  jufi  battle,  ere  the  bodies  join'd. 

^  Pnj,  what  does  this  honoorable  perlon  mean  by  a  tempejl 
^'  that  (mtride$  the  wind?  ati&mpeft  that  putrides  itfelf.  To 
ofe  a  tempeft  without  wind^  is  as  bad  as  fupppfipg  9 
to  walk  without  feet;  for  if  he  (uppofes  the  tenipeft 
be  ibmething  di&inSt  from  the  wind,  yet^  as  being  the 

eSeSt  of  wind  only,  to  come  before  the  caufe  b  a  little  pre* 

pofterous ;  fo  that^  if  he  takes  it  one  way,  or  if  he  take^  it 
^'  the  otfaer^  thofe  two  ifs  will  fcarcely  m^ke  oxke  p(iffibifitif.** 
Enou^  of  Settle. 

Marriage  a-la-mode  (1673)  is  a  comedy  dedicated  to  tfa« 
Eaiiof  Rochefter;  whom  he  acknowledges  not  only. ^  the 
defender  of  his  poetry,  but  the  promoter  Qf  ^s  fortmie* 
LoBgbaine  places  this  play  in  I67d.  Thie  Earl  of  Rocfaefter^ 
therefore^  was  the  famous  Wilmot^  whom  yet  traditiofp  al- 
ways reprelents  as  an  enemy  to  Dryden^  and  who  is  mentioned 
by  him  with  fome  difrefpeS  in  t|;ie  prdace  to  Juvenal. 

The  Affignation,  or  Love  in  uNu/inery,  a  comedy  (1673) 
was  driven  off  the  ftage,  agaitifl  the  opinion,  as  die  author 
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fays^  of  the  bejljudgti.  It  is  dedicated,  in  a  very  elegant 
addrefs,  to  Sir  Charles  Sedley  ;  in  which  he  finds  an  oppor« 
tunity  for  bis  ufual  complaint  of  hard  treatment  and  unrea- 
fonablecenfuie. 

Amhoyna  (1673)  is  a  tifliie  of  mingled  dialogue  in  verfe 
and  profe,  and  was  perhaps  written  in  lefs  time  than  The  Vir- 
gin Martyr ;  though  tlie  author  thought  not  fit  either  often* 
tatioufly  or  mournfully  to  tell  how  little  labour  it  coft  him,  or 
at  how  ihort  a  warning  he  produced  it.  It  was  a  temporary 
performance,  written  in  the  time  of  the  Dutch  war,  to  in- 
flame the  nation  againft  their  enemies ;  to  whom  he  hopes,  as 
he  declares  in  his  Epilogue,  to  make  his  poetry  not  lefs  d&« 
ftru£Uve  than  that  by  which  Tyrtasus  of  old  animated  the 
Spartans.  This  play  was  written  in  the  fecond  Dutch  war^ 
in  1673. 

Troilus  and  CreJJida  (1679)  is  a  play  altered  from  Shak- 
fpeare;  but  fo  altered,  that,  even  in  Langbaine's  opinion^ 
.  '^  the  laft  fcepe  in  the  third  a3;  is  a  mafter-piece.'*  It  is  in- 
troduced by  a  difcourfe  on  '^  the  Grounds  of  Criticifm  in 
Tragedy,"  to  which  I  fufped  that  Ryiner's  book  had  given 
occafion.  .(«*r 

•    The  Spani/h  Fryar  (i6Sl)  is  a  tragi-comedy,  enlMBl    ^\ 
for  the  happy  coincidence  and  coalition  of  the  two  plots.  At    -y-'^i 
it  was  written  againft  the  Papifts,  it  would  naturally  at  that    ^■\.  \ 
time  have  friends  and  enemies ;  and  partly  by  the  popularity      \.  • 
which  it  obtained  at  firil,  and  partly  by  the  real  power  both  j 

of  the  ferious  and  rifible  part^  it  continued  long  a  favourite  of 
the  publick. 

It  was  Dryden's  opinion,  at  leaft  for  fome  time,  and  he 
maintains  it  in  the  dedication  of  this  play,  that  the  drama  re* 
quired  an  alternation  of  comick  and  tragick  icenes ;  and  that 
it  is  neceffary  to  mitigate  by  alleviations  of  merriment  the 
preifure  of  ponderous  events,  and  the  fiitigue  of  toilfome  paf* 
fions.  '^  Whoever,'^  fays  he,  ''  cannot  perform  both  parts,  ti 
hut  half  a  writer  for  thejiage^ 

The  Duke  of  Guife,  a  tragedy  (l68S)>  writteo  un  cws^ 
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jun£tion  with  Lee^  as  Oedipus  had  been  before^  feems  to 
deferve  notice  only  for  the  offence  which  it  gave  to  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Covenanters^  and  in  general  to  the  enemies  of  die 
courts  who  attacked  him  with  great  violence^  and  were  an- 
fwered  by  him ;  though  at  laft  he  feem3  to  withdraw  from  the 
confli£t^  by  transferring  the  greater  part  of  the  blame  or  me* 
rit  to  his  partner.  It  happened  that  a  contraS  had  been 
made  betvi^een  them^  by  which  they  were  to  join  in  writing  a 
play :  and  ''  he  happened/  fays  Dryden,  ''  to  claim  the  pro- 
mife  juft  upon  the  finifhing  of  a  poem^  when  I  would  have 
been  glad  of  a  little  refpite.  Ttco-thirds  of  it  belonged  to 
him  ;  and  to  me  only  the  firft  fcene  of  the  play>  the  whole 
'^  fourth  ViGt,  and  the  lirft  half^  or  fomewhat  more^  of  the 
''  fifth." 

This  was  a  play  written  profeifedly  for  the  party  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  wfaofe  fucceffion  was  then  oppofed.  A  pa- 
rallel is  intended  between  the  Leaguers  of  France  and  the 
Covenanters  of  England :  and  this  intention  produced  the 
controverfy, 

Albion  and  Albanius  (l685)  is  a  mufical  drama  or  opera^ 
written^  like  The  Duke  of  Guife,  againft  the  Republicans. 
With  what  fuccefs  it  was  performed^  I  have  not  found  *• 

The  State  of  Innocence  and  Fall  of  Man  y  (l675)  is  term* 
ed  by  him  an  opera :  it  is  rather  a  tragedy  in  heroick  rhymej 
but  of  which  the  perfonages  are  fuch  as  cannot  decently  be 
exhibited  on  the  fiage.  Some  fuch  produ^on  was  forefeen 
by  Marvel^  who  writes  thus  to  Milton ; 

'^  Or  if  a  work  fo  infinite  be  fpannM, 
'^  Jealous  I  was  left  fome  lefs  fkilful  band 
^^  (Such  as  difquiet  always  what  is  wellj^ 
'^  And  by  ill-imitating  would  e^icc)  ) 


*  Downea  fayi,  it  was  performed  on  a  very  iiDlaclcy  day*  vii.  Uia^  on  which, 
the  Dolce  of  Monmouth  landed  in  the  Weft;  and  he  indmates»  thai  the  con* 
Aeraation  into  which  the  kingdom  was  thrown  by  this  event  was  a  raaC'in  wh^ 
It  was  performed  bnv  fix  tiweaa  and  was  in  general  ill  received*    H*. 
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**  Might  hence  prefumc  the  whole  creation's  day 
^*  To  change  in  fcenes,  and  Htew  it  in  a  play/' 

It  is  another  of  his  hafty  produ£tions ;  for  the  heat  of  hb  ima- 
gination raifed  it  in  a  month. 

This  compofition  is  addreffed  to  the  Princefs  of  Modena^ 
then  Dutchefs  of  York^  in  a  ftrain  of  flattery  which  difgraces 
genius^  and  which  it  was  wonderful  that  any  man  that  knew 
the  meaning  of  his  own  words  could  ufe  without  felf-detefta- 
tion.  It  is  an  attempt  to  mingle  Earth  and  Heaven^  by 
praifing  human  excellence  in  the  lapguage  of  religion. 

The  preface  contains  an  apology  for  heroick  verfe  end 
poetic  licence ;  by  which  is  meant  not  any  liberty  taken  in 
contracting  or  extending  words^  but  the  ufe  of  bold  fi6tionf 
^d  ambitious  figures. 

The  reafon  which  he  gives  for  printing  what  was  never 
a£led  cannot  be  overpafTed :  ^^  I  was  induced  to  it  in  my  own 
ff  defence^  many  hundred  copies  of  it  being  difperfed  abroad 
^'  without  my  knowledge  or  confent ;  and  every  one  gather- 
*^  ing  new  faults^  it  became  at  length  a  libd  againft  me.** 
Tbefe  copies^  as  they  gathered  faults^  were  apparently  ma- 
uufcript ;  and  he  lived  in  an  age  very  unlike  ours^  if  many 
hundred  copies  of  fourteen  hundred  lines  were  likely  to  be 
tranfcribed.  An  author  has  a  right  to  print  his  own  works, 
and  need  not  feek  an  apology  in  falfehood ;  but  he  that  could 
bear  to  write  the  dedication,  felt  no  pain  in  writing  the  pre- 
face. 

Aureng  Zebe  (I676)  is  a  tragedy  founded  on  the  anions  of 
fi  great  prince  then  reigning,  but  over  nations  not  likely  to 
employ  their  criticks  upon  the  tranfaftions  of  the  Engliih 
ftage.  If  he  had  kfiown  and  difliked  his  own  charafter,  our 
trade  was  not  in  thofe  times  fecure  fix)m  his  refentment.  His 
country  b  at  fuch  a  difiance,  that  the  manners  might  be  fafely 
fatfified,  and  the  incidepts  feigned ;  for  the  remotenefs  of 
place  is  remarked,  by  Racine,  to  afford  the  &me  conveni- 
^ces  to  a  poet  as  length  of  time. 

This  play  is  writtep  in  rhyme ;  and  baa  th^  appearance  of 
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lieiJig  the  moft  elaborate  of  all  the  dramas.  The  perfooages 
are  imperial;  but  the  dialogue  is  often  domeftick^  andthere- 
fore  fufceptible  of  fentiments  accommodated  to  familiar  inci- 
dents. The  complaint  of  life  is  celebrated ;  and  there  are 
many  other  paiTages  that  may  be  read  with  pleafure. 

This  play  is  addrefled  to  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave^  aften/i'ards 
Duke  of  Buckingham^  himfelf^  if  not  a  poet>  yet  a  writer  of 
Terfes^  and  a  critick*  In  this  addrefs  Drydeu  gave  the  firft 
famts  of  his  intention  to  write  an  epick  poem.  He  mentions 
his  defign  in  terms  fo  obfcure^  that  he  feems  afraid  left  his 
plan  (hould  be  purloined^  as^  he  fays^  happened  to  him  when 
he  told  it  more  plainly  in  his  preface  to  Juvenal.  *^  The  de- 
'*  fign/  lays  he^  ^'  you  know  is  great^  the  fiory  Englifli^  and 
**  nddier  too  near  the  prefent  times^  nor  too  diftant  from 
^'  them." 

All  for  Love,  or  the  World  well  Lofi  (1678),  a  tragedy 
•founded  upon  the  ftory  of  Anthony  and  Cleopatra,  he  teUs 
us^  "  is  the  only  play  which  he  wrote  for  himfelf :"  the  reft 
were  given  to  the  people.  It  is  by  univerfal  confent  accounted 
the  work  in  which  he  has  admitted  the  feweft  improprieties 
of  ftyle  or  chara£ler ;  but  it  has  one  fault  equal  to  many^ 
though  rather  moral  than  critical^  that,  by  admitting  the  ro* 
mantick  omnipotence  of  Love,  he  has  recommended,  as 
laudable  and  worthy  of  imitation,  that  condud:  which,  through 
all  ages,  the  good  have  cenfiired  as  vicious,  and  the  bad  de- 
fpifed  as  foolifli. 

Of  this  play  the  prologue  and  the  epilogue,  diough  writ* 
ten  upon  the  common  topicks  of  malicious  and  ignorant  cri« 
ticifin,  and  vndiout  any  particular  relation  to  the  charaAers 
or  incidents  of  the  drama,  are  defervedly  celebrated  for  their 
elegance  and  fpr^tlinefe. 

Limberham,  or  the  kind  Keeper  (1680),  is  a  comedy, 
which,  after  the  third  night,  was  prohibited  as  too  indecent 
for  the  ftage.  What  gave  offence,  was  m  the  printing,  as 
the  author  iays,  altered  or  omitted.  Dryden  confefles  that 
Ytsindecency  wasobje^dto;  but  Langbaine,  who  yet  fd- 
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dom  favours  him^   imputes  its  expulfion  to  refentineDt,  be* 
caufe  it  ^^  fo  much  expofed  the  keeping  part  of  the  town.'' 

Oedipus  (I679)  is  a  tragedy  formed  by  Dryden  and  Lee, 
in  conjun6Uon^  from  the  works  of  Sophocles^  Seneca,  and 
Comeille.  Dryden  planned  the  fcenes,  and  compofed  the 
firft  and  third  a£b. 

Don  Sehajlian  (\690)  is  commonly  efteemed  either  the 
firft  or  fecond  of  his  dramatick  performances.  It  is  too  long 
to  be  all  a£led,  and  has  many  chara6lers  and  many  incidents ; 
and  though  it  is  not  without  {allies  of  frantick  dignity,  and 
more  noife  than  meaning,  yet,  as  it  makes  approaches  to  tlie 
poflibilities  of  real  life,  and  lias  fome  fentiments  which  leave 
91  ftrong  impreffion,  it  continued  long  to  attract  attention. 
Amidll  the  difirefles  of  princes,  and  the  viciffitudes  of  em- 
pire, are  inferted  feveral  fcenes  which  the  writer  intended  for 
comick;  but  which,  I  fuppofe,  that  age  did  not  much  com-* 
mend,  and  this  would  not  endure.  There  are,  however, 
paffages  of  excellence  univer&dly  acknowledged :  the  difpute 
and  the  reconciliation  of  Porax  and  Sebaftian  has  always  beea 
admired. 

This  play  was  firft  a£ted  in  1690,  after  Dryden  had  for 
fome  years  difcontinued  dramatick  poetiy. 

Amphitryon  is  a  comedy  derived  from  Plautus  and  Mo- 
liere.  The  dedication  is  dated  061.  1690.  This  play  feems 
to  have  fucceeded  at  its  firft  appearance ;  and  was,  I  think, 
long  confidered  as  a  very  diverting  entertainment. 

Cleomenes  (I692)  is  a  tragedy,  only  remarkable  as  it  oc- 
cafioned  an  incident  related  in  the  Guardian^  and  allufively 
mentioned  by  Dryden  in  his  preface.  As  he  came  out  from 
the  reprefentation,  he  was  accofted  thus  by  fome  airy  ftrip- 
ling :  ^^  Had  I  been  left  alone  with  a  young  beauty,  I  would 
'*  not  have  fpent  my  time  like  your  Spartan."  "  lliat.  Sir," 
laid  Dryden,  '^  perhaps  is  true ;  but  give  me  leave  to  tell  you 
*'  that  you  are  no  hero." 

King  Arthur  (l6gi)  is  another  opera.  It  was  the  la^ 
woric,  that  Dryden  performed  for  King  Charles^  who  did  Q0( 
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live  to  fee  it  exhibited,  and  it  does  not  feem  to  have  been 
ever  broaght  upon  the  llage  *•  In  the  dedication  to  the 
Marquis  of  Halifax,  tliere  is  a  very  elegant  charader  of 
Charles,  and  a  pleating  account  of  his  latter  Ufe.  When  this 
was  firft  broi^t  upon  the  ftage,  news  that  the  Duke  of  Mon* 
month  had  landed  was  told  in  the  theatre;  upon  which  tfao 
company  departed^  and  Arthur  was  exhibited  no  more. 

His  laft  drama  was  L&ve  Triumphant ^  a  tragi-comedy. 
In  bis  dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Saliibury  he  mentions  '^  the 
^  lowneis  of  fortune  to  which  he  has  voluntarily  reduced 
^'  himfelf,  and  of  which  he  has  no  reafon  to  be  afhamed." 

This  play  appeared  in  1694.  It  is  ilkid  to  have  been  un» 
(iiccefsful.  The  cataflrophe,  proceeding  merely  from  a 
change  of  mind^  is  confeffed  by  the  author  to  be  defe£tive« 
Thus  he  began  and  ended  his  dramatick  labours  with  ill  fuc* 
ceis« 

From  fuch  a  number  of  theatrical  pieces,  it  will  be  fup- 
pofed^  by  moft  readers,  that  he  muft  have  improved  his  for- 
tune $  at  leaft,  that  fuch  diligence  with  fuch  abilities  muft 
have  fet  penury  at  defiance.  But  in  Dryden's  time  the  drama 
was  Vfsry  Car  from  that  univerial  approbation  which  it  has  now 
obtained.  The  pbyhoufe  was  abhorred  by  the  Puritans,  and 
avoided  by  thole  who  defired  the  chara6ler  of  ferioufiieis  or 
decency.  A  grave  lawyer  would  have  debafed  his  dignity, 
and  a  young  trader  would  have  impaired  his  credit,  by  ap« 
peanng  in  tbofe  manfions  of  diffolute  licentioufnels.  The 
profits  of  the  theatre,  when  fo  many  claffes  of  the  people 
were  dedu&d  from  the  audience,  were  not  great;  and  the 
poet  had,  for  a  long  time^  but  a  fingle  night.  The  firft  that 
had  two  nights  was  Southern ;  and  the  firft  that  had  three  was 
Rowe.  There  were,  however,  in  thofe  days,  arts  of  im- 
proving a  poet's  profit,  which  Dryden  forbore  to  pra6Ufe ; 
fOid  a  play  therefore  feldom  produced  him  more  than  a  bun- 

*  Thb  is  a  miftake.     It  was  fet  to  niafick  by  Fucell,  and  well  re^vodt 
fQd  '^  vet  a  laYoarito  eBtertaioiaeBtk    H. 
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dred  pounds^  by  the  accumulated  gain  of  the  third  night,  the 
dedication^  and  the  copy. 

Ahnoft  every  piece  bad  a  dedication^  written  widi  iiich  ele- 
gance and  luxuriance  of  praife^  as  neither  baughtineb  nor  ava^ 
rice  could  be  imagined  able  to  refift.  But  he  feems  to  have 
made  flattery  too  cheap.  That  prufe  ia  worth  nothing  of 
which  the  price  is  known* 

To  increafe  the  value  of  hia  copies^  he  often  accompanied 
his  work  with  a  preface  of  criticiim ;  a  kind  of  learning  then 
almoft  new  in  the  Eogliih  language^  and  which  he  who  had 
confidered  with  great  accuracy  the  principles  of  writing,  was 
able  to  diftribute  copioufly  as  occafions  arofe.  By  thefe  dif- 
fertations  the  publick  judgment  muft  have  been  much  ini« 
proved ;  and  Swift,  who  converfed  with  Dryden,  relates  that 
he  regretted  the  fuccels  of  his  own  inftru£iions,  and  found  hip 
readers  made  fuddenly  too  ikilful  to  be  eaiily  fatisfied. 

His  prologues  had  fuch  reputation,  that  for  fome  time  a 
play  was  confidered  as  le&  likely  to  be  M'ell  received,  if  f<Hne 
of  his  verfes  did  not  introduce  it.  The  price  of  a  prologue 
was  two  guineas,  till,  being  aiked  to  write  one  for  Mn 
Southern,  he  demanded  three :  ''  Not,"  £ud  he,  '^  young 
*^  man,  out  of  difrelpe^  to  you ;  but  the  players  hav.e  had  my 
^  goods  too  cheap.*' 

.  Though  he  declares,  that  in  his  own  opinion,  his  genkw 
was  not  dramatick^  be  had  great  confidence  in  his  own  ferti- 
lity^ for  he  is  fiiid  to  have  engaged,  by  contrafft,  to  fumifli 
four  plays  a  year. 

It  is  certain  that  in  one  year,  l67H  *,  he  publiflied  jili 
for  Love,  The  Jlfjigtiation,  two  parts  of  the  Conque^  of 
Granada,  Sir  Martin  Marr^ll,  sod  the  State  of  Innocence, 
fix  complete  plays,  with  a  celerky  of  performance,  whicl\, 
though  all  LaBgbaine*s  chaises  of  plagiariim  ihould  be  al« 


*  Dr.  Jolinfoii  in  this  aflertion  was  miiled  by  LanglMune.  Only  one  of 
ihcfe  plays  appeared  in  1678.  Nor  wece  there  store  Uian  three  ia  any  one 
year.    The  dates  are  now  added  from  the  origUMd  ediuow.    iU 
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Jowed^  fliews  fiich  facflity  of  compofition^  fiich  readineft  of 
Ittiguagey  ami  fuch  copioufneis  of  feDtiment,  as,  fince  the 
Ume  of  Lopez  de  Vi^,  perhaps  no  other  autfior  has  ever 
poffeffed. 

He  did  not  eDJoy  his  reputation,  however  great,  nor  his 
profits,  however  fmtll,  without  molefiation*  He  had  dri« 
ticks  to  endure,  and  rivals  to  oppofe.  The  two  noft  diftia* 
guiihed  wits  of  the  nobility,  the  Duke  of  Buckingliam  and 
Earl  of  Rochefter,  decbred  themfelves  his  enemies. 

Buckingham  charafterifed  him,  in  1671^  by  the  name  of 
Baye$  in  the  Rehearfal;  a  farce  which  he  is  laid  to  have 
written  with  the  aflSftflnce  of  Butler,  the  author  of  Hudi- 
iriis ;  Martin  Clifford,  of  the  Charter-houfe ;  and  Dr.  Sprat, 
the  friend  of  Cowley,  then  his  Chaplain.  Dryden  add  his 
friends  laughed  at  the  length  of  time,  and  the  number  of 
hands,  employed  upon  this  performance ;  in  which,  diougfi 
by  fome  artifice  of  adion  it  yet  keeps  poffefBon  of  the  fiage, 
it  is  not  pofiible  now  to  find  any  thing  that  might  not  have 
been  written  vidthout  fo  long  delay,  or  a  coirfedenu^  b  nu* 
merous. 

To  a^oft  the  minute  events  of  literary  hifloiy,  is  ledioiii 
and  troublefome ;  it  requires  indeed  no  great  force  of  undef- 
^bttdingy  but  often  depaids  upon  enquiries  winch  there  is  no 
opportunity  of  making,  or  is  to  be  fetched  from  books  and 
pamphlets  not  always  at  hand. 

Tlie  Rtheaffal  was  played  in  l57 1  *i  and  yet  b  repre* 
fented  as  ridiculing  pafiages  in  the  Conqueji  of  Granada^ 
and  Affignation,  which  were  not  published  till  1678;  in 
Marriage  Ma-mode,  publifhed  in  l673 ;  and  in  Tyranniek 
Love,  in  1677*  Thefe  contradictions  fliew  how  raihly  fttine 
js  applied  j:« 


•  It  WM  publtfiied  in  167f.    R. 

t  The  Conqueft  rf  Granada  wu  publiOied  in  167f ;  Tke  AffigiMi^nt  ia 
1573 :  Maniag€  d-Ja-niMlf  in  ibe  fame  year :  and  Tyranniek  Lave  in  167t. 
f  There  is  no  contiadi£lioiit  according  to  Mr.  Malone«  bat  wbat  ariioi  firtn 
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It  is  Cud  that  this  faarce  was  origiiiany  intended  againft  Da^ 
venant,  who^  m  the  firft  draught,  was  rharafterifed  by  die 
name  of  Bilboa.  Davenant  had  been  a  foUier  and  an  ad- 
venturer. 

Ilere  is  one  pafls^e  in  die  Rehearfal  ftill  remaining^ 
which  feems  to  have  rdated  originally  to  Davenant«  Bayei 
hurts  his  nofe,  and  comes  in  with  brown  paper  apj^ied  to  the 
bniife :  how  this  affeSed  Dryden^  does  not  appear.  Dave- 
nant's  nofe  had  fuffered  fuch  diminution  by  miOuips  among 
the  women^  that  a  patch  upon  that  part  evidently  denoted 
him. 

It  is  find  likewife  that  Sir  Robert  Howard  was  once  meant. 
The  de^|;n  was  probaUy  to  ridicule  the  reigning  poet^  what- 
ever he  might  be. 

Muchof  theperfonalfiitire^  to  which  it  might  owe  its  firft 
receptiim^  is  now  lok  or  obfcured.  Boyes  probably  imi- 
tated the  dreis,  and  mimicked  the  manner,  of  Dryden ;  the 
cant  words  which  are  fo  often  in  his  mouth  may  be  fuppofed 
to  have  been  Diyden's  habitual  phrafes,  or.cultomary  excla- 
mations. Bayes,  when  he  is  to  write,  is  blooded  and  puiged  ; 
this,  as  Lamotte  relates  himfelf  to  have  heard,  was  the  real 
pradice  of  the  poet. 

There  were  other  ilrokes  in  the  Behearfal  by  which  ma* 
lice  was  gratified ;  the  debate  between  Love  and  Honour, 
which  keeps  prince  Volfcuu  in  a  fingle  boot,  is  feid  to  have 
alluded  to  the  miicondu6l  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  loft 
Dublin  to  the  rebels  while  he  was  toying  with  a  mifirefs. 

The  earl  of  Rochefter,  to  fopprefi  the  reputation  of  Dry- 
den, took  Settle  into  his  prote£tion,  and  endeavofired  to  per- 
fuade  the  publick  that  its  approbation  had  been  to  that  time 
mifplaced.  Settle  was  a  while  in  high  reputation ;  his  Em- 
prefs  of  Morocco,  having  firft  delighted  the  town,  was  car- 
ried in  triumph  to  Whitehall,  and  played  by  the  ladies  of 

Dr.  Johnfon's  havin|;  copied  the  crroncow  daUs  ^fCigazd  to  thefc  plays  by 
I'^ngbaine.    C. 
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the  court.  Now  was  the  poetical  meteor  at  the  bigheft :  the 
next  moment  begap  its  fall.  Rocbefler  withdrew  bis  pa« 
tronagc ;  feeming  refolved^  fays  one  of  bis  biographers^  "  to 
have  a  judgment  contrary  to  that  of  the  town  \^  perhaps  be* 
ing  unable  to  endure  any  reputation  beyond  a  certain  height^ 
even  when  he  bad  himfdf  contributed  to  raife  it. 

Neither  criticks  nor  rivals  did  Dryden  much  mifchief^  un- 
lefs  they  gained  from  his  own  temper  the  power  of  vexing  bim^ 
which  his  frequent  burfts  of  refentment  give  reafon  to  fufpe3:« 
He  is  always  angry  at  fome  paft«  or  afraid  of  fome  future  ceo- 
fure;  but  be  leiTens  the  fmart  of  his  wounds  by  the  balm  of 
his  own  approbation^  and  endeavours  to  repel  the  (hafts  of 
criticifm  by  oppofing  a  ihield  of  adamantine  confidence. 

The  perpetual  accufation  produced  againft  him^  was  that  of 
plagiarifm^  againft  which  he  never  attempted  any  vigorous 
defence ;  for  though  he  was  perhaps  fometimes  injuriouflj 
cenfiired,  he  would^  by  denying  part  of  the  charge^  have  coiu 
fefled  the  rell ;  and^  as  his  adverfaries  had  the  proof  in  their 
own  hands^  be^  who  knew  that  wit  bad  little  power  agaioft 
hBs,  wifely  left,  in  that  perplexity  which  it  generally  pro- 
duces, a  queftion  whi^h  it  was  his  intereft  to  fuppreis,  and 
which^  unlefs  provoked  by  vindication^  few  were  likely  to 
examine. 

Though  the  life  of  a  writer,  from  about  thirty-five  to  fixty-* 
three,  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  fufficiently  bufied  by 
the  compofition  of  eight-and-twenty  pieces  for  the  ftage, 
Dryden  found  room  m  the  fame  fpace  for  many  other  under* 
takings. 

But,  how  much  foever  he  wrote,  he  was  at  leaft  once  ful^ 
peeked  of  writing  more;  for,  in  1679^  a  paper  of  verfea^ 
called  An  mpiy  on  Satire,  was  fliewn  about  in  manufcript; 
by  which  the  Earl  of  Rochefter,  the  Dutcheis  of  Port& 
.mouth,  and  others,  were  fo  much  provoked,  that,  as  was 
fuppofed  (for  the  a^ors  were  never  difcovered),  they  pro- 
cured Dryden,  whom  they  fufpeded  as  the  author,  to  be 
waylaid  and  beatea.    This  incident  is  mentioned  by  the  Duke 
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of  Bttckinghamihire  *,  the  trae  writer^  in  his  Art  of  Poetry ; 
where  he  fiiys  of  Dryden^ 

Though  prais'd  and  beaten  for  another's  rhymes. 
His  own  deferve  as  great  applaufe  fometimes. 

His  reputatioii  in  time  was  fiich,  that  his  name  was  though! 
neceflary  to  the  fuccels  of  every  poetical  or  literary  perform* 
anoe,  and  therefore  he  was  engaged  to  contribute  fomething, 
whatever  it  might  be,  to  many  publications.  He  prefixed 
the  Life  of  Polybius  to  the  traniktion  of  Sir  Henry  Sheers : 
and  thofe  of  Lucian  and  Plutardi,  to  veiiions  of  their  works 
by  different  hands.  Of  the  Englifh  Tacitus  he  tranflated  the 
firft  book ;  and,  if  Gordon  be  credited,  tranflated  it  from  the 
French.  Such  a  charge  can  hardly  be  mentioned  without 
Ibme  degree  of  ind^ation;  but  it  is  not,  I  fuppofe,  fo  much 
to  be  inferred,  that  Dryden  wanted  the  literature  neceflary  to 
the  pem&l  of  Tacitus,  as  that,  confidering  bimfelf  as  hidden 
in  a  crowd,  he  had  no  awe  of  the  publick ;  and,  writing 
merely  for  money,  was  contented  to  get  it  by  die  neareft  way. 

In  I68Q,  the  E4>iftles  of  Ovid  being  tranflated  by  the  poets 
4ft  the  time,  among  which  one  was  the  work  of  Dryden^  and 
another  of  Dryden  and  Lord  Mulgrave,  it  was  neceflaiy  to 
introduce  them  by  a  preface  ;  and  Dryden,  who  on  fuch  oc- 
rafions  was  r^ularly  fummoned,  prefixed  a  difcourfe  upon 
tranflation,  which  was  then  ftruggling  for  die  liber^  that  it 
jiow  enjoys.  Why  it  fliould  ^nd  any  difficulty  in  breaking  the 
"fliaokles  of  verbal  interpretation,  which  muft  for  ever  debar 
it  from  elegance,  it  would  be  difficult  to  conje6bire,  were 
not  the  power  of  prejudice  every  day  obferved.  The  autho- 
«^ity  of  Jonfon,  Sandys,  and  Holiday,  had  fixed  the  judgment 
4)f  the  nation ;  and  it  was  not  eafily  believed  that  a  better  way 
xould  be  found  than  they  had  taken,  though  Fanflkaw,  Den- 
4iam,  Waller,  and  Cowley,  had  tried  to  give  examples  of  a 
different  prafitice. 

•^tuaentioiied  by  A.Wood»AUieB.QKon.Tol.ILp.80i.td£d.a 
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In  168 1^  Dryden  became  yet  more  confp]cuoa.s  by  uniting 
politicks  with  poetry,  in  the  memorable  fatire  called  jib/w 
hm  and  jichitophel,  written  againft  the  fa6lion  which^  by 
Lord  Shafteibury's  incitement,  fet  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  at 
its  head. 

Of  this  poem,  in  which  perfonal  iatire  was  applied  to  the 
fiipport  of  public  principles,  and  in  which  therefore  every 
mind  was  interefted,  the  reception  was  eager,  and  the  fale  fo 
large,  that  my  iather,  an  old  bookfeller,  told  me,  he  had  not 
known  it  equalled  but  by  Sacheverell's  trial. 

The  reafon  of  this  general  perufal  Addifon  has  attempted 
to  derive  from  the  delight  which  the  mind  feels  in  the  invefti* 
gation  of  fecrets ;  and  thinks  that  curioiity  to  decipher  the 
names  procured  readers  to  the  poem.  There  is  no  need  to 
enquire  why  thofe  verfes  were  read,  which,  to  all  the  attrac* 
tions  of  wit,  elegance,  and  harmony,  added  the  co-operation 
of  all  the  fa£lious  paflions,  and  filled  every  mind  with  tri- 
umph or  refentment. 

It  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  all  the  provocation  given  by 
Dryden  would  be  endured  without  refiftance  or  reply.  Both 
his  perfon  and  his  party  were  expofed  in  their  turns  to  the 
(hafts  of  fatire,  which,  though  neither  fo  well  pointed,  nor 
perhaps  fo  well  aimed,  undoubtedly  drew  blood. 

One  of  thefe  poems  is  called  Dryden  s  Satire  on  his  Mufe; 
afcribed,  though,  as  Pope  lays,  falfely,  to  Somers,  who  was 
afterwards  chancellor.  The  poem,  whofefoever  it  was,  has 
much  virulence,  and  fome  fprightlinefs*  The  writer  tells  all 
the  ill  that  he  can  colle3:  both  of  Dryden  and  his  friends. 

The  poem  of  Abfalom  and  Achitophel  had  two  anfwers, 
now  both  forgotten ;  one  called  Azaria  and  Ht{/hai;  the 
other  Abjdhmfenior.  Of  thefe  hoftile  compofitions,  Dry- 
den apparently  imputes  Abfalom fenior  to  Settle,  by  quoting 
in  his  verfes  againft  him  the  fecond  line.  Azaria  and  Hu* 
Jhai  was,  as  Wood  fitys,  imputed  to  him,  though  it  is  fome- 
what  unUkely  that  he  fhould  write  twice  ou  the  fame  occa- 

▼OL.  I.  c 
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iion*    This  is  a  difficulty  which  I  caunot  remove^  for  watit 
of  a  miBuler  knowledge  of  poetical  tranfafUons  *• 

'  The  fame  year  he  puUiihed  The  Medal,  of  which  the  fub- 
je3  18  a  medal  ftiiick  on  Lord  Shafteibury's  efcape  from  a 
profecution^  by  the  ignoramus  of  a  grand  jury  of  Londoners. 
In  both  poems  he  maintains  the  fame  principles,  and  faw 
them  both  attacked  by  the  fame  antagonili.  Eikanah  Settle^ 
vrho  had  anfwered  Abfalom,  appeared  with  equal  courage  ia 
oppoiitian  to  The  Medal,  and  publiflied  an  anfwer  called 
The  Medal  reverfed,  with  fo  much  fuccels  in  both  encoun-* 
tecs,  that  he  left  the  palm  doubtful,  and  dWided  the  fuffrages 
of  the  nation.  Such  are  the  revolutions  of  &me,  or  fuch  ia 
the  prevalence  of  faihion^  that  the  man,  whofe  works  have 
not  yet  been  thought  to  deferve  the  care  of  coUeSing  themy 
who  died  forgotten  in  an  hofpital,  and  whofe  latter  years  were 
ipent  in  contriving  fliows  for  fairs,  and  carrying  an  elegy  of 
epithalamium,  of  which  the  beginning  and  end  were  occa- 
fionally  varied,  but  the  intermediate  parts  were  always  the 
IfAie,  to  every  houle  where  there  was  a  funeral  or  a  wedding, 
might  with  truth  have  had  infcribed  up<m  his  ftone. 

Here  lies  the  Rival  and  Antagoiiifi  of  Dryden. 

Settle  was,  for  his  rebellion,  feverely  chaftifed  by  Drydeo 
tinder  the  name  of  Doeg,  in  the  fecond  part  of  Ahfalwn  and 
Aahkophel;  and  was  perhaps  ibr  his  fadious  audacity  made 
the  city  poet,  whofe  annual  olBice  was  to  defcribe  the  glories 
of  the  Mayor's  day.  Of  thefe  bards  he  was  die  laft,  and 
feems  not  much  to  have  deferved  even  this  degree  ol  regard, 
if  it  was  paid  to  his  political  opinions:  for  he  afterwards 
wrote  ft  panegyrick  on  the  virtties  of  judge  Jefferies^  and  what 
more  could  have  been  done  by  the  meaneft  zealot  for  prero- 
gative? 

Of  tranflated  fragments,  or  occafional  poems,  to  enume- 
rate the  titles,  or  fettle  die  dates,  vwuld  be  tedious,  with  lit- 

*  Axaria  and  Hufliai  waa  written  by  Samuel  Fordage,  a  dramatick  writer 
of  that  time.    C. 
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tie  life.  It  may  be  obferved^  that^  as  Dryden's  genius  was* 
commonly  excited  by  fome  perfonal  regard^  he  rarely  writes 
upon  a  general  topick. 

Soon  after  the  acceffion  of  King  James^  when  the  defign 
of  reconciling  the  nation  to  the  Church  of  Rome  became  ap« 
parent^  and  the  reli^on  of  the  court  gave  the  only  efBeacious 
title  to  its  favours^  Dryden  declared  hinifelf  a  convert  to 
Popery.  This  at  any  other  time  might  have  paflTed  with  little 
cenfure.  Sir  Kcnehn  Digby  embraced  Popery;  the  two 
Reynolds  reciprocally  converted  one  another** ;  and  GbiUing* 
#orth  himfelf  was  a  while  fo  entangled  in  the  wilds  of  contro- 
verfy,  as  to  retire  for  quiet  to  an  infallible  Church.  If  men 
of  argument  and  ftttdy  can  find  fuch  difficulties,  or  fuch  mo^ 
dves,  as  may  either  unite  them  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  or 
detain  them  in  uncertainty,  there  can  be  no  wonder  that  a 
man,  who  perhaps  never  enquired  why  he  Was  a  Protefiant^ 
iivDuld  by  an  artful  and  experienced  difputant  be  made  a  Pa- 
pift,  overborne  by  the  fudden  violence  of  new  and  unexpected 
arguments,  or  deceived  by  a  reprefentation  which  ihews  only 
the  doubts  on  one  part,  and  only  the  evidence  on  the  other. 

That  converfion  will  always  be  fufpeded  that  apparently 
concurs  with  intereft.  He  that  never  finds  his  error  till  it  bin- 
ders  his  progreis  towards  wealth  or  honour,  will  not  be 
thought  to  love  Truth  only  for  herfelf.  *  Yet  it  may  eafily 
happctt  that  information  may  come  at  a  commodious  time ; 
and,  as  truth  and  interefl  are  not  by  any  fatal  neceffity  at  va^ 
riance,  that  one  may  by  accident  introduce  the  other  Vfhetk 
opinions  are  fhiigglin^  into  popularity,  the  aigunkents  by 
which  they  are  oppofed  or  defended  become  more  known ; 
and  he  that  changes  his  profeffion  would  perhaps  hiave 
changed  it  before,  with  the  like  opportunities  of  inftru£Hon» 
This  was  the  then  ftate  of  Popery ;  eveiy  artifice  was  Ufed  to 

*I>r.  John  Reyaotdfl,  iHio  lived  temp.  Jic.  I.  wfts  at  iirft  a  zealotu  Papift^ 
aad  his  brother  William  as  earneft  a  Proteftant ;  but,  by  mutual  difpatatioiii 
each  con? erted  tbe  other.    See  Fuller's  Ghweh  Hiilorj,  p.  47.  book  X.    H# 
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A£biated  therefore  by  zeal  for  Rome,  or  hope  of  hme,  he 
publiflied  the  Hind  and  Panther,  a  poem  in  which  the 
Church  of  Rome,  figured  by  the  milk-white  Hind,  .defends 
her  tenets  againft  the  Church  of  Engknd,  reprefented  by  the 
Panther,  a  beaft  beautiful,  but  fpotted. 

A  fable,  which  exhibits  two  beafis  talking  Theology,  ap- 
pears at  once  full  of  abfurdity ;  and  it  M'as  accordingly  ridi- 
culed in  the  City  Moufe  and  Country  Moufe,  a  parody, 
li?ritten  by  Montague,  afterwards  Ear]  of  Halifax,  and  Prior, 
who  then  gave  the  firft  fpecimen  of  his  abilities. 

The  converfion  of  fucb  a  man,  at  fuch  a  time,  was  not 
likely  to  pais  uncenfured.  Three  dialogues  were  publiflied 
by  the  facetious  Thomas  Brown,  of  which  the  two  firfl  were 
called  Reafvns  of  Mr.  Baye$*$  changing  his  ReligioH:  and 
the  third,  the  Reafons  of  Mr,  Hains  the  Players  Conver* 
(ion  and  Be-converfion.  The  firfl  was  printed  in  1668,  the 
fecond  not  till  1690,  the  third  in  I69I.  The  clamour  feems 
to  have  been  long  continued,  and  the  fubje6l  to  have  firongly 
fixed  the  publick  attention. 

In  the  two  firft  dialogues  Bayes  is  brought  into  the  company 
of  Crites  and  Eugenia^,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  debated 
on  dramatick  poetry.  The  two  talkers  m  the  third  are  Mr« 
Bayes  and  Mr.  Hains. 

Brown  was  a  man  not  deficient  in  literature,  nor  deftitute 
of  fancy ;  but  he  feems  to  have  thought  it  the  pinnacle  of 
excellence  to  be  a  merry  fellow  ;  and  therefore  laid  out  his 
powers  upon  fmall  jefis  or  grols  buffoonery ;  fo  that  his  per* 
forniances  have  little  intrinfick  value,  and  were  read  only 
while  they  were  recommended  by  the  novdty  of  the  event 
that  occafioned  them. 

Thefe  dialogues  are  like  his  other  works :  what  fenfe  or 
knowledge  they  contain  is  difgraced  by  the  garb  in  which  it  is 
exhibited.  One  great  fource  of  pleafure  is  to  call  Drydea 
little  Hayes.  Ajax,  who  happens  to  be  mentioned,  is  '^  he 
^  that  wore  as  many  cow-hides  upon  his  ihield  as  Mfould  l^ve 
**  furuiflied  half  the  King's  army  wi^  flioe-leatber. 
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fieiog  aiked  wkether  he  had  feen  the  Hmd  and  Panther, 
Crites  anfwers :  "  Seen  it !  Mr.  Bayes^  why  I  can  ftir  na 
"  where  but  it  purfues  me :  it  haunts  me  worfe  than  a  pew- 
'^  ter-buttoned  ferjeant  does  a  decayed  cit.  Sometimes  I 
'*  meet  it  in  a  band-box,  when  my  hiundreis  brings  home  my 
''  linen;  fometimes,  whether  I  will  or  no,  it  lights  my  pipe 
''  at  a  coffee-houfe;  fometimes  it  furprifes  me  in  a  trunk* 
*'  maker^s  fliop ;  and  fometimes  it  refreflies  my  memory  for 
'^  me  on  the  backfide  of  a  Chancery4aiie  parcel.  For  your 
''  comfort  too,  Mn  Bayes,  I  have  not  only  feeo  it,  as  you 
'^  may  perceive,  but  have  read  it  too,  and  can  quote  it  as 
^  freely  upon  occafion  as  a  frugal  tradefoian  can  quote  that 


'*  noUe  treatife  the  Worth  of  a  Penny  to  his  extravagant 
'^  'prentice,  that  revels  in  ftewed  apples  and  penny  cuflards.'' 

The  whole  animation  of  thefe  compofitions  arifes  from  a 
proftifion  of  ludicrous  and  affefied  comparifons.  ^'  To  fo* 
*'  cure  one's  chaftity/'  fays  Bayes,  '*  little  more  is  necefibry 
^  than  to  leave  off  a  correfpondenee  with  the  other  fex,which, 
''  to  a  wife  man,  is  no  greater  a  punifliment  than  it  would 
^  be  to  a  fanatick  perfon  to  be  forbid  feeing  The  CheaU 
"  and  The  Committee ;  or  for  my  Lord  Mayor  and  Alder- 
^  men  to  be  interdided  the  fight  of  The  London  Cuckolds/' 
This  is  the  general  ftrain,  and  therefore  I  fliall  be  eafily  ex* 
cufed  the  labour  of  more  tranfcriptioo. 

Brown  does  not  wholly  forget  paft  tranfadions:  ^^  You  be* 
^'  gan,"  lays  Crites  to  Bayes, '''  a  very  different  religion,  and 
^  have  not  mended  the  matter  in  your  laft  choice.  It  was  but 
'^  reafon  that  your  Mufe,  which  appeared  firft  in  a  tyrant's 
*^  quarrel,  fliouki  employ  her  laft  efforts  to  juftify  the  ufurpa* 
«  tion  of  the  Hind." 

Next  year  the  nation  was  fummoned  to  celebrate  the  birth 
of  the  Prince.  Now  was  the  time  for  Dryden  to  roufe  his 
imagination,  and  ftrain  his  voice.  Happy  days  were  at  hand^ 
and  he  was  wHling  to  enjoy  and  diffufe  the  anticipated  blef« 
fiqgs.    He  publiihed  a  poem^  filled  with  prediCUons  c   gieat« 


i 


H 
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ne'*8  and  profperity;  predifitions,  of  which  it  is  not  neceffary 
to  tell  how  they  have  been  verified. 

A  few  months  pafled  after  thefe  joyful  notes,  and  every 
bloifom  of  Popifii  Hope  was  blafted  for  ever  by  the  Revolu^ 
tion.     A  Papift  now  could  be  no  longer  laureat.     The  reve* 
nue,  which  he  had  enjoyed  with  fo  much  pride  and  praife^ 
was  transferred  to  Shadwell,  an  old  enemy^  whom  he  had ' 
formerly  iligmatifed  by  the  name  of  Og,     Drydeu  could  not 
decently  complain  that  he  was  depofed ;  but  feemed  very  an- 
gry that  Shadwell  fucceeded  him^  and  has  therefore  cele-* 
brated  the  intruder's  inauguration  in  a  poem  exquifitely  fati- 
rical,  called  Mac  Flecknoe* ;  of  which  the  Dunciad^as  Pope' 
himfelf  declares^  is  an  imitation^  though  more  extended  in 
its  plan^  and  more  diverfified  in  its  incidents. 

It  is  related  by  Prior,  that  Lord  Dorfet,  when  as  cham* 
berlain  he  was  conftrained  to  eje6i  Dryden  from  his  office> 
gave  him  from  his  own  purfe  an  allowance  equal  to  the  fa* 
lary.  This  is  no  romantick  or  incredible  a3;  of  generofity ; 
an  hundred  a  year  is  often  enough  given  to  claims  leis  cogent 
by  mtn  lefs  famed  for  liberality.  Yet  Dryden  always  repre- 
fented  himfelf  as  fuffering  under  a  public  infli&ion ;  and  once 
particularly  demands  refped  for  the  patience  with  which  he 
endured  the  lufs  of  his  little  fortune.  His  patron  might,  in** 
deed,  enjoin  him  to fupprefs  his  bounty;  but,  if  he  fuffered 
nothing,  he  ihould  not  have  complained. 

During  the  fliort  reign  of  King  James,  he  had  written  no- 
thing for  the  ftage  f  ,  being,  in  his  opinion,  more  profitably 
employed  in  controverfy  and  flattery.  Of  praife  he  might 
perhaps  have  been  lefs  lavifli  without  inconvenience,  for 
James  was  never  faid  to  have  much  regard  for  poetry:  he 
was  to  be  flattered  only  by  adopting  his  religion. 

Times  were  now   changed:  Dryden  was  np  longer  the 

*  All  Drj  den's  biographers  bare  laifdated  this  poem,  wl^cb  Mr.  Malone'i^ 
more  accurate  refearches  prove  to  have  been  pablilbed  on  the  4th  of  06tober^ 
1682.     C. 

f  Albion  and  Albanm  muA  boweTcr  be  excepted.    B^ 
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court-poet^  and  was  to  look  back  for  fupport  to  his  former 
trade ;  and  having  waited  about  two  years^  either  coniidering 
himfelf  as  difcountenanced  by  the  publick^  or  perhaps  ex- 
pe3ing  a  fecond  Revolution^  he  produced  Don  Sebajiian  m 
1690 ;  and  in  the  next  four  years  four  dramas  more. 

Id  1693  appeared  a  new  verfion  of  Juvenal  and  Perfius« 
Of  Juvenal  he  tranflated  the  firft^  thirds  fixth^  tenths  and  fix. 
teenth  iatires ;  and  of  Perfius  the  whole  work.  On  this  oc- 
cafion  he  introduced  his  two  fons  to  the  publick^  as  nurfe- 
lings  of  the  Mufes.  The  fourteenth  of  Juvenal  was  the  work 
of  John^  and  the  feventh  of  Charles  Dryden  •  He  prefixed 
a  very  ample  pre&ce^  in  the  form  of  a  dedication  to  Lord 
Dorfet;  and  there  gives  an  account  of  the  defign  which  he 
had  once  formed  to  write  an  epick  poem  on  the  a£Uons  ei« 
ther  of  Arthur  or  the  Black  Prince.  He  confidered  the  epick 
as  neceflarily  including  fome  kind  of  fupernatural  agency^  and 
had  imagined  a  new  kind  of  conteft  between  the  guardian  an- 
gels of  kingdoms^  of  whom  he  conceived  that  each  might  be 
reprefented  zealous  for  his  charge^  without  any  intended  op- 
pofition  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Supreme  Beings  of  which  all 
created  m'mds  muft  in  part  be  ignorant. 

This  is  the  moft  reafonable  fcheme  of  celeftial  interpofitiou 
that  ever  was  formed.  The  furprizes  and  terrors  of  enchant- 
ments^ which  have  fucceeded  to  the  intrigues  and  oppofitions 
of  Pagan  deities^  afford  very  ftriking  fcenes^  and  open  a  vaft 
extent  to  the  imagination;  but^  as  Boileau  obferves  (and 
Boileau  will  be  feldom  found  miftaken)^  with  this  incurable 

« 

defeS,  that^  in  a  conteft  between  Heaven  and  Hell,  we  know 
at  the  beginning  which  is  to  prevail ;  for  this  reafon  we  fol- 
low {iinaldo  to  the  enchanted  wood  with  more  curiofity  tliao 
terror. 

In  the  fcheme  of  Dryden  there  is  one  great  difficulty^  which 
yet  he  would  perhaps  have  had  addrefs  enough  to  furmouat. 
Jn  a  war  juftice  can  be  but  on  one  fide ;  and,  to  entitle  the 
liero  to  the  prote&ion  of  angels,  he  muft  fight  in  defence  of 
)Dd|ihita^le  right.     Yet  fom^  of  the  celeftial  beings,  thus  pp- 
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pofed  to  each  other,  muA  hare  been  reprefetited  u  defend- 

n^  guilt. 

Ilial  this  poem  was  never  written,  is  reafoiiably  to  be  la- 
mented. It  would  doiibtlefs  have  improved  our  numbers,  and 
enlarged  our  language ;  and  might  perhaps  have  contributed 
by  pleafing  inftru^ons  to  re6lify  our  opinions,  and  puiiiy 
our  manners. 

What  he  required  as  the  indifpenfable  condition  of  fiich  m 
undertaking,  a  publick  ftipend,  was  not  likely  in  thefe  limea 
to  be  obtained.  Riches  were  not  become  familiar  to  us ; 
nor  had  the  nation  yet  learned  to  be  liberal. 

This  plan  he  chained  Blackmore  with  ftealing ;  "  only," 
lays  he,  "  the  guardian  angels  of  kingdoms  were  machines 
"  too  ponderous  for  him  to  manage." 

In  1694,  he  began  the  moA  laborious  and  difficult  of  all 
his  works,  (he  tranflalion  of  Virgil ;  from  which  he  borrowed 
two  months,  that  he  might  turn  "  Frefnoy's  Art  of  Painting 
into  Englifh  profe.  The  preface,  which  he  boafla  to  have 
written  in  twelve  mornings,  exhibits  a  parallel  of  poetry  and 
painting,  vrith  a  mifcellaneous  colle^on  of  critical  remarks, 
iiich  as  coft  a  mind  ftored  like  his  nn  labour  to  produce  them. 

In  1697,  he  pubblhed  his  verfion  of  the  works  of  Virgil ; 
and,  that  no  opportunity  of  profit  might  be  loA,  dedicated 
the  Paflorals  to  the  Lord  Clifford,  the  Georgicks  to  the  Earl 
of  Chefterfield,  and  the  jEneid  to  the  Earl  of  Mulgrare. 
Hia  ceconomy  of  flattery,  at  once  lavifh  and  difcreet,  did 
not  pafs  without  obfervation. 

This  tranflation  was  cenfured  by  Milbourne,  a  clergyman, 
ftyled,  by  Pope,  "  the  (aireft  of  criticks,"  becaufe  he  exhi- 
iHted  bis  own  verfion  to  be  compared  with  that  n  hich  he 
condemned. 

His  latl  work  was  bis  Fables,  publilbed  In  confequence,  aa 
M  fiippofed,  of  a  contraS  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Tonfon : 
l>y  which  be  obl^;ed  himfelf,  in  confideration  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  finifh  for  the  prefs  ten  thoufand  verfes. 

ne  is  comprifed  the  well-known  ode  on  St.  Ce< 
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cilia's  daji  M'hicb^  aa  appeared  by  a  letter  communicated  to 
Dr.  Birch,  he  fpent  a  fortnight  io  compofing  and  corre&ing. 
But  what  is  this  to  the  patience  and  diligence  of  Boileauj 
tvhofe  Equivoque,  a  poem  of  only  three  hundred  and  forty- 
fix  lines,  took  from  his  life  eleven  months  to  write  it^  and 
three  years  to  revife  iti 

Part  of  his  book  of  FaUes  is  the  fiifi  Iliad  io  Eugliib^  in- 
tended as  a  fpecimen  of  a  verfion  of  the  whole.  Confidering 
into  what  hands  Homer  was  to  fall^  the  reader  cannot  but  re- 
joke  that  thisprojeft  went  no  further. 

The  time  was  nowmt  hand  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  all 
his  fchemes  and  labours.  On  thefirftof  May,  1701,  hav* 
ing  been  feme  time,  as  he  tells  us,  a  cripple  in  his  limbsj  he 
died,  in  Gerard>ftreet,  of  a  mortification  in  his  1^. 

There  is  extant  a  wild  ftory  relating  to  Ibme  vexations 
•vents  that  happened  at  his  fimeral,  which,  at  the  end  of 
Coogreve's  life,  by  a  writer  of  I  know  not  what  credit,  are 
Aus  related,  as  I  find  the  account  transferred  to  a  biogra- 
phical didionary. 

^'  Mr.  Dryden  dying  on  the  Wednefday  morning.  Dr. 
^^  Thomas  Sprat,  then  Biihop  of  Rochefter  and  Dean  of 
^*  Weftminfter,  fent  the  next  day  to  the  Lady  Elizabeth 
*'  Howard,  Mr.  Diyden's  widow,  that  he  would  make  a  pr^ 
'^  feat  of  the  ground,  which  was  forty  pounds,  with  all  the 
*'  other  Abbey^fees.  The  Lord  Hali&x  likewife  fent  to  the 
^^  Lady  Elizabeth,  and  Mr.  Charles  Dryden  her  fon,  that^ 
''  if  they  would  give  him  leave  to  bury  Mr.  Dryden,  he 
'^  would  inter  him  with  a  gentleman's  private  funeral,  and 
"  afterwards  beftow  five  hundred  pounds  on  a  monument  in 
^  the  Abbey ;  which,  as  they  had  no  reafon  to  refufe,  they 
'^  accepted.  On  the  Saturday  following  the  company  came ; 
^'  the  corpfe  was  put  into  a  velvet  hearfe ;  and  eighth  en 
^'  mourning  coaches,  filled  with  company,  attended.  When 
^  they  were  juft  ready  to  move,  the  Lord  Jefferies,  fon  of 
^*  the  Lord  Chancellor  Jefferies,  with  fome  of  his  rakifli 
^  companiops^  coning  by,   aiked  whofe  funeral  it  was ;  and 
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"  being  told  Mr.  Dn-deo's,  he  faid,  '  What,    fliall   Dryden, 

"  the  giiMtertboDotir  and  oTDameDt  of  the  nation,  be  buried 

"  oAm- ifais  private  manner!  No,   gentlemen,    let  all  that 

"  lottHl  Mr.  Dryden,    and  huuour  his  memory,  alight  and 

*■  jotB  with  me  in  gaining  my  lady's  confent  to  let  me  have 

"  the  honour  of  his  interment,  which  Ihall  he  after  another 

"  imnner  than  this ;  and  I  will  beAow  a  thousand  pounds  on 

*  a  monument  in  the  Abbey  for  him.'    The  gentlemen  in  the 

"  coaclied,  not  knowi■^;  of  the  Bilhop  of  Rochefier's  favour, 

"  nor  of  the  lord  Halifax's  generous  defign  (they  both  havings 

"  out  of  refped  to  the  family,  enjoined  tlie  Lady  Elizabeth, 

"  and  her  Ibn,  to  keep  their  fovour  concealed  to  the  woHd, 

"  and  let  it  pafs  fur  their  own  expence),  readily  came  out  of 

"  their  coaches,  and  attended  Lord  Jefferieti  up  to  the  lady'i 

*'  hedlide,  wlio  was  then  fick.     He  repeated  the  purport  of 

**  wliat  he  had  before  faid  ;    but  fhe  abfolutely  refilling,  be 

*<  fell  on  hii  knees,  vowii^  never  to  rife  till  hia  requeft  wai 

*'  gmntcd.    'llie  rell  of  the  company  by  his  defire  kneeled 

**  alfi) ;  and  the  lady,  being  under  a  fuddea  furprize,  fainted 

"  away.     Ai  loon  as  fhe  recovered  her  fpeech,  fhe  cried, 

**   \t),  M0>     l-liMHigh,    gentlemen,   replied  he ;  my  lady   is 

*<  wry  giHtd,    Ihe  fay*,  (lU,  go.     She  repeated  her  former 

"  wnrds*  with  all  her  itrength,   but  in  vain,   for   her  feeble 

"  vaitt  iva»  lort  in  iheir  archunations  of  joy ;  and  the  Lonl 

'*  JetR'rii'S  ordere*!  the  hearfemen  to  carry  the  corpfe  to  Mr. 

«  HnlVtl's,  an  iiiidrrtaLer  in  Cheaplide,  and  leave  it  there 

"  (til  he  (ho'ild  I'eml  ordi^rs  for  the  embalment,  which,  he 

~     •■   '    "  (uld  be  afler  the  royal  manner.     His  dire^ona 

e<l,  the  company  difpeHed,  and  Lady  Elizabelb 

on  remained  inconfulable.     lite  next  day  Mr. 

>ryden  wailed  on   the    l^rd   Halifas  and   the 

>  rxcufe  liit  mother  and  himfelf,  by  relating  the 

But  neither  hi*  LordAip  dot  the  Bifbop  would 

my  |»lea ;  efpvcially  the  latter,  who  had  the  Ab- 

>d,  (he  grpuitd  opeutd,  Ae  choir  aUending,  an 

ariy  fet,  and  hiuifelf  waitiag  for  foue  lime  with. 
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^  out  any  corpfe  to  bury.  Tlie  undertaker^  after  three  days 
^  expe^bince  of  orders  for  embalment  without  receiving  any, 
*^  waited  oa  the  Lord  Jeflferies ;  who^  pretending  ignorance 
^'  of  the  matter^  turned  it  off  with  an  ill-natured  jeil>  fay* 
**  VKgf  that  thofe  who  obferved  the  orders  of  a  drunken  fro- 
^  lick  deferved  no  better ;  that  he  remembered  nothing  at 
**  all  of  it ;  and  that  be  might  do  what  he  pleafed  with  the 
*  corpfe.  Upon  this^  the  undei taker  waited  upon  the  Lady 
'*  Elizabeth  and  her  fon^  and  threatened  to  bring  the  corpfe 
*^  home^  and  fet  it  before  the  door.  They  defired  a  day's 
'^  refpite^  which  was  granted.  Mr.  Charles  Dryden  wrots 
''  a  handfome  letter  to  the  Lord  Jefferies^  who  returned  it 
**  with  this  cool  anfwer : '  That  he  knew  nothing  of  the  mat- 
^'  ter^  and  would  be  troubled  no  more  about  it.*  He  then 
"  addrefied  the  Lord  Halifax  and  the  biihop  of  Rochefter^ 
^'  who  abfolutely  refiifed  to  do  any  thing  in  it.  .  In  this  dif- 
^'  trefe  Dr«  Garth  fent  for  the  corpfe  to  the  College  of  Phy« 
^  ficians,  and  propofed  a  funeral  by  fubfcription,  to  which 
^^  himfelf  fet  a  moft  noble  example.  At  laft  a  day,  about 
*'  three  weeks  after  Mr.  Dryden's  deceafe,  was  appointed 
^*  for  the  interment.  *  Dr.  Garth  pronounced  a  fine  Latin 
**  oration,  at  the  College,  over  the  corpfe ;  which  was  at* 
"  tended  to  the  Abbey  by  a  numerous  train  of  coaches* 
''  When  the  funeral  was  over,  Mr.  Charles  Dryden  fent  a 
'^  challenge  to  the  Lord  Jefferies,  who  refufing  to  anfwer  it, 
'^  he  fent  feveral  others^  and  went  often  himfelf;  but  could 
''  neither  get  a  letter  delivered,  nor  admittance  to  fpeak  to 
''  him ;  which  fo  incenfed  him,  that  he  refolved,  fince  his 
'^  Lordibip  refufed  to  anfwer  him  like  a  gentleman,  that  he 
*^  would  watch  an  opportunity  to  meet  and  fight  off-hand^ 
^'  though  with  all  the  rules  of  honour  ;  which  his  Lordihip 

*  In  A  fttirical  poem*  entitled  "  Tlie  Apparition,  kc  "of  which  there  were 
two  editieiu  in  1710,  Garth's  eloquence,  ou  this  occa6oD,  is  thos  delJeribed : 

*■  John  Dryden,  with  his  brethren  of  the  bays, 

"  Mis  iove  te  Garth,  blafpheming  Garth,  conveys^ 

"  And  thanks  bin  lor  his  Pagan  tuueral  praUe."    T. 
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^  hearing,  left  the  town :  and  Mr.  Charles  Diyden  could 
**  never  have  the  fatisia^on  of  meeting  him,  thouj^  he 
**  fought  it  till  his  death  with  the  utnioft  appltcation." 

This  ftory  I  once  intended  to  omit>  as  it  appears  with  nO 
great  evidence ;  nor  have  I  met  with  any  confirma^n,  but 
in  a  letter  of  Farquhar ;  and  he  only  relates  that  the  funeral 
•f  Drjden  was  tumultuary  and  confufed  *  • 

Suppofittg  the  liory  true,  we  may  remark,  that  the  gradual 
change  of  manners^  though  imperceptible  in  the  procefs^  ap^ 
pears  great  when  different  times,  and  thofe  not  very  diftant, 
are  compared.  If  at  this  time  a  young  drunken  Lord  flioulil 
interrupt  the  pompous  regularity  of  a  magnificent  fuaera), 
what'would  be  the  event,  but  diat  he  would  be  juftled  out  of 
the  way,  and  compelled  to  be  quiet  ?  If  he  ihould  ifaruft  him^ 
felf  into  an  houfe,  he  would  be  fent  roughly  away ;  and, 
what  is  yet  more  to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  tioie,  I  believe 
that  thofe,  who  had  fubfcribed  to  the  funeral  of  a  man  like 
Dryden,  would  not,  for  fuch  an  accident,  have  withdrawn 
tfieir  contributions  f. 


*  An  earlier  accQiint  ef  Dryden's  funeral  than  that  above  cited,  tboogh 
witfaootthe  circtmiftances  that  preceded  it,  ii  given  by  Edward  Ward,  who  il< 
his  London  Spj,  publiflied  in  1706«  relates,  that  on  the  occafion  there  was  • 
performance  of  Iblenm  Mufick  at  the  College,  and  that  at  the  proceflion,  which 
himfeir  faw,  (landing  at  the  end  of  Chancery-lane,  Fleet>ilreet,  there  was  a 
concert  of  haatboys  and  trumpets.  The  day  of  Drjden's  interment,  he  fays» 
was  Monday  the  iSth  of  May,  which,  according  to  Jofanfon,  was  twelve  dayt 
after  hu  deceafe,  and  fliews  how  long  his  funeral  was  in  Aifpenfe,  Ward  knew 
not  that  the  expence  of  it  was  defrayed  by  fubfcription;  but  compliments  Lord 
Jefieries  for  fo  pious  an  undertaking.  He  alfo  fays,  that  the  caufe  of  Dry- 
dcn's  death  was  an  inflammation  in  his  toe,  occafloned  by  the  Sefh  growing 
over  the  nail,  which  being  neglected  produced  -a  mortiSoation  in  hit  leg.     H« 

•f  In  the  Begifter  of  the  College  of  Phyiiciaos,  is  the  following  Entiy  2— 
"  May  3,  1700.  Comitiis  Cenforiis  ordmariis.  At  the  requeft  of  feveral 
«'  perfoMs  of  quality,  that  Mr.  Dryden  might  be  carried  from  the  College  of 
*'  Phyficians  to  be  interred  at  Weftfisinfteri  it  wti  oiunimoafly  granted  by 
«  the  Prefldeut  and  Ceofotft*' 

This  entry  is  Aot  calculated  to  afford  any  credit  to  tho  narrative  concexaf 
ing  Lord  Jefferxes,    R* 
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He  was  buried  among  the  poets  in  WeftminAer  Abbey^ 
where^  though  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  had,  in  a  general  de« 
dication  prefixed  by  Congreve  to  his  dramatick  works,  ac-> 
cepted  thanks  for  his  intention  to  ere£Ung  him  a  monument^ 
he  lay  long  without  diftin^on,  till  the  Duke  of  Buckings* 
bamihire  gave  him  a  tablet,  infcribed  only  with  the  name  of 

DbYO£N. 

He  married  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Howard,  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Berkihire,  with  circumftances,  according  to  the  fin 
tire  imputed  to  Lord  Somers,  not  very  honourable  to  either 
party ;  by  her  he  had  three  fons,  Charles,  John,  and  Heniy. 
Charles  was  uflier  of  the  palace  to  Pope  Clement  the  Xlth ; 
and,  vifiting  England  in  1704,  was  drowned  in  an  attempt  to 
fwim  acrols  the  Thames  at  Windfon 

John  was  author  of  a  comedy  called  The  Hufband  hi$ 
own  Cuckold.  He  is  faid  to  have  died  at  Rome.  Henry 
entered  into  fome  religious  order.  It  is  fome  proof  of  Dry* 
den's  fincerity  in  his  fecond  religion,  that  he  taught  it  to  his 
fons.  A  man,  confcious  of  hypocritical  profeflion  in  him- 
felf,  is  not  likely  to  convert  others ;  and,  as  his  fons  were 
qualified  in  1603  to  appear  among  the  tranflators  of  Juvenal, 
they  muft  have  been  tatjght  fome  religion  before  their  father's 
chaqge. 

Of  the  perfon  of  Dryden  I  know  not  any  account  ^  of  his 
mind,  the  portrait  which  has  been  left  by  Congreve,  who 
knew  him  with  great  familiarity,  is  fuch  as  adds  our  love  of 
his  manners  to  our  admiration  of  his  genius.  "  He  was,'* 
we  are  told,  '^  of  a  nature  exceedingly  humane  and  compaf- 
"  fionate,  ready  to  forgive  injuries,  and  capable  of  a  fincere 
''  reconciliation  with  thofe  who  had  offended  him.  His 
''  friend(hip,  where  he  profefled  it,  went  beyond  his  pro* 
**  feffions.  He  was  of  a  very  eafy,  of  very  pleafing  acceft  ; 
''  but  fomewhat  flow,  and,  as  it  were  difiident,  in  his  ad« 
^'  vances  to  others :  he  had  that  in  nature  which  abhorred  in« 
'^  tnifion  into  any  fociety  whatever.     He  was  therefore  left 

known,  and  confequently  his  chara^eic  became  more  liable 
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'^  to  mifapprehenfions  and  mifreprefentations :  he  was  tery 
'*  modeft^  and  very  eaiily  to  be  difcountenanced  in  his  ap-* 
**  proaches  to  his  equals  or  fuperiors.  As  his  reading  had 
"  been  very  extenfive^  fo  was  he  very  happy  in  a  memory 
''  tenacious  of  every  thing  that  he  had  read.  He  was  not 
'*  more  poffefled  of  knowledge  than  he  was  communicative  of 
'*  it ;  but  then  his  communication  was  by  no  means  pedan- 
'^  tick,  or  impofed  upon  the  converfation,  but  juft  fuch,  and 
'*  went  fo  far,  as,  by  the  natural  turn  of  the  converfation  in 
"  which  he  was  engaged,  it  was  neceflaiily  promoted  or  re- 
'^  quired.  He  was  extremely  ready  and  gentle  in  his  correc- 
^  tion  of  the  errors  of  any  vn-iter  who  thought  fit  to  confult 
'^  him,  and  full  as  ready  and  patient  to  admit  the  reprehen- 
'^  fions  of  others,  in  refpe£i  of  his  own  overfights  or  mif- 
*^  takes.** 

To  this  account  of  Congreve  nothing  can  be  obje3ed  but 
the  fondnefs  of  friendfhip  ;  and  to  have  excited  that  fondneft 
in  fuch  a  mind  is  no  fmall  d^ee  of  praife.  The  difpoiition 
of  Dryden,  however,  is  ihewn  in  this  charaSer  rather 
as  it  exhibited  itfelf  in  curfory  converfation,  than  as  it  ope- 
rated on  the  more  important  parts  of  life.  His  placability 
and  his  firiendihip  indeed  were  folid  virtues;  but  courteiy  and 
good-humour  are  often  found  with  little  real  worth.  Since 
Congreve,  m  ho  knew  him  well,  has  told  us  no  more,  the  reft 
muft  be  colled:ed  as  it  can  from  other  tefiimonies,  and  parti* 
cnlarly  from  thofe  notices  which  Dryden  has  very  liberally 
given  us  of  himfelf. 

The  modefty  which  made  him  fo  flow  to  advance,  and  fo 
eafy  to  be  repulfed,  was  certainly  no  fufpicion  of  deficient 
merit,  or  unconfcioufnefs  of  his  o\vn  value :  he  appears  to 
have  known,  in  itii  whole  extent,  the  dignity  of  his  own  cha- 
ra£ter,  and  to  have  fet  a  very  high  value  on  his  own  powers 
and  performances.  He  probably  did  not  offer  his  converfa- 
tion, becaufe  he  expe6led  it  to  be  folicited ;  and  he  retired 
from  a  cold  reception,   not  fubmiffive  but  indignant,  vinth 
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fiich  deference  of  his  own  greatneis  as  made  hiai  lutwilling  to 
espofe  it  to  negled  or  violation. 

His  modefty  was  by  no  means  inconfiilent  with  oftentlH 
tioufiiefs;  he  is  diligent  enough  to  remind  the  world  of  his 
merits  and  exprefles  with  very  little  fcniple  his  high  opinion 
of  his  own  powers ;  but  his  felf-commendations  are  read  with- 
out fcom  or  indignation ;  we  allow  his  claims^  and  love  his 
franknefs. 

Tradition^  however^  has  not  allowed  that  his  con^deiiCe  ill 
himfelf  exempted  him  from  jealoufy  of  others.  He  is  ao- 
eufed  of  envy  and  infidioofiieis ;  and  is  particularly  chaiged 
with  inciting  Creech  to  tranflate  Horace^  that  he  might  lofe 
the  reputation  which  Lucretius  had  given  him  *• 

Of  this  chaise  we  immediately  diicover  that  it  is  merely 
conje&iral ;  the  purpofe  was  fuch  as  no  man  would  confeis  ] 
mad  a  crime  that  admits  no  proof>  why  fliould  we  believe  i 

He  has  been  defcribed  as  magifteriaHy  prefiding  oter  the 
yeuger  writers^  and  affuming  the  diftribiition  of  poetical 
fame ;  but  he  who  excels  has  a  right  to  teach^  and  he  wfaofe 
judgment  ia  inconteftible  may  withoi:^  ufurpation  examine 
moA  decide. 

Congreve  represents  him  as  ready  to  advife  and  inftru£l; 
but  there  is  reaibn  to  believe  that  Ins  communication  was  ra* 
ther  ufefiil  than  entertainii^.  He  declares  of  himfelf  that  be 
was  iatumine^  and  not  one  of  thofe  whofe  fprightly  fayinga 
diverted  company;  and  one  of  his  cenfurers  makes  him  iay^ 

Nor  wine  nor  love  could  ever  fee  me  gay  i 
To  writing  bred,  I  knew  not  what  to  fay. 

There  are  men  whofe  powers  operate  only  at  leifure  andia 
retirement^  and  whofe  intelle6tual  vigour  deferts  them  in  con- 

*  Tbe  accnfation  againft  Dryden  of  having  incited  Creecli  to  traaiUte  Ho- 
taee»  Uuit,  by  his  failure  in  that  work,  he  might  lofe  the  reputation  which  hia 
poetical  Terfion  of  Lncretinl  had  procured  hln^  is  proved  by  Mr.  Malone  to 
be  an  impodent  and  malicious  falfehood^  and  is  traced  by  liim  to  Tom  BrowB^ 
See  Mr.  Malone's  L^etf  Dryden,  p.  506--511.    T< 
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vten  uwiiiaicnt  confiifi»^  and  obje6Uon  difeoti*^ 
s;  wAiott  bdliliiliie&  reftrmios  their  exertion^  and  fuffers 
aotto  fynk  tiB  the  time  of  fpeaking  is  pad;  or  whofe 
to  dieir  own  charader  makes  them  unwilling  to 
at  baard  whal  has  nol  been  confidered,  and  cannot  be 
lacaDed. 

Of  J)rfdeBL9  ikggiflmela  in  coo^erfation  it  is  vain  to  fearch 
or  to  gMfr  die  caide.  He  certably  wanted  neither  fenti* 
neals  nor  language;  his  intelieSual  treafures  were  great, 
though  they  were  lodged  up  from  his  own  nfe.  ''  His 
**  AMMighlSy'*  when  he  wrote,  "  flowed  in  upon  him  fo  hlk, 
^  that  hb  only  care  was  whkh  to  chufe,  and  which  to  rejed*'' 
Snck  lafHifily  of  compofition  naturally  promifes  a  flow  of 
tdtk ;  yet  we  wnt  be  content  to  bdiere  what  an  enemy  fays 
of  hiaii>  when  he  likawib  %s  it  of  himfelf.  Bat,  whatever 
wns  his  chaiaftet  as  a  companion,  it  appears  that  he  lived  la 
frmiliaffity  wifli  the  highaft  peilbns  of  his  dme.  It  is  rdated 
by  Carte  of  the  Duke  of  Ormood,  that  he  ufed  often  to  pafi 
a  n^ght  widi  DvJdel^  and  thofe  with  whom  Dryden  con- 
ibrted:  who  they  were.  Carte haa  not  told,  but  certainly  the 
convivial  table  at  which  Ormond  flit  was  not  liirronnded  with 
a  plebeian  fcciety.  He  was  indeed  rqproached  with  boafting 
of  his  familiarity  vrith  the  great ;  and  Horace  will  fupport 
him  in  the  opinion,  diat  to  plcafe  Ibperiors  is  not  the  loweft 
kind  of  merit* 

The  merit  of  pleafing  moft,  however,  be  eflimated  by  the 
means.  Favour  is  not  always  gained  by  good  a(^ons  or  lau« 
dable  qualities.  Carefles  and  prefennents  are  often  beftowed 
on  die  auxiliaries  of  vice,  the  proctirers  of  pleafure,  or  the 
flatterers  of  vanity.  Dryden  has  never  been  charged  with 
any  perfonal  i^ency  unworthy  of  a  good  charaSer:  he 
abetted  vice  and  vanity  only  with  his  pen.  One  of  his  ene- 
mies has  accufed  him  of  lewdneis  in  hb  converfation;  but, 
if  accufadon  without  proof  be  credited,  who  Audi  be  inon* 
6eutP 
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His  works  afford  too  many  examples  of  diflblute  licen- 
taoofiieis  and  abjeft  adulation ;  but  they  were  probably,  like 
his  merriment,  artificial  and  conftrained ;  the  eSe&s  of  ftudj 
and  meditation,  and  his  trade  rather  than  his  pleafure. 

Of  the  mind  that  can  trade  in  corruption,  and  can  delibe- 
rately pollute  itfelf  with  ideal  wickedneis  for  the  iake  of 
fpreading  the  contagion  in  fociety,  I  wiih  not  to  conceal  or 
excufe  the  depravity.  Such  degradation  of  the  dignity  of 
genius,  fuch  abufe  of  fuperlative  abilities,  cannot  be  contem« 
plated  but  with  grief  and  indignaticm.  What  confolation 
can  be  had,  Dryden  has  afforded,  by  living  to  repent,  and  to 
teftify  hb  repentance. 

Of  dramatick  immorality  he  did  not  want  examples  among 
his  predeceffors,  or  companions  among  his  contemporaries ; 
but,  in  the  mcanneb  and  fendlity  of  hyperbolical  adulation,  I 
know  not  whether,  fince  the  days  in  which  the  Roman  empe* 
rors  were  deified,  he  has  been  ever  equalled,  except  by  Afra 
Bdm,  in  an  addrels  to  Eleanor  Gwyn.  When  once  he  has 
midertaken  the  taik  of  praife,  he  no  longer  retains  ihame  in 
himfelf,  nor  fuppofes  it  in  his  patron.  As  many  odoriferous 
bodies  are  obferved  to  difinfe  perfiimes  firom  year  to  year, 
without  fenfible  diminution  of  bulk  or  weight,  he  appear^ 
never  to  have  impoveriihed  his  mint  of  flattery  by  his  ex- 
pences,  however  lavifli.  He  had  all  the  forms  of  excellence 
intelle&ial  and  moral,  combined  in  his  mind,  with  endlefi 
variation ;  and,  when  he  had  fcattered  on  the  hero  of  the  day 
the  golden  {bower  of  wit  and  virtue,  he  had  ready  for  him, 
whom  he  wiihed  to  court  on  the  morrow,  new  wit  aod  virtue 
with  another  ftamp.  Of  this  kind  of  meanneft  he  never 
leems  to  decline  the  pradice,  or  lament  the  necelGty :  he 
confiders  the  great  as  entitled  to  encomiaftick  homage,  and 
hnngs  praife  rather  as  a  tribute  than  a  gift,  more  delighted 
with  the  fertility  of  his  invention,  than  mortified  by  the  prof> 
titution  of  his  judgment.  It  is  indeed  not  certain,  that  on 
thefe  occafions  hb  judgment  much  rebelled  againft  his  inte* 

d« 
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reft.  There^are  minds  which  eafily  fink  into  fubmiffion^  that 
look  on  grandeur  with  undiftinguifhing  reverence^  and  difco- 
ver  no  defe£i  where  there  b  elevation  of  rank  and  affluence  of 
riches. 

With  his  praiies  of  others  and  of  himfelf  is  always  inter- 
mingled a  Arain  of  difcontent  and  lamentation,  a  fuUen  growl 
of  refentment,  or  a  querulous  murmur  of  diftreft.  His  works 
are  under-valued,  his  merit  is  unrewarded,  and  '^  he  has  few 
'^  thanks  to  pay  his  fiars  that  he  was  bom  among  Englifli- 
'*  men.**  ♦To  his  critics  he  is  fometimes  contemptuous^ 
fometimes  refentful,  and  fometimes  fubmiffive.  The  writer 
who  thinks  his  works  formed  for  duration,  miftakes  his  inte» 
reft  when  he  mentions  his  enemies.  He  degrades  his  own 
dignity  by  ihewing  that  he  was  affeded  by  their  cenfures,  and 
gives  lafting  importance  to  names,  which,  left  to  themfelves, 
would  vaniih  from  remembrance.  From  this  principle  Dry 
den  did  not  often  depart;  his  complaints  are  for  the  greater 
part  general ;  he  feldom  pollutes  his  pages  with  an  adverie 
toame.  He  condefcended  indeed  to  a  controverfy  with  Settle, 
in  which  he  perhaps  may  be  coniidered  rather  as  aflaultiiig  " 
than  repelling;  and  fince  Settle  is  funk  into  oblivion,  his 
libel  remains  injurious  only  to  himfelf. 
'  Among  anfwers  to  critics,  no  poetical  attacks,  or  alterca* 
lions,  are  to  be  included ;  they  are  like  other  poems,  eflFufions 
of  genius,  produced  as  much  to  obtain  praife  as  to  obviate 
cenfure.  Thefe  Dryden  praAifed,  and  in  thefe  he  excelled. 
*  Of  Collier,  Blackmore,  aud  Milboume,  he  has  made  men* 
tion  in  the  Preface  of  his  Fables.  To  the  cenfure  of  Oi- 
lier, wKofe  remarks  may  be  rather  termed  admonitioas  than 
criticifms,  he  makes  little  reply ;  being,  at  the  age  of  fixty- 

m 

^  *  HU  fa6re  was  evidently  dreftded»  m  appeals  m  The  Cova^U  Ittany^ 
Rioted  in  1682: 

'*  FfOm  dmiDg  with  Bethel  and  Tapping  with  Ciaytoa^ 

••  From  a  lafk  ioith  the  quill  rffatyricM  Dryden, 

*•  From  a  bigh*niettled  Whig  that  was  kick*d  at  Ii)w.LaytoQ» 

•<  Libera  nof»&c"  Ti 
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dghtj  attenUve  to  better  things  than  the  claps  of  a  playhoufe. 
He  complains  of  Collier's  rudenefs^  and  the  '^  horse-play  of 
^'  his  raillery  \*  and  aflerts^  that  '^  in  many  places  he  has 
'*  perverted  by  his  glofles  the  meaning''  of  what  he  cenfures ; 
but  in  other  things  he  confefles  that  he  is  juftly  taxed ;  and 
iays  with  great  calmnefs  and  candour,  ''  I  have  pleaded  guilty 
'^  to  all  thoughts  or  expreffions  of  mine  that  can  be  truly 
^'  accufed  of  obfcenity,  immorality,  or  profanenefs^  and  re« 
''  trad  them.  If  he  be  my  enemy,  let  him  triumph ;  if  h« 
**  be  my  friend,  he  will  be  glad  of  my  repentance."  Yet  as 
our  beft  difpofitions  are  imperfe£k,  he  left  (landing  in  the 
fame  book  a  refledlion  on  Collier  of  great  afperity,  and  indeed 
of  more  afperity  than  wit« 

Blackmore  he  reprefents  as  made  his  enemy  by  the  poem 
of  Ahfahm  and  Achitophel,  which  ^'  he  thinks  a  little  hard 
''  upon  his  fanatick  patrons;"  and  charges  him  with  borrow-* 
ing  the  plan  of  bis  Arthur  from  the  Preface  to  Juvenal^ 
^  though  he  had,"  fays  he,  *^  the  bafenefs  not  to  acknowledge 
'^  his  benefador,  but  inflead  of  it  to  traduce  me  in  a  libel." 

The  libel  in  which  Blackmore  traduced  him  was  a  Satire 
upon  Wit ;  in  which,  having  lamented  the  exuberance  of 
falfe  wit  and  the  deficiency  of  true,  he  propofes  that  all  wit 
fliould  be  re-coined  before  it  is  current,  and  appoints  mafieri 
of  afiay  who  fliali  rejed  all  that  is  light  or  debafed. 

Tis  true,  that  when  the  coarfe  and  worthlefs  drofs 
Is  purg'd  away,  there  will  be  mighty  lofs : 
Ev'n  Congreve,  Southern,  manly  Wycherly, 
When  thus  rofin'd  will  grievous  fuffercrs  be. 
Into  the  melting  pot  when  Dry  den  comes, 
What  horrid  (Icnch  will  rife,  what  noifome  fumes  ! 
How  will  he  Hi  rink,  when  all  his  lewd  allay, 
And  wicked  mixture,  (hall  be  purg*d  away  I 

Thus  fiands  the  pafTage  in  the  laft  edition ;  but  in  the  original 
there  was  ao  abatement  of  the  cenfure,  banning  thus : 

But  what  remains  will  be  fo  pure,  'twill  bear 
Tb'  examination  of  the  moil  fevere. 
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filackmotej  finding  the  ceufure  refeiited^  and  the  civility 
diiiregarded^  ungeneroufly  omitted  the  fofter  part.  Such 
variations  difcover  a  writer  who  confults  his  paflions  more 
than  his  virtue ;  and  it  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  that  Dry- 
den  imputes  his  enmity  to  its  true  caufe. 

Of  Miiboivne  he  wrote  only  in  general  terms,  fuch  as  are 
always  ready  at  the  call  of  anger,  whether  juft  or  not :  a  fliort 
extrad;  will  be  fu£Scient.  '^  He  pretends  a  quarrel  to  me^ 
''  that  I  have  fEdlen  foul  upon  priefthood :  if  I  have,  I  am 
''  only  to  aik  pardon  of  good  priefts,  and  am  afraid  his  ihare 
"^  of  the  reparation  will  come  to  little.  Let  him  be  fatisfied 
''  that  he  fliall  never  be  able  to  force  himfelf  upon  me  for  an 
''  adveriary ;  I  conteom  him  too  much  to  enter  into  compe- 
**  tition  with  him. 

**  As  for  the  reft  of  thofe  who  have  written  againft  me,  they 
^*  are  fuch  fcoundrels  that  they  deferve  not  the  leaft  notice  to 
*'  be  taken  of  them.  Blackmore  and  Milboume  are  only 
'^  diftinguiihed  from  the  crowd  by  being  remembered  to  their 
''  infamy." 

Dryden  indeed  difcovered,  in  many  of  his  writings,  an 
affe^d  and  abfurd  malignity  to  priefis  and  priefthood,  which 
naturally  raifed  him  many  enemies,  and  which  was  fometimes 
as  unfeafonably  refented  as  it  was  exerted.  Trapp  is  angry 
tliat  he  calls  the  facrificer  in  the  Georgicks  ''  The  Holy 
''  Butcher;"  the  tranflation  is  not  indeed  ridiculous;  but 
Trapp's  anger  arifes  from  his  zeal,  not  for  the  author^  but 
the  prieft ;  as  if  any  reproach  of  the  follies  of  Paganiim 
could  be  extended  to  the  preachers  of  truth. 

Dryden's  diflike  of  the  priefthood  is  imputed  by  Langbaine^ 
and  I  think  by  Brown  '^,  to  a  repulfe  which  he  fuffered  when 

*  See  alfo  »  Poem  in  Defence  of  the  Chareh  of  England,  in  oppofiuoD  to 
the  Hind  and  Panther.    Fol    Lond.    1688. 

<«  Friend  Bajes  (  I  fear,  this  fable,  and  thefe  rimes, 
**  Were  thy  dull  penance  for  fome  former  crimes, 
«  When  thj  free  mnCe  her  own  brHk  language  fpoke. 
•*  And,  onbapcia'd,  dUdain'd  the  Chrifiian  yoke. 
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he  folicited  ordbation ;  but  he  denies^  in  the  Prefiice  to  hii 
Fablesy  that  he  ever  defigned  to  enter  bto  the  Church ;  and 
iiich  a  denial  he  would  not  have  hazarded^  if  he  could  have 
been  convified  of  falfliood. 

Malevolence  to  the  clergy  is  feldom  at  a  great  diftance. 
from  irreverence  of  religion,  and  Dryden  affords  no  exception 
to  this  obfervation.  His  writings  exhibit  many  paifages^ 
which,  with  all  the  allowance  that  can  be  made  for  chara^ra 
and  occafions,  are  fuch  as  piety  would  not  have  admitted,  and 
Aich  as  may  vitiate  light  and  unprincipled  minds.  But  there 
is  no  reafon  for  fuppofing  that  he  dilbelieved  the  rel^^ion 
which  he  difobeyed.  He  forgot  his  duty  rather  than  dis- 
owned it*  His  tendency  to  profanene&  is  the  effe£k  of  levity, 
negligence,  and  loofe  converfation,  with  a  defire  of  accommo* 
elating  himfelf  to  the  corruption  of  the  times,  by  venturing  to 
be  wicked  as  far  as  he  durft.  When  he  profefled  himfelf  a 
convert  to  Popery,  he  did  not  pretend  to  have  received  any 
new  convidion  of  the  fundamental  dodarines  of  Cbriftianity. 

The  perfecution  of  criticks  was  not  the  worft  of  his  vexa^ 
tions  :  he  was  much  more  difturbed  by  the  importunities  of 
want.  His  complaints  of  poverty  are  fo  frequently  repeated, 
either  with  the  dejeffion  of  weaknefi  finking  in  helplefs  mi- 
feiy,  or  the  indignation  of  merit  claiming  its  tribute  from 
mankind,  that  it  is  impoffible  not  to  deteft  the  age  which 
could  impofe  on  fuch  a  man  the  neceflity  of  fuch  folicitations^ 
or  not  to  defpife  the  man  who  could  fubmit  to  fuch  folicita- 
tions  without  neceifity. 

Whether  by  the  world's  negled,  or  his  own  imprudence,  I 
am  afraid  that  the  greateft  part  of  his  life  was  pafled  in  exi- 
gencies. Such  outcries  were  furely  never  uttered  but  in 
ievere  pain.  Of  his  fupplies  or  his  expences,  no  probable 
eftimate  can  now  be  made.   Except  the  falary  of  the  Laureatj^ 

*<  Th«  Spani^  Fryer  not  thought  himfelf  MTeng'd* 

<«  Until  thjr  ftylt,  u  well  u  faith,  were  cbangM. 

"  Our  Church  rtfiu^d  iku  •rden  ;  whence  I  find 

^  Her  caira  the  Panther,  that  of  Rome  th«  Hmd^  % 
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to  which  King  James  added  the  office  of  Hiftoriographer^ 
perhaps  with  fome  additional  emoluments^  bin  whole  revenue 
feems  to  have  been  cafual ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  he  feldoin 
lives  frugally  who  lives  by  chance.  Hope  is  always  liberal ; 
and  they  that  tnift  her  promifes,  make  little  fcmple  of  revel- 
ling  to-day  on  the  profits  of  the  morrow. 

Of  his  plays  the  profit  was  not  great ;  and  of  the  produce 
•f  his  other  wtyrks  very  little  intelligence  can  be  had.  By 
difeourfing  with  the  late  amiable  Mr,  Tonfon^  I  could  not 
find  that  aqy  memorials  of  the  trania&ions  between  his  prede- 
ceflbr  and  Dryden  had  been  preferved^  except  the  following 
papers: 

*'  1  do  hereby  promife  to  pay  John  Dryden^  Efq.  or  order^ 
<f  on  die  £5th  of  March>  1699^  the  fum  of  two  hundred  and 
^^  fifty  guineas^  in  confidemtiou  often  thoufimd  verfes,  which 
^  the  fiud  John  Diyden,  £fq.  is  to  deliver  to  me  Jacob 
^  Tonfon^  when  finifhed,  whereof  feven  thoufand  five  hiui" 
^^  dred  verfes^  more  or  lefs^  are  already  in  the  faid  Jacob 
f'  Tonfon's  poffeflioQ.  And  I  do  hereby  farther  promife^ 
^  and  engage  myfelf^  to  make  up  the  faid  fum  of  two  hun-r 
^'  dred  and  fifty  guineas  three  hundred  pounds  fterling  to  the 
'^  &id  John  Dryden^  Efq,  his  executors^  adminiflrators^  or 
^  affigns^  at  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  impreffion  of  the 
f'  faid  ten  thouiand  verfes. 

^^  In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand  and 
f'  feal^  this  20th  day  of  M^rch^  1 698-9. 

^  Jacob  Tonfon,** 

^'  Sealed  and  d^livered^  being 
''  firfl  duly  fiampt,  purfuant 
^'  to  the  A6U  of  Parliament 
<^  for  that  purpofe^  in  th^ 
^^  prefence  of 

''  Ben.  Portlock, 
f^  Will.  Congreve,'' 


LIFE  OF  DRYDEiV.  Ivli 

''  March  24, 1698. 
^  Received  then  of  Mr.  Jacob  Tonfoa  the  fum  of  two 
''  hundred  ikty-eight  pounds  fifteen  fliillings^  in  purfuance 
*'  of  an  agreement  for  ten  thoufand  verfes,  to  be  delivered  by 
^'  me  to  the  find  Jacob  Tonfon^  whereof  I  have  akeady  de- 
**  livered  to  him  about  feven  thou£ind  five  hundred^  more  or 
'^  le6;  he  the  faid  Jacob  Tonfon  being  obliged  to  make  up 
''  the  forefiiid  fum  of  two  hundred  fixty-eight  pounds  fifteep 
'^  ihiUingB  three  hundred  pounds^  at  the  beginning  of  thf 
'^  fecottd  impreflion  of  the  forefiiid  ten  thouiand  verfes. 

*'  I  fiiy,  received  by  me, 

''  John  Dryden.* 
*'  Witnefc,  Charles  Dryden.** 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  guineas,  at  \l*  Is.  6d,  is  268/.  los^ 

It  is  manifeft,  from  the  dates  of  this  contraS,  that  it  re- 
lates to  the  Tolume  of  Fables,  which  contains  about  twelve 
thouiand  verfes,  and  for  which  therefore  the  payment  mull 
have  been  afterwards  enlarged. 

I  have  been  told  of  another  letter  yet  remaining,  in  which 
be  defires  Tonfon  to  bring  him  money,  to  pay  for  a  watch 
which  he  had  ordered  for  his  fon,  and  which  the  maker  would 
not  leave  without  the  price. 

The  inevitable  confequence  of  poverty  is  dependence- 
Diyden  had  probably  no  recourfe  in  his  exigencies  but  to  his 
bookfellcr.  The  particular  chara6ier  of  Tonfon  I  do  not 
know ;  but  the  general  conduct  of  traders  was  much  leis  libe- 
ral in  thofe  times  than  in  our  own :  their  views  were  nar- 
rower, and  their  manners  groifer.  To  the  mercantile  rug- 
gedneis  of  that  race,  the  delicacy  of  the  poet  was  fometimes 
expofed.  Lord  Bolii^broke,  who  in  his  youth  had  cultivated 
poetry,  related  to  Dr.  King,  of  Oxford,  that  one  day,  when 
he  vifited  Dryden,  they  heard,  as  they  were  converfing,  ano- 
ther perfon  ^tering  the  houfe.  ^^  Thw,**  laid  Dryden,  ^^  is 
^  TPDifo9*    You  will  take  care  not  to  depart  before  he  goes 
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^  away :  for  I  have  not  completed  the  flieet  which  I  pro-" 
'^  mifed  him  ;  and  if  you  leave  me  unprotefled,  I  muft  fufier 
**  all  the  rudeneis  to  which  his  refentment  can  prompt  his 
•*  tongue/' 

What  rewards  he  obtained  for  his  poems^  befides  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bookfeUer^  cannot  be  known.  Mr.  Derrick^ 
who  confttlted  fome  of  his  relations,  was  informed  that  his 
Fables  obtained  five  hmidred  pounds  from  the  Dutchefs  of 
Ormond ;  a  prefent  not  unfuitable  to  the  magnificence  of  that 
iplendid  family ;  and  he  quotes  Moyle,  as  relating  that  forty 
pounds  were  paid  by  a  mufical  fociety  for  the  ufe  of  Alex^ 
ander$  Frajl. 

In  tliofe  days  the  oeconomy  of  government  was  yet  unfet- 
,  ded,  and  the  payments  of  the  Exchequer  were  dilatory  and 
uncertain  ;  of  this  diforder  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
Laureat  fometimes  felt  the  effeS^ :  for,  in  one  of  his  Pre- 
feces,  he  complains  of  thofe,  who,  being  intruded  with  the 
diftribution  of  the  Prince's  botmty,  fuffer  thofe  that  depeud 
upon  it  to  languifli  in  penury. 

Of  his  petty  habits  or  flight  amufements,  tradition  has  re** 
tained  little.  Of  the  only  two  men  whom  I  have  found  to 
\ihom  he  was  perfonaily  kno^in,  one  told  me,  that  at  the 
houfe  which  he  frequented,  called  Will's  Coffee-honfe,  the 
appeal  upon  any  literary  difpute  was  made  to  him ;  and  the 
other  related,  that  his  armed  chair,  which  in  the  winter  had  a 
fettled  and  prefcriptive  place  by  the  fire,  was  in  the  fummer 
placed  in  the  balcony,  and  that  he  called  the  two  places  his 
viinter  and  his  fummer  feat.  This  is  all  the  intellisence 
which  his  two  furvivors  afforded  me. 

One  of  his  opinions  will  do  him  no  honour  in  the  prefent 
age,  though  in  his  own  time,  at  leaft  in  the  beginning  of  it,  he 
was  far  from  having  it  confined  to  himfelf.  He  put  great 
confidence  in  the  prognoftications  of  judicial  aftrology.  In 
the  Appendix  to  the  Life  of  Congreve  is  a  narrative  of  fome 
of  his  predictions  wonderfully  fulfilled ;  but  I  know  not  the 
writer's  means  of  uiformation,  or  chara^er  of  veracity.    Thi^i 
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\e  had  the  configonitioDs  of  the  horofcope  in  his  mind,  and 
confidered  them  as  influencing  the  affiiirs  of  men^  he  does  not 
forbear  to  hint 

The  utmoft  malice  of  the  ftars  is  paft.-— 
l^ow  frequent  trmes  the  happier  lights  among, 

And  kigk'rais'd  JaoCf  from  his  dark  prifon  freed, 
Thofe  weights  took  off  that  on  his  planet  hung. 

Will  glorioufly  the  new-laid  works  fucceed. 

He  has  elfewhere  fbesm  his  attention  to  the  planetary 
powers:  and  in  the  preiisce  to  his  Fables  has  endeavoured 
obliquely  to  juftify  his  fuperftition  by  attributmg  the  &me  to 
fome  of  the  ancients.  The  latter,  added  to  this  narrativej 
leaves  no  doubt  of  his  notions  or  pradice* 

So  flight  and  fo  fcanty  is  the  knowledge  which  I  have  been 
able  to  colled  concerning  the  private  life  and  domeftic  man* 
ners  of  a  man  whom  every  Engliih  generation  muft  mention 
with  reverence  as  a  critick  and  a  poet. 

DRYDEN  may  be  properly  coniidered  as  the  lather  of 
Engliih  cridcifni,  as  the  writer  who  iirft  taught  us  to  deter* 
mine  upon  principles  the  merit  of  compofition.  Of  our  for* 
mer  poets,  the  greateft  dramatift  wrote  without  rules,  con- 
du^d  through  life  and  nature  by  a  genius  that  rarely  mifled, 
and  rarely  deferted  him.  Of  the  reil,  thofe  who  knew  the 
laws  of  propriety  had  negle3ed  to  teach  them. 

Two  Arts  of'  Englijh  Poetty  were  written  in  the  days  of 
Elizabeth  by  Webb  and  Puttenham,  from  which  fomething 
might  be  learned,  and  a  few  hints  had  been  given  by  Jonfon 
and  Cowley ;  but  Dryden's  Effay  on  Dramatick  Poetry  was 
the  firft  regular  and  valuable  treatife  on  the  art  of  writing. 

He  who,  having  formed  his  opinions  in  the  prefent  age  of 
Ei^lifli  literature,  turns  back  to  penife  this  cyalogue,  will  not 
perhaps  find  much  increafe  of  knowledge,  or  much  novelty  of 
inftru£Uon;  but  he  is  to  remember  that  critical  principles 
were  then  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  who  had  gathered  them 
jiartly  from  the  ancients^  and  partly  from  the  Italians  and 
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Freoch.  The  ftmfture  of  dnimatick  poems  was  tlien  not 
generally  luiderftood.  Audiences  applauded  by  inftinft ;  und 
poetj^perhaps  often  pleafed  by  chance. 

A  writer  who  obtains  his  full  purpofe  lofes  himfelf  in  his 
own  luftre.  Of  an  opinion  which  is  no  longer  doubted^  the 
evidence  ceafes  to  be  examined.  Of  an  art  univerfaliy  prac- 
tifed^  the  firft  teacher  is  forgotten.  Learning  once  made  po- 
pular is  no  longer  learning ;  it  has  the  appearance  of  fome* 
thing  which  we  have  befiowed  upon  ourfelves^  as  the  dew 
appears  to  rife  from  the  field  which  it  refreflies. 

To  judge  rightly  of  an  author^  we  muft  tranfport  ourfelvea 
to  his  time^  and  examine  what  were  the  wants  of  his  contem* 
poraries^  and  what  were  bis  means  of  fupplying  them.  That 
which  is  eafy  at  one  time  was  difficult  at  another.  Dryden  at 
leaft  imported  his  fcience>.and  gave  his  country  what  it  wanted 
before;  or  rather^  he  imported  only  the  materials^  and  manu- 
faSured  them  by  his  own  (kill. 

The  Dialogue  on  the  Drama  was  one  of  his  firft  eflays  of 
criticifin,  written  when  he  was  yet  a  timorous  candidate  for 
reputation,  and  therefore  laboured  with  that  diligence  which 
he  might  allow  himfelf  fomewhat  to  remits  when  his  name 
gave  fan£lion  to  his  pofitions>  and  his  awe  of  the  publick  was 
abated,  partly  by  cufiom,  and  partly  by  fuccefs.  It  will  not 
be  eafy  to  find,  in  all  the  opulence  of  our  language,  a  treatift 
fo  artfully  vari^;ated  with  fucceflive  reprefentations  of  oppofite 
probabilities,  fo  enlivened  with  imagery,  fo  brighten^  with 
iilufirations.  His  portraits  of  the  Engliih  dramatifts  are 
"Wrought  with  great  fpirit  and  diligence.  The  account  of 
Shakfpeare  may  ftand  as  a  perpetual  model  of  encomiafiick 
criticifin ;  exa&  without  minutenels,  and  lofty  without  exag- 
geration. The  praife  laviihed  by  Longinus,  on  the  attefta- 
tion  of  the  heroes  of  Marathon,  by  Demofthenes,  fades  away 
before  it  In  a  few  lines  is  exhibited  a  charaSer,  fo  extenfive 
in  its  comprehenfion,  and  fo  curious  in  its  limitations,  that 
nothing  can  be  added,  diminilhed,  or  reformed  ;  nor  can  the 
editors  and  admirers  of  Shakfpeare,  in  aU  their  emulation  of 
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wvereDce,  boaft  of  mucb  more  tluin  of  having  diffiifei  and 
{Nunaphraied  this  epitome  of  excellence,  of  having  changed 
Dryden's  gold  for  bafer  metal,  of  lower  value,  though  of 
greater  bulk* 

In  this,  and  in  all  his  other  eflays  on  the  fiime  fubjeA,  tht 
criticifiu  of  Dryden  is  the  cridcifm  of  a  poet ;  not  a  dull  col* 
ledion  of  theorems,  nor  a  nide  deteSion  of  faults^  which 
perhaps  the  cenfor  was  not  able  to  have  committed ;  but  a 
gay  and  vigorous  differtation,  where  delight  is  nungled  with 
inftniftion,  and  where  the  author  proves  bis  right  of  jndgw 
ment  by  his  power  of  performance. 

The  different  manner  and  eSeSt  with  which  critical  know* 
ledge  may  be  conveyed,  was  perhaps  never  more  clearly  ex* 
emplified  than  in  the  performances  of  Rymer  and  Drfrdeih 
It  vras  iaid  of  a  dilute  between  two  mathematicians,  ^'  malim 
^  cum  Scaligero  errare,  quam  cum  Clavio  refi:^  £ipere  ;^ 
that  '^  it  was  more  eligible  to  go  wrong  with  one,  than  right 
'^  with  the  other."  A  tendency  of  the  iame  kind  every  mind 
muft  feel  at  the  peru&l  of  Dryden's  prefaces  and  Rymer^s 
difcourfes.  With  Dryden  we  are  wanderii^  in  queft  of 
Truth ;  whom  we  find,  if  we  find  her  at  all,  dreft  in  the  gracefe 
of  elegance;  and,  if  we  miis  her,  the  labour  of  the  purfoit 
fewards  itielf :  we  are  led  only  dirough  fi-agrance  and  flowers* 
Rymer,  witboot  taking  a  nearer,  takes  a  rougher  vray ;  every 
ftep  is  to  be  made  through  thorns  and  brambles ;  and  Truth, 
if  we  meet  her,  appears  repulfive  by  her  mien,  and  ungracefiil 
by  her  habit  Dryden  s  criticifin  has  the  migefly  of  a  queen  ; 
Rymer*s  has  the  ferocity  of  a  tyrant. 

As  he  had  ftudied  with  great  diligence  the  art  i^  Poetry, 
and  enlarged  or  reftified  his  notions,  by  experience  perpetn- 
1%  mcreafing,  he  had  his  mind  fiwed  with  prindples  and 
obfervaticms;  he  poured  out  his  knowledge  with  little  labour; 
Jbr  of  labour,  notwithftanding  the  multiplicity  of  his  produc-* 
tions,  there  is  fiifficient  reafon  to  fui^)eft  that  he  was  not  a 
lover.  To  write  con  amore,  with  fondneis  for  the  employ- 
ment,  widi  perpetual  touches  and  retouches,  with  unwilling* 
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lieb  to  take  leave  of  his  own  idea,  andan  unwearied  purfiiit  of 
nnattainaiUe  perfe^on^  wa8>  I  thinks  no  part  of  his  cha* 
lader. 

His  criticifm  may  be  confidered  as  general  or  occafional* 
In  his  general  precepts^  which  depend  upon  the  nature  of 
things,  and  the  ftnifihire  of  the  human  mind,  he  may  doubtlels 
be  fidely  recommended  to  the  confidence  of  the  reader ;  but 
his  occafional  and  particular  pofitions  were  fometimes  inte- 
refted,  fometimes  negligent,  and  fometimes  capricious.  It  is 
not  without  reafon  that  Trapp,  fpeaking  of  the  praifes  which 
he  beftows  on  Palamon  and  Arcite,  iays,  '^  Novimus  judiciu^i 
^  Drydeni  de  poemate  quodam  Chauceri,  pulchro  fiune  iUo, 
^^  &  admodum  laudando,  nimirum  quod  non  modo  vere  epi* 
'^  cum  fit,  fed  Iliada  etiam  atque  JEneada  aequet,  imo  fiiperet. 
''  Sed  novimus  eodem  tempore  viri  illius  maximi  non  iemper 
^  accuratiffimas  efle  cenfuras,  nee  ad  feveriflimam  entices 
^  normam  exadas :  iUo  judice  id  plerumque  optimum  eft, 
'*  quod  nunc  prae  manibiis  habet,  &  in  quo  nunc  occu- 
^  patur." 

He  is  therefore  by  no  means  conAant  to  himfelf.  His  de* 
lience  and  defartion  of  dramatick  rhyme  is  generally  known. 
Spenoe,  in  his  remaiiLs  on  Pope  s  Odyflfey,  produces  what  he 
diinks  an  unconquerable  quotation  firom  Dryden's  preface  to 
the  JEneid,  in  favour  of  tranflating  an  epic  poem  into  blank 
verfe ;  but  he  forgets  that  when  his  author  attempted  the 
Uiad,  fome  years  afiterwards,  he  departed  fix>m  his  own  deci- 
^n,  and  tranilated  into  rhyme. 

IVhen  he  has  any  obje^on  to  obviate,  or  any  licence  to^ 
defend,  he  is  not  veiy  fcnipulous  about  what  he  aflerts,  nor 
very  cautious,  if  the  prefeut  purpofe  be  ferved,  not  to  entangle 
himfelf  in  his  own  fophifbies.  But,  when  all  arts  are  ex- 
haufied,  like  other  hunted  animals,  he  fometimes  fhnds  at 
bay ;  when  he  cannot  difown  die  grofsnefs  of  one  of  his  plays, 
he  dechures  that  he  knows  not  any  law  that  prefcribes  morally 
to  a  comick  poet. 
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His  remarks  on  ancient  or  modem  writers  are  not  always  ' 
to  be  trufted.  His  parallel  of  the  verfification  of  Ovid  with 
that  of  Claudian  has  been  very  juftly  cenfured  by  Sewel  *« 
His  comparifon  of  the  firft  line  of  Virgil  with  the  firft  of 
Statins  is  not  happier.  Virgil^  he  lays,  is  foft  and  gentle,  iind 
wonld  have  thought  Statins  mad^  if  he  had  heard  him  thun* 
d^riiig  out 

Quae  fuperimp ofito  moles  gemiaata  coloflb* 

Statius  perhaps  heats  himfelf,  as  he  proceeds,  to  exagge- 
ration fomewhat  hyperbolical ;  but  undoubtedly  Virgil  would 
liave  been  too  hafty,  if  he  had  condemned  him  to  ftraw  for 
one  founding  line.  Dryden  wanted  an  inftance,  and  the  firft 
that  occurred  was  irapr^  bto  the  fervice. 

What  be  wiflies  to  fay,  he  fiiys  at  hazard;  he  cited  Gor* 
huducj  which  he  had  never  feen;  gives  a  ftUe  accoimt  of 
Chapman's  verfification ;  and  difcovers,  in  the  preface  to  hb 
Fables,  that  he  tranflated  the  firft  book  of  the  Iliad  without 
knowing  what  was  in  the  fecond. 

It  will  be  difficult  to  prove  that  Dryden  ever  made  any  great 
advances  in  literature.  Ab  having  diftinguiflied  himfelf  at 
Weftminfter  under  the  tuition  of  Bufby,  who  advanced  his 
fcholars  to  a  height  of  knowledge  very  rarely  attained  iat 
grammar-fchools,  he  refided  afterwards  at  Cambiidge;  it  it 
not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  his  (kill  in  the  ancient  languages  waa 
deficient,  compared  with  that  of  common  ftudents ;  but  his 
fcholaftic  acquifitions  feem  not  proportionate  to  his  opportu. 
nities  and  abilities.  He  eould  not,  like  Milton  or  Cowley^ 
have  made  his  name  illuftrious  merely  by  his  learning.  He 
mentions  but  few  books,  and  thofe  fuch  as  lie  in  the  beaten 
track  of  r^ular  ftudy ;  firom  which  if  ever  he  departs^  he  is 
in  danger  of  lofing  himfelf  in  unknown  r^ons. 

In  his  Dialogue  on  the  Drama,  he  pronounces  vrith  great 
confidence  that  the  Latin  tragedy  of  Medea  is  not  Ovid's, 

*  Frafacs  to  Orid's  MQtomorphoilSM,    Xh,  J. 
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becaufe  it  is  not  fufficiently  interefting  and  pathetic.  He 
BUgbt  hatve  detennined  the  queftion  upon  furer  evidence ;  for 
it  is  quoted  by  Qumtiliaa  as  the  work  of  Seneca ;  and  the  only 
line  which  remains  in  Ovid's  play,  for  one  line  is  left  us,  is 
•ot  there  to  be  found.  There  was  therefore  no  need  of  the 
gravity  of  conjeSwe,  or  the  difcuffion  of  plot  or  fentiment,  to 
find  what  was  already  known  upon  higher  authority  than  fuch 
difcuffions  can  ever  reach* 

His  literature,  though  not  always  free  from  oftentation, 
will  be  commonly  found  either  obvious,  and  made  his  own 
by  the  art  of  dreffing  it ;  or  fuperficial,  which,  by  what  he 
gives,  fliews  what  he  wanted  ;  or  erroneous,  hafiily  collected, 
and  n^ligently  fcattered. 

Yet  it  cannot  be  faid  that  his  genius  is  ever  unprovided  of 
matter,  or  that  his  fancy  lai^uiihes  in  penury  of  ideas.  His 
works  abound  with  knowledge,  and  fparkle  with  illuftrations. 
There  is  Icarcely  any  fcieuce  or  feculty  that  does  not  fupply 
him  with  occafional  images  and  lucky  fimilitudes ;  every  page 
difcovers  a  mind  very  widely  acquainted  both  with  art  and 
nature,  and  in  full  poffeflion  of  great  ftores  of  intelleGhial 
wealth.  Of  him  that  knows  much  it  is  natural  to  fuppoie 
that  he  has  read  with  dil^ence  :  yet  I  rather  believe  that  the 
knowledge  of  Dryden  was  gleaned  from  accidental  intelli- 
gence and  various  converfation,  by  a  quick  apprehenfion,  a 
judicious  felefiion,  and  a  happy  memoiy ;  a  keen  appetite  of 
knowledge,  and  a  powerful  digeftion ;  by  vigilance  that  per- 
mitted nodmig  to  pals  without  notice,  and  a  habit  of  reflec* 
tion  that  fuffered  nothing  ufeful  to  be  loft.  A  mind  like 
Dkyden's,  always  curious,  always  a^ve,  to  which  every  un- 
derftanding  was  proud  to  be  aflbciated,  and  of  which  evei^ 
one  folicited  the  regard,  by  an  ambitious  difplay  of  himfelf, 
had  a  more  pleafant,  perhaps  a  nearer  way  to  knowledge  than 
by  the  iilent  progreis  of  folitary  reading.  I  do  not  fuppofe 
ttat  he  defpifed  books,  or  faitentionally  negleded  them ;  but 
that  he  was  carried  out,  by  the  impetuofity  of  his  genius,  to 
more  vivid  and  fpeedy  inftni^rs ;  and  tl^it  his  ftudies 
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nther  defaltory  and  fortuitous  than  conftant  and  fyftema- 
tical. 

It  muft  be  confeffed  that  he  fcarcely  ever  appears  to  want 
book-learning  but  when  he  mentions  books ;  and  to  him  may 
be  transferred  the  praife  which  he  gives  his  mafier  Charles: 

His  converfation,  wit,  and  parts^ 
His  knowledge  in  the  nobleft  ufeful  arts, 

Were  fuch,  dead  authors  could  not  givC| 

But  habitudes  of  thofe  that  live : 
Who,  lighting  him,  did  greater  lights  receive; 

He  drain'd  from  all,  and  all  they  knew, 
His  apprehenQons  quick,  his  judgement  true ; 

That  the  rooft  learn'd  with  fhame  coufeis, 
His  knowledge  more,  his  reading  only  lefs. 

Of  all  this,  however,  if  the  proof  be  demanded,  I  will  not 
nndertake  to  give  it :  the  atoms  of  probability,  of  which  my 
opinion  has  been  formed,  lie  fcattered  over  all  his  works ;  and 
by  him  who  thinks  the  quefUon  worth  his  notice,  his  works 
muft  be  perufed  with  very  clofe  attention. 

Criticiim,  either  didafiick  or  defenfive,  occupies  almoft  all 
his  profe,  except  thofe  pages  which  he  has  devoted  to  his 
patrons ;  but  none  of  his  prefaces  were  ever  thought  tedious. 
They  have  not  the  formality  of  a  fettled  ftyle,  in  which  the 
firft  half  of  the  fentence  betrays-  the  other.  The  claufes  are 
never  balanced,  nor  the  periods  modelled :  every  word  feems 
lo  drop  by  chance,  though  it  falls  into  its  proper  place.  No* 
thing  is  cold  or  languid :  the  whole  is  airy,  animated,  and 
v^orous;  what  is  little,  is  gay;  what  is  great,  is  fplendid« 
He  may  be  thought  to  mention  himfelf  too  frequently ;  but, 
Vrhile  be  forces  himfelf  upon  our  efteem,  we  cannot  refiife  him 
to  ftaod  high  in  his  own.  £very  thing  is  excufed  by  the  phiy 
ef  images,  and  the  fprightlinefs  of  expreffion.  Thou^  all  ia 
cafy,  nothbg  is  feeble ;  though  all  feems  carelefs,  there  is  no- 
diing  harfli ;  and  though,  fince  his  earlier  works  more  than 
.  VOL.  1.  e 
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a  century  haa  paffedi  tbey  hav^  nothbg  yet  imcooth  or  oblb^ 
lete. 

He  who  writes  muck  will  noteafilj  efcape  a  manner^  fiich 
1^  recurrence  of  particular  modes  as  may  be  eafily  noted*. 
Dryden  is  always  another  and  the  fame ;  he  does  not  exbibitt 
a  fecond  time  the  fame  el^;ances  iu  the  fame  form^  nor  ap« 
pears  to  have  any  art  other  than  that  of  expreflmg  with  clear- 
nefs  what  he  thinks  with  tigour*  His  ftyle  could  not  eafily  be 
imitated^  either  ferioufly  or  ludierooily ;  for^  being  always 
equable  and  always  varied^  it  has  no  prominent  or  difcrimi- 
native  charafters.  The  beauty  who  is  totally  free  from  dif- 
proportion  of  parts  and  features  cannot  be  ridiculed  by  an 
overcharged  refemblance. 

From  his  profe,  however,  Dryden  derives  only  his  acci* 
dental  and  fecondary  praife ;  the  veneration  with  which  his 
name  is. pronounced  by  every  cultivator  of  Ec^Iifli  literaltoe, 
is  paid  to  him  as  he  refined  the  language,  improved  the  feiK 
timents>  and  tuned  the  numbers,  of  Eqgliih  Poetry. 

After  about  half  a  century  of  forced  thou^ts,  and  rngged 
metre,  fome  advances  towards  nature  and  harmony  had  beei^ 
ahready  made  by  Waller  and  Denham ;  they  had  ihewn  that 
long  difcourfes  in  rhyme  grew  more  pleafing  when  tliey  weret 
broken  into  cpuplets,  and  that  verfe  confifted  not  only  in  that 
number  but  the  arrangement  of  fyliables* 

But  though  they  did  much,  who  can  deny  that  thty  hft 
much  to  do?  Their  works  were  not  ma^y,  nor  were  their 
minds  of  very  ample  comprehenfion.  More  exaoiples  of 
more  modes  of  compofition  were  neceilary  for  tka,eftabliChh 
myent  of  r^;ulari^,  and  the  introdu^on  of  propriety  in  word 
and  thought. 

Every  language  of  a  learned  nation  neceffiu%  di«idea  itfelf 
into  di^on  fcholaftick  and  popularj  grave  and  familiar,  el^ 
g^nt  and  grols :  and  from  a  nice  diftinSion  of  tfa#fe  differeiji 
parts  aiifes  a  great  part  of  the  beau^  of  ftyle*  Butj  if  we 
except  a  few  minds,  the  favourites  of  natuire,  to  whom  their 
twn  original  rectitude  was  in  the  place  of  rules,  thia  delicac^f 
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6f  fele^oti  was  little  known  to  our  autbors;  our  fp^^h  1^7 
before  diem  in  a  heap  of  confuiion ;  and  every  man  took  for 
every  purpoie  what  chance  might  offer  him. 

There  was  therefore  before  the  time  of  Dryden  no  poetical 
di^on,  no  (yilem  of  words  at  once  refined  from  the  groiTneis 
of  domeftick  ufe^  and  free  from  the  harflinefs  of  terms  appro* 
piriated  to  particular  arts.  Words  too  frimiliar,  or  too  re» 
ttiotej  defeat  the  purpoie  of  a  poet.  From  thofe  founds 
which  we  hear  on  fmall  or  on  coarfe  occafious^  we  do  not 
eaiUy  receive  ftrong  impreflions,  or  delightful  images ;  and 
words  to  which  we  are  nearly  ftrangers,  whenever  they  occur^ 
draw  that  attention  on  themfelves  which  they  fliould  tran& 
mit  to  things. 

Tho/e  happy  combinations  of  words  which  diftinguiih 
poetiy  from  profe  had  been  rarely  attempted :  we  had  few 
elegaiic^  or  flowers  of  fpeech ;  the  rofes  had  not  yet  beea 
plucked  from  the  bramble^  or  different  colours  had  not  been 
joined  to  enliven  one  another. 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  Waller  and  Denham  could 
have  over-borne  the  prejudices  which  had  long  prevailed^ 
and  which  even  then  were  iheltered  by  the  proteSion  of  Cow- 
ley, 'the  new  verfification^  as  it  is  called^  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  owing  its  efiablilhment  to  Dryden ;  from  whofe  time  it 
is  apparent  that  Englifli  poetry  has  had  no  tendency  to  re- 
lapfe  to  its  former  favagenefs. 

The  a£9uence  and  compreheniion  of  our  language  is  very 
illuftrioufly  difplayed  in  our  poetical  tranflations  of  Ancient 
Writers;  a  work  which  the  French  feem  to  relinquifli  in  de« 
fpaio  and  which  we  were  long  unable  to  perform  with  dexte* 
rity.  Ben  Jonfon  thought  it  neceflary  to  copy  Horace  almotl 
word  by  word ;  Feltham^  his  contemporary  and  adver&ry, 
oonfiders  it  as  indifpenfably  requifite  in  a  tranflation  to  give 
line  for  line.  It  is  faid  that  Sandys^  whom  Dryden  calls  the 
belt  verfifier  of  the  laft  age^  has  ftruggled  hard  to  comprife 
every  book  of  the  Englilh  Metamorphofes  in  the  fame  num« 
ber  of  verfes  with  the  original.     Holyday  had  nothing  in  view 
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bat  to  ihew  that  he  underftood  his  author,  ^^ith  fo  little  re« 
gard  to  the  grandeur  of  his  di£Uon,  or  the  volubility  of  his 
numbers,  that  his  metres  can  hardly  be  called  verfes;  they 
cannot  be  read  without  relu6lance,  nor  will  the  labour  always 
be  rewarded  by  underftanding  them.  Cowley  faw  that  fuch 
copyers  were  a  fervile  race;  he  aflerted  his  liberty,  and 
fpread  his  wings  fo  boldly  that  he  left  his  authors.  It  was  re* 
ferved  for  Dryden  to  fix  the  limits  of  poetical  liberty,  and 
give  us  juft  rules  and  examples  of  tranflation. 

When  languages  are  formed  upon  different  principles,  it  is 
irapoffible  that  the  fame  modes  of  expreffion  ihould  always  be 
elegant  in  both.  While  they  run  on  together,  the  clofefl 
tranflation  may  be  confidered  as  the  bed ;  but  when  they  di- 
yaricate,  each  muil  take  its  natural  courfe.  Where  corre- 
fpondence  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  neceffary  to  be  content 
with  fomething  equivalent  ''  Tranflation  therefore,"  fays 
Dryden,  ''  is  not  fo  loofe  as  paraphrafej  nor  fo  clofe  as  me- 
taphrafe." 

All  poliflied  languages  have  different  (lyles ;  the  concife, 
the  diffufe,  the  lofty,  and  the  humble.  In  the  proper  choice 
of  ftyle  confifts  the  referoblance  vihich  Dryden  principally  ex- 
a^  from  the  tranflator.  He  is  to  exhibit  his  author's 
thoughts  in  fuch  a  drcfs  of  diclion  as  tlie  author  would  have 
given  them,  had  his  language  been  Englifli :  rugged  magnifi- 
cence is  not  to  be  foftcned ;  hyperbolical  oftentation  is  not  to 
be  repreffed;  nor  fententious  affe6btion  to  have  its  point 
blunted.  A  tranflator  is  to  be  like  his  author;  it  is  not  his 
bufinefs  to  excel  him. 

The  reafonablenefs  of  thefe  rules  feems  fufficient  for  their 
vindication ;  and  the  effe6b  produced  by  obferving  them  were 
fo  happy,  that  I  know  not  whether  they  were  ever  oppofed 
but  by  Sir  Edward  Sherburne,  a  man  whofe  learning  was 
greater  than  his  powers  of  poetry,  and  who,  being  better 
qualified  to  give  the  meaning  than  the  fpirit  of  Seoeca,  has 
introduced  his  verfion  of  three  tragedies  by  a  defence  of  clofe 
tranflation.    The  authority  of  Horace,  which  the  new  trauf- 
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htore  cited  in  defence  of  their  pra6tice^  he  has^  by  a  judicious 
explanation,  taken  fairly  from  them ;  but  reafon  wants  not 
Horace  to  fupport  it. 

It  feldom  happens  that  all  the  neceffary  caufes  concur  to 
any  great  efkA  :  will  is  wanting  to  power^  or  power  to  will, 
or  both  are  impeded  by  external  obftru6iions.  The  exigen- 
cies in  which  Dryden  was  condemned  to  pafs  his  life  are  rea- 
fonably  foppofed  to  have  blafted  his  genius,  to  have  driven 
out  his  works  in  a  ftate  of  immaturity,  and  to  have  intercepted 
die  full-blown  elegance  which  longer  growth  would  have  fup- 
plied. 

Poverty,  like  other  rigid  powers,  is  fometimes  too  haftily 
accafed.  If  the  excellence  of  Dryden's  works  was  leJBTened 
by  his  indigence,  their  number  was  increafed ;  and  I  know 
not  how  it  will  be  proved,  that  if  he  had  written  lefs  he  would 
have  written  better;  or  that  indeed  he  would  have  undergone 
die  toil  of  an  author,  if  he  had  not  been  folicited  by  fome- 
thing  more  preflkig  than  the  love  of  praife. 

But,  as  is  faid  by  his  Sebaftian, 

"What  had  been^  is  unknown;  what  is,  appears. 

We  know  that  Dryden^s  feveral  produSions  were  fo  many 
fuccei&ve  expedients  for  his  fupport ;  his  plays  were  there* 
fore  often  borrowed;  and  his  poems  were  almoft  all  occa- 
fional. 

In  an  occafional  performance  no  height  of  excellence  can 
be  expeSed  from  any  mind,  however  fertile  in  itfelf,  and 
bowever  ftored  with  acquifitions.  He  whofe  work  is  general 
and  arbitrary  has  the  choice  of  his  matter,  and  takes  that 
which  bis  inclination  and  his  ftudies  have  beft  qualified  him 
to  difplay  and  decorate.  He  is  at  liberty  to  delay  his  publica* 
tion  tiU  he  has  fatisfied  his  friends  and  himfelf,  till  he  has  re- 
formed his  firft  thoughts  by  fubfequent  examination,  and  po-> 
Iiflied  away  thofe  faults  which  the  precipitance  of  ardent  com- 
pofition  is  likely  to  leave  behind  it.    Virgil  is  related  to  bare 
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poured  out  a  great  number  of  lines  in  the  mornings  and  tQ 
have  pafled  the  day  in  reducing  them  to  fewer. 

The  occafional  poet  is  circumfcribed  by  the  narrownelf  of 
hia  fubjeft.  Whatever  can  happen  to  man  has  happei^^  fo 
often  that  little  remains  for  fancy  or  invention.  We  have^ 
been  all  bom';  we  have  moft  of  us  been  married ;  and  fo 
many  have  died  before  us^  that  our  deaths  can  fupp^  but  few 
materials  for  a  poet.  In  the  fate  of  Princen  the  publick  haa 
an  intereft ;  and  what  happens  to  them  of  good  or  e^il^  the 
poets  have  always  confidered  as  bufineis  for  the  Mufe.  But 
after  fo  many  inauguratory  gratulations^  nuptial  hymnsj  and 
funeral  dirges,  he  muft  be  highly  favoured  by  nature^  or  by 
fortune,  who  fays  any  thing  not  &id  before.  Even  war  an4 
conquef^  however  fplendid,  fi^eft  no  new  images;  the  tri^ 
umphant  chariot  of  a  vidorious  monarch  can  be  decked  only 
with  thofe  ornaments  that  have  graced  bis  predeceffors. 

Not  only  matter  but  time  is  wanting.  The  poem  iQuft  not 
be  delayed  till  the  occafion  is  foigotten.  The  lu^y  mo*. 
ments  of  animated  imagination  cannot  be  attended ;  elegances 
and  illufirations  cannot  be  multiplied  by  gradual  accumula- 
tion ;  the  compolition  muft  be  dif{>atched,  while  converfation 
is  yet  bufy,  and  admiration  freCh ;  and  ^aAe  is  to  be  nuideu 
left  fome  other  event  fliould  lay  hold  upcox  numkind. 

Occafional  compofitions  may  however  fecure  to  a  writer  the 
praife  both  of  learning  and  facility ;  for  they  cannot  be  the 
eSeSt  of  long  finely,  and  ipuft  be  funnihed  iqiQiediate^  from 
the  treafures  of  the  miud. 

The  death  of  Cromwell  was  the  firft  publick  evept  ^hidii 
called  forth  Dryden  a  poetical  powers*  ^is  heroick  fian^as 
have  beauties  and  defe^ ;  the  thoughts  are  v^oroua,  andi 
though  not  always  proper,  flieMT  a  mind  replete  with  ideas ; 
tlie  numbers  are  fmooth ;  and  the  didion^  if  not  altogethei;. 
corred,  is  elegant  and  eafy. 

Davenant  was  perhaps  at  this  time  his  favourite  author^ 
though  Gondibert  never  appears  to  have  been  popular ;  and 
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iirom  DaveoftDt  he  learned  to  plede  his  ear  with  the  fiaitta  of 
four  lines  alternately  rhymed. 

Dryden  very  early  formed  his  verfifiation  ;  diere  are  in 
this  early  prodti6tion  no  traces  of  Donne's  or  Jonfon's  rug- 
gednels ;  but  he  did  not  fo  fpon  friee  his  mind  from  the  ambi- 
tion of  forced  conceits.  In  his  verles  on  the  Reftoration^  be 
frys  of  the  King's  exile^ 


He,  toft'd  by  Fate 
Could  fade  no  fweets  of  youth^s  dcfi'r^d  age. 
Bat  found  his  life  too  true  a  pilgrimage. 

And  afterwards^  to  fhew  bow  virtue  and  wifilom  are  mcreafed 
by  adverfity^  be  makes  this  remark: 

Well  might  the  antient  poets  then  confer 
On  Night  the  honoured  name  of  coiu^ftlkr^ 
Since,  llruck  with  rays  of  profperous  fortune  blind. 
We  light  alone  in  dark  afflidions  find* 

His  praife  of  Mook's  dexteri^  epmpriiea  fuch  a  clmfter  of 
thoughts  unallied  to  one  another^  as  will  not  eliewhere  be 
eafily  found: 

^was  Monk,  whom  PixiTidence  defSgn'd  to  loolb 
Thofe  real  bonds  falfe  freedom  did  impofe. 
The  bleiied  faints  that  watch'd  this  turning  fcene 
Did  from  their  ftari  Mritfa  joyful  wonder  lean. 
To  fee  fmall  clues  draw  vafteft  weights  along, 
Not  in  their  bulk)  but  in  their  order  ftrong. 
Thus  pencils  can  by  one  fligjht  touch  refloie 
Smiles  to  that  changed  face  that  wept  before. 
With  eafe  fuch  fond  chimasras  we  purfuei 
As  fancy  frames,  for  &ncy  to  fobdue : 
But^  when  ourfelyes  to  adion  we  betake, 
\i  fhuns  the  mint  like  gold  that  chemifts  make* 
l^ow  hard  was  then  his  taflc,  at  once  to  be 
What  in  the  body  natural  we  fee ! 
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Man'sArchiteddiftindly  did  ordain 

The  charge  of  mufdes,  nerves,  and  of  the  brain. 

Through  viewlefs  conduits  fpirits  to  difpenfe 

The  fp rings  of  motion  from  the  feat  of  fenfe  i 

'Twas  not  the  hafty  produdof  a  day, 

But  the  wcll-ripen'd  fruit  of  wife  delay. 

He,  like  a  patient  angler,  ere  he  flrook, 

Would  let  them  play  awhile  upon  the  hook. 

Our  healthful  food  the  (lomach  labours  thus. 

At  firft  embracing  what  it  (Irait  doth  cruOi, 

Wife  leaches  will  not  vain  receipts  obtrude,) 

While  growing  paics  pronounce  the  humours  crude  i 

Peaf  to  complaints,  they  wait  upon  theiili 

Till  fome  fafe  crifis  authorize  their  fJ^ilU 

He  had  not  yet  learned^  indeed  he  never  learned  well^  Uk 
forbear  the  improper  ufe  of  mythology.  After  having  re** 
vard^  the  Heathen  deities  for  their  carcj 

With  Alga  who  the  facred  altar  (Irows  I 
To  all  the  fea-gods  Charles  an  offering  owes ; 
A  bull  to  thee,  Portunus,  fliall  be  flain ; 
.   A  ram  to  you,  ye  Tempefts  of  the  Main* 

He  telk^  us  in  the  language  of  Religion^ 

Prayer  Aorm'd  the  ikies,  and  ravifti'd  Charles  from  thence. 
As  Heaven  itfelf  is  took  by  violence. 

And  afterwards  mentions  one  of  the  moft  awful  paffiigeii  of 
Sacred  Hiftory. 

O.i.er  conceits  there  ar^  tQO  puiiQUS  to  be  (juite  omitted ; 

For  by  example  moil  we  finn'd  before, 

And,  glafs-like,  clearnefs  mix'd  with  frailty  bore* 

How  far  he  was  yet  from  thinking  it  neceflSuy  to  found  his 
fentiments  on  nature^  appears  from  the  extravagance  of  I4i 
^6tions  and  hyperboles : 


LIFE  OF  DRYDEN;  Ixiii 

The  winds  that  never  moderation  knew. 
Afraid  to  blow  too  much,  too  faintly  blew ; 
Or,  out  of  breath  with  joy,  could  not  enlarge 
Their  ilraiten'd  longs. — 
It  is  no  longer  motion  cheats  your  view ; 
As  yon  meet  it»  the  land  approacheth  you  ; 
The  land  returns,  and  in  the  white  it  wears. 
The  marks  of  penitence,  and  forrow  bears. 

I  know  not  whether  this  fancy^  however  little  be  its  value, 
was  not  borrowed.  A  French  poet  read  to  Malherbe  fome 
verfes,  in  which  he  reprefents  France  as  moving  out  of  its 
place  to  receive  the  king.  ^*  Though  this,"  (aid  Malherbe^ 
''  was  in  my  time,  I  do  not  remember  it/' 

His  poem  on  the  Coronation  has  a  more  eveu  tenor  of 
thought.     Some  lines  deferve  to  be  quoted. 

You  have  already  quenched  fedition's  brand  ; 
And  zeal,  that  burnt  it,  only  warms  the  land ; 
The  jealous  feds  that  durft  not  truil  their  caufe, 
So  &LT  from  their  own  will  as  to  the  laws, 
Him  for  their  umpire  and  their  fynod  take, 
And  their  appeal  alone  to  Caefar  make. 

Here  may  be  found  one  particle  of  that  old  verfification^ 
of  which^  I  beiievcj  in  all  his  works,  there  is  not  another : 

Nor  is  it  duty,  or  our  hope  alone, 
Creates  that  joy,  but  fMfrmtion, 

In  the  verles  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  two  years 
afterwards,  is  a  conceit  fo  hopeiefs  at  the  firft  view,  that  few 
would  have  attempted  it ;  and  fo  fucce&fully  laboured,  that 
though  at  laft  it  gives  the  reader  more  perplexity  than  plea* 
fure,  and  feems  hardly  worth  the  ftudy  that  it  cofts,  yet  it 
inuft  be  valued  as  a  proof  of  a  mind  at  once  fubtle  and  com- 
prehenfive ; 

In  open  profpe^  nothing  bounds  our  eye, 
Until  the  eiirth  fe^ms  joii^'d  unto  the  iky ; 


kxMT  LIFE  OF  DRYDBK; 

So  in  this  heniiphere  our  utmoft  view 
Is  only  bounded  by  our  king  and  you : 
Our  %bl:  is  limited  wbefe  you  are  join'd^ 
And  beyond  that  no  farther  Heaven  can  find. 
So  well  your  virtues  do  with  his  a^ee^ 
That  though  your  orba  of  different  greatnefii  be. 
Yet  both  are  for  each  other's  ufe  difpot'd^ 
His  to  enciofe,  and  yours  to  be  eoclos'd. 
Nor  could  another  in  your  room  have  been. 
Except  an  emptineft  had  come  between* 

The  comparifon  of  the  Chancellor  to  the  Indies  leaves  all 
refemblauce  too  far  behind  it :  I 

And  as  the  Indies  were  not  found  before  '  * 

Thcah  rich  perfumes  which  from  the  happy  fliore 

The  winds  upon  their  balmy  winga;  qonvey^d, 

Whofe  guilty  fweetuefs  fird  their  world  betray'd  : 

So  by  your  eounfels  we  are  brought  to  view 

A  aew  and  undifcover'd  world  in  you* 

There  is  another  comparifon^  for  there  is  litde  dk  in  the 
foem,  of  which^  thoogh  perhaps  it  cannot  be  explained  into 
plain  profaick  meaningj  the  mind  perceives  enough  to  be  de* 
lijgbted^  and  readily  forgives  its  obfcurity^  for  its  magnificence ; 

How  firaugely  adive  are  the  arts  of  peace, 

Whofe  reftlefs  motions  l^  than  wars  do  ceafe  I 

Peace  is  not  freed  from  laboury  but  from  noife } 

And  war  more  force,  but  not  more  pains  employe. 

Such  is  the  mighty  fwiftnefs  of  your  mind. 

That,  like  the  Earth's,  it  leaves  our  fenfe  behind  2 

While  yen  fo  finoothly  turn  and  roll  our  fphere. 

That  rapid  Motion  does  bul  reft  appear. 

For  as  in  nature's  fwiftneis,  with  the  throng 

Of  flying  orbs  while  ours  is  borne  along,  ^ 

All  feems  at  reft  to  the  deluded  eye, 

Mov'd  by  the  foul  of  the  fame  harmony: 

So,  carry'd  on  by  your  unweajied  care, 

We  red  in  peace,  and  yet  in  motion  (hare. 
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-  Tq  this  fUcceed  four  Uaai^  which  perhaps  afford  DrTden^a 
fiift  allempt  at  thoie  penetratiQg  r^niarkQ  od  human  nature^ 
for  wbieh  he  if«ii|s  to  ha^^  b^a  peculwly  formed : 

liet  eovy  then  thofe  crime)  within  you  fee, 
From  which  the  happy  never  mufl  be  free ; 
Envy,  that  does  with  mifery  refide, 
The  joy  and  the  revenge  of  ruined  pride. 

Into  this  poem  he  fe«ms  to  hav^  coQefted  all  his  powers  f- 
and  after  this  he  did  not  often  bring  upon  bia  anvil  inch  ftub- 
bom  and  unmalleable  thought9 ;  butj  aa  a  fpeomea  of  hia 
abilities  to  unit^  tb^  moft  unlocxable  matter^  he  has  cobc1u« 
ded  with  lines  of  which  { tbipk  not  n^rfelf  obliged  to  tdl  the 
meaning* 

Yet  unimpairM  with  labours,  or  with  time. 
Your  age  but  fecms  to  a  new  youth  to  climb* 
Thus  heavenly  bodies  do  our  time  beget. 
And  meafure  change,  but  Aiare  no  part  of  it : 
And  (till  it  (hall  without  a  weight  inoreafe, 
like  this  new  year,  whofe  motions  never  ceafe. 
For  Qnce  the  glorious  courfe  you  have  begun 
Is  led  by  Charles,  as  that  is  by  the  fun, 
It  muft  both  weigbtlefs  and  immortal  prove, 
Becauie  the  centre  of  it  is  above. 

In  the  JuMUB  MirabUU  he  returned  lo  the  quatrain,  which 
frofli  that  tioMhe  totally  quilted,  perhaps  from  eiperience  of 
ita  inconvenience,  far  he  complains  of  its  difficuhy.  This  is 
oneof  hisgrealeftalteaipts.  He  had  fubjeds  equal  to  his 
abilities,  a  great  naval  war,  and  the  Fire  of  London.  Bat- 
des  have  always  been  defcribed  in  heroick  poetiy ;  but  a  fea- 
fi^t  and  artillery  had  y^t  fomething  of  novelty.  New  arts 
are  Umg  in  the  world  before  poets  deicribe  them ;  for  they 
borrow  every  thing  from  their  predeceflbrs^  and  coi^monly 
derive  very  little  from  nature  or  from  life,  Boiieau  was  the 
firilFrench  writer  that  had efver  hasarded  in  verfe  the  men- 
lion  of  modem  viar^  or  the  rffefiU  of  gunpowder.    We,  who 
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for  we  winded  them  by  our  nofes--^their  ferfusmn  beflrajed 
them.  The  Hufbahd  aad  the  Lot^ef^  thbii^h  of  more  dig*i 
nity  than  the  caftor^  Are  images  too  domefiick  to  mingle  pro^ 
perly  with  the  horrors  of  war.  The  tWo  quatrains  th«t  follow 
are  worthy  of  the  author. 

The  account  of  the  different  feniations  with  which  the  two 
fleets  retired^  when  the  night  parted  them>  is  one  of  the  fair- 
eft  flowers  of  JEnglifli  poetrjr  i 

The  night  comes  on*  wc  eager  to  purfue 

The  combat  ftill,  and  they  afliam'd  to  leave; 

Till  the  lail  Areaks  of  dying  day  withdrew, 

And  doubtful  moon-light  did  our  rage  deceive. 

In  th'  Englifli  fleet  each  (hip  refounds  with  joy. 
And  loud  applaufe  of  their  great  leader's  fame; 

In  fiery  dreams  the  Dutch  they  Aill  deftroy. 
And,  (lumbering,  fmile  at  the  imagined  flame* 

Not  fo  the  Holland  fleet,  who,  tir*d  and  done. 
Stretched  on  their  decks,  like  weury  oxen  lie; 

faint  Hveats  all  down  their  mighty  members  run, 
(Vaft  bulks,  which  little  fouls  but  ill  Aipply>« 

9 

In  dreams  they  fearful  precipices  tread, 
Or,  fliipwreck'd,  labour  to  fomediflant  (here; 

Or,  in  dark  churches,  walk  among  the  dead; 
They  wake  with  horror,  and  dare  fleep  no  more* 

It  is  a  general  riile  in  poetry^  that  aU  appropriated  terms  of 
art  fliould  be  funk  in  general  exprefl[ions>  becaufe  poetry  is 
to  fpeak  an  univerial  language.  This  nde  is  fitll  ftronger 
with  regard  to  arts  not  liberal^  or  confined  to  few,  and  diere- 
fore  for  removed  ftoifl  connitton  kn6wledge ;  and  of  this  kind, 
certainly,  is  technical  navq;ation.  Yet  Dryden  was  of  opi« 
nion»  that  a  fea-fight  ought  to  be  defcribed  in  the  nautical 
language;  ''and  certainly/'  fays  he,  '' as  thofe,  who  in  si 
''  logical  difputation  keep  to  general  terms,  would  hide  a  fol- 
''  lacy,  fo  thofe  who  do  it  in  poetical  defcription  would  veil 
'^  their  ignotancfe/^ 
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Let  us  then  vgpeal  to  cKperieasd;  for  fay  experience  athft 
we  learn  as  well  what  will  pleafe  as  what?  wiU  profit.  Id  that 
fattfede  his  terms  feem  to  have  been  blown  awa; ;  but  he  dealm 
Ibw liberally  io  the  dock: 

So  here  fome  pick  out  bullets  from  the  fide. 
Some  drive  old  okum  thro'  each  yearn  and  rift : 

Their  left-hand  does  the  cdUcing-iron  guide. 
The  rattling  1/UiUet  with  the  right  they  lift. 

« 

With  boiling  pitch  another  near  at  hand 
(From  friendly  Sweden  biMght)  tht/eanm  tn-Jicfi  ; 

Whichy  well  laid  o'er,  the  falt-fea  waves  withilandi 
And  (hake  them  from  the  rifing  beak  in  drops. 

Some  the  galTd  ropes  with  dawby  marling  bind. 
Or  fear-cloth  mafls  with  firong  tarpawUng  coats } 

To  try  usiwjhrouds  one  mounts  into  the.wind^ 
And  one  below  their  eafe  or  ftiffnefs  notes. 

I  fiipp^fe  there  is  not  one  term  winch  eveiy  reader  does 
not  wifli  away.  j 

His  digreffion  to  the  or^^inal  and  progreis  of  navigation^ 
with  his  profpeS  of  the  advancement  which  it  ihall  receive 
from  the  Royal  Society^  then  newly  inftituted^  may  be  con-^ 
fidered  as  an  example  feldom  equalled  of  feafonahle  excurfion 
and  artful  return. 

One  line^  however^  leaves  me  difeontented  (  he  frys|  ihat^ 
by  the  help  of  the  philofophersj 

Intruded  fiiips  fliall  fail  to  quick  eommercei 
By  which  remoteft  regions  are  allied.— 

Which  he  is  conftrained  to  explain  in  a  note  ''  by  a  more  ex«^ 
^  aft  meafure  of  longitude.^  It  had  better  become  Dryden'a 
learning  and  genius  to  have  kboured  fcience  into  poetry^  and 
have  fliewn,  by  explaining  longitude^  that  verie  did  not  rev 
liife  the  ideas  of  philofophy. 
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His  defcription  of  the  Fire  is  painted  by  refolute  medita-* 
tion^  out  of  a  mind  better  formed  to  reafon  than  to  feel.  The 
conflagration  of  a  city,  With  aU  its  tumults  of  concomitant  cBf- 
trefs^  is  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  fpefilacles  which  this  world 
can  offer  to  human  eyes ;  yet  it  feems  to  raife  little  emotion  in 
the  breaft  of  the  poet ;  he  watches  the  flame  coolly  from  ftreet 
to  ftreet^  with  now  a  refle£^ion^  and  now  a  fimile,  till  at  laft 
he  meets  the  King^  for  whom  he  makes  a  fpeech^  rather  te- 
dious in  a  time  fo  bufy ;  and  then  follows  again  the  progrefs 
of  the  fire. 

There  are,  however^  in  this  part  fome  paffages  that  deferve 
attention ;  as m  the  beginning; 

The  diligence  of  trades  and  uoifeful  gain, 
And  luxury,  more  late,  afleep  were  laid  ! 

All  was  the  Night's,  and  in  her  filcnt  reign 
No  found  the  reft  of  Nature  did  invade 

In  this  deep  quiet 

The  expreflion  ^  All  was  the  NightV  is  taken  from  Se- 
lieca^  who  remarks  on  Virgirs  line^ 

Omnia  no£lis  eraut,  placida  compoAa  quiete, 
that  he  might  have  concluded  better^ 

Omnia  nodlis  erant. 
The  following  quatrain  is  vigorous  and  animated : 

The  ghofts  of  traitors  from  the  bridge  defcend 

With  bold  fanatick  fpedres  to  rejoice ; 
About  the  fire  into  a  dance  they  bend, 

And  fing  their  fabbath  notes  with  feeble  voice. 

His  predi£Uon  of  the  improvements  which  fliall  be  made, 
in  tlie  new  city  is  elegant  and  poetical^  and  with  an  event 
which  Poets  cannot  always  boaft  has  been  happily  verified* 
The  poem  concludes  with  a  fimile  that  might  have  better 
been  omitted. 
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Dryden»  Mrhen  he  wrote  this  poem^  feems  not  yet  fiiUy  to 
have  fortued  hb  veriification^  or  fettled  his  fyftem  of  pro- 
priety. 

From  this  time  he  addi£ted  himfelf  almoft  wholly  to  the 
fiage,  ^^  to  which/'  &ys  he,  ''  my  genius  never  much  inclined 
^'  me/  merely  as  the  moft  profitahle  market  for  poetry.  By 
writing  tragedies  in  rhyme,  he  continued  to  improve  his  die- 
tion  and  his  numbers.  According  to  the  opinion  of  Harte^ 
who  had  fludied  his  works  with  great  attention,  he  fetded  his 
prindples  of  verfification  in  1676,  when  he  produced  the 
play  of  jiureng  Zebe ;  and  according  to  his  own  account  of 
the  ihort  time  in  which  he  wrote  Tyrannick  Lofve,  and  the 
State  of  Innocence,  he  foon  obtained  the  full  effe£l  of  dili- 
gence, and  added  facility  to  exadneis. 

Rhyme  has  been  *fo  long  baniflied  from  the  theatre,  that 
we  know  not  its  eife^  upon  the  paffions  of  an  audience ;  but 
it  has  this  convenience,  that  fentences  ftand  more  independ- 
ent on  each  other,  and  ftriking  paffages  are  therefore  eafily 
feleSed  and  retuned.  Thus  the  defcription  of  Night  in  the 
Indian  Emperor,  and  the  rife  and  fall  of  empire  in  the  Cor^ 
quefi  of  Granada,  are  more  frequently  repeated  than  any 
lines  in  All  for  Love,  or  Don  Sebaflian. 

To  fearch  his  plays  for  vigorous  faliies  and  fententious  ele- 
gances, or  to  fix  the  dates  of  any  little  pieces  which  he  wrote 
by  chance^  or  by  folicitation^  were  labour  too  tedious  and 
minute. 

His  dramatick  labours  did  not  fo  wholly  abforb  his  thoughts, 
but  that  he  promulgated  the  laws  of  tranilation  in  a  pre£Eu:e  to 
the  £nglifli  Epiftles  of  Ovid ;  one  of  which  he  tranflated  him* 
felf,  and  anodier  in  conjunction  with  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave* 

Abfalom  and  Achitophel  is  a  work  fo  well  known,  that 
particular  criticifm  is  fuperfluous.  If  it  be  coniidered  as  a 
poem  political  and  controveriial,  it  will  be  found  to  com- 
prife  all  the  excellences  of  which  the  fubje^  is  fufceptible ; 
^rimopy  of  cenfure^  elegance  of  praife,  artful  delineation  of 

TOI..  I.  f 
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dbariifibers^  variety  and  vigour  of  fentiaieiit^  liappy  tarns  of 
langu^gej  and  pleaiing  harmony  of  numbers ;  and  all  tbefe 
raifed  to  fuch  a  height  as  can  fcarcely  be  found  iq  any  other 
Engliih  compofition. 

It  is  not^  however^  without  faults ;  fome  lines  are  inele- 
gant and  improper^  and  too  many  are  irreligioufly  licentious. 
Tlie  original  ftru3ure  of  the  poem  was  defe6Uve ;  allegories 
drawn  to  great  length  will  always  break ;  Charles  could  not 
run  continually  parallel  with  David. 

The  iubjed  had  Ukewife  another  iacouvenience :  it  ad- 
mitted little  imagery  <or  defcripiioa;  and  a  long  poem  of 
mere  fieatiments  eafily  becomes  tedious ;  though  all  the  parts 
are  forcible,  and  every  line  kindles  new  rapture,  the  reader, 
if  not  relieved  by  the  interpofition  of  fomething  that  fooths 
the  fancy>  grows  weary  of  admiration,  and  defers  the  reft* 

As  an  approach  to  the  hiftorical  truth  was  neceflary,  the 
aSion  and  cataftrophse  were  not  in  the  poets  power ;  there  is 
therefore  an  mipleaiing  di^roportion  between  the  beginning 
and  the  end.  We  are  alarmed  by  a  fa£bon  formed  of  many 
(e&8,  various  in  their  principles,  but  agreeing  in  their  pur* 
pofe  of  mifchief,  formsdaUe  for  their  numbers,  and  ftrong 
by  their  fupports ;  while  the  King^s  friends  are  few  and  weak« 
The  chiefs  on  either  part  are  fet  forth  to  view :  but  when  £x« 
peSation  is  at  the  height,  die  King  makes  a  fpeech,  and 

Henceforth  a  feries  of  new  times  began.  If 

Who  can  forbear  to  thuik  of  an  enqhanted  caftle,  with  a 
wide  moat  and  lofty  battlements,  walls  of  marble  and  gates 
of  breb,  which  vaniihes  at  once  into  air,  when  die  deftined 
knight  blows  his  faora  before  it  ? 

In  ibe  fecond  part,  written  by  Tate,  there  is  a  long  m« 
feition,  which,  for  its  poignancy  of  fadre,  exceeds  any  paft 
of  the  former.  Perfooal  refentment,  though  no  laudbbie 
modve  to  iadre,  can  add  great  force  to  general  prinoipies. 
Self-love  b  a  bufy  prompter. 
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lie  Mcddi,  yntiWm  upon  tbe  fame  principled  with  jtbfa-^ 
iom  and  Achiiophel,  but  upon  a  narrower  plan^  gives  Ms 
pleafure^  though  it  difcovers  equal  abilities  in  the  writer. 
The  fuperflrii£lure  cannot  extend  beyond  the  foundation ;  a 
fingte  charafler  or  incident  cannot  fumiih  as  many  ideas,  as  a 
feries  of  events,  or  multiplicity  of  agents.  This  poem,  there- 
fore^ fince  time  has  left  it  to  itfelf^  is  not  much  read,  nor  per- 
baps  generally  underftood  ;  yet  it  abounds  with  touches  both 
of  humorous  and  ferious  fatire.  Tbe  piSure  of  a  'man  wbofe 
propenfions  to  mifchief  are  fuch,  that  bis  beft  anions  are  but 
inability  of  wickedue£^  is  very  ikilfuUy  delineated  and  ftronj^y 
coloured : 

Power  was  his  aim ;  but,  thrown  from  that  pretence^ 

The  wretch  tuni'd  loyal  in  his  own  defence. 

And  malice  reconcil'd  him  to  his  prince. 

Him,  in  the  aDguiH)  of  bis  foul,  he  ferv'd; 

Rewarded  fader  ftill  than  he  defcrv'dv 

Behold  him  now  exalted  into  trull ; 

His  counfels  oft  convcnieDt,  feldom  jud ; 

£v'n  in  the  mod  fuicere  advice  he  gave» 

He  had  a  grudging  dill  to  be  a  knave. 

Tbe  frauds,  he  Jearnt  in  his  fi»n»tick  years, 

Made  him  uneafy  in  his  lawful  gears. 

At  leail  as  little  boned  as  he  cou'd. 

And,  like  white  witches,  mifchievoufly  good« 

To  this  fird  bias,  loiigipgly,  he  leans, 

And  rather  would  be  great  by  wicked  means* 

Tbe  Threnodia,  whidi,  by  a  term  I  am  afraid  neither  att*^ 
itomei  nor  analogicaA,  he  csdls  Augujlalis,  is  not  among  hia 
bapfneft  prodq&iona.  Its  <fhii;  atiid  obvious  lefe£l  is  die  irre« 
giilarity  of  its  metre,  to  which  flie  ears  ^  that  age,  however, 
were  accuftomerf.  What  is  woi4e,  it  <1iad  neitker  tendeitteia 
nor  dignity;  it  is  neither  magnificent  nor  {Mitbetick,  He 
to  look  round  bin  for  images  which  he  camiot  "find, 
Ii4t  he  has  he  diflorts  hy  eodenvmrilig  to  enlarge  lliem^ 
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''  He  is,"  he  fays,  ^'  petrified  with  grief;"  but  the  marUe 
fometimes  relents,  and  trickles  in  a  joke. 

The  fons  of  art  allmed'cines  try'd, 
And  every  noble  remedy  apply *d  ; 

With  emulation  each  eflay'd 

His  utmofl  (kill ;  nay^  more^  they  prayd; 
Was  never  lofing  game  with  better  condu6l  play'd. 

He  had  been  a  little  inclined  to  merriment  before,  upon 
the  prayers  of  a  nation  for  their  dying  fovereign ;  nor  was  he 
ferious  enough  to  keep  Heathen  fables  out  of  his  religion  : 

With  him  the  innumerable  crowd  of  armed  prayers 
Knock'd  at  the  gates  of  Heaven,  and  knock'd  aloud  ; 

Thefirft  rveU-meanuig  rude  petitioners 
All  for  bis  life  aflail'd  the  throne, 

All  would  have  brib'd  the  fkies  by  offering  up  their  own. 

So  great  a  throng  not  Heaven  itfelf  could  bar ; 

'Twas  almoil  borne  by  force  as  in  the  giants  war. 

The  pray'rs,  at  leaft,  foi  bis  reprieve,  were  heard ) 

His  death)  like  Hezckiah's,  was  deferred. 

There  is  throughout  the  compofition  a  defire  of  fplendour 
without  wealth.  In  the  conclufion  he  feems  too  much  pleafed 
with  the  profpef^  of  the  new  reign  to  have  lamented  his  old 
mafter  with  much  fincerity. 

He  did  not  inifcarry  in  this  attempt  for  want  of  (kill  either 
in  lyrick  or  elegiack  poetry*  His  poem  on  the  death  of  Mrs, 
Kilkgrew  is  undoubtedly  the  nobleft  ode  that  our  language 
ever  hn^  produced.  The  firft  part  flows  with  a  torrent  of 
euthufiafin.  ^'  Fervet  immenfufque  ruit/'  All  the  ftanzas 
indeed  are  not  equal.  An  imperial  crown  cannot  be  one 
continued  diamond;  the  gema  muft  be  held  together  by  fome 
lefs  valuable  niatter. 

In  his  firft  ode  for  Cecilia'a  day,  which  is  loft  in  the  fplen* 
dor  of  the  fecoodj  there  are  pafii^es  which  would  have  digni« 
£^  an^  other  poet,    Tk^  firft  fianzn  is  v^;proi|s  aiid  el^n|| 
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diofigh  the  word  diapafon  is  too  technical^  and  the  rhymes  are 
too  remote  from  one  another. 

From  harmony,  from  heavenly  harmony. 

This  univerfal  frame  began ; 
When  Nature  underneath  a  heap  of  jarring  atoms  lay» 

And  could  not  heave  her  head. 
The  tuneful  voice  was  heard  from  high, 

Arife,  ye  more  than  dead. 
Then  cold  and  hot,  and  moift  and  dry. 
In  order  to  their  flations  leap. 

And  muiick's  power  obey* 
From  harmony,  from  heavenly  harmony* 

This  univerfal  frame  began* 

From  harmony  to  harmony 
Through  all  the  compafs  of  the  notes  it  ran, 

The  diapafon  clpfing  full  in  man. 

The  conclufion  is  likewife  ftriking ;  but  it  includes  an  image 
fo  awful  in  itfelf^  that  it  can  owe  litde  to  poetry ;  and  I  could 
wifli  the  antithefis  of  mufick  untuning  had  found  fome  other 
place* 

As  from  the  power  of  facred  lays 

The  fpheres  began  to  move, 
And  fung  the  great  Creator^s  praife 

To  all  the  blefs'd  above : 

So,  when  the  lad  and  dreadful  hour 
This  crumbling  pageant  (hall  devour, 
The  trumpet  (hall  be  heard  on  high, 
The  dead  (hall  live,  the  living  die, 
And  muiick  (hall  untune  the  (ky. 

Of  his  ikill  in  elegy  he  has  given  a  fpecimen  in  his  EleO' 
nora,  of  which  the  following  lines  difcover  their  author : 

Though  all  thcfe  rare  endowments  of  the  mind 
Were  in  a  narrow  fpace  of  life  confin'd> 
The  figure  was  with  full  perfedion  crown'd. 
Though  not  fo  large  an  orb,  as  truly  round ; 
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As  when  in  glory^  throtigh  the  pubtick  place^ 
The  fpoils  of  conquered  nations  were  to  pafa. 
And  but  one  day  for  triumph  was  allo^'d, 
The  conful  was  conftniin'd  hrs  pomp  to  crowd  j 
And  fo  the  fwift  proceflion  hurry'd  on, 
That  all,  tho'  not  diiUn^ly,  might  be  ftiown  ; 
So,  in  the  (Iraiten^d  bounds  of  life  confin'd^ 
She  gave  but  glimpfes  of  her  gloriovs  mind ; 
Ai  d  multitudes  of  virtues  pafs'd  along, 
Each  preifing  foremofl  in  the  mighty  throng. 
Ambitious  to  be  feen,  and  then  make  room 
For  greater  multitudes  that  were  to  come. 
Yet  unemployed  no  minute  flrpp'd  away  ; 
Moments  were  precious  in  fo  fliort  a  ftay* 
The  hade  of  Heaven  to  have  her  was  fo  great. 
That  fome  were  fingle  a6b,  though  each  complete ; 
And  every  a^  flood  ready  to  repeat. 

This  plece^  however^  is  not  without  its  faults :  there  is  fo 
much  likeneis  in  the  ipitial  comparifon,  that  there  is  do 
illuftration.  As  a  king  would  be  lamentod^  Eleonora  waa 
lanieuted : 

As,  when  feme  great  and  gracious  monarch  dies. 
Soft  whifpers,  firA,  and  mournful  murmurs,  rife 
Among  the  fad  attendants;  then  the  found 
Soon  gathers  voice,  and  fpreads  the  news  around. 
Through  town  and  country,  till  the  dreadful  blafl 
Is  blown  to  diftant  colonies  at  lad. 
Who  then,  perhaps,  were  offering  vows  in  vain, 
For  his  long  life,  and  for  his  happy  reign ; 
So  (lowly,  by  degrees,  iinwilling  Fame 
Did  matchleJOi  Eleonora's  fate  proGhtim, 
Till  publick  as  the  lofs  the  news  became* 

This  is  litde  better  than  to  fay  in  praife  of  a  flirub,  that  it 
k  as  green  as  a  tree ;  or  of  a  brook^  that  it  waters  a  garden, 
gs  a  river  waters  a  countiy. 
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Ihjden  eonfefles  that  lie  did  not  know  the  lady  whom  h« 
celebrates :  the  praife  being  therefore  inevitably  general  fixes 
no  impreffion  upon  the  reader^  nor  excites  anj  tendency  to 
love^  nor  much  defice  of  imitation.  Knowledge  of  the 
fabjed  is  to  the  poet  what  durable  materials  are  to  the  archi* 

tea. 

The  Religio  Laid,  which  borrows  its  title  from  the  Reti* 
gio  Medici  of  Browne^  is  almoft  the  only  work  of  Dryden 
which  can  be  confidered  as  a  voluntai^  eifufion:  in  this, 
therefore^  it  might  be  hoped,  that  the  full  effulgence  of  his 
genius  would  be  found.  But  unhappily  the  fubjeft  is  rather 
argumentative  than  poetical ;  he  intended  only  a  fpecimea  of 
metrical  difputation : 

And  this  unpoliHi'd  rugged  vcrfe  I  chofe^ 
As  fitteft  for  difcourfe,  and  nearefl  profe. 

This,  however,  is  a  compofition  of  great  excellence  in  its 
kind,  in  which  the  familiar  is  very  properly  diverfified  with 
the  folemn,  and  the  grave  with  the  humorouH ;  in  which  metre 
has  neither  weakened  the  force,  nor  clouded  the  perfpicuity  of 
argument ;  nor  will  it  be  eafy  to  find  another  example  equally 
happy  of  this  middle  kind  of  writing,  which^  though  profaick 
in  ibme  parts,  rifes  to  high  poetry  in  others^  and  neither  towers 
to  the  fides,  nor  creeps  along  the  ground. 

Of  the  fame  kind,  or  not  far  diftant  from  it,'  is  the  Hind 
and  Panther,  the  longeft  of  all  'DrfA^a  original  poems ; 
an  allegory  intended  to  compnfe  and  to  decide  the  contro« 
verfy  between  the  Homanilts  and  Proteftants.  The  fcheme 
of  the  work  is  injudicious  and  incommodious ;  for  what  can 
be  more  abfurd  than  that  one  beaft  ihould  counfel  another  to 
reft  her  faith  upon  a  pope  and  council  ?  He  feems  well  enough 
fliilled  in  the  ufual  topicks  of  argument,  endeavours  to  fhew 
the  neceffity  of  an  infallible  judge,  and  reproaches  the  Re« 
formers  with  want  of  unity ;  but  is  weak  enough  to  aflc,  why, 
fince  we  fee  without  knowing  how,  we  may  not  have  an  ia* 
fallible  judge  without  knowing  where  f 
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The  Hind  at  one  time  is  afraid  to  drink  at  the  common 
brooks  becaufe  ihe  may  be  worried ;  but,  walking  home  with 
the  Panther,  talks  by  the  way  of  the  Nicene  Fathers,  and  at 
laft  declares  herfelf  to  be  the  Catholick  Church. 

Tbis  abfurdity  was  very  properly  ridiculed  in  the  City 
Moufe  and  Country  Maufe  of  Montague  and  Prior ;  and  in 
the  dete^on  and  cenfure  of  the  incongruity  of  the  fi^on 
chiefly  confiAs  the  value  of  their  performance,  which,  what- 
ever reputation  it  might  obtain  by  the .  help  of  temporary 
paffions,  feems,  to  readers  almoft  a  century  diAant,  not  very 
forcible  or  animated. 

Pope,  whofe  judgment  was  perhaps  a  litde  bribed  by  the 
fubje£^,  ufed  to  mention  tliis  poem  as  the  moft  correS  fped- 
men  of  Dryden's  veriification.  It  was  indeed  written  when 
he  had  completely  formed  his  manner,  and  may  be  fuppofed 
to  exhibit,  negligence  excepted,  his  deliberate  and  ultimate 
fcheme  of  metre. 

We  may  therefore  reafonably  infer,  that  he  did  not  approve 
the  perpetual  uniformity  which  confines  the  fenfe  to  couplets^ 
fince  he  has  broken  his  lines  in  the  initial  paragraph. 

A  milk-white  Hind,  immortal  and  unchanged, 
Fed  on  the  lawns,  and  in  the  forefl  rang'd  ; 
Without  unfpotted,  innocent  within, 
She  fear'd  no  danger^  for  fhe  knew  no  fin. 
Yet  had  (he  oft  been  chac'd  with  horns  and  hounds, 
And  Scythian  fliafts,  and  many  winged  wounds 
Aim'd  at  her  heart ;  was  often  forc'd  to  fly. 
And  doom'd  to  death,  though  fated  not  to  die. 

Thefe  lines  are  lofty,  elegant,  and  muiical,  notwithftanding 
the  interruption  of  the  paufe,  of  which  the  effe^  is  rather  io- 
creafe  of  pleafore  by  variety,  than  offence  by  ruggednefs. 

To  the  fibrft  part  it  was  his  intention,  he  fays,  ^'  to  give  the 
^'  majeftick  turn  of  heroick  poefy ;"  and  perhaps  he  might 
have  executed  his  defign  not  mifuccefsfully,  had  not  an  op- 
portunity of  iatire,  which  he  cannot  forbear,  fallen  foraetimes 
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in  his  way.    The  cfaara3«r  of  a  Prefbyterian^  whofe  emblem 
is  the  Wolff  13  not  very  heroically  majeftick : 

More  haughty  than  the  reft>  the  wolfi(h  race 

Appear  with  belly  gaunt  and  familh'd  face ; 

Never  was  k>  deform'd  a  bead  of  grace. 

His  ragged  tail  betwixt  his  legs  he  wears, 

Clofe  clapp'd  for  ihame ;  but  his  rough  creft  he  rears. 

And  pricks  up  his  predeitioating  ears. 

His  general  chara^er  of  the  other  forts  of  beafts  that  never 
go  to  church,  thoi^b  fprightly  and  keen^  hasj  however^  not 
much  of  heroick  poeiy : 

Thefe  are  the  chief;  to  number  o'er  the  reft, 
And  fland  like  Adam,  naming  every  beafi, 
Were  weary  work  ;  nor  will  the  Mufe  defcribe 
A  (limy-born,  and  fun-begotten  tribe. 
Who,  far  from  fteeples  and  their  facred  found, 
In  fields  their  fullen  conventicles  found. 
Thefe  grofs,  half-animated  lumps  1  leave ; 
Nor  can  I  think  what  thoughts  they  can  conceive ; 
But,  if  they  think  at  all,  'tis  fure  no  higher 
Than  matter,  put  in  motion,  may  afpire ; 
Souls  that  can  fcarce  ferment  their  mafs  of  clay, 
So  drofly,  fo  divifiblo  are  they, 
,    As  would  but  fcTve  pure  bodies  for  allay ; 
Such  fouls  as  ihards  produce,  fuch  beetle  things 
As  only  bux  to  Heaven  with  evening  wings ; 
Strike  in  th^  dark,  offending  but  by  chance  : 
Such  are  the  blindfold  blows  of  igaorance. 
Tbey  know  no  being,  and  but  hate  a  name; 
To  them  the  Hind  and  Panther  are  the  fame* 

One  more  infiance^  and  that  taken  from  the  narrative  part^ 
ivfaere  %le  was  more  in  his  choice^  will  ihew  howfteadily  he 
kept  his  refoltttion  of  heroick  dignity. 

For  when  the  herd,  fuffic'd,  did  late  repair 
To  ferny  heaths  and  to  their  fgreA  laire^ 
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She  made  a  mannerly  excufe  to  ftay, 
Proflfering  the  Hind  to  wait  her  half  the  way ; 
That,  fi nee  the  fky  was  clear,  an  hour  of  talk 
Might  help  her  to  beguile  the  tedious  walk. 
With  much  good-will  the  motion  was  erobrac'd, 
To  chat  awhile  on  their  adventures  paft; 
Nor  had  the  grateful  Hind  fo  foon  forgot 
Her  friend  and  fellow-fufferer  in  the  plot. 
Yet,  wondering  how  of  late  ftie  grew  eilrang'd, 
Her  forehead  cloudy  and  her  countenance  changed. 
She  thought  this  hour  th'  occafion  would  prefent 
To  learn  her  fecret  caufe  of  difcontent, 
Which  well  (he  hop'd  might  be  with  eafe  redrefs'd, 
Confidering  her  a  well-bred  civil  bead. 
And  more  a  gentlewoman  than  the  reft. 
After  fome  common  talk  what  rumours  ran. 
The  lady  of  the  fpotted  muff  began. 

The  fecond  and  third  parts  he  profefl*e8  to  have  reduced 
to  didion  more  familiar  and  more  Aiitable  to  difpute  and  con* 
verfation;  the  difference  is  not^  however^  very  eafily  per^ 
ceived ;  the  firfl  has  familiar^  and  the  two  others  have  fono* 
rous^  lines.  The  original  incongruity  runs  through  the  whole ; 
the  king  is  now  defar,  and  now  the  Lion  ;  and  the  name 
Pan  is  given  to  the  Supreme  Being. 

But  when  this  conftitotional  abfiirdity  is  foi^ven^  the  poem 
muft  be  confeffed  to  be  written  with  great  fmootfaneb  of 
metre,  a  wide  extent  of  knowledge^  and  an  abundant  multi* 
plicity  of  images ;  the  controverfy  is  embelUihed  with  pointed 
fentences^  diverfiiied  by  illuftrations^  and  enlivened  by  (allies 
of  inve£tive.  Some  of  the  fads  to  which  allufions  are  made 
are  now  become  obfcure^  and  perhaps  there  may  be  many 
(adrical  pafiages  little  underftood. 

As  it  was  by  its  mture  a  work  of  defiance^  a  compofitmi 
which  would  naturally  be  examined  with  the  utmoftacrinKMny. 
of  criticifm^  it  was  probably  laboured  with  uncommon  atten* 
tion^  and  there  are^  indeed^  few  negligences  in  the  fubordinate 
parts.    The  original  impropriety,  and  the  fubfequent  unpo* 
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{yidaiity  o£  the  iubjed,  added  to  tbe  ridicnlouibeiB  of^  ita  firft 
elements,  has  funk  it  into  negleS ;  but  it  may  be  ufefuUy  Aa*- 
died>  aa  an  example  of  poetical  ratiocination^  in  which  the 
aigument  fufFers  little  from  the  metre.  '^ 

In  the  poem  on  the  Birth  of  the  Prince  cf  Wales,  nothing 
is  very  remarkable  but  the  exorbitant  adalation,  and  that,  in  ~ 
ienfihility  of  the  precipice  on  which  the  kingp  was  then  -flancU 
ing;  which  tbe  laiweat  appasently  fliared  with  Ihe  reft  of  the 
courtiers.  A  few  months  cured  him  of  controverfy,  difimffinL 
him  from  oourtj  and  made  him  ^ain  a  play^wright  and 
tranflatoT. 

Of  Juvenal  there  had  been  a  tanflation  by  Stapylton,.  and 
another  by  Hdiday ;  neither  of  them  is  very  poetical.  Sta« 
jiyltoa  is  more  finooth.;  and  Holiday's  is  more  efteemed  for 
the  learning  of  his  notes«  A  new  verfion  was  prop<tfed  to  the 
poets  of  that  time^  and  undertaken  by  them-  in  conjun£tion* 
The  main  defign  was  condufbd  by  Dryden^  whofe  reputation 
was  fnch  thai  no  man  waa  unwilling  to  ferve  the  Mufes  under 

The  general  chanfter  of  this  traniktion  will  be  given^  when 
it  ia  faid  to  prefanre  the  wit,,  but  to  want  the  dignity^  of  the 
origitial*  The  peculiaislyi  of  Juvenal  is  a  mixture  of  gaiety 
and  ftatelineis^  of  pointed  fentenoea  and  declamatory  gran«^ 
dtour.  His'pointa  have  not:  been  n^leAed ;  hut  his  grandeur 
none  of  the  band  ieemed  to  confider  a^neoeflary-  to  be  imi^ 
tated,  except  Creech,,  who  undertook  tbe  thirteenth  fatire. 
It  iathcrofore  perhaps  poffiUeto  give  a  better  reprefentation 
of  that  great  iatirift^  even  in  Aofe  parts  wbich  Dryden  bimfelf 
has  tranilated^  fome  paffiiges  excepted^  which  will  never  be- 
excdled. 

With  Juvenal  was  publilhed  Perfius,  tranfltted  wholly  by^ 
Dfjrden.  This  work>  though^  like  all  other  productions  of 
]>ryden^.itniay  have  ihining  parts^  feems  to  have  been  writ* 
ten  merely  for  wages>  in  an  uniform  mediocrity^  without  any^ 
eager  endeavour  after  excelknce^  or  laborious  effort  of -tbe 
Bund* 
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There  wanders  an  opinion  among  the  readers  of  poeCrjr, 
that  one  of  thefe  iatires  is  an  exercife  of  the  fchool.  Dryden 
biyB,  that  he  once  tranflated  it  at  fchool ;  but  not  that  he  pre- 
ienred  or  publiflied  the  juvenile  performance. 

Not  long  afterwards  he  undertook  perhaps  the  moft  arduous 
work  of  its  kind^  a  tranilation  of  Virgil^  for  which  he  had 
fliewn  how  well  he  was  qualified  by  his  verfion  of  the  PoOiOf 
and  two  epifodes^  one  of  Nifus  and  EuryaluSj  the  other  of 
Mezentius  and  Laufus. 

In  the  comparifon  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  the  difcriminati?e 
eicellence  of  Homer  is  elevation  and  comprehenfion  of 
thought,  and  that  of  Virgil  is  grace  and  fplendour  of  di^on. 
The  beauties  of  Homer  are  therefore  difficult  to  be  loft,  and 
thofe  of  Virgil  difficult  to  be  retained.  The  mafly  trunk  of 
fentiment  is  iafe  by  its  folidity,  but  the  bloflbms  of  elocutioQ 
eafily  drop  away^  The  author,  having  the  choice  of  bis  own 
images,  feleSs  thofe  which  he  can  beft  adorn ;  the  tranflator 
muft,  at  all  hazard5,  follow  his  original,  and  express  thoughts 
which  perhaps  he  M'ould  not  have  chofen.  When  to  this 
primaiy  difficulty  is  added  the  mconveiuence  of  a  language  fo 
much  inferior  in  harmony  to  the  Latin,  it  cannot  be  expefiled 
that  they  who  read  the  Geor^cks  and  the  .£neid  ihould  be 
much  delighted  with  any  verfion. 

All  thefe  obfiacles  Dryden  &w,  and  all  thefe  he  determined 
to  encounter.  The  expedation  of  his  work  was  undoubtedly 
great;  the  nation  confidered  its  honour  as  interefted  in  the 
event*  One  gave  him  the  different  editions  of  his  author, 
another  helped  him  in  the  fubordinate  parts.  The  aiguments 
of  the  feveral  books  were  given  him  by  Addifon. 

The  hopes  of  the  public  were  not  difapppinted.  He  pro- 
duced, (ays  Pope,  '*  the  moft  noble  and  fpirited  tranflation 
'^  that  I  know  in  any  language.''  It  certainly  excelled  what- 
ever had  appeared  in  Ei^liQi,  and  appears  to  have  fatisfied 
his  friends,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  to  have  filenced  his  ene- 
mies. Milboume,  indeed,  a  clei^^yman^  attacked  it ;  but  his 
outrages  feem  to  be  the  ebullitions  of  a  mind  agitated  by 
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flfonger  refentment  than  bad  poetry  can  excite^  and  previoufly 
refoived  not  to  be  pleafed. 

His  criticifm  extends  only  to  the  Pre&ce^  Paftorals^  and 
Georgicks ;  and^  as  he  profeffes  to  give  his  antagonift  an  op- 
portunity of  reprifal^  he  has  added  his  own  verfioo  of  the  firft 
and  fourth  Pafionils^  and  the  firft  Georgick.  The  world  has 
forgotten  his  book ;  but>  fince  his  attempt  has  given  him  a 
place  in  literary  hiftory^  I  will  preferve  a  fpecimen  of  his  cri- 
ticifin,  by  inferting  his  remarks  on  the  invocation  before 
the  firil  Geoipck^  and  of  his  poetry^  by  annexing  bis  own 
verfion, 

Ver.  1. 

^'  What  makes  a  plenteous  harveft,  when  to  turn 
^'  The  fruitful  foil,  and  when  to  fow  the  corn. 

^  It's  unlucky,  they  by,  to  Jlumble  at  the  ihreJhoU;  but 
*'  what  has  a  plenteous  harvejl  to  do  here  f  Virgil  would  not 
^'  pretend  to  prefcribe  rules  for  that  which  depends  not  on 
^  the  huJbandmarCs  care^  but  the  difpofition  of  Heaven  alto* 
'*  gether.  Indeed^  the  plenteous  crop  depends  fomewhat  on 
''  the  good  method  of  tillage ;  and  where  the  land's  iU- 
^^  manur'd^  the  com,  without  a  miracle^  can  be  but  indiffe^ 
^'  rent;  but  the  harvejl  may  be  good,  which  is  its  properejl 
''  epithet^  tho'  the  hu/bandmaji's  Jkill  were  never  fo  indiffe^ 
^  rent.  The  nent  fentence  is  too  literal,  and  when  to  plough 
^'  had  been  Virgits  meanings  and  intelligible  to  every  body; 
^^  and  when  to  fow  the  com^  is  a  needlefs  addition.'^ 

Ver.  3. 

^*  The  care  of  fheep,  of  oxen,  and  of  kine, 
**  And  when  to  geld  the  lambs,  and  fiiecr  the  fwinft, 

**  would  as  well  have  fallen  under  the  cura  bourn,  qui 
^  cttltfiM  habendo  Jit  fecori,  as  Mr.  D.'s  deduRion  of  par- 
^^  ticulars." 
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Ver.  5. 

^^  The  birth  9nd  genius  of  the  frugal  bee 
**  I  fingf  MscenaSt  and  I  fing  to  thee. 

^  But  ivhere  Si  eiptrientia  ever  figaify  bhih  andgmmaf 
"  or  what  ground  was  there  for  fuch  %  j^^  in  this  place  i 
^  flow  much  more  manly  is  Mr.  Ogylby*8  tpvrfioo^ 

**  What  makes  rich  grounds^  in  what  celeftial  (igns, 
''  'Tis  good  to  plough,  and  marry  elms  with  vines ; 
**  What  beil  fits  cattle,  what  with  (beep  agrees, 
**  And  feveral  arts  improving  frugal  bees ; 
^*  I  fing,  Maecenas^ 

^'  Which  four  lines^  the'  ftulty  enough^  are  yet  much  mort 
^'  to  the  purpofe  thau  Mr.  D's  {vl/* 

Ver.  %^. 
^*  From  fields  and  mountains  to  my  fong  repair. 


€€ 


Forpatrium  limquem  nemui,faltt^(p»e  Lyan-^Verj  wdl 
exptained  !*' 

Ver.  23,  24. 

<*  Inventor  Pallas,  of  the  fattening  oii, 

**  Thou  founder  of  the  plough,  9nd  ploughmanVi  toil ! 


''  Written  as  if  theft  had  been  Pallais  invention/*  Th$ 
'^  plottghmans  toits  impertinent. 

Ver.  25. 
"  '■  The  (hroud-like  cyprefs— ^ 

"  Why  JkroudMke  ?  Is  a  cyprefs,  pulled  up  by  the  wo/«, 
^^  which  the  Jhulpture  in  the  lajl  Eclogue  fills  Sihanuis 
'^  hand  with,  fo  very  like  a  Jhroud  f  Or  did  not  Mr.  D. 
"  think  of  that  kind  of  cypreji  os'd  often  for  Jcarvei  mid 
^'  lmtband$  at  fonerais  formerly^  or  for  widovdz  vaib,  8cc.  i 
''  if  foj  'twas  a  deep,  good  thought/^ 
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Vcr.26. 

*«  . -! That  wear 

**  The  rey^l  honours,  and  increafe  the  year. 

'  What's  meant  by  increajtng  the  year?  Did  the  g^ds  or 
*'  goddejii  ^dd  more  months  or  d(^,  or  heurs,  to  it  f  Or 
''  how  can  arra  <tifn  fignify  to  irear  mm/  honours?  Is  this 
^'  to  tranflate,  or  i»6i{/e  an  author  9  The  next  coypkt  \a  bor- 
^^  rowed  from  Ogylby^  I  fuppofe^  bec^tule  Ufi  to  thcpurpofe- 
f*  atom  ardinary."* 

Ver.  33. 
^  The  patron  of  the  world,  and  Ronae's  peculinr  guard, 

f'  Idle,  and  none  of  VirgiTs^  no  more  than  the  fenfe  of  the 
^'  precedent  couplet ;  fo  again>  be  interpolates  Virgil  with 
^*  that  and  the  round  circle  of  the  year  to  guide  powerful 
^  of  hlefjling%yt»hich  thou  jlrevf ft  around  \  a  ridiculous  Laft4 
^  tUfm,  «i|d  an  impertinent  addition ;  indeed  the  whole  pt^ 
^*  riod  is  but  one  piece  of  abfurdity  and  nenfeiffe,  as  thofe 
''  who  lay  it  with  the  original  mufi  find/' 

Ver.  4%  43. 

*'  And  Neptuue  ihall  refign  the  fafces  of  the  ffi^« 

^  Was  be  conful  or  diSator  there  ? 

'^  And  watry  virgins  for  thy  bed  (hall  ftrive. 
^  Both  ahftiid  ^M/erpoia^iojis.'' 

Ver.  47,  48. 

**  Where  in  the  void  of  Heaven  a  place  is  free. 
**  Ah  happy  D n,  were  that  place  ybr  thee  ! 

**  But  where  |s  that  poid?  Or,  what  4k>es  our  tran/tator 
^  mean  by  k  ?  He  knows  what  Ovid  fays  God  did  to  |»pe« 
*'  vent  £ich  a  tHmif  m  Heaven;  perhaps  this  wm  dien  for- 
'^  jotten :  but  Virgil  tall^s  more  fenfibly,** 
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Ver.  49. 
^^  The  fcorpion  ready  to  receive  thy  laws, 

^'  Noj  he  would  uot  then  have  gotten  out  of  his  way  fo 

Ver.  56. 
*^  Though  Proferpinc  affeds  her  fiieut  feat. 

What  made  her  then  fo  angry  with  Afcalaphus,  for  pre- 
venting her  return  ?  She  was  now  mus*d  to  Patience  under 

*^  the  determinations  of  Fate,  rather  than  fofid  of  her  reji^ 

«  dence." 

Ver.  61,62,63. 

"  Pity  the  poet's  and  the  ploughman's  cares, 
**  Intereft  thy  greatnefs  in  our  mean  affairs, 
**  And  ufc  thyfelf  betimes  to  hear  our  prayers. 

"  Which  is  fuch  a  wretched  perverjion  of  Virgils  noble 
^'  thought  as  Vicars  would  have  blufhed  at;  but  Mr« 
''  Ogylby  makes  us  fome  amends  by  his  better  lines: 

"  O  whercfoe'er  thou  art,  from  thence  incline, 
*J  And  grant  afTiflance  to  my  bold  defign ! 
"  Pity,  with  me,  poor  hufbandmen's  aflkirs, 
**  And  now,  as  if  tranflated,  hear  our  prayers. 

''  This  is  fenfe,  and  to  ihepurpofe ;  the  other,  poor  miftaken 

Such  were  the  ftriSures  of  Milboume,  who  found  few 
abettors,  and  of  whom  it  may  be  reafonably  imagined,  that 
many  who  favoured  his  defign  were  aihamed  of  his  info- 
lence. 

When  admiration  had  fubfided,  the  tranflation  was  more 
cooUy  examined,  and  found,  like  all  others,  to  be  fometimes 
erroneous,  and  fometimes  licentious.  Thofe  who  could  find 
&ultS|  thought  they  could  avoid  them ;  and  Dr.  Brady  at- 
tempted in  blank  verfe  a  tFanflation  of  the  ^oeid,  whipb^ 
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\riieB  dngged  into  the  worlds  did  not  live  long  enough  to  cry.  • 
I  have  never  feen  it ;  but  that  fuch  a  verfion  there  is^  or  hat 
been,  perhaps  fome  old  catalogue  informed  me. 

With  not  much  better  fucce&>  Trapp,  vrhen  his  Tragedy  • 
and  bis  PreleSions  had  given  him  reputation,  attempted  ano- 
ther blank  verfion  of  the  £neid ;  to  which,  notwithftanding 
the  flight  rq;ard  with  which  it  was  treated,  he  bad  afterwan!s 
perfeverance  enough  to  add  the  Eclogues  and  Georgicks** 
His  book  may  continue  in  exiftence  as  long  as  it  is  the  clan- 
deftine  refuge  of  fchoot-boys. 

Since  the  Englifli  ear  has  been  accuftomed  to  the  melli- 
fluence of  Pope*s  numbers,  and  the  di&ion  of  poetiy  has  be* 
come  more  fplendid,  new  attempts  have  been  made  to  tran£* 
late  Vicgil :  and  all  his  works  have  been  attempted  by  men 
better  qualified  to  contend  with  Dryden*  I  will  not  engage 
myfelf  in  an  invidious  comparifon,  by  oppofing  one  paflage 
to  another ;  a  work  of  which  there  would  be  no  end,  and 
which  might  be  often  offeiifive  without  ufe* 

It  is  not  by  comparing  line  with  lin^  that  the  merit  of  great 
works  is  to  be  eftimated,  but  by  their  general  effeds  and  ul- 
timate refiilt.  It  is  eafy  to  note  a  weak  line,  and  write  one 
more  vigorous  in  its  place ;  to  find  a  happinefs  of  expreffion 
in  the  original,  and  tranfplant  it  by  force  into  the  verfion : 
but  what  is  given  to  the  parts  may  be  fubduded  fix>m  the 
whole,  and  the  reader  may  be  weary,  though  the  critick  may 
commend.  Works  of  imagination  excel  by  their  allurement 
and  delight ;  by  their  power  of  attrafiing  and  detaining  the 
attention.  That  book  is  good  in  vain,  which  the  reader 
throws  away.  He  only  is  the  matter,  who  keeps  the  mind  in 
pleafing  captivity ;  whofe  pages  are  perufied  with  eagemefs, 
and  in  hope  of  new  pleafure  are  perufed  again ;  and  whole 
conclufion  is  perceived  with  an  ^e  of  forrow,  fuch  as  the 
traveller  cafts  upon  departing  day. 

By  his  proportion  of  this  predomination  I  will  confent  that 
Dryden  fliould  be  tried :  of  this,  which,  in  oppofitipn  to  rea- 
fon,  makes  Ariofto  the  darling  Und  the  pride  of  Italy ;  of 
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this,  which,  in  defiance  of  cntidfm,  continues  Sbdcfpearis 

the  Ibvereign  of  the  drama. 

His  laft  work  was  his  Fables,  m  which  he  gave  us  tkeirft 
example  of  a  mode  of  writing  which  the  Italians  call  refac* 
cimentOf  a  renovation  of  antient  writers,    by  modernizing 
their  language.    Thwe  the  old  poem  of  Boiardo  has  baen 
newlydreffed  by    Domenichi  and  Berni.     The  wbrks    of 
Chaucer,  upon  which  this  kind  of  reJMvencfccnce  has  been 
beftowcd  by  Dryden,  require  littie  criticifm.    The  tale  of 
the  Cock  feems  hardly  worth  revival ;  and  the  ftory  of  Po- 
lamoH  and  Jrrite,  containing  an  aaioQ  unfuitaUe  to  the  times 
in  «  hich  it  is  placed,  can  hardly  be  fuffered  to  pafs  widx>u« 
oenfure  of  the  hyperbolical  commendation  which  Dryden  has 
given  it  in  the  general  Prefiice,  and  u»  a  poetical  Dedication^ 
a  piece  where  his  original  fondnefc  of  remote  conceits  feeme 

to  have  revived. 

Of  the  three  pieces  borrowed  from  Boccace,  Stgffmunda 
may  be  defended  by  the  celebrity  of  the  ftory.  Tke^^dore 
and  Honoria,  though  it  contains  not  much  morale  yet  af- 
forded opportunities  of  ftriking  defcription.  And  Cymon 
was  formerly  a  tale  of  fiich  reputation,  that  at  the  revival  of 
letters  it  was  tranilated  into  Latin  by  one  of  the  Benoakk. 

Whatever  fubje£b  employed  his  pen  he  was  ftill  improving 
our  meafurcs,  and  embellifliing  our  language. 

In  this  volume  are  interfperfed  foroe  {hort  original  poems, 
which,  with  his  prologties,  epil<^es^  and  fongs,  may  be 
comprifed  in  Congreve's  remark,  that  even  thofe,  if  he  had 
wriuen  nothing  elfe,  woidd  have  entitled  him  to  the  praife  of 
excellence  in  his  kind. 

One  compofition  nuift  however  be  diftinguiihed.  The  o«fo 
for  St.  Cecilia  s  Day,  perhaps  the  laft  effort  of  his  poetry, 
has  been  always  confidered  as  exhibiting  the  higheft  flight  of 
fancy,  and  the  exaaeft  nicety  of  art.  This  is  allowed  to 
ftand  without  a  rival.  If  indeed  there  is  any  excellence  be- 
yond it,  in  feme  other  of  Uryden  s  works  that  excellence 
teuft.be  foundi    Compared  widi  the  ode  on  Killigrew,  il 
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TtUij  Imi  pronouQCi^  perh^  foperior  in  the  whole^  but  with*, 
out  any  (ingle  pert  equal  to  the  firft  ftanza  of  tbe  othei\ 

It  is  iaid  to  have  coft  Dryden  a  fortnight's  labour;  but.  it 
does  not  want  its  negligences ;  fome  of  the  lines  are  without 
correfpbndent  rhymes;  adefe&j  which  I  never  dete£led  but 
after  an  ac^piauitance  of  nuuiy  years^  and  whith  the  entbu* 
iiafm  of  the  writer  might  hinder  him  from  perceiving. 

His  hft  ftanxa  has  lefs  emotion  than  the  former;  but  it  is 
not  lels  elegant  in  the  di^on.  The  co|iclufion  is  vicious  | 
the  mufick  of  Timoiheus,  which  raifed  a  mortal  to  thejHet^ 
had  only  a  metaphorical  power ;  that  of  CecUiay  which  drem 
en  ar^el  down,  had  a  realeffeS :  the  crown  therefore  could 
Bot  reafonabiy  be  divided. 

In  a  general  furvey  of  Dryden^s  labours^  he  appears  to 
have  a  miad  rery  compreheniive  by  nature,  and  much  en*- 
riched  with  acquired  knowledge.  His  compofitions  are  th^ 
effects  of  a  vigorous  genius  operating  upon  krge  materiab. 

The  power  that  predominated  in  his  inteltedual  operations 
was  rather  ftrong  reafon  than.cpiick  fenfibility.  Upon  all  oc* 
caiions  that  were  prefented,  he  iiudied  rather  than  felt^  and 
produced  fentiments  not  fiieh  as  nature  enforces*  but  medi* 
tation  fopplics.  With  the  iimple  and  elemental  paffions^  as 
they  fpring  feparate  in  the  miod>  he  feems  not  much  ac- 
quainted ;  and  feldoiia  defcribes  them  but  as  they  are  compli- 
cated by  the  various  relations  ol  fociety,  and  confufi^l  in  the 
tumults  and  agitations  of  life. 

What  he  fiiys  of  Love  may  contribute  to  the  eipknation  of 
Uschosafter^ 

Love  various  minds  does  varioufly  infpire : 
Tt  Airs  in  gentle  bofoikis  gentle  fire. 
Like  that  of  incenfe  on  the  altar  laid  ; 
But  raging  flames  tenpeiiuoas  fouls  invade ; 
A  fire  which  every  windy  paiTion  blows. 
With  pride  it  mounts,  or  with  revenge  it  glows* 

Diyden's  was  not  one  of  the  gentk  bofoms ;  Love,  as  it 
Ibbfifts  in  ttfelf,  with  no  tendency  but  to  t^  perfon  lovtdj 
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nd  irifliing  only  fcM*  coitefpondent  kindnefs;  fiich  Love  as. 
ihuts  out  all  other  intereftj  the  Love  of  the  Golden  Age,  waS' 
too  Toft  and  fubtle  to  put  his  faculties  in  motion.  He  hardly 
conceived  it  but  in  its  turbulent  eiFervefcence  with  fome  other  • 
de6res;  when  it  was  enflamed  by  rivalry^  or  obftrudedby* 
difficulties ;  viheo  it  invigorated  ambition^  or  eiu^eratedie- 
venge. 

He  is  therefore^  with  all  his  .variety  of  excellence,  not 
often  pathetick  (  and  bad  fo  little  fenfibility  of  the  power  of 
effufions  purely  natural^  thai  he  did  not  efteem  them  in  others* 
Simplicity  gave  him  no  pleafure  ;  and  for  the  firft  part  of  his 
life  he  looked  on  Otway  with  contempt,  though  at  laft,  in* 
deed  very  late,  he  confeffed  that  in  his  play  ^A^rewas  No* 
tute,  which  is  the  chief  beauty. 

We  do' not  always  know  oar  own  motives.  I  am  not  cer« 
tain  whether  it  was  not  rather  the  difficulty  which  he  found  in 
exhibiting  the  genuine  operations  of  the  heart,  than  a  fervile 
fubmiffion  to  au  injudicious  audience,  that  filled  his  plays 
with  falfe  mlignificence.  It  was  neceffary  to  fix  attention ; 
and  the  mind  can  be  captivated  only  by  recollection,  or  by 
curiofity ;  by  reviving  natural  fe&tinients,  or  impreffing  new 
appearances  of  things;  fentences  were  readier  at  his  call  than 
images;  he  could  more  eafily  fill  the  ear  with  fplendid  no* 
velty,  than  awaken  thofe  ideas  that  flumber  in  the  heart. 
' '  The  favourite  exerdfe  of  bis  mind  was  ratiocination;  and> 
that  argument  might  not  be  too  ibon  at  an  end,  be  delighted 
to  talk  of  hberty  and  neceffity,  deftiny  and  contingence ;  theie 
he  difcuffes  in  the  language  of  the  fchool  with  fo  much  pro* 
fundity,  that  the  terms  which  he  ufes  are  not  always  under* 
fiood.     It  is  indeed  learning,  but  leamii^  out  of  place* 

When  once  he  had  engaged  hirafelf  in  difputation,  thoughts 
flowed  in  on  either  fide :  he  ni'as  now  no  longer  at «  lofs ;  he 
had  always  objections  and  folutions  at  command ;  '^  verbaque 
provifam  rem" — gave  him  matter  for  his  verfe,  and  he  finds 
without  difficulty  verfe  for  his  matter. 

Xu  Comedy^  for  which  he  profefies  himfelf  not  naturaUf 
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4|ualified^  the  mirth  which  be  excites  will  perhaps  not  be  found 
Co  much  to  arife  from  any  original  humour,  or  pecuharity  of 
chara3er  nictly  diftinguiflied  and  diligently  purfued^  as  frooi 
incidents  and  circumflances,  artifices  and  furprizes ;  from  jefts 
of  a6iion  rather  than  of  fentimentf  What  he  had  of  humor* 
ous  or  paflioiiatey  he  feems  to  have  bad  not  from  nature^  but 
from  other  poets ;  if  not  always  as  a  plagiary,  at  leaft  as  aa 
imitator. 

Next  to  argument,  his  delight  was  in  wild  and  daring  bU 
lies  of  fentiment,  in  the  irregularn  and  eccentrick  violence  of 
wit.  He  delighted  to  tread  upon  the  briiik  pf  meaning, 
where  light  and  d^rknels  begin  to  ipinjjle ;  ^o  approach  the 
precipice  of  abfurdity,  and  hover  over  the  abyfs  of  unideal  va« 
cancy*  This  iqclinatioo  fometimes  produced  nonfepfe^  whicli 
be  knew;  as^ 

Move  fwiftly.  Sun,  and  fly  a  lover's  pace. 
Leave  weeks  and  months  behind  ibee  in  thy  |%ce« 

Afnamel  flies 
To  guard  tbee  from  the  demons  of  the  air; 
My  flaming  fword  above  them  to  difplay, 
All  keen,  and  grgupd  upon  the  edge  of  d^y» 

And  fometimes  it  ifTued  iq  abfi|r(|itie$,  of  ^hich  perhm  bt 
was  not  conf<:ious ; 

Then  we  upon  our  Orb*S  laft  verge  fhall  go, 

And  fee  the  ocean  leaning  on  the  flcy ; 
From  thence  our  rolling  neighbours  we' (hall  knoW| 

And  on  the  lunar  world  fecurely  pry. 

Tbefe  lines  have  no  meaning ;  but  mar  we  not  fay.  in  tipy- 
fatioQ  of  Cowley  on  another  book, 

Tis  (b  like fe^f^  'twill  fervc  the  tnrn  as.  well  f 

This  endeavour  after  the  grand  and  the  new  produced 
ooany  fentiments  either  great  or  bulkyj  aiul  nuuv  imtgea  ei* 
tber  juft  or  fplendid ; 
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I  am  as  free  as  Nature  firft  made  maiii 
Ere  the  bafe  laws  of  fervitude  b'^gan. 
When  wild  iu  woods  the  noble  favage  ran, 

— 'Tis  but  bccaufe  the  Living  death  ne'er  knew, 
They  fear  to  prove  it  as  a  thing  that's  new ; 
Let  me  th'  experiment  before  you  try, 
ril  ibew  you  firft  how  eafy  'tis  to  die, 

«-*-There  with  a  forcfl  of  their  darts  he  flrove^ 
And  ilood  like  Capaneus  defying  Jove, 
With  his  broad  fword  the  boldeft  beating  down, 
While  Fate  grew  pale  left  hefhould  win  the  town. 
And  turn'd  the  iron  leaves  of  his  dark  book 
To  make  new  dooms,  or  mend  what  it  miftook* 

— >I  beg  no  pity  for  this  mouldering  clay  ; 

For  if  you  give  it  burial,  there  it  takes 

Pufleffion  of  your  earth ; 

If  burnt,  and  fcatter^d  in  the  air,  the  winds 

That  ftrew  my  duft  diffufe  my  royalty. 

And  fpread  roc  o'er  your  clime,  for  where  one  atom 

Of  mine  ihall  light,  know  there  Sebaftian  reigns. 

Of  thefe  quotations  the  two  firft  may  be  allowed  to  be  greats 
the  two  latter  only  tumid. 

Of  fuch  feIe£Uon  there  is  no  eud.  I  will  add  only  a  few 
more  pafls^es ;  of  which  the  firft^  though  it  may  perhaps  be 
quite  clear  iaprofej  is  not  too  obfcure  for  poetry^  lui  the 
meaning  that  it  has  is  noble ; 

No)  there  is  a  neceffity  in  Fate, 
Why  ftiil  the  brave  bold  man  is  fortunate  ; 
He  keeps  his  objed  ever  full  in  fight ; 
And  that  affurance  holds  him  firm  and  right; 
True,  'tis  a  narrow  way  that  leads  to  blifs,  -% 

But  right  before  there  is  no  precipice ;  C 

'.-  •    .Fear  makes  men  look  afide,  ^nd  fo  their  footing  mifs.  j 
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Of  the  images  which  the  two  FoHowiog  citadont  aiFord,  thte 
firft  is  elegant,  the  fecood  magnificsnt ;  wbtlher  either  b# 
juft,  let  the  reader  judge: 

What  precious  drops  are  tbefct 
Which  fileiitly  each  other's  track  purfue. 
Bright  as  youog  diamuuds  in  their  infant  dew  ? 

— — — Relign  your  cafile— 
— Enter,  brave  Sir;  for,  when  you  fpcak  the  word, 
The  gates  fliall  open  of  their  own  accord  ; 
Tlie  genius  of  the  place  iis  Lord  (hall  meet. 
And  bow  its  towery  forehead  at  your  feet. 

-  Thefe  burfts  of  extravagance  Dryden  calls  the  '^  Dalilahs'' 
of  the  Theatre ;  and  owns  that  many  noify  lines  of  Maximin 
and  Almanzor  call  out  for  vengeance  upon  him ;  "  but  t 
f*  knew^**  fays  he,  '^that  tbey  were  bad  enough  |o  pleafe^ 
''  even  when  I  wrote  them."  There  is  furely  reafon  to  fuf- 
pe&  that  be  pleafed  himfelf  as  well  as  his  audience ;  and  that 
thefe,  like  the  harlots  of  other  nien>  had  his  love,  though 
not  his  approbation.' 

He  had  fomettmes  faults  of  a  led  generous  and  fplendid 
kind.  He  makes^  Irke  almoft  all  other  poets,  very  frequent 
ufe  of  mythology,  and  fometimes  conneSs  religion  and  fable 
toodofely  without  diftindion. 

He  defcends  to  difplay  his  knowledge  with  pcdantick  often* 
tation;  as  when,  in  tranflating  Virgil,  he  fays,  '*  tack  to  the 
*'  larboard'* — and  *'  veer  ftarboard  \*  and  talks  in  another 
Work,  of  *'  virtue  fpooning  before  the  wind/'— »His  vanity  now 
and  then  betrays  his  ignorance ; 

They  Nature's  Hing  through  Nature's  opticks  view'd  % 
Rcvers'd,  they  vi«w'd  him  ieflen'd  to  their  eyes*" 

He  had  heard  of  reverfing  a  telefcope,  aad  unluckily  reveHSea 
the  obje3. 
He  ia  fometimes  unexpe&dly  mean*    When  b^  defcribea 
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the  Supreme  Being  as  moved  by  prayer  to  ftop  the  Fire  of 
'  London^  what  U  his  expreffion  i 

A  hollow  cryilal  pyramid  he  takes^ 

In  firmamcntal  waters  dipped  above. 
Of  this  a  broad  extingui/her  he  makes, 

And  Aoodt  the  flames  that  to  their  quarry  firove. 

When  he  defcribes  the  Laft  Dayj  and  the  decifiipc  tribunalt 
be  intermingles  this  image : 

When  rattling  bones  together  fly. 
From  the  four  quarters  of  the  flcy. 

It  was  indeed  never  in  his  power  to  refift  the  temptation  o^ 
a  jeft.    In  his  Elegy  on  Cromwell : 

No  fooncr  was  the  Frenchman's  caufe  embme'd, 
Than  the  iighi  Moitfiitur  the  grace  Dam  outweighM ; 
His  fortune  turn'd  the  fcale   ■  ■     ■» 

He  had  a  vanity,  unworthy  of  his  aUlities,  to  ihew>  as  may 
be  fufpe£ted,  the  rank  of  the  company  with  whom  he  livedo 
by  the  ufe  of  French  words^  which  had  then  crept  into  eon* 
verfation ;  fuch  ^fraickcur  for  coolnefs,  fougue  for  turbu^ 
lence,  and  a  few  niore^  none  of  which  the  language  has  in* 
corporated  or  retained.  They  continue  only  where  they 
ftood  firft,  perpetual  warnings  to  future  innovators, 

Thefe  are  his  faults  of  affedation ;  his  faults  of  negligence 
are  beyond  recital.  Such  is  the  unevenneis  of  bis  compo* 
(itions,  that  ten  lines  are  feldom  foimd  together  without  fome* 
thing  of  uhich  the  reader  is  afliamed.  Dryden  was  no  rigid 
judge  of  his  own  pages  ;  he  feldom  ftruggled  after  fupreme 
excellence,  but  fnatched  in  hafte  what  was  within  his  reach  ; 
and  when  he  could  content  othersj  was  himfelf  contented. 
He  did  not  keep  prefent  to  bis  mind  an  idea  of  pure  perfec* 
tion ;  nor  compare  his  works^  fuch  as  they  were,  with  what 
"Ibey  might  be  made.    He  knew  to  whom  he  ihould  be  op* 
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pofed/  He  bad  more  mufick  thin  WMer,  more  vigour  than 
l>enham>  and  more  miture  than  Cowley ;  and  from  bis  cob« 
temporaries  be  was  in  no  danger.  Standing  therefore  in  the 
hi^heli  phice>  be  had  no  care  to  rife  by  contending  with  him* 
fdf;  but,  while  there  was  no  name  above  his  own^  was  wil- 
ling to  enjoy  fame  on  the  eafieft  terms. 

He  was  no  lover  of  labour.  What  he  thought  fiifficientj 
he  did  not  flop  to  make  better ;  and  allowed  himfelf  to  leave 
many  parts  uufiniihed^  in  confidence  that  the  good  lines  would 
overbalance  the  bad.  What  he  had  once  M'ritten^  he  dif* 
miffed  from  his  thoughts ;  and  I  believe  there  is  no  example 
to  be  found  of  any  corredion  or  improvement  made  by  him 
after  publication.  The  haftinefs  of  his  produdions  might  be 
the  eSe€t  of  neceffity ;  but  his  fubfequent  negled  could  hardly 
have  any  other  caufe  than  impatience  of  ftudy. 
*  What  can  be  fiiid  of  his  verfification  will  be  little  more  than 
a  dilatation  of  the  praife  given  it  by  Pope  : 

Waller  was  fmooth  ;  but  Dryden  taught  to  join 
The  varying  verfc,  the  full  refounding  line. 
The  long  majeAic  march,  and  energy  divine. 

Some  improvements  had  been  already  made  in  EngUfh 
numbers ;  but  the  full  force  of  our  language  was  not  yet^t; 
die  verfe  that  was  finooth  was  commonly  feeble.  If  Cowley 
had  fometimeri  a  finiflied  line,  he  had  it  by  chance.  Dryden 
knew  how  to  chufe  the  flowing  and  the  fonorous  words  ^  to 
vary  the  paufes^  and  adjuft  the  accents ;  to  diverfify  the  ca- 
dence, and  yet  preferve  the  fmoothnels  of  his  metre. 

Of  Triplets  and  Alexandrines,  though  he  did  uot  introduce 
the  ufe,  he  eftabliihed  it«  The  Triplet  has  long  fubfifted 
among  us.  Dryden  feems  not  to  have  traced  it  hi^er  than 
to  Chapman's  Homer ;  but  it  is  to  be  found  in  Phaer's  Vir- 
gil^ written  in  the  reign  of  Mary  ;  and  in  Hall's  Satires^  pub* 
hUnd&fe  yeva  before  the  death  of  Elizabeths 
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The  Alexandrine  wm^  I  bdieve,  iirft  iifed  by  Spenfer,  for 
the  ikke  of  dofuig  bis  ftanza  widi  a  fuUer  foand.  We  had  a 
longer  meafure  of  fourteen  fyUables^  into  which  the  JEneid 
waa  tranflated  by  Phaer«  and  other  works  of  the  antients  by 
other  writers  \  of  which  Chapman's  Iliad  was^  I  believe^  the 
laft. 

The  two  firft  lines  of  Pfaaer's  third  JEneid  will  exemplify 
this  meafure : 

When  Afia's  (bite  was  overthrown,  and  Priam's  kingdom  fioot, . 
All  guiltlef^y  by  the  power  of  gods  above  was  rooted  out. 

As  thefe  lines  had  their  break,  or  cafura,  always  at  the 
eighth  (yllable,  it  was  thought,  in  time,  commodious  to  divide 
them:  and  quatrains  of  lines,  altetnately,  confining  of  eight 
and  fo  fyllables,  make  the  moft  (oft  and  pleafiiig  of  our  ly« 
rick  meafures ;  as, 

Eelentlefs  Time,  dcftroyiiig  power, 

Which  ftone  and  brals  obey, 
Who  giv'ft  to  ev'ry  flying  hour 

To  work  fume  new  decay. 

In  the  Alexandrine,  when  its  power  was  «ince  fel^  fotae 
poems,  as  Drayton's  Polyolbion,  were  wholly  written;  aad 
fometimes  the  meafures  of  twelve  and  fourteen  fyllables  were 
interchanged  with  one  another.  Cowley  was  the  firft  that  in<» 
ferted  the  Alexandrine  at  pleafure  amodg  the  heit>ick  Ihies  of 
ten  fyUahles>  and  irom  him  Dryden  profeflea  to  have  adopted 

it. 

The  Triplet  and  Alexandrine  are  not  univerfally  approved. 

Swift  always  cenfured  them,  and  wrote  fome  lines  to  ridicule 

them.     In  examining  tlieir  propriety,  it  is  to  be  confidered 

that  the  effence  of  verfe  is  regularity,  and  its  ornament  is  va. 

riety.    To  write  verfe,  is  lo  difpofe  fyllables  wxai  founds  har^ 

monically  by  fome  known  and  fetded  rule;  a  rala  however 
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lax  enough  to  fiibftitute  fimilitude  for  identity^  to  admit  change 
without  breach  of  order,  and  to  relieve  the  ear  without  dif* 
appointing  it.  Thus  a  Latin  hexameter  is  formed  from  dac* 
tyls  and  fpondees  differently  combined ;  the  Enghih  heroick 
admits  of  acute  or  grave  fyllables  varioufly  difpofed.  Tbo 
Latin  never  deviates  into  feven  feet^  or  exceeds  the  number 
of  feventeen  fyllables  ;  but  the  Engliih  Alexandrine  breaks 
the  lawful  bounds^  and  furprifes  the  reader  with  two  fyllables 
more  than  he  expelled. 

The  effeft  of  the  Triplet  is  the  fame  ;  the  ear  has  been 
accuftomed  to  exped  a  new  rhyme  in  every  coaplet ;  but  is 
oo  a  (udden  furprifed  with  three  rhymes  together,  to  which 
the  reader  could  not  accommodate  his  voice^  did  he  not  ob« 
tain  notice  of  the  change  from  the  braces  of  the  margins* 
Surely  there  is  fomething  unikilful  in  the  oeceflity  of  fuch  me- 
chanical direction. 

Coafidering  the  metrical  art  fimply  as  a  fcience,  and  confe- 
quently  excluding  all  cafualty^  we  muft  allow  that  Triplets 
and  Alexandrines^  inferted  by  caprice^  are  interruptions  of 
that  conftancy  to  which  icience  a4>ires.  And  though  the 
i^ariety  which  they  produce  may  very  jufily  be  defired,  yet^  tOr 
make  poetry  exMiBt,  there  ought  to  be  fome  ftated  mode  of 
admitting  them. 

But  till  fome  fuch  regulation  can  be  formed^  I  wiihthem 
ftill  to  be  retained  in  their  prefent  ftate.  They  are  ibmetimet 
conveaient  to  tli£  poet.  Fentou  was  of  opinion^  that  Dry^^ 
den  was  too  liberal,  and  Pope  too  fparing,  in  their  ufe^ 

The  rhymes  of  Dryden  are  comaionly  ytSi,  aud  he  valued 
himfelf  for  his  readinefs  in  finding  them ;  but  he  is  fometimes 
open  to  objefition. 

It  is  the  common  pra£iice  of  our  poets  to  end  the  feconcl 
line  with  a  weak  or  grave  fyllable : 

Together  o^er  the  Alps  methinks  we  fly, 
FiUM  with  ideas  of  fair  Italy. 

Pryden  fometimes  puts  the  weak  rhyme  in  tfM  ftrft  : 
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Laugh  all  the  powers  that  favour  tyranny. 
And  all  the  (landing  army  of  the  iky. 

Sometimes  he  concludes  a  period  or  paragraph  with  the 
firft  line  of  a  couplet^  which^  though  the  French  feem  to  do 
it  withotit  irregularity^  alw  ays  difpleafes  in  l^nglifii  poetry. 

The  Alexandrine^  though  much  his  favourite,  is  not  al* 
Mrays  very  diligently  fabricated  by  him.  It  invariably  requires 
a  break  at  the  fixth  fyllable;  a  rule  which  the  modern  French 
poets  never  violate^  but  which  Dryden  fometimes  uegleAed : 

And  with  paternal  thunder  vindicates  his  throne. 

Of  Dryden's  works  it  was  faid  by  Pope^  that  he  ''  could 
"  (eleSt  from  them  better  fpecimens  of  every  mode  of  poetry 
^  than  any  other  Engliih  writer  could  fupply."  Perhaps  no 
nation  ever  produced  a  writer  that  enriched  his  language  with 
fuch  a  variety  of  models.  To  him  we  owe  the  improvement, 
perhaps  the  completion  of  our  metre,  the  refinement  of  our 
language,  and  much  of  the  corre&nefs  of  our  fentiments. 
By  him  we  were  taught  *'  fapere  and  fari,"  to  think  naturally 
and  ex prefs  forcibly.  Though  Davies  has  reafoned  in  rhyme 
before  him,  it  may  be  perhaps  maintained  that  he  was  the 
firft  who  joined  argument  with  poetry.  He  ihewed  us  the 
true  bounds  of  a  tranflater*8  liberty*  What  was  faid  of  Rome, 
lidomed  by  Auguftus,  may  be  applied  by  an  eafy  metaphor  to 
£ng1i(h  poetry  embelli(hed  by  Dryden,  *'  lateritiam  invenit, 
**  marmoream  reiiqiut."  He  found  it  brick,  and  he  left  it 
marble. 

The  invocation  before  the  Georgicks  is  here  inferted  from 
Mr.  Milboume's  verfion^  that,  according  to  his  out)  propo* 
jifd  *,  his  verfes  may  be  compared  with  thofe  which  h«  ten* 
fures. 

*  It  is  Uvglitblc  enoDgh  to  read  John  Danton's  appreciation  of  Milboome't 
poetical  taleiiU:  **  Moft  oUier  perfedkins,  are  fo  far  from  matching  hit,  they 
deferve  not  to  l>e  mention'd.  His  traftflMtimn  are  fine,  and  true ;  bis  preach« 
ing  fnhlime.  and  raUonaJ}  oad  lie's  %  fir^raU  poet  !^  Doaton't  Life  tad 
£norH  4&Ci  p*  46Jt    *• 
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^Vhat  makes  the  richeft  tifth^  beneath  what  (igQS 

To  ploughf  and  when  to  match  your  eltiu  and  vines; 

What  care  with^oci^^,  and  what  with  kcrdi  agrees. 

And  all  the  management  of  frugal  bees; 

I  Hng,  Maecenas!  Yc  immcnfcly  clear, 

Vaft  orbs  of  light,  which  guide  the  rolling  year  : 

Bacckutf  and  mother  Ceres,  if  by  you 

We  fattening  corn  for  hungry  mq/t  purfue, 

If,  taught  by  you,  we  find  the  clujer  preft. 

And  tkin  cMJireams  vthh  fprightfyjvice  refrefht  i 

YefawnSf  the  prefcnt  nttmens  of  the  field. 

Wood  nymphs  and  fawns,  your  kind  affiftance  yield; 

Your  gifts  I  fing :  and  thou,  at  whofe  fear'd  llroko 

From  reuding  earth  the  fiery  cour/er  broke, 

GresLt  Neptune,  O  aflfift  my  artful  fong  ! 

And  thou  to  whom  the  woods  and  groves  belong, 

Whofe  fnowy  heifers  on  her  £ow'ry  plains 

In  mighty  herds  the  Ctean  J/U  maintains  ! 

Pan,  happy  fliepherd,  if  thy  cares  divine, 

E'er  to  improve  thy  Metnalus  incline. 

Leave  thy  Lycccan  wood  and  native  grave, 

And  with  thy  lucky  fmiles  our  work  approve; 

Be  Pallas  too,  fweet  oil's  inventor,  kind ; 

And  he  who  firA  the  crooked  plough  defign'd, 

Syhanus,  god  of  all  the  woods,  appear, 

Whofe  hands  a  new- drawn  tender  cyprefs  bear  I 

Ye  gods  and  gpdd^es,  who  e'er  with  love 

Would  guard  our  paftures  and  our  fields  improve; 

Ye,  who  new  plants  from  unknown  lands  fupply. 

And  with  condenfing  clouds  obfcure  the  ficy. 

And  drop  them  foftly  thence  in  fruitful  ihowers; 

Affid  my  enterprize  ye  gentle  powers ! 

And  thou,  great  Caefar !  though  we  know  not  yet 
Among  what  gods  thou'lt  ^\  thy  lofty  feat; 
Whether  thou'lt  be  the  kind  tutelar  god 
Of  thy  own  Bxme,  or  with  thy  awful  nod 
Guide  the  vaft  world,  while  thy  great  hand  (hall  bear 
The  fruits  and  feafons  of  the  turning  year. 
And  thy  bright  brows  thy  mother's  myrtles  wear ; 
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Whether  thoult  all  the  boundlefs  ocean  fwftjr^ 

And  fea-mcn  only  to  thyfelf  fliall  pray ;  ^ 

TAuUy  the  faireft  ifland,  kneel  to  thee, 

Andy  that  thou  may'il  her  fon  by  marriage  iMf, 

Tetkys  will  for  the  happy  purchafe  yield 

To  make  a  dowry  of  her  wat'ry  field  : 

Whether  thou'lt  add  to  Heaven  a  brighter  Jign^ 

And  o'er  xYiQfmmier  months  ferenely  (hine ; 

Where  between  Cancer  and  Erigone^ 

There  yet  remains  a  fpacious  room  for  thee  ; 

Where  the  hot  Scorpion  too  his  arm  declines, 

And  more  to  thee  than  half  his  arch  refigns ; 

Whate'er  thou'lt  be  ;  for  fure  the  realms  below 

No  juft  pretence  to  thy  command  can  (how  i 

No  fuch  ambition  fways  thy  vail  defires. 

Though  Greece  her  own  Elyfiam  Fields  admires. 

And  now,  at  lad,  contented  Proftrpine 

Can  all  her  mother's  earned  prayers  decline* 

Whate'er  thou'lt  be,  O  guide  our  gentle  courfc ; 

And  with  thy  fmiles  our  bold  attempts  enforce ; 

With  me  th'  unknowing  ntjiicks'  wants  relieve, 

And,  though  on  earth,  our  facred  vows  receive ! 

Mr.  DRY  DEN,  having  received  from  Rymer  bk  Re* 
marka  on  the  Tragedies  of  the  laft  Jge,  wrote  obfervations 
on  the  blank  leaves ;  which,  having  been  in  the  pofleffion  of 
Mr.  Garrick,  are  by  his  favour  communicated  to  the  piiblick^ 
diat  DO  particle  of  Dryden  may  be  loft. 

"  That  we  may  leiii  wonder  why  pity  and  terror  are  not 
''  DOW  the  only  fprings  on  which  our  tragedies  move^  and  that 
^'  Shakfpeare  may  be  more  excufed,  Kapin  confefles  that 
'^  the  French  tragedies  now  all  run  on  the  iendre ;  and  gives 
'*  the  reafon,  becaufe  love  is  the  paffion  which  moft  predo* 
**  minates  in  our  fouls,  and  that  theirefore  the  paffions  repre« 
*'  fented  become  infipid,  unlefs  they  are  conformable  to  the 
^  thoughts  of  the  audience.  But  it  is  to  be  concluded,  that 
^  this  paflion  works  not  now  amongft  the  French  fo  ftrongly 
^  as  the  other  two  did  amongft  the  antients.    Amongft  us^ 


^  'trkd  li«fefrftn>iq;er  genius  for  wnting,  the  operations  from 
''  the  writiiig  are  oiiicb  ftrooger ;  for  tlie  raifing  of  Shak- 
''  fpe^re  a  |isffioiia  »  more  from  the  excellency  of  the  worda 
^*  and  thoughts^  than  the  juftnels  of  the  occafion ;  and^  if  he 
'^  has  been  able  to  pick  lii^le  occafions^  be  has  never  fomided 
'*  the  whole  reaf'jnabiy :  yet^  by  the  geniiis  of  poetry  in 
^  writing,  he  has  fucceeded* 

**  Rapin  attributes  more  to  the  diSiOf  that  is^  to  the  words 
^  and  diibottrfe  of  a  tragedy^  than  Ariftotle  has  done^  Mho 
"  places  them  in  the  laft  rank  of  beauties ;  perhaps/  only 
'*  laft  in  order,  becaufe  they  are  the  laft  produft  of  the  de« 
^  fign,  of  the  difpo6tion  or  conne^on  of  its  parts ;  of  the 
**  charafiers^  of  die  manners  of  thofe  cbara^rs,  and  of  the 
'^  thoughts  proceeding  from  thofe  manners.  Rapin's  words 
^'  are  remarkable :  ^Hs  not  the  admirable  intrigue,  the  fur- 
^  prifing  events,  and  extraordinary  incidents,  that  make  the 
*'  beauty  of  a  tragedy :  'tis  the  difcourfes,  when  they  are  na* 
*'  tural  andpajSonate:  fo  are  Shakfpeare's. 

^'  The  parts  of  a  poem,  tragick  or  heroick^  arCj 
«'  1.  The  fable  itfelf. 

''  %.  The  order  or  manner  of- its  contrivance^  in  rdation 
^  of  the  parts  lo  the  whole. 

''  3.  The  manners,  or  decency,  of  the  characters,  in  fpeak* 
'*  ing  or  a6ling  what  is  pr<^>er  for  them,  and  proper  to  b# 
^  flwwB  by  the  poet. 

**  4*  The  thoughts  which  ezprefs  the  manners. 
^*  5.  The  words  which  exprefs  thofe  thoughts. 
"  In  the  laft  of  thefe  Homer  excels  Virgil ;  Virgil  all  the 
^  other  antient  poets ;  and  Shakfpeare  all  modern  poets. 

^'  For  the  fecond  of  thefe,  the  order:  the  meanmg  is,  that 
^  a  faUe  ought  to  have  a  beginning,  middle,  and  an  end^  all 
^*  juft  and  natural;  fo  that  that  part,  e.  g.  which  is  in  the 
'*  middle,  could  not  naturally  be  the  beginning  or  end,  and 
^  fo  of  the  reft :  all  depend  on  one  another,  like  the  links  of 
^  a  curious  chain.  If  terror  and  pity  are  only  to  be  raifed^ 
f  certainly  this  author  follows  Arifiotle'a  rules,  and  Sopho^ 
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*^  cW.  and  Euripides'  eninple;  but  joy  maj  be  rai/ed  ioo^ 
and  that  doubly>  either  bj  feeing  a  wicked  maa  puoiihedj 
Of  a  good  roan  at  laft  fortunate ;  or  pefhaps  indignation^  to 
fee  wickednefs  profperou8,  and  goodnefc  depreffed :  both 
thefe  may  be  profitable  to  the  end  of  a  tn^edy,  reformat 
'*  tion  of  .manners;  but  the  laft  improperly,  only  as  it  begets 
pity  in  the  audience ;  though  Ariftotle,  1  confels^  places 
tragedies  of  this  kind  in  the  fecond  form. 
*^  He  who  undertakes  to  anfwer  this  excellent  critique  of 
*^  Mr.  Rymer,  in  behalf  of  our  Englifli  poets  againft  the 
**  Greek,  ought  to  do  it  in  this  manner :  either  by  yielding 
''  to  him  the  greateft  part  of  what  he  contends  for,  which 
**  confifts  in  this,  that  the  pii/dor ,  t.  e.  the  defiga  and  conduft 
''  of  it,  is  n(iore  conducing  in  the  Greeks  to  thofe  ends  of  tra« 
^'  gedy,  which  Ariftotle  and  he  propofe>  namely,  to  caufe 
**  terrour  and  pity ;  yet  the  granting  this  does  not  fet  the 
*'  Greeks  above  the  Engliih  poets. 

''  But  the  anfwerer  ought  to  prove  two  things :  firft,  that 
'^  the  fable  is  not  the  greateft  mafter-piece  of  a  tragedy^ 
'^  though  it  be  the  foundation  of  it. 

**  Secondly,  that  other  ends  as  fuitable  to  the  nature  of 
**  tragedy  may  be  found  in  the  Englifii^  which  were  not  in 
'^  the  Greek. 

^'  Ariftotle  places  the  fable  firft ;  not  quoad  dignitattm, 
'*  fi^  quoad  fundamentum  :  for  a  fable,  never  fo  movingly 
'^  contrived  to  thofe  ends  of  bis,  pity  and  terrour,  will  ope- 
^'  rate  nothing  on  our  affe^ons,  except  the  charaders^  man- 
**  ners,  thoughts,  and  words,  are  fuitable. 

'^  So  that  it  remains  for  Mr.  Rymer  to  prove,  that  in  all 
^'  thofe,  or  the  greateft  part  of  them,  we  are  inferior  to  So* 
'^  phocles  and  Euripides;  and  this  he  has  offered  9t,  m 
^'  fome  meafure ;  but,  I  think,  a  little  partially  to  the  an* 
♦*  cients. 

**  For  the  fable  itfelf»  'tis  in  the  Englifli  more  adorned 
^  with  epifodes,  and  larger  than  in  the  Greek  poets ;  confe- 
''  quently  more  divertii^.    For,  if  the  adion  be  but  onc^ 
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^'  and  that  plain,  widioat  «d j  cixuiteftuni  of  defign  or  epi- 
'^  lode,  f.  e.  mderplot,  howcan  it  be fi> pleafing  asth^Ei^-k 
'*  lifli,  whidh  have  both  imderirfot  asd  a  tiirned  defign,  which 
''  kee|«  the  audicMioe  in  ezpe3ation  of  the  cataftrophel 
'*  whereaa  in  the  Greek  poete  we  iee  through  ib»  niiok  do« 
^  fignatfirfL 

For  the  chara^rs,  thej  are  neither  (o  inanjr  nor  ib  iva- 
^'  rioiia  in  Sophocles  and  Eniipides,  as  in  Shaic%eaiie  and 
*^  JFletcher ;  ody  they  are  more  adapted  to  thofe  endsof  tra* 
'^  gedy  which  Ariftode  commends  to  us,  pity  and  terrour. 

'*  The  mamiers  flow  from  the  charafiiers,  and  confeqaentl^ 
^  mnft  partake  of  their  advantages  and  difiMlvantages. 

''  The  thoughts  and  words,  whidi  are  the  fourth  and  fiflii 
^  bennlies  of  tragedy,  are  oertainl;  more  aoUe  and  mora 
^'  poetical  in  the  Englifli  than  in  the  Greek,  which  niaft  b^ 
^  proved  by  comparing  them  IbmewhatnEiore  equiftahly  tha^ 
^  Mr.  ftjnner  has  done. 

'^  AAcr  aH,  we  need  not  yield  that  the  Engliih  way  is  lels 
^  oondndng  to  move  pity  and  terrour,  becaiife  thiey  ofteii 
^  (hew  viitae  oppreffed  and  vice  punilhed;  where  they  do 
^  not  both,  or  either,  they  are  not  to  be  defended. 

''  And  if  we  ihould  grant  that  the  Oraeln  perfomwd  Hm 
^'  'better,  perhi^  it  may  admit  of  difpute,  whether  pity  and 
''  terrour  are  either  the  prime,  or  at  lenft  the  only  ends  of 

wugeey* 

*'^  Tb  not  enou|^  that  Ariftolie  had  iiidfo;  far  Anftotl^ 
^  drew  tismodds  of  tragecfy  from  Sophocles  and  fiuripidesf^ 
^  and  if  he  had  leeii  ours,  nii|^  have  changed  his  mind. 
^  Andchiefly  we  havetoiay^  (what  I  hinted  on  fkf  and  ter* 
'^  rour,  in  the  laft  paragraph  iave  one),  that  the  punifliment 
^  of  vice  and  •reward  of  virtue  are  the  moft  adequlite  ends  of 
^  nragedy,  becairfe  moft  conducing  to  good  example  of  life* 
^  Now,  pity  is  not  fe  eafily  raifed  for  a  criarinal  (and  thean** 
^  cient  tragedy  always  reprefents  its  chief  perfon  fuch)  as  it> 
^  is  for  an  nmocent  aoan ;  and  the  fufferiiig  of  inuoeence  ai^d 
^  pmiidiment  of  the  ^etfeuder  is  of  the  nature  of  EngUb  tm- 
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^  g^7  *  coDtrarily,  in  the  Greek,  innocence  is  unhappj  o& 
^  ten,  and  the  o&nder  efcapes.  Then  we  are  not  tonchect 
**  with  the  fufferings  of  any  fort  of  men  fo  much  as  of  lovers ; 
^'  and  this  was  idmoft  unknown  to  the  ancients :  fo  that  they 
^'  neither  adminiflered  poetical  juftice,  of  which  Mr.  Rymer 
^  boafts,  fo  well  as  we ;  neither  knew  they  the  beft  common- 
^  place  of  pity,  which  is  love* 

^  He  therefore  ui^ufily  Uames  ns  for  not  bnilding  on 
''  what  the  ancients  left  us ;  for  it  teems,  upon  confideration 
''  of  the  premifes,  that  we  have  wholly  finiflied  what  they  be- 
^  gan. 

*^  My  judgment  on  tliis  piece  is  this :  that  it  is  extremely 
'^learned,  but  that  the  author  of  it  is  better  read  in  the 
^'  Greek  than  in  the  Engliih  poets ;  that  all  writers  ongU  to 
'^  fludy  doB  critique,  as  the  beft  account  I  have  ever  fees  of 
''  the  ancients ;  that  the  model  of  tragedy,  he  has  here  given, 
^^  is  excellent,  and  extremely  correal ;  but  that  it  is  not  tha 
^  oidy  modd  of  all  tragedy,  becaufe  it  is  too  much  idrcum- 
^  fciibed  in  plot,  chara^rs,  &c.  and,  laiUy,  that  we  may 
*^  be  taught  here  juftly  to  admire  and  imitate  the  ancients> 
^'  without  giving  them  the  preference  with  thb  author,  in 
*'  prejudice  to  our  own  country. 

"  Want  of  method  in  this  excellent  treatife  makes  the 
'^  thoughts  of  the  author  fometimea  obfcure. 

'^  His  meaning,  that  pity  and  terrour  are  to'be  moved,  is, 
^  that  they  are  to  be  moved  as  the  nicaos  conducing  to  the 
^'  ends  of  tragedy,  which  are  pleafure  and  infiru^on. 

''•  And  thefe  two  ends  may  be  thus  diftinguiflied.  The 
•^  chief  end  of  the  poet  is  to  pleafe ;  for  bis  immediate  repu^ 
^  tatiou  depends  on  it. 

'^  Tlie  great  end  of  the  poem  is  to  inftiiid,  which  is  pei^ 
.^  formed  by  making  pleafure  tlie  vehicle  of  that  inftru&ion ; 
.^  for,  poefy  is  an  art,  aud  all  arts  are  made  to  profit.  Rtf^ 
*•  fin. 

<<  llie  pity,  wliich  the  poet  is  to  labour  for^  is  for  the 
"  •criminal^  not  for  thofe  or  him  whom  he  has  murderedj  or 
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*'  who  tiave  been  the  occafioh  of  the  trs^edy.  The  terrour 
''  IS  iikewife  in  the  punifltment  of  the  fame  criminal ;  who^  if 
^'  he  be  reprefented  too  great  iifi  offender^  will  not  be  pi- 
'^  tied ;  if  altogether  innocent^  his  puniihment  will  be  unjuft. 
**  Another  obicurity  is^  where  he  fays^  Sophocles  perfefled 
''  tragedy  by  introducing  the  third  afior:  thut  is^  he  meant 
**  three  kindii  of  a£lion  ;  one  company  (inging^  or  fpeaking  | 
^^  another  playing  on  the  mufick  ;  a  third  dancing. 

''  To  make  a  true  judgment  in  this  competition  betwixt 
**  the  Greek  poets  and  the  Engli(b>  in  tragedy : 

"  Confider^  firft^  how  Ariftotle  has  defined  a  tragedy.  Se-> 
^'  Gondly^  what  he  aflBgtis  the  end  of  it  to  be.  Thirdly^  what 
**  he  thinks  tiie  beautied  of  it.  Fourthly^  the  means  to  at* 
tain  the  end  propofed/  • 

Compare  the  Greek  atid  Elnglidi  tragick  jtoets  juiUyj  and 
^  without  partiality^  according  to  thofe  rules. 

Then>  fecondly,  confider  whether  Ariftotle  has  made  a 
^'  juft  definition  of  tri^edy ;  of  its  parts>  of  its  ends^  and  of 
''  its  beauties ;  and  whether  he^  having  not  feen  any  others 
''  but  thofe  of  Sophocles^  Euripides^  &c.  had  or  truly  could 
**  determine  M'hat  all  the  excellencies  of  tn^edy  are>  and 
**  wherein  they  confift. 

*'  Next^  fbew  in  what  ancient  tragedy  was  deficient :  for 
'^  example^  in  the  narrownefs  of  its  plots^  and  fewnefi  of 
''  perfons ;  and  try  whether  that  be  not  a  fault  in  the  Ghreek 
''poets ;  and  whether  their  excellency  was  fo  greats  when 
''  the  Tariety  was  vifibly  fo  littk ;  or  whether  what  they  did 
*  was  not  very  eafy  to  do. 

^  Then  make  a  judgment  on  what  the  iBnglifli  have  added 
*'  to  their  beauties :  as;  for  example>  not  only  more  plot^ 
''  but  alfo  new  paiBons ;  as^  namely^  that  of  love^  fcarcely 
"  touched  on  by  the  ancients,  except  in  this  otie  example  of 
''  Phaedra,  cited  i>\  Mr.  Rymer ;  and  in  that  how  ikort  they 
•^  were  of  Fl-^t^her  I 

''  Prove  alfo  that  love,  being  an  heroick  paflion,  is  fit  for 
''  tragedy,  which  cannot  be  denied^  beedufe  of  the  example 
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"  aDi^  of  Pluedre;  mA  bow  fiw  SlHkfpan  Insoatdow 

'^  To  icCnm  to  the  b<iftiiwiiig  of  this  caf  wy ;  cottfidor  tf 
'^  ffeTf  aad  tenow  be  caoiig^  for  tnige4 j  to  Moie :  and  1  be*- 
^  lieve,  vpoo  a  Inie  ikfioitaiOB  of  tr^ged  v^  it  will  be  foond 
^  tbat  its  woffk  esteedi  lartber,  and  ifaat  k  b  to  fcforai  nam- 
^  sera,  bj  a  deUgbtfol  reyrefcatatioa  of  buoiaa  bfe  m  great 
*'  perfoos,  bj  my  erf  dialogiie.  If  tbis  be  Ime,  ibca  not 
^  only  pky  and  teifoar  are  to  be  moved,  as  the  only  means 
^'  to  bring  us  4o  wtve,  but  generally  love  lo  virlae,  and  ha* 
''  Ired  to  vke^  by  ihewtqg  the  rewardi  of  on^  and  {HunOH 
'^  ments  <rf  the  other;  at  leaft,  by  lenderiag  tirtue  alwys 
^:^  amiabky  thomh  k  be  Aiewn  aiifertHnale  4  andncetbtaAa* 
^'  ble,  though  it  be  fliewn  triumphadL 

''  Iff  then»  the  encomtgeaittt  of  viitne  and  difeoanige*^ 
'^  ment  of  vice  be  the  proper  ends  of  poetry  in  tragedy,  pity 
'^  and  terrour,  thoiigh  good  means,  nte  not  the  only.  For  aD 
'^  the  paffion^  in  their  tums^  are  to  be  fel  in  a  femfent;  ^ 
"  joy,  anger,  k)ve,  fear,  are  to  be  ided  as  the  poet  s  com* 
^  raott-^jdaoes;  •and  a  genend  conremnent  for  the  principal 
^  aAors-is  to  be  raifisd,  hy  mating  them  npposr  fadi  in  their 
^'  charaderSf  their  words,  and  a^cHis^  as  vrill  tnteieft  the 
'^  audience  in  their  fortunes. 

''  And  if,  after  all,  in  a  laiger  fenfe,  ^ty  comprehends 
^^  tbis  colicemtnent  for  the  good,  and  terroar  includes  de- , 
*^  teftation  for  the  bad,  then  let  us  oonfider  whether  the 
^  Eogltfli  have  not  anAvered  Ibis  end  of  tragedy  as  well  as 
^'  the  ancients,  or  perhaps  better* 

"  And  here  Mr.  Rymer  s  olge£tioti9  againft  thefe  playa 
^^  are  to  be  impartially  weighed,  that  we  may  fee  whether 
*'  they  are  of  weight  enough  to  turn  the  balance  againft  out 
<f  countrymen. 
''  Tis  evident  thofe  plays,  which  he  anVigns,  have  moved 
both  thofe  paflions  in  a  high  degree  upon  the  ftage. 
^'  To  give  the  gloiy  of  this  away  from  the  poet,  and  to 
place  it  upon  the^Aors,  foems  uiguft* 
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**  Oni^raifiMi  if,  becaufe  ivlHilever  a6kara  diey  Iwre  fotmAf 
^  the  event  ha8  been  the  iatnt ;  that  is,  die  fiuae  pnffions 
^  have  been  alun^  oMYed ;  whick  fliews  that  there  is  fome- 
^  Iking  of  foroe  and  meiit  in  the  fiatys  tkemMvea^conAiciiig 
^  to  the  4efign  of  mfing  thefe  two  pMam :  and  fiifipofe 
^  them  efer  to  have  been  eaceUentl]^  afiled^  yac  aftios  qdIj 
'^  adds  grace,  vigour,  and  more  life,  upon  the  fh^ ;  but 
*'  cannot  give  it  wholly  whereit  is  not&ft.  But,  iecondly, 
''  I  dare  appeal  to  thofe  who  have  never  feen  them  aded,  if 
''  they  faoEve  sot  found  thefe  two  paffiotts  moved  within  them; 
^  and  if  the  general  voice  will  carry  it,  Mr.  Rymer  s  peeju* 
^  dice  will  take  off  Us  fin^  teftimony. 

"  This,  being  matter  of  feft,  isreaibndUy  to  be  eAnbli(h<^ 
*'  ed  by  this  appeal ;  as,  if  one  man  iiys  it  is  night,  when 
"  the  reft  of  the  worU  coaolade  it  to  be  day,  there  needs  no 
^  ferther  aignment  againA  faim,  that  it  is  fo* 

'^  If  he  vxgB,  Ihnt  (he  feneral  lafte  is  depraved,  his  avgu* 
^'  mcDts  to  proive  (hsican  at  heft  but  evince  that  oar  poets 
^  took  not  the  foeft  way  to  nife  thofe  poffions ;  but  expe* 

TieDoe  proves  aguaft  Um,   that  thofe  means  whidi  they 

have  ofed,  have  been  fiwcefeful,  and  have  produced  them. 

"  And  one  reafon  of  that  fiiocds  is,  in  my  opinion,  this ; 
''  that  Sfaak4>eare  and  Fletcher  have  written  to  the  genius  of 
^'  AewgR  and  nation  in  which  they  lived ;  for  though  nature, 
''  as  he  oige^,  is  die  fame  in  aU  i^aoes,  and  reafen  too  the 
'^  feme;  yet  thedimate,  the  age,  the  difpofition  of  the  peo* 
'^  pie,  to  whom  a  poet  writes,  may  be  fo  different,  that 
''  what  pleafed  die  Greeks  would  not  fetiafy  an  Enghfli  au« 
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'^  And  if  they  proceed  upon  a  foundation  of  truer  reafon 
'^  to  pleafe  the  Athenians,  than  Shakfpeare  and  Fletcher  to 
*^  pleafe  the  Englifli,  it  only  ihews  that  the  Athenians  were 
^  a  more  judicious  people ;  but  the  poet's  bufineft  as  oer« 
''  tainly  to  pleafe  the  audience. 

'^  Whether  our  EngliAi  audience  have  been  pleafed  hi* 
^  tberto  with  acoros,  as  he  calls  it,  or  with  bread,  is  t)ie 
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**  next  <|tiefiion;  that  is,  whether  the  means  wfa]biSh^k«« 
"  fpeaae  and  Fletcher  have  ufed,  in  their  friays,  to  raife 
**  tbofe  paflions  before  nanied,  be  better  apfjfied  to  the  ends 
^  bj  the  Greek  poets  than  by  them.  And  perhaps  we  fliaU 
^  not  grant  him  this  wholly :  let  it  be  yielded  that  a  writer 
<*  is  not  to  run  down  with  the  ftream^  or  to  pleafe  the  people 
^  by  their  ufual  methods,  but  rather  to  reform  their  judg* 
^'  ments,  it  ftill  remains  to  prove  that  our  theatre  needs  this 
^  total  reformation. 

'^  The  fiiults^  which  he  has  foond  in  their  defign  are  ra* 
'^  ther  wittily  aggravated  in  many  places  than  reafonably 
^'  urged ;  and  as  much  may  be  returned  on  the  Greeks  by 
^  one  who  were  as  witty  as  himfelf. 

*'  They  deftroy  not,  if  they  are  granted^  the  foiitidation  of 
*^  the  fabrick ;  only  take  away  from  the  beauty  of  the  fym- 
''  metry ;  for  example,  the  faults  in  the  charader  of  the  King, 
''  in  King  and  No-king,  are  not,  as  he  calls  them,  fuch  as 
''  render  him  deteftablc^  but  only  imperfedions  which  ac- 
**  company  human  nature,  and  are  for  the  moft  part  excufed 
^  by  the  violence  of  his  love;  fo  that  they  deftroy  not  our 
''  pity  or  concernment  for  him :  this  anfwer  may  be  applied 
^  to  moft  of  his  obje^ons  of  that  kind. 

<'  And  RoUo  committing  many  murders,  when  he  is  an« 
''  fwerable  but  for  one,  is  too  feverely  arraigned  by  him ; 
*^  for,  it  adds  to  our  horror  and  deteftation  of  the  criminal ; 
«<  ind  poetic  juitice  is  not  uegleSed  neither ;  for  we  ftab  him 
^  in  our  minds  for  every  offeiKe  which  he  commits ;  and  the 
^'  point,  which  the  poet  b  to  gain  on  the  audience,  is  not  U\ 
*^  much  in  the  death  of  an  offender  as  the  raifing  au  horror  of 
**  his  crimes, 

'*  That  the  criminal  fliould  neither  be  wholly  guilty,  nor 
"  wholly  innocent,  but  fo  participating  of  both  as  to  move 
*'  both  pity  and  terror,  is  certainly  a  good  rule,  but  not  per- 
*^  petually  to  be  obferved ;  for,  that  were  to  make  all  trage- 
'*  dies  too  much  alike  \  which  obje6Uon  he  forefaw,  but  has 
**  not  folly  aufwered. 
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^'  To  condade^  therefore ;  if  the  plays  of  the  ancients 
are  more  corre£lly  plotted^  ours  are  more  beautifully  writ- 
ten. And^  if  we  can  raife  paffions  as  high  on  worfe  foun- 
*'  dations^  it  fliews  our  genius  in  tragedy  is  greater ;  for  in  all 
^'  other  parts  of  it  the  Eng^fli  have  manifefily  excelled 
''  them.'* 


^■rtki 


Thb  original  of  the  following  letter  is  preferved  in  the  Li- 
brary at  Lambeth  *^  and  was  kindly'imparted  to  the  publick 
by  the  reverend  Dr.  Vyfe  t. 


*  In  the  fame  library  is  a  nanufcrlpt  copy  of  Drjden^s  liac-TUckMe, 
which  bos  been  collated  for  the  prefent  edition  of  his  poems.    T. 

f  With  this  incomparebie  produdion*  as  Mr.  Malone  has  jufcly  remarked* 
Johnfon's  ezqoiiite  parallel  of  Dryden  and  Fope»  in  the,  life  of  the  kltec 
poetf  ihoold  be  read  \  in  which  "  the  fupeiiority  of  genias,  that  power  which 
conftitutes  a  poet ;  that  quality  without  which  judgment  is  cold  and  know* 
ledge  is  inert ;  that  energy  which  colleds»  combines,  amplifies*  and  animates;'* 
My  "  with  fome  hcfitation/'  attriboted  to  Dryden. 

"  lie  profefled  to  have  learned  his  poetry  from  Dryden«  whom«  whenevet 
an  opportunity  was  preCented,  he  prailed  through  his  whole  life  with  onTaried 
Uberality  ;  and  perhaps  his  character  may  receive  fome  iUuftration,  if  he  be 
compared  with  his  madcr. 

"  Integrity  of  nndcrfiandiiig  and  nicety  of  dircemment  were  not  allotted  in 
a  less  proportion  to  Dryden  than  to  Pope.  The  rectitude  of  Dryden's  mind 
was  fufficiently  ibewn  by  the  difnnffion  of  his  poetical  prejudicest  and  the  t^ 
jedian  of  unnatoral  thoogbts  and  rugged  numbers.  But  Dry<|en  never  d^ 
fired  to  apply  all  the  judgement  that  he  had.  He  wrote,  and  |i|rofefled  t^ 
write*  merely  for  the* people^  and  when  be  pleafed  others,  he  contented hiuH 
felf.  He  fpent  no  time  in  finiggles  to  rouCe  latent  powers  i  he  never  attempted 
to  make  that  better  which  was  already  good,  nor  oflen  to  mend  what  he  miU| 
have  known  to  be  faulty.  He  wrote,  as  ho  tells  us,  with  very  little  confida*^ 
ration ;  when  eccafion  or  neceifity  called  upon  him,  he  poured  out  what  tha 
prefent  moment  happened  to  fupply,  and,  when  once  it  had  pafied  the  prefix 
eje^d  it  from  hb  mind;  for*  when  he  had  no  pecuniary  interafi,  he  had  no 
further  folicitade* 

**  Pope  was  not  content  to  fatisfy  ;  he  de6red  .to  excel,  and  therefore  al- 
ways endeavoured  to  do  his  belt  \  he  did  not  court  the  candour,  but  dared 
the  judgement  of  his  reader,  anda  eype^ogno  indulgence  liom  others,  h# 
Aewed  none  to.  hiiafelt    Ue  exvniued  liucs  ^,iid  words  with  quoiUe  an4 
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Copj  of  m  ^a^ml  Letter  Cram  Jaha  Dryden,  VAy,  to  hit 

font  in  haly,  from  a  MS.  in  die  Lftmbetk  libnury^ 

nndooil  No.  9^  p-  58. 

(Supetferibed) 

^'  Al  illiiftrillinio  Sig>« 

^'  Carlo  Dryden  Cainariere 

''  d'Honore  A.SJS. 

^'  In  Roma. 
^'  Fimica  per  Manloua. 

«•  Septthe3d.oiirftyle« 

^'  Dear  Sons, 
'*  Being  now  at  Sir  William  Bowyer*s  In  the  country,  L 
*'  cannot  write  at  lai^e,  becaufe  I  find  myfelffomewhat  indif- 

^nAiliooi  obfamrtion,  woA  Mtooehed  eveiy  part  with  indefaligablfi  dllli 
genoe,  till  he  had  left  witliing  to  be  f<irghreiu 

**  Forthisreafonbe^ept  hie  pieoes  very  long  in  hU  haDd«,  while  he  oeiifi* 
dered  and  reeoBfidered  them.  The  only  peeai  which  can  be  fuppofied  to 
have  been  written  with  faoh  regard  to  the  time*  as  might  haften  their  pnblicaf 
tion,  were  the  fatircsol  ^Thirty^csght ;"  of  which  Dodiley  told  me  that  they 
were  branght  to  him  by  the  enthor,  that  they  night  be  fairly  copied.  *'  Al- 
noft  every  Kne/'  he  fatd,  ««  was  then  wntten  twice  over ;  I  gave  him  a  clean 
tranfcript,  which  he  font  fome  time  afterwards  to  me  for  the  prels,  with  al* 
moil  every  line  written  twice  over  a  fecond  time." 

*•  His  declaratiaD,  that  his  care  for  his  works  cealbd  at  their  pablicatirm, 
was  not  ftridly  tnie.  ills  parental  attentionnever  abandoned  them :  what  he 
immd  amifs  in  the  firft  edition,  he  filently  ooneded  in  thofe  that  followed. 
Heaopears  fa  have  revifed  the  **  Diad/'  and  freed  it  from  2bme  of  its  imper. 
le6Uons ;  and  the  '*  £flay  on  •■Criddfm"  received  many  improvements  after 
its  firft  appearance.  It  will  feldom  be  found  that  he  altered  witbont  adding 
eleameCs,  elegance,  orvigour.^  Popehadperhapstiiejndgemcut  of  Dryden; 
hot  Dryden  certainly  wanted  the  diligence  of  Pope* 

« In  acquired  knowledge*  the  fupeiiority  muft  be  allowed  to  Dryden* 
who(e<ednoatioD  was  more  fcholaftic,  and  who  before  he  became  an  author 
had  been  allowed  more  time  for  ftndy,  with  better  means  of  information.  His 
mhid  'has  a  larger  range,  and  he  collet  his  iauges  and  illaftrallons  from  a 
more  extenfive  circumference  of  fcicnce.  Dryden-  knew  more  of  man  in  hit 
general  nature,  and  Pope  in  liis  local  manners.  The  notions  of  Diyden  wero 
foiaad  by  compteheniive  fpecalation,  and  thofe  of  P<^  by  minute  attention. 
There  is  note  diguty  in  the  knowledge  of  DiydeOv  and  nare  certainty  in  that 
•fPopo. 
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^  pofed  with  ft  cold^  tnd  am  thick  of  heaariiig^  ndier  worfe 
'^  thao  I  was  ui  town*    I  am  g^  to  find^  by  your  letter  of 


«■  Poetiy  was  not  the  Ible  pndfe  of  either;  in  both  excelled  lUcewife  in 
jprofe;  but  Pope  did  uot  bonow  his  profe  from  hii  predeceflbr*  The  ftjrle  of 
Diyden  is  oepriciooa  end  Twied ;  that  of  Pope  is  cautioas  and  uniform.  Dry** 
den  obferres  the  motions  of  his  own  miud ;  Pope  conftrains  his  mind  to  his 
own  roles  of  compofition.  Drjden  is  fometiroes  ▼ehement  and  rapid ;  Pope  it 
always  finooth*  nnifonii,  and  gentle.  Dryden's  page  is  a  natural  field,  rifing 
int^  iqeqaal^ioi^  and  diverfified  by  the  varied  exuberance  of  abundant  vege* 
latioD  ^  Pope's  is  a  yelyet  lawtli  ihaven  by  the'  fcythe,  and  levelled  by  the 
roUert 

"  Of  geidus,  that  power  which  conftitutes  a  poet ;  that  quality  without 
which  judgement  is  cold,  and  knowledge  is  inert ;  that  energy  which  eoUedst 
oombinesb  amplifies*  and  animates,  the  fuperiority  muft,  with  feme  hefita* 
tion,  be  allowed  to  Diyden.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred,  that  of  thil  poetical 
rigoiir  Pope  had  only  a  little,  becaufe  Dryden  had  more ;  for  every  other 
writer  finoe  Hfilton  muft  give  place  to  Pope ;  and  even  of  Dryden  it  muft  be 
(aid,  that,  itbe  has  brighter  paragrephs,  he  has  uot  better  poems.  Dryden'* 
performances  were  always  hafty,  either  excited  by  fome  external  occafioo,  or 
extorted  by  domefiicfc  neceffity ;  he  compofed  without  confideration,  and  pub* 
liibed  withaut  corredion.  What  his  mind  could  fapply  at  call,  or  gather  in 
one  excurfion,  was  all  that  he  fought*  and  all  that  he  gave.  The  dilatory 
eaution  of  Pope  enabled  him  to  condenfe  his  fentiments,  to  multiply  hit 
images,  and  to  accumulate  all  thatftudy  might  produce,  oc  phance  might  fup* 
ply.  If  the  flights  of  Dryden  therefore  are  higher,  Pope  continues  longer  oq 
the  wing.  If  of  Dryden's  fire  the  blaze  is  brighter^  of  Pope's  the  heat  is  mor» 
icgular  and  ponfiant  Diydcn  oAen  furpafles  expectation,  and  Pope  never 
fidii  beJow  it  Drydep  is  read  with  fireqoent  aftoniflunent,  and  Pope  witli 
peipetual  delight 

^  This  parallel  will,  I  hope,  when  it  is  well  ponfidered,  be  found  juft ;  and 
if  the  reader  fliould  fufpe&  ms,  as  I  Iufpe6t  myfelf,  of  fon^e  partial  fondnefii 
Jbr  the  memory  of  Drydeni^  let  him  not  too  haftily  condemn  me;  for  medita- 
tion and  enquiry  may,  perhaps,  Ihew  hini  the  reafoQableneis  of  my  deter* 
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To  this  fine  parallel  may  be  added,  from  a  work  of  great  merit,  entitledt 
the  Pngrefs  of  Satiret  the  following  acute  eflim&te  of  Dryden's  iatirici^ 
powetSa 

^  Nearly  at  the  fame  period  (with  Boileau)  aAer  fome  momentary  gleams 
•ad  ftiong  flaihes  in  the  horisoo,  fatire  arofe  in  England.  When  I  name 
Hiyden,  I  comprehend  every  varied  excellence  of  our  poetry.  In  harmony* 
ftrengtlh  modulation,  rhythm,  energy,  he  firft  difplayed  tlie  full  power  of  thf 
£agliih  language.  My  bufinels  with  him,  at  preient,  is  only  as  a  (atiriiL  I 
will  be  brief:  I  fpeak  fQ  the  intelligent    He  was  the  firft  poci  who  brou|1^ 
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'^  July  QBA,  your  fiyle,  that  you  are  both  in  healtb ;  but 
^  wottder  you  Aould  think  me  ib  negligent  as  to  f6iget  to 
"  give  you  an  account  of  the  (hip  in  which  your  parcel  is  to 
^'  come.  I  have  written  to  you  two  or  three  letters  concern* 
*  ing  it^  which  I  have  fent  by  fafe  hands^  as  I  told  you,  and 
^'  doubt  not  but  you  have  them  before  this  can  arrive  to  you. 
*^  Being  out  of  town,  I  have  forgotten  the  (hip's  name^ 
^  which  your  mother  will  enquire,  and  put  it  into  her  letter, 
'*  which  is  jomed  with  mine.  But  the  matter's  name  I  re* 
**  member :  he  is  called  Mr.  Ralph  Thorp ;  the  (hip  is  bound 
^  to  Leghorn,  con(igned  to  Mr.  Peter  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ball, 
^'  merchants.    I  am -of  your  opinion,  that  by  Tonfon's  means 

to  perfedion  what  I  would  terin»  '  the  Allegory  of  Satire.'  Fables,  mdeed« 
and  apologueiy  and  romances^  have  always  been  the  moft  ancient  modes  of 
reproof  and  cenfare.  It  was  the  peculiar  happinefi  of  Dryden,  to  give  an 
eternal  fenfe  and  intereft  to  fubjefb  which  are  tranfitory^  He  placed  his 
fcene  on  the  grontid  of  actual  biftory.  The  reader  of  every  age  has  an  inte* 
reft  in  the  delineation  of  charaflers  and  names  which  have  been  familiar  to 
^m  from  his  earlieft  years.  He  is  already  prepared  and  feels  a  prediledion 
ibr  the  fubje^  This  accommodation  of  ancient  chara^rs  to  exifting  per* 
fons,  has  a  peculiar  force  in  the  age  to  which  it  is  addrefled  ;  and  pofteriiy 
reads  with  delight,  a  poem  founded  on  priftine  floryi  and  illuftrated  by  thtft 
records  of  modem  times.  Drydeo's  power  of  fatire  has  been  generally  ae*  ' 
knowledgedinhis  Mac-Fleclcnoe;  but  his  mafterpiece  is  that  wonderful  and 
unequalled  performance^  ^bCalom  and  Aclritophel.  He  prefents  to  ut  an  he- 
roick  fubject,  in  heroick  numbers,  a  well-oonftrnded  allegory,  and  a  forci- 
ble appeal  to  our  bell  feelings  and  pailions.  He  paints  the  horrors  of  inar* 
chy,  fedition,  rebellion,  and  democracy,  with  the  pencil  of  Dante,  or  of 
Michael  Angelo,  and  he  gives  the  fpeeches  of  his  heroes,  with  the  ftrengtb. 
propriety,  and  corre^befi  of  Virgil.  It  is  fatire  in  Its  higliefl  form  ;  but  it  is 
fatire  addrefled  to  the  few.  It  is  not  adapted  to  the  general  ei!e£b  of  this 
fpecies  of  poetry.  In  my  opinion,  Dryden  has  not  the  ftyle  and  manner  of 
Horace,  or  Juvenal,  or  Perfius,  or  Boileau.  Pope  called  him' ttnfcoppy/ 
from  the  loofenefs  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  has  entbufiafin,  majefty^ 
feverity,  gravity,  firength  of  conception,  and  boldnefs  of  imagery.  But 
fprightlineis,  gaietyi  and  eafy  hadinagCt  an  occafional  playfuhiefs,  fo  ne- 
eellary  to  the  general  effefl  of  fatyrical  poetry,  were  ail  wanting  to  him. 
Perhaps  his  genius  was  too  fubliine.  He  could  not,  or  he  would  not  defccnd 
to  the  minutisa  which  are  often  required,  the  anecdotes,  and  the  palHng  traits 
of  the  time.  His  Vatire  had  an  original  chara^er.  It  was  the  fbain  of  Archi* 
lochot,  fouQdini;  from  the  lyre  of  Alcaetts,"    T« 
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*^  almoft  all  our  letters  have  mifcarried  for  this  bft  year.  But, 
**  however,  he  has  miffed  of  his  d^gn  ni  the  Dedication, 
^'  though  he  had  prepared  the  book  for  it :  for,  in  every  figure 
''  oi  £neas  he  has  caufed  him  to  be  drawn  like  King  Wil- 
^*  Ham,  with  a  hooked  nofe*  After  my  return  to  town,  I  in- 
tend to  alter  a  play  of  Sir  Robert  Howard's  written  long 
fince,  and  lately  put  into  my  hands ;  'tis  called  The  Con- 
quejl  of  Chimi  by  the  Tartam,  It  will  coft  me  fix  weeka 
ftudy»  with  the  probable  benefit  of  an  hundred  pounds.  In 
''  the  mean  time  I  am  writing  a  fong  for  St.  Cecilia's  Feaft, 
"  who,  you  know,  is  the  patronefs  of  mufick.  This  is  trou- 
**  blefome,  and  no  way  beneficial ;  but  I  could  not  deny  the 
^  Stewards  of  the  Feaft,  who  came  in  a  body  to  me  to  defire 
that  kindneis,  one  of  them  being  Mr.  Bridgeman,  whofe 
parents  are  your  mother's  friends.  I  hope  to  fend  you 
thirty  guineas  between  Michaelmas  and  Chriftmas,  of 
**  which  I  will  give  you  an  account  when  I  come  to  town*  I 
''  remember  the  counfcl  you  give  me  in  your  letter ;  but  dif* 
*^  fembling,  though  lawful  in  fome  cafes,  b  not  my  talent ; 
'^  yet,  for  your  fake,  I  will  firu^le  with  the  plaiq  opennefs  of 
''  my  nature^  and  keep  in  my  juft  refentments  againft  that 
''  degenerate  order.  In  the  mean  time,  I  flatter  not  myfelf 
'^  with  any  manner  of  hopes,  but  do  my  duty,  and  fuflfer  for 
*'  God*s  fake ;  being  afiured,  before  hand,  never  to  be  re- 
*^  warded,  though  the  times  ihould  alter.  Towards  the  latter 
*^  end  of  this  month,  September,  Charles  will  begin  to  re- 
''  cover  his  perfe£i  health,  according  to  his  nativity,  which, 
*'  calling  it  myfelf,  I  am  fure  is  true,  and  all  things  hitherto 
^'  have  happened  accordingly  to  the  very  time  that  I  predified 
"  them ;  I  hope  at  the  fame  time  to  recover  more  health,  ac- 
"  cording  to  my  age.  Remember  me  to  poor  Harry,  whofe 
''  prayers  I  eameftly  defire.  My  Virgil  fucceeds  in  the  world 
"  beyond  its  defert  or  my  expe6lation.  You  know  the  pro- 
'*  fits  might' have  been  more;  but  neither  my  confcience  nor 
'^  my  honour  would  fuffer  me  to  take  them :  but  I  never  can 
^  repent  of  my  conftancy,  fince  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded 
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''  of  di6  jiiftiee  of  the  caufe  for  which  1  faffer.  It  bat 
^  plenfed  God  to  raiie  up  many  friends  to  me  amongft  my 
cf  enemies^  though  they  who  ought  to  have  been  my  friends 
'<  are  negligent  of  me.  I  am  called  to  dinner,  and  cannot 
'f  go  on  with  this  letter,  which  I  defire  you  to  excuff^ ;  and 


if 


^  Your  moft  affe6tionate  father. 


^  JOHN  DRYDEN  * 
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JVlUST  noble  Haftings  immaturely  die, 
The  honour  of  his  ancient  family, 

*  There  is  foroe  fancy  in  this  Poem,  but  many  of  the  linet 
are  very  bad,  and  the  images  too  grofs  both  in  defign  and  ex- 
preflion  to  have  cfcaped  our  author  in  his  riper  years.  How* 
ever,  he  v^as  not  quite  eighteen  when  he  wrote  it ;  and^  by  re- 
printing it,  the  reader  may  trace  the  progrefs  of  that  genius 
which  afterwards  arrived  at  fuch  fabliroiry.  The  nobleman 
herein  lamented^  was  fliled  Henry  Lord  Hadings,  fou  to  Ferdi* 
nand,  Carl  of  Huntingdon.  He  died  before  his  father,  in  1649, 
being  chcn  in  his  20th  year.  He  had,  from  nature  and  educa* 
tiou,  a  moil  amiable  difpolition,  a  ftrong  judgment,  and  fo  re- 
ined a  tadc,  that,  according  to  CoUins's  Pcerpge,  nr>t  iefs  than 
uincty-^ight  elegies  were  compofed  on  his  death.         DEitaicK. 

Derrick  (hould  have  added  that  Collins  cxprefbly  mentions 
thcfe  elegies  as  printed  in  ".LacAryw^  Mu/arum,  the  Tears  of  the 
Mufcs  exprefied  in  elegies  written  by  divers  perfons  of  nobility, 
and  worth,  upon  the  death  of  the  mofl  hopeful  Henry,  Lord 
Haftings,  elded  [only]  fon  of  the  Right  Honourable  Ferdinando, 
Earl  of  Huntingdon,  hcir-gcneral  of  the  liigh-bt>rn  Prince 
George,  Duke  of  Clarence,  brother  to  King  Edward  IV."  [Col- 
le£lcd  and  fc  t  forth  by  R.  B.]  But  as  the  Lachrymm  Mi^/brum 
contains  only  thirty-fix  elegies,  it  is  clear  that  tht*  figures  98  in 
Collins  are  erroneous,  and  a  mere  crrour  of  the  prefs. 

Malonb. 

Ver.  \.    Mufi  noble  Uajiings]     It  is  a  mortifying  circumiiance 
to  be  compelled  to  begin  thefc  notes  with  a  cenfurc  of  the  very 
VOL.   t.  B 
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Beauty  and  learning  thus  together  meet. 
To  bring  a  winding  for  a  wedding  fheet  ? 

firft  piece  of  our  admired  poet.  Bat  it  is  iropoiTible  not  to  be 
hurt  by  the  falfe,  unnatural  -thoughts,  by  the  forced  and  far* 
fought  conceits,  by  the  rugged  and  inharmonious  numbers,  and 
the  perpetual  aim  and  defire  to  be  witty,  with  which  this  Elegy 
fo  much  abounds,  that  we  wonder  he  could  ever  rife  fo  hign 
after  fo  unproroiling  a  beginning.  One  well  known  fentence 
charadlerifcs  his  Works :  *^  Ubi  bene  nemo  melius,  ubi  mal^ 
nemo  pejus."  The  pcrfon  he  lamented  was  Henry  Lord  Haf- 
tings,  fon  to  Ferdinand,  EhtX  of  Huntingdon,  who  died  before 
his  father,  1649*  He  was  anceftor  of  the  lafl  Earl  of  Hunting-* 
don,  to  whom  Dr.  Akenlide  addrefled  an  Ode,  of  a  very  different 
cad  from  the  verfos  bt'fore  us,  full  of  true  Grecian  fpirit  and 
fvsntiments,  and  in  a  (tyle  of  peculiar  force  and  energy.  This 
nobletnan  will  be  long  lamented  by  all  his  friends  and  acquaint* 
ence,  of  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be  one,  for  the  elegance  of 
his  mariners,  his  pleafing  afiability,  his  extenfivc  knowledge  of 
men  and  things,  the  variety  and  vigour  of  his  wit  and  convcrfa- 
tion,  enlivened  by  many  curious  fa6b  and  anecdotes,  his  accut 
rate  tafte  in  all  parts  of  polite  literature,  and  his  univerfal  can* 
dour  and  benevolence. 

The  charader  of  Afpafia,  written  by  Congreve,  in  the  Tat- 
Icr,  No.  72,  is  meant  for  Lady  E.  Haftings.  She  was  daugh* 
ter  of  Theophilus  Hallings,  feventh  Earl  of  Huntingdon.  Het 
father  came  to  the  honours  and  eftate  of  that  family  in  l655. 
So  that  three  poets,  Dryden,  Congreve,  and  Akenfide,  celebrated 
the  lladings.  Dr.  Joseph  Wartok. 

Vcr.  4. a  winding  fur  a  wedding  Jheetf]  In  this  line,  asalfe 

in  verfe93,  the  poet  alludes  ta  the  melancholy  circumftancc  of 
Lord  Hallings's  death  having  taken  place  on  the  day  preceding 
that  which,  previoufly  to  his  illnefs,  had  been  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  his  marriage.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was  betrothed 
was  the  daughter  of  a  very  celebrated  phyfician.  Sir  Theodore 
IVIayerne,  whofe  (kill  was  in  vain  exerted  to  fave  his  intended 
fon-in-law  from  that  malignant  diforder,  the  fmall-pox.— • 
**  Pridie  fponfaiium  (proh  Hymenaee)  funere  luit  immaturo,* 
fays  bis  epitaph.  See  alfo  the  following  verfes  of  Andrew  Mar- 
vel, in  the  collection  already  quoted: 

•*  The  gods  thcmfelves  cannot  their  joy  conceal, 

^'  But  draw  their  veils,  and  their  pure  beams  reveal  ; 

"Only  ihcy  drooping  Hymenaeus  note, 

'^  Whoy'  for  fad  purple,  tears  his  fafiron  coat, 
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Mud  virtue  prove  death's  harbinger?  muft  (lie^  5 
With  him  expiring,  feel  mortality  ? 
Is  death,  fin's  wages,  grace  s  now  ?  (hall  art 
Make  us  more  learned,  only  to  depart? 
If  merit  be  difeafe ;  if  virtue  death ; 
To  be  good,  not  to  be;  who'd  then  bequeath  lo 
Himfelf  to  difcipline  ?  who'd  not  eiteem 
Labour  a  crime  ?  ftudy  felf-murther  deem  ? 
Our  noble  youth  now  have  pretence  to  be 
Dunces  fecurely,  ignorant  healthfully. 
Rare  linguifl,  uhpfe  worth  fpeaks  itfelf,  whoie 
praife  15 

Though  not  his  own,  all  tongues  befides  do  raife: 

"  And  trails  his  torches  th'rnw  the  ftarry  hall, 
*•  Reverfed,  for  his  darling's  funeral. 
^  And  ^fcalapius,  who  aOiam'd  and  flerD, 
"  Himfelf  at  once  condemneth  and  Mayem  ; 
'*  Like  fome  fad  chymifl,  who,  prepared  to  reap 
**  His  golden harvelty  fees  his  glalTes  leap; 
"  For  how  immortal  muft  their  race  have  (lood» 
Had  Mayern  once  heen  mix'd  with  Hallings'  blood ! 


**  But  what  could  he^  good  man,  although  he  mix'd 
**  All  herbs,  and  them  a  thoufand  ways  infus'd,  6cc.'' 
Theelegyin  which  thefe  verfes  occur,  is  by  far  the  bed  ia 
the  collcdion,  if  we  except  that  of  our  author.       Ma  lows. 

Vcr.  15.  B/ire  lingwjlj']    On  this  topick  Sir  Afton  Cokayoe, 
in  his  elegy  on  Lord  Haftings,  thus  expatiates: 

**  His  few,  but  welUfpent  year*  had  maller'd  all 

'*  The  liberal  arts,  and  his  fwcet  tongui;  could  faU 

**  Into  the  ancient  dialeds;  difpence 

''  Sacred  Judea's  ampleil  eloquence ; 

•*  The  Latinc  idiome  elegantly  true, 

"  And  Greek  as  rich  as  Athens  ever  knew : 

'*  The  Italian  and  the  French  do  both  confefi^ 

'*  Itim  perfeft  in  their  modern  laneu&gcs." 

Lackrymat  Mujarump  Sec.  l£50* 
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Than  \i^hom  great  Alexander  may  feem  leis; 
AVho  conquered  men^  but  not  their  languages. 
In  his  mouth  nations  fpake ;  his  tongue  might  be 
Interpreter  to  Greece,  France,  Italy.  20 

His  native  foil  was  the  four  parts  o'  the  earth; 
All  Europe  was  too  narrow  for  his  birth. 
A  young  apoftle;  and,  with  reverence  may 
1  fpeak  't,  infpir'd  with  gift  of  tongues,  as  they. 


All  thefe  attainments  were  made  at  an  early  age ;  for  Lord 
Hailings  died  in  his  nineteenth  (not  as  Derrick  'has  it,  his  /icf»- 
ticth)  year,  on  the  23d  of  Jtine,  l649i  after  an  illncfs  of  only  fc* 
ven  days*  duration.  Ma  lo  n  e. 

Ver.  17.     Tkan  whom  great  Alexander  tnayfeem  left ; 
Who  conquer  d  men,  but  not  their  languages,'] 

Yet  from  his  letter  to  his  maftcr  AHJlotle,  recorded  by  P/tf- 
tarch  and  Aulm  GelUus^  we  ar«  led  to  conclude  that  the  love  of 
conqu^ft  was  but  the  fecond  ambition  in  Alexander*^  foul.  The 
jctter  as  tranflated  by  Addifim  in  his  Gvardiany  No.  Ill,  is  as 
iollows : 

**  Alexander  to  Arifloth  Greeting, 
"  You  have  not  done  well  lo  publifli  your  books  of  feleft 
knowledge ;  for  what  is  there  now  in  which  I  can  furpafs  others, 
if  thofc  things  which  I  have  been  intruded  in  are  communi- 
cated to  every  body  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  declare  to  you,  I 
would  rather  excel  others  in  knowledge  than  power. 

Farewell.'' 

A  living  author  who  excels  in  clear  and  vigorous  compofition 
will,  I  truft,  forgive  me,  it  I  tranfcribe  a  paflage  in  defence  of 
the  Hero  of  Maccdon  from  a  letter  addreffed  by  him  to  the  late 
Dr.  Jofeph  Warton.  **  In  truth  I  am  happy  in  knowing  that 
you  think  as  well  of  the  Macedonian  as  I  do  :  I  am  no  favourer 
of  paradoxes,  nor  would  I  write  a  Richard  III.  up  into  a  good 
charader  ;  but  furely  it  is  time,  that  the  world  fhould  leani  to 
diftinguifh  between  the  conquefts  of  an  ijUelligent  being  and  the 
ravages  of  a  Tartar ^  between  an  Alexander  and  a  Zingis,  a  Ti- 
mour  or  a  Buonaparte.  Alexander  was  a  builder,  and  thefe 
only  demolifhers.  How  fmall  is  the  proportion  of  the  former  to 
the  latter,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world  !"     Rev.  John  Wartok« 
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Nature  gave  him,  a  child,  what  men  in  vain  25 
Oft  ftrive,  by  art  though  furthered,  to  obtain* 
His  body  was  an  orb,  his  fubhme  foul 
Did  move  on  virtue's  and  on  learning's  pole : 
IVhofe  regular  motions  better  to  our  view, 
Than  Archimedes'  fphere,  the  heavens  did  lliew. 
Graces  and  virtues,  languages  and  arts,  si 

Beauty  and  learning,  filFd  up  all  the  parts. 
Heaven's  gifts,  which  do  like.faUing  ftars  appear 
ScatterM  in  others ;  all,  as  in  their  fphere. 
Were  fix'd,  conglobate  in  his  foul ;  and  thence  35 
Shone  through  bis  body,  with  fweet  influence; 
^    Letting  their  glories  fo  on  each  limb  fall. 
The  whole  frame  rendered  was  celeftial. 
Come,  learned  Ptolemy,  and  trial  make, 
If  thou  this  heroes  altitude  can'ft  take :  40 

But  that  tranfcends  thy  (kill;  thrice  happy  all, 
Cpuld  we  but  prove  thus  aitronomicaU 

VcT.  27.  — —  his  ^uhVime  foul]  Dr.  Newton  has  placed  the 
accent  on  the  firil  fyilabje  offublwieui  Milton's  Ma(k  of  Comiisiy 
as  the  accent  may  lecm  to  be  in  the  prefent  inftance,  ver.78ii. 

Tho JubUm^  notjoi)  and  high  n^yftery — 

The  word  in  Milton's  and  Dryden^s  linos  may»  however,  be 
read  more  gracefully  without  it.  Kcv.  H*.  J.  Todd* 

Ver.  35.  Were  fi^d^  cvngkhate  in  kis  fqinl;]  This  word  it 
ufed  in  the  fecond  book  ol  Lucretius,  ver.  153f  iu  the  fame 
fenfe, 

Sed  complexa  meant  inter  fe  conque  globata. 

Joi^N  Wartov, 

Ver.  dfi.  -^fxDtet  infiMence!\  Canft  thou  bind  x^efioeet  i^uencf^ 
of  the  Pleiades  ?  Job  xxxyiii.  31.    John  Warton, 
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Liv'd  Tycho  now,  (Iruck  with  this  ray,  which 

(hone 
More  bright  i'  the  morn*,  than  others  beam  at 

noon, 
He*d  take  his  aftrolabe,  and  feek  out  here     45 
What  new  ftar  *twas  did  gild  our  hemifphere. 
Replenifh'd  then  with  fuch  rare  gifts  as  thefe. 
Where  was  room  left  for  fuch  a  foul  difeafe  ? 
The  nation's  fin  hath  drawn  that  veil,  which 

(hrouds 
Our  day*fpring  in  fo  fad  benighting  clouds,  so 
Heaven  would  no  longer  truft  its  pledge ;  but 

thus 
Recaird  it;  rapt  its  Ganymede  from  us. 
Was  there  no  milder  way  but  the  fmall-pox, 
The  \ery  filthinefs  of  Pandora's  box  ? 

Ver.  53.  —  the  fmall-pox  J  An  obvious  occafion  is  here  offered 
of  paying  a  fmall  tribute  to  Dr.  Jenner,  whofe  able  refearches 
haveib  e(ientially  contributed  to  cbeck  tbe  ravages  of  this  dread* 
ful  difeafe,  tbe  fmall-pox.  To  bim,  tberefore,  we  may  apply  tbe 
words  of  the  poet : 

**  O !  qui  fccundo  natus  Apolline 
Incumbis  arti  Pseoniae,  fludens 
Arcana  Natura*,  graveroque 
More  novo  probibere  morbum, 
Jennere,  laudes  an  fileam  tuas  ? 

liic  faepe  mecum  dum  ineditor  genaens. 
Inter  meorum  funera,  queis  diu 

Vixi  fuperftes,  quot  veneno 
Ffleta  graviy  maculifque  tetrisi 
t^rimis  in  «vi  viribus  abftulit 
Infefta  febris,  lingua  valet  parijtm 

Narrare,  quid  debes  fuprcmo 

9uaiUa  Dbo  tibi  danda  laus  eft. 
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So  many  fpots,  like  nceves  on  Venus*  foil,       5& 
One  jewel  fet  off  with  fo  many  a  foil ; 
Blifters  with  pride  fwell'd,  which  through's  flelh 

did  fprout 
Like  rofe-buds,  ftuck  i'  the  lilly  {kin  about. 

Furore  quod  non  ant^  domabili 
Tot  dint  Pedis  quse  peperit  mala^ 
In  mentis  bumanae  levamen, 
Te  medico  fuperata  ceflit. 

Tc  mater  ambit  fitiolo  cavens 
Ut  tuto  ab  atrd  corpore  fit  lue; 
Innupta  te  virgo,  decentes 
Siiit  meroori  fine  labc  malse/' 
See  the  late  Chriftopher  Aniley's  *' Ad  Edvardiim  Jenner,  M.D* 
Carmen  Alcaicum/'  John  Warton. 

Ver.  58.     Like  roferbuds.Juch  T  the  UUyJkm  about.']     "  Of  his 
fchooVperformanceSy''  (fays  the  great  Johiifon,  in  his  Life  of 
Dryden,)  "has  appeared  only  a  poem  on  the  death  of  Lord  Haf- 
tings,  compoied  with  great  ambition  of  fuch  conceits  as,  tiot* 
withilanding  the  reformation  begun  by  Waller  and  Denharo,  the 
-example  of  Co'wley  (lill  kept  in  reputation.     Lord  HaOing^  died 
of  thermalUpox,and  his  poet  has  made  of  the  pudulos,  firll,  rofe* 
budsy  and  then  gems;  at  lafl  exalts  them  into  Hars;  and  fays, 
**  No  comet  need  foretel  his  change  drew  on, 
Wbofe  corpfe  might  feem  a  conflellation/* 

Perhaps  it  may  appear  at  firft  fight  furprifrng,  that  Dr.  Bufby 
ibould  patiently  beer  fuch  thoughts  as  pervade  the  whole  of  this 
poem  on  Lord  Haitings ;  but  our  furprize  ceafes  when  we  read 
the  foUowing  judicious  obforvation  of  Quintilian,  which  could 
not  efcape  the  penetration  of  that  great  mailer,  who  confcquently 
fliewed  the  indulgence  here  recommended  to  the  exuberant  ima« 
pnation  of  a  youthful  poet. 

Ne  illud  quidem  quod  admonemus  indignum  eft,  ingenift 
puerorum  nimid.  interim  emendationis  fevrritatc  deficere.  Nam 
et  defperant,  et  doU^nt,  et  novifBmi  oderunt:  ot,  quod  maxim^ 
nocet,  dum  omnia  timent,  nihil  conantur.  Quod  etiam  ruilicis 
BOtum  eft,  qui  frondibus  teneris  non  putant  adhibendum  efte  fal« 
cem,  quia  reformidare  ferrum  videntur,  et  cicatricem  nondura 
pati  pofle.  Jucundus  ergo  tum  maxim^  debet  eile  praeceptor,  ut 
quse  alioqui  naturft  funt  afpera,  molli  manu  ieniantur;  laudare 
aliqua,  ferre  qusedam,  mutare  etiam,  redditi  cur  id  fiat  ratione; 
iilnminare  iuterponeodo  fdiqiitd  ivx.  Quintilian.  }nft.  Orat. 
lib.  U.  Jo»v  Waetok^  . 
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Each  little  pimple  had  a  tear  in  it. 

To  wail  the  fault  its  rifing  did  commit :  60 

Which,  rebel  Hke,  with  its  own  lord  at  ftrife, 

Thus  made  an  infurre6lion  'gainft  his  life. 

Or  were  thefe  gems  fent  to  adorn  his  fkin, 

The  cabinet  of  a  richer  foul  within  ? 

No  comet  need  foretel  his  change  drew  on,    65 

Whofe  corpfe  might  feem  a  conftellation. 

O  !  had  he  died  of  old,  how  great  a  ftrife 

Had  been,  who  from  his  death  (hould  draw  their 

Ufe  ? 
Who  Qiould,    by  one   rich   draught,   become 

whate'er 
Seneca,  Cato,  Numa,  Caefar,  were  ?  70 

Learned,  virtuous,  pious,  great;  and  have  by  this 
An  univerfal  metempfychoiis. 
Muft  all  thefe  aged  fires  in  one  funeral 
Expire?  all  die  in  one  fo  young,  fo  finall? 
Who,  had  he  liv'd  his  life  out,  his  great  fame  75 
Had  fwoKn  'bove  any  Greek  or  Roman  name. 
liut  hafty  winter,  with  one  blaft,  hath  brought 
The  hopes  of  autumn,  fummer,  fpring,  to  nought. 
Thus  fades  the  oak  i'  the  fprig,  i'  the  blade  the 

corn ; 
Thus  without  young,  this  Phoenix  dies,  new 

born.  80 

Muft  then  old   three-legg'd  grey-^beards  with 

their  gout. 
Catarrhs,  rheums,  aches,  live  three  ages  out  ? 
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Time's  offals,  only  fit  for  the  hofpital ! 
Or  to  hang  antiquaries'  rooms  withal !  84 

Mud  drunkards,  lechers,  fpent  with  finning,  live 
With  fuch  helps  as  broths,  poffets,  phyfic  give  ? 
None  live,  but  fuch  as  (hould  die  ?  Ihall  we  meet 
With  none  but  gholily  fathers  in  the  ftreet? 
Grief  makes  me  rail ;  forrow  will  force  its  way  ; 
And  (feow^rs  of  tears  tempeftuous  figbs  beft  lay. 
The  tongue  may  fail ;  but  overflowing  eyes     91 
Will  weep  out  lading  dreams  of  elegies. 
•  But  thou,  O  virgin-widow,  left  alone. 
Now  thy  belov'd,heaven-ravi(h'd  fpoufe  is  gone, 
Whofe  (kilful  fire  in  vain  drove  to  apply  9^ 

Med'cines,  when  thy  balm  was  no  remedy, 
With  greater  than  Platonic  love,  O  wed 
His  foul,  though  not  his  body,  to  thy  bed : 
Let  that  make  thee  a  mother ;  bring  thou  forth 
The  ideas  of  his  virtue,  knowledge,  worth;    100 


Ver.  92. fireams  of  elegies  J\  In  a  very  fcarce  little  volume 

entitled  Lachiytnie  Mufmum^  London,  printed  by  T.  N.  1650, 
coiDmunicutcd  to  me  by  Mr.  Reed,  of  Staple  Inn,  arc  thirty- 
fix  Elegies,  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  Englifh,  on  the  death  of  this 
Nobleman.  Of  thefe,  twenty-fix  are  in  EngliO),  two  in  Greek, 
and  eight  in  I^tin  I'he  concluding  copies  are  this  by  Dryden, 
and  the  Latin  copies  by  Cyril  Wyche,  Edward  Campion,  Thomas 
Adams,  Ralph  Montague,  all  Weilminfter  fcholars*  The  Greek 
copies  are  figned  Joannes  Harmanis,  Oxonienfis,  f iXiol^of,  and 
C.  W.  M.  Marens  pofuit.  Moft  of  thefe  are  written  with  the 
Came  falfe  taAe,  which  pervades  the  poem  now  before  us. 

J.  VVauton. 

Ver.  93.  But  thou^  O  virgin  widow^  So  in  another  elegy  on 
Lord  Mailings,  by  **  Jo.  Beuyon,  Hofp.  Lincoln.'' 
**  Thy  love  writes  maidj  yet  is  half  vuV/ow  to»/' 

MAI.OME, 
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Tranfcribe  the  original  in  new  copies ;  give 
Haftings  o'  the  better  part :  fo  fliall  he  live 
In  s  nobler  half;  and  the  great  grandfire  be 
Of  an  heroic  divine  progeny : 
An  iflUe,  which  to  eternity  (hall  lad,  105 

Yet  but  the  irradiations  which  he  caft. 
Ere^k'no  maufoleums :  for  his  beft 
Monument  is  his  fpoufe's  marble  bread*. 


*  The  verfes  on  Lord  Hailings  in  the  **  Lachrymae  Mufanmi,^ 
are  fubfcribed^^  Johannes  Dryden.  Scholae  Weum.  alumnus." — 
It  appears  from  a  note  of  the  editor's,  that  they  were  fent  at  a 
late  period  in  the  year  (l649),  after  a  great  part  of  the  book  was 
printed  off,  and  when  it  was  juft  ready  for  publication. 

Malokjb, 


VERSES  TO  J.  HODDESOON.  ii 

TO  HIS 

FRIEND  THE  AUTHOR, 

•  ■ 

[JOHN  HODDESDONl 

017    Bit 

DIVINE  EPIGRAMS*. 

1  HOU  haft  infpir'd  me  with  ihj  foul,  and  I 
Who  ne  er  before  could  ken  of  Poetry, 
Am  grown  fo  good  proficient,  I  can  lend 
A  line  in  commendation  of  my  friend. 
Yet  'tis  but  of  the  fecond  hand  ;  if  ought 
There  be  in  this,  'tis  from  thy  fancy  brought. 
Good  thief,  who  dar'tt,  Prometheus-like,  uipire, 
And  fill  thy  poems  with  celeftiall  fire : 
Enlivened  by  thefe  fparks  divine,  their  rayes 
Adde  a  bright  luilre  to  thy  crown  of  bayes. 
Young  eaglet,  who  thy  neft  thus  loon  forfook. 
So  lofty  and  divine  a  courfe  haft  took 

*  Mr.  Hoddefdon's  poetical  effufions  were  publifhed  in  8vo, 
1650,  under  the  title  of  *^  Sion  and  Parnafliis,  or  Epigrams  on 
ieveral  texts  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament/'  To  this  book  is 
prefixed  the  author's  engraved  portrait,  **  ^tat.  18."  by  which 
It  appears  that  he  and  Drydeii  were  nearly  of  the  fame  age. 

Maloni. 

Thefe  commendatory  verfes,  which  are  fubfcribed  '*  J.  Dry« 
den,  of  Trin.  C."  are  here  printed  from  the  original  edition, 
which  was  obligingly  commuuicated  by  Mr.  Malone. 

John  WAaTOK. 


il 
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As  all  admire,  before  the  down  begin 
To  peep,  as  yet,  upon  thy  fmoother  chin  ; 
And,  making  heaven  thy  aim,    hafl:   had   the 

grace 
To  look  the  funne  of  righteoufneffe  i'th*face. 
What  may  we  hope,  if  thou  go'ft  on  thus  faft. 
Scriptures  at  firfl; ;  enthuiiafmes  at  lad  ! 
Thou  haft  commenced,  betimes,  a  faint,  go  on, 
Mingling  diviner  ftreams  with  Helicon. 
That  they  who  view  what  Epigrams  here  be, 
May  learn  to  make  like,  in  juft  praife  of  thee. 
Reader,  I've  done,  nor  longer  will  withhold 
Thy  greedy  eyes ;  looking  on  this  pure  gold 
Though  know  adulterate  copper,  which,  like  this, 
Will  only  ferve  to  be  a  foil  to  his. 
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WRITTEN    AFTER   UIS   FUNERAL* 


I. 

And  now  'tis  time ;  for  their  officious  hafle^ 
Who  would  before  have  borne  him  to  the  fky, 


*  ^'  The  death  of  Cromwell  was  the  firft  public  event  which 
called  forth  Dryden's  poetical  powers.  His  heroic  ilanzas  have 
beauties  and  defe^ ;  the  thoughts  are  vigorous,  and  though  not 
always  proper,  (hew  a  mind  replete  with  ideas ;  the  numbers  are 
fraoothy  and  the  didlion,  if  not  altogether  correal,  is  elegant  and 
eafy. 

•«  Davenant  feems  at  this  time  to  have  been  his  favourite 
author,  though  Gondibert  never  appears  to  have  been  popular; 
and  from  Davenant  he  learned  to  pleafe  bis  ear  with  the  ilanza 
of  four  lines  alternately  rhymed,"    Johnfon's  Life  of  Drydeu. 

John  Warton. 

Ver.  1.  And  now  'tis  time;']  We  are  not  to  wonder  that 
Dryden,  after  this  panegyric  on  Cromwell,  fhould  live  to  be  ap- 
pointed poet  laureat  to  Charles  II.  any  more  than  that  Dr.  Sprat, 
after  a  fimilar  panegyric,  fhould  live  to  write  the  Hiflory  of  the 
Rye-heufe  Plot,  and  become  Biihop  cf  Rochefter.  Men  were 
dax2led  with  the  uncommon  talents  of  the  Protedor,  '*  who 
wanted  nothing  to  raife  him  to  heroic  excellence,  but  virtue ;" 
they  were  firuck  with  his  intrepidity,  his  iuduAry,  his  infight  into 
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Like  eager  Romans,  ere  all  rites  were  paft,  - 
Did  let  too  foon  the  facred  eagle  fly. 

Though  our  beft  notes  are  treafon  to  his  fame,  5 

Joined  with  the  loud  applaufe  of  public  voice) 
Since  heaven,  what  praife  we  offer  to  his  name. 

Hath  rendered  too  authentic  by  its  choice. 

III. 
Though  in  his  praife  no  arts  can  liberal  be. 

Since  they,  whofe  mufes  have  the  highefl 
flown,  10 

Add  not  to  his  immortal  memory, 

But  do  an  a6fc  of  friend(hip  to  their  own : 

IV. 

Yet  'tis  our  duty,  and  our  intereft  too, 
Such  monuments  as  we  can  build  to  raife ; 


all  charadersy  his  fccrecy  in  his  projc£b,  and  his  fucceiles,  be« 
yond  all  hope  and  expedation,  in  the  courfe  of  human  aflTairs. 
The  nioft  manly  and  nervous  of  all  Waller's  poems,  are  the 
Stan2a8  to  Cromwell^  which  arc  far  ru|>erior  to  the  poem  on  hit 
Death,  (though  that  excels  this  of  Dryden,)  and  on  the  War  with 
Spain.  'Tis  obfervable  that  Milton  never  addreft  any  poem  to 
Cromwell;  but  only  one  admirable  fonnet,  in  which,  not  like  a 
mean  flatterer,  he  afiumcs  the  tone  of  an  advifer,  and  cautions 
him  againil  the  avarice  and  the  encroachments  of  the  Preihyte* 
rian  Clergy,  whom  he  calls  **  hireling  wolves.^  The  Univerfity 
of  Oxford,  notwithibindtng  its  ancient  loyalty,  fent  him  a  vo- 
lume  of  Latin  verfes,  on  his  making  peace  wiih  the  Dutch :  in 
ivhich  colle£lion  are  to  be  found  the  pames  of  Crew,  Mew,  Gfh 
dolphin^  South,  Locke,  and  Bu/by.  Dr.  J.  Wartov. 

Ver.  3.  Like  eager  Romans,  4*c.]  It  was  ufual  to  conceal  an 
eagle  on  the  top  of  the  funeral  pile,  deftined  to  receive  the  dead 
body  of  the  Roman  iinperator.  Whrn  the  pile  was  fet  on  fire, 
the  bird  was  fet  at  liberty,  and  mounting  into  the  air,  was  fup» 
pofed  by  the  common  people  to  carry  with  it  to  heaven  the  foul 
of  the  deceafed*  Dbrrick* 
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Left  all  the  world  prevent  what  we  (hould  do,  is 
And  claim  a  title  in  him  by  their  praife. 

V. 

How  (hall  I  then  begin,  or  where  conclude, 

To  draw  a  fame  fo  truly  circular  ? 
Por  in  a  round  what  order  can  be  ihew'd, 

Where  all  the  parts  fo  equal  perfe6i  are  ?    so 

vr. 
His  grandeur  he  derived  from  heaven  alone ; 

For  he  was  great,  ere  fortune  made  him  fo : 
And  wars,  like  mifts  that  rife  againft  the  fun, 

Made  him  but  greater  feem, not  greater  grow. 

Ver.  17-  How  JhaU  I  then  begin,  or  xokere  conelnde,"]  He 
probably  had  in  his  mind  the  following  paflage  of  Theocritus,  in 
his  panegyric  on  Ptolemy,  ver.  9* 

Ti  «rp«rov  xaTa^l$A;;  JoHK  WAKTOtT* 

Ver.  20.  iVherc  ail  the  parts  fo  equal  per  fed  aref]  Inftead  of 
equally  perfed.  Such  flight  inaccuracies  Dryden's  fervid  genius 
little  regarded.  John  Wartoh. 

Ver.  23.    And  wars,  Hke  mifts  that  fife  agahfi  thefmn^ 
Made  him  but  greater  feem,  not  greater  grow,} 

A  fublime  thought,  which  reminds  us  of  the  paflkge  in  Mil« 
ton ;  although  he  applies  the  fame  appearance  of  nature,  the  fan 
rtfing  through  a  mill,  in  a  different  manner. 

As  when  tlie  fun,  new  rifen, 
Looks  through  the  horizontal  midy  air, 
Shorn  of  his  beams.  Par.  Loft,  Bi  i.  1«  S9S» 

But  herein  will  I  imitate  the  fun. 
Who  doth  permit  the  bafe  contagious  clouds 
To  fmothcr  up  his  beauty  from  the  world  ; 
That  when  he  picafe  agam  to  be  himfelf, 
Being  wanted,  he  may  be  more  wondered  at. 
By  breaking  through  the  foul  and  ugly  mifis 
Of  vapours,  that  did  feem  to  llrangle  him. 
Shak.  Henrf  IF.  Aa  I.  Sc.  U.  John  Wartok^ 


IS  ON  THE  DEATH  OP 

VII. 

No  borrowed  bays  his  temples  did  adorn        25 
But  to  our  crown  he  did  frelh  jewels  bring ; 

Nor  was  his  virtue  poifon'd  foon  as  born. 
With  the  too  early  thoughts  of  being  king. 

VI 11. 

Fortune  (that  eafy  miftrefs  to  the  young, 
But  to  her  ancient  fervants  coy  and  hard)  30 

Him  at  that  age  her  favourites  rank'd  among, 
When  (he  her  beft-lov'd  Pompey  did  difcard. 

IX. 
He,  private,  mark'd  the  fault  of  others.fway. 

And  fet  as  fea-marks  for  hirafelf  to  (bun :  34 
Not  like  rafti  monarchs,  who  their  youth  betray 

By  afts  their  age  too  late  would  wifti  undone. 

X. 
And  yet  dominion  was  not  his  defign ; 

We  owe  that  bleffing,  not  to  him,  but  heaven. 
Which  to  fair  afts  unfought  rewards  did  join ; 
.    Rewards,  that  lefs  to  him  than  us  were  given. 

XI. 

Our  former  chiefs,  like  fticklers  of  the  war,    41 
*   Firft  fought  to  inflame  the  parties,  then  to  poife: 
The  quarrel  lov'd,  but  did  the  caufe  abhor; 
And  did  not  drike  to  hurt,  but  make  a  noife. 


Ver.  36*     Btf  oBs  their  age  too  late  would  wijk  tmdone.l     Infcc* 
turn  volet  efTcy  dolor  quod  fuafcrit  et  meos.    Hor.  1.  Ep,  ii.  I.  6o. 

John  Wartok. 
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XII. 

War, our  confumption,  was  their  gainful  trade:  45 
We  inward  bled,  whilft  they  prolong^  our  pain ; 

He  fought  to  end  our  fighting,  and  eflay'd 
To  (launch  the  blood  by  breathing  of  the  vein. 

XIII. 

Swift  and  refiftlefs  through  the  land  he  paft. 
Like  that  bold  Greek  who  did  the  Eaft  fubdue. 

And  made  to  battles  fuch  heroic  hade,  51 

As  if  on  wings  of  viftory  he  flew. 

XIV. 

He  fought  fecure  of  fortune  as  of  fame : 

Still,  by  new  maps,  the  ifland  might  be  ftiown, 

Of  conquefts,  which  he  ftrewM  where  er  he  came, 
Thick  as  the  galaxy  with  flars  is  fown.        56 

XV. 

His  palms,  though  under  weights  they  did  not 
itand, 
Still  thrived;  no  winter  could  his  laurels  fade: 

Ver.  48.  To  (launch  the  blood  by  breathing  of  the  vein.]  The 
loyaliils  fuppofed  that  by  this  line  Dryden  meant  to  allude  to 
Cromwell's  murder  of  his  Sovereign,  Thus  in  "The  Laureat,"  or 
"  Jack  Squabb's  Hiftory  in  a  little  drawn,  Down  to  his  evening, 
from  his  early  dawn,"  ver/21 — 25, 

**  Nay,  had  our  CharleS)  by  heavens  fevere  decree, 
Been  found,  and  raurther'd  in  the  royal  tree. 
Even  thou  hadft  prais'd  the  fa6t ;  his  father  flain, 
Thou  call'ft  but  gently  breathing  of  a  vein/' 

Malone. 

Ver.  56.    galaxy  with  ftars  is  fownj     Lucretius,  Lib.  ii. 

ver.  44. 

'^'  Lumine  conferit  arva." 

JOHK  WAHTOy* 
VOL.  t.  C 
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Heav'n  in  his  portrait  ihew'd  a  workman's  hand. 
And  drew  it  perfeft,  yet  without  a  {hade.    6a 

xvr. 
Peace  was  the  prize  of  all  his  toil  and  care. 

Which  war  had  baniAi'd,  and  did  now  reftore : 
Bologna's  walls  thus  mounted  in  the  air, 

To  feat  themfelves  more  furely  than  before. 

XVII. 

Her  fafety  refcu'd  Ireland  to  him  owes ;        65 
And  treacherous  Scotland  to  no  intereR  true. 

Yet  bled  that  &te  which  did  his  arms  difpofe 
Her  land  to  civilize,  as  to  fubdue. 

XVIII. 

Nor  was  he  like  thofe  ftars  which  only  (hine. 
When  to  pale  mariners  they  Ilorms  portend : 

He  had  his  calmer  influence,  and  his  mein     71 
Did  love  and  majefty  together  blend. 

XIX. 

Tis  true,  his  countenance  did  imprint  an  awe  ; 

And  naturally  all  fouls  to  his  did  bow, 
As  wands  of  divination  downward  draw,         7s 

And  point  to  beds  where  fovereign  gold  doth 
grow. 

Ver.  630    BolognaU  walls  thus  mounted  in  the  air^ 

To  feat  themfelves  tnorefurefj/  than  beforeJ] 

It  is  faid  that  at  the  ficge  of  Bologna  in  1512,  a  mine  blew  up 
that  part  of  the  wall  of  the  church  of  Sanda  Maria  del  Bara- 
cano,  on  which  flood  a  miraculous  image  of  the  blefled  Virgin. 
Though  it  was  carried  fo  high,  that  both  armies  could  fee  one 
another  through  the  breach,  yet  it  fell  again  exa^ly  into  its 
place,  Co  that  it  was  iropoflible  to  fee  where  it  had  been  fepa- 
rated*  D£aB.iCK. 
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XX* 
When  paft  all  offerings  to  I^eretrian  Jove, 
He  Mars  depos'd^  and  arms  to  gowns  made 
yield ; 
Succefsful  councils  did  him  foon  approve 
As  fit  for  clofe  intrigues^  as  open  field.        sa 

XXI. 

To  fuppliant  Holland  he  vouchfafd  a  peace, 
Our  once  bold  rival  of  the  Britifti  main, 

Now  tamely  glad  her  unjuft  claim  to  ceafe. 
And  buy  our  friendihip  with  her  idol,  gain. 

XXII. 

Fame  of  the  aflertcd  fea  through  Europe  blown, 

Made  Fmnce  and  Spain  ambitious  of  his 

love ;  86 

Ver.  86.  Made  France  and  Spain  ambitimu  of  hit  late.]  The 
9th  of  March^  l66l|  died  at  Vinoennes,  Cardinal  Mazarin,  at 
upwards  of  50  years  of  age.  Cardinal  Richeiieu  lived  nearly 
the  fame  number  of  years.  They  had  governed  France  foccef* 
lively  as  prime  miniUers,  each  of  them  nearly  eighteen  years, 
with  much  the  fame  kind  of  authority  that  the  grand  Viziers  ex- 
ercife  among  the  Turks.  Both  were  ambitious;  Maaarin  was 
more  timid,  more  defigning,  more  fubtle,  pliant,  and  undeady; 
Richelieu  was  more  refolute,  more  warm,  nad  greater  parts,  was 
more  obilinate,  and  more  fixed  and  determined.  Mazarines  ge- 
nius for  bufineis  was  more  limited  :  he  was  better  acquainted 
with  the  foibles  of  mankind,  and  knew  well  how  to  keep  them 
in  fufpenfe.  Richelieu,  with  more  extenlive  talents,  was  better 
verfed  in  bufinefs,  and  maintained  his  power,  by  awing  fome, 
and  amufing  others  with  hopes.  Mazarin  had  a  greater  knack 
at  fpeeching,  and  was  more  happily  formed  to  pleafe  the  ladies : 
Richelieu  would  much  fooner  gain  the  confidence  of  a  man  :  and 
he  perfuaded  more  by  deeds  than  words.  It  is  faid  that  on 
March  17$  1653,  Monfieur  Bourdeaux,  the  AnibaiTador  Ex- 
traordinary, fent  by  Mazarin,  from  the  King  of  France  to 
Cromwell,  made  hb  public  entry,  and  on  the  way  had  his  au- 

c2 
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Each  knew  that  fide  mud  conquer  he  would 
own ; 
And  for  him  fiercely,  as  for  empire,  drove. 

xxni. 
No  fooner  was  the  Frenchman's  caufe  embraced. 
Than  the  light  Monfieur  the  grave  Don  out- 
weighed :  90 
His  fortune  turn'd  the  fcale  where'er  'twas  caft; 
Though  Indian  mines  were  in  the  other  laid. 

XXIV. 

When  abfent,  yet  we  conquered  in  his  right : 
For  though  fome  meaner  artift's  Ikill  were 
Ihown 

dience  at  the  Banqueting-houfe,  Whitehall ;  when  he  extolled 
the  virtues  of  his  Highnefs,  begs  his  friendfliip,  and  fays,  tliat 
the  Divine  Providence,  after  fo  many  calamities,  •ould  not  deal 
more  favourably  with  thefe  nations,  or  caufe  them-  to  forget 
their  miferics,  with  greater  fatisfa6kion,  than  by  fubmitting  them 
to  fo  juil  a  government.  Cromwell  gained  an  entire  afc^dant 
even  over  the  artful  Mazarin.  In  the  treaty  the  prote^or's 
name  was  inferted  before  that  of  the  King.  Thurloe,  V.  3.  p. 
103.  Dr,  J.  Wakton. 

Ver.  91.  His  fortune]  Cromwell,  it  is  faid,  appeared  pre- 
cifely  at  a  time,  when  he  could  fucceed.  Under  Elizabeth  he 
would  have  been  banged  ;  under  Charles  II.  ridiculed.  He  ap. 
peared  when  England  was  difgufted  with  kings,  and  his  fon 
Richard  when  they  were  equally  difgufted  with  protedors.  Some 
men  owe  their  fame  and  eminence  to  the  circumflances  of  the 
age  in  which  they  happened  to  live;  to  the  tafte  of  their  parti- 
cular times ;  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ilate ;  to  the  enemies  they 
found  to  combat,  and  to  other  favourable  circumflances  and 
events.  But  the  fallowing  great  men  would  have  been  great  in 
all  ages,  and  in  all  countries : — Homer,  Hippocrates,  Epami. 
nondas,  Philip,  Ariftotle,  Archimedes,  Scipio,  Virgil,  Horace, 
Cslar,  Hannibal,  Mango-Copac,  Confucius,  Mahonfet  II.  Cer* 
vantes,  Cortez,  Kepler,  Copernicus,  Bacon,  Newton,  Marlbo- 
rouf^h,  Moliere,  Fontenclle,  Turenne,  Machiavel,  Milton^ 
Montecucoli,  Dante,  and  Columbus.  Dr.  J.  Wartoh. 
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In  mingling  colours,  or  in  placing  light ;  95 
YiBt  ftill  the  fair  defignment  was  his  own. 

XXV. 

For  from  all  tempers  he  could  fervice  draw ; 

The  worth  of  each,  with  its  alloy,  he  knew, 
And,  as  the  confident  of  Nature,  faw 

How  ftie  complexions  did  divide  and  brew.    1 00 

XXVL 

Or  he  their  fingle  virtues  did  furvey, 

By  intuition,  in  his  own  large  breaft. 
Where  all  the  rich  ideas  of  them  lay. 

That  were  the  rule  and  meafure  to  the  reft. 

XXVIL 

When  fuch  heroic  virtue  heaven  fets  out,  105 
The  flars,  like  commons,  fuUenly  obey ; 

Becaufe  it  drains  them  when  it  comes  about. 
And  therefore  is  a  tax  they  feldom  pay. 

XXVIII. 

From  this  high  fpring  our  foreign  conquefts  flow. 
Which  yet  more  glorious  triumphs  do  por- 
tend; 110 

Since  their  commencement  to  his  arms  they  owe, 
If  fprings  as  high  as  founbiins  may  afcend. 


Ver.  9^.     '^'^^dc/ignment]      He  has  borrowed  this  word  from 
Spenfer,  F.  Q.  li.  xi.  10. 

"  'Gainfl  which  the  fecond  troupe  dejfignment  makes :" 
That  is,  plot,     Dryden  however  ufes  it  (imply  for  defign  or  plan. 
It  (hould  be  added,  that  dtffignment  is  the  reading  of  Spenfer's  2d 
edition  -.  as  the  firft  reads,  without  perfpicuity,  ajftgnment. 

ToDU. 
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XXIX. 

He  made  us  free-men  of  the  continent^ 

Whom  nature  did  like  captives  treat  before  ] 

To  nobler  preys  the  Engliih  Hon  fent,  iii 

And  taught  him  firft  in  Belgian  walks  to  roan 

XXX. 

That  old  unqueflionM  pirate  of  the  land. 
Proud  Rome,  with  dread  the  fete  of  Dun* 
kirk  heard ; 

And  trembling  wifh'd  behind  more  Alps  to  ftand. 
Although  an  Alexander  were  her  guard*   120 

XXXI. 

By  his  command  we  boldly  crofs'd  the  line. 
And  bravely  fought  where    fouthern  ftars 
arife ; 
We  trac'd  the  far-fetch*d  gold  unto  the  mine. 
And  that  which  bribed  our  fathers  made  our 
prize. 

XXXII. 

Such  was  our  prince ;  yet  own'd  a  foul  above  125 
The  highcft  a6ls  it  could  produce  to  Ihow : 

Thus  poor  mechanic  arts  in  public  move, 
Whilft  the  deep  fecrets  beyond  pra6lice  go* 

XXXIII. 

Nor  dy'd  he  when  his  ebbing  fame  went  lefe 
But  when  frefh  laurels  courted  him  to  live  : 

Ver.  113.  He  made  ut freemen^  SfC^  We  may  be  faid  to  have 
been  made  freemen  of  the  Continent  by  the  taking  of  Dunkirki 
which  was  wreiled  from  the  Spaniards  by  the  united  forces  of 
France  and  England,  and  deliyered  up  to  the  latter  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  l658.  Db&  aiCK. 

Ver.  120.  Although  an  Alexander ^  SfC.'\  At  this  time  Alexaa* 
der  yil.  fat  in  the  papal  chain  Derrick* 
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He  feena'd  but  to  prevent  fome  new  fuccefs,  isi 
As  if  above  what  triampbs  earth  could  give. 

XXXIV. 

His  lateft  vi6);ories  ftill  thickeft  came. 

As  near  the  center  motion  doth  increafe ;  1^4 

'Till  be,  prefs'd  down  by  his  own  weighty  name. 
Did,  like  the  veftal,  under  fpoils  deceafe.  136 

XXXV. 

But  firft  the  ocean  as  a  tribute  fent 
The  giant  prince  of  all  her  watry  herd ; 

And  the  iile,  when  her  protecting  genius  went. 
Upon  his  obfequies  loud  fighs  conferred,    uu 

XXXVI. 

No  civil  broils  have  iince  his  death  arofe, 
But  fa6iion  now  by  habit  does  obey ; 

And  wars  have  that  refpe6t  for  his  repofe. 
As  winds  for  halcyons,  when  they  breed  at  fea. 

XXXVII. 

His  afhes  in  a  peaceful  urn  (hall  reft,  145 

His  name  a  great  example  ftands,  to  ihow, 


Ver.  135.  'TiU  he,  prefs'd  down  by  his  own  weighty  name,] 
Not  unlike  Livy,  who  defcribing  the  Progrefs  of  the  City  of 
Rome,  fays/'  Quae  ab  exiguis  perfeda  initiis,  eo  creverit  ut  jam 
magnitudine  laboret  fu4.  John  Warton. 

Ver.  145.  His  ajhes  in  a' peaeeftd  urn  Jkall  reji^  Our 
poet's  prophetical  capacity  here  failed,  for  we  read  in  the 
accurate  memoirs  of  the  Prote^torate-Houfe  of  Cromwell^ 
by  Mark  Noble,  F.S.A.  — ♦'He  was  elefted  Protcaor,  De- 
cember 12>  1653)  and  inaugurated  again  with  more  Aate, 
June  20,  l657 ;  and  died  peaceably  in  his  bed  (worn  out  by  ex* 
ceflive  fatigue  of  mind  und  body,  by  grief  in  domeftip  misfor- 
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How  ftrangely  high  endeavours  may  be  bled, 
Where  piety  and  valour  jointly  go. 

tunes,  and  his  load  of  debts),  at  his  palace  at  Whitehall,  upon 
his  aufpicious  September  3,  l658  ;  and  was  buried  with  more 
than  regal  pomp,  in  the  fepulchre  of  ourmonarchs,from  whence 
at  the  refloratioB,  his  body  was  dragged  to,  and  expofed  upon 
the  gallows  at  Tyburn,  the  trunk  thrown  into  a  hole  beneath  it, 
and  his  head  fct  upon  a  pole  at  Wefiminfter-Hall/'  Noble's  Me-* 
moirs,  vol,  I,  p.  145,  Joww  W^RTOif, 


ASTR^LA.  REDUX. 


A  POEM 

ON    TBS    HAPPY    KESTOSATION   AND   RETURN    OF    HIS 
SACRED    MAJESTY  CHARLES  II.  l660. 

JamrtdUdf  Virgo,  redeunt  Saiumia  regno,  Virg* 

The  lafl  great  age  foretold  by  facred  rhymes 
Renews  its  finifh'd  courfe ;  Saturnian  times 
Roll  round  again. 

JNOWwith  a  general  peace  the  world  was 

bleft, 
While  our's,  a  world  divided  from  the  reft, 
A  dreadful  quiet  felt,  and  worfer  far 
Than  arms,  a  fullen  interval  of  war : 
Thus  when  black  clouds  draw  down  the  labVing 

ikies,  5 

Ere  yet  abroad  the  winged  thunder  flies, 

Ver.  1.  Now  with  a  general]  WaUer,  as  well  as  Diyden, 
altered  his  fentimeDts,  and  changed  his  notes,  on  the  Reftoratioo; 
and  when  the  King  hinted  to  him  the  inferiority  of  his  fecond 
poem  to  the  former,  anfwered, ''  Poets,  Sir,  fucceed  better  in  fic- 
tion than  in  truth."  What  notice  Charles  took  of  Dryden's 
Aftrsea  we  are  ignorant.  Dr.  J.  Wartov. 
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An  horrid  (lillnefs  firft  invades  the  ear, 
And  in  that  iilence  we  the  tempeft  fear. 
The  ambitious  Swede,  Uke  reftlefs  billows  toft. 
On  this  hand  gaining  what  on  that  he  loft,      lo 
Though  in  his  life  he  blood  and  ruin  breath'd. 
To  his  now  guidelefs  kingdom  peace  bequeathed. 
And  heaven,  that  feem'd  regardlefs  of  our  fate^ 
For  France  and  Spain  did  miracles  create ; 
Such  mortal  quarrels  to  compofe  in  peace,      i5 
As  nature  bred,  and  intereft  did  increafe. 
We  (igh'd  to  hear  the  fair  Iberian  bride 
Muft  grow  a  lily  to  the  lily's  fide. 
While  our  crofs  ftars  deny'd  us  Charles  his  bed. 
Whom  our  firft  flames  and  virgin  love  did  wed, 

Ver.  7.    An  horrid  filence  Jirji  invades  the  ear  J     Sec  Thomp- 
ft>D's  impending  ftorm  in  Summer,  v«  lll6. 

"      '     ■  A  boding  JUence  reigns. 
Dread  thro'  tbe  dun  expanfe ;  fave  tbe  dull  found 
That  from  the  mountain,  previous  to  the  stormy 
Rolls  o'er  the  muttering  earth,  diAurbs  the  Aood, 
And  fliakes  tbe  foreft-leaf  without  a  breath.'^ 

JOHV   Wil&TON, 

Ibid,  jin  horrid ftiUnefi  Jirfi  invades  the  ear^ 

And  in  that  filence  xce  the  tempeftfearJ]  This  diftich 
was  laid  hold  of  by  the  wits  of  the  times,  and  among  achefs  by 
Capt*  Alexander  Radcliff,  in  his  news  from  Hell,  wl^o  ridicules 
il  thus : 

*^  L&ure«tf  who  was  both  learnM  and  florid, 

"  Was  damn'd  long  fmce  for  Jilence  horrid : 

^'  Nor  had  there  been  fuch  clutter  made, 

**  But  that  this  JUenee  did  invade  : 

^*  Invade  /  and  ^'t  might  well, — that's  clear  : 

"  But  what  did  i(  invade  f        an.  car  *        Derbick* 

Ver.  19.    -*—  denfd  us  Charles  his  bed,J    Original  edition, 

TODP. 
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For  his  long  abfence  church  and  ftate  did  groan ; 
Madnefs  the  pulpit,  fa6iion  feiz'd  the  throne : 
Experienced  age  in  deep  defpair  was  loft. 
To  fee  the  rebel  thrire,  the  loyal  croft :  24 

Youth,  that  with  joys  had  unacquainted  been. 
Envy 'd  gray  hairs  that  once  good  days  had  feen: 
We  thought  our  fires,  not  with  their  own  con* 

tent, 
Had  ere  we  came  to  age,  our  portion  fpent. 
Nor  could  our  nobles  hope  their  bold  attempt. 
Who  ruined  crowns  would  coronets  exempt     30 
For  when  by  their  defigning  leaders  taught 
To  ftrike  at  powV  which  for   themfelves  they 

fought. 
The  vnlgar,  gulFd  into  rebellion,  arm'd ; 
Their  blood  to  a6bion  by  the  prize  was  warm'd* 
The  facred  purple  then  and  fcarlet  gown,        ss 
Like  fanguine  dye,  to  elephants  was  (hewn. 
Thus  when  the  bold  Typhceus  fcal'd  the  Iky, 
And  forced  great  Jove  from  his  own  heav'n  to 

Ver.  2$.  Mminefi  the  pulpUj]  From  tkc  numerous  fermons 
preached  before  the  Parliament,  particularly  from  1640  to  1650, 
a  variety  of  curious  examples  might  be  adduced  to  prove  the 
juftnefs  of  Dryden's  alfertion.  And  who  can  wonder  at  this 
fdlertion,  when  he  is  told  that  notifications  of  the  fbUowing  kind 
were  affixed  on  walls  and  door-pods :  ^*  On  fuch  a  day  mch  a 
brewer^s  clerk  fxerci/eth  ;  fuch  a  taylor  exyoundefh  ;  fuch  a  water* 
man  teacheth  /"  See  the  Preface  to  Fealley's  Dippers  Dipt^ 
4to«  l647*  For  a  minute  account  of  the  ravings  and  rantings 
of  many  of  the  preachers  before  the  Parliament,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  a  coliedion  of  extrads  from  their  difcoarfcs>  antitled 
Pvaneelium  drmatum^  printed  foon  after  the  Relloration  of  Kiag 
C^^rles  IL  Todd. 
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(What  king,  what  crown  from  treafon's  reach 

is  free, 
If  Jove  and  Heav'n  can  violated  be  ?)  40 

The  lefler  gods,  that  fhar'd  his  profperous  date, 
All  fuffer'd  in  the  exil'd  Thunderer's  fate. 
The  rabble  now  fuch  freedom  did  enjoy. 
As  winds  at  fea,  that  ufe  it  to  deftroy : 
Blind  as  the  Cyt^lop,  and  as  wild  as  he,  45 

They  ownM  a  lawlefs  favage  liberty. 
Like  that  our  painted  anceftors  fo  prized. 
Ere  empire's  arts  their  breads  had  civiliz'd. 
How  great  were  then  our  Charles  his  woes,  who 

thus 
Was  forced  to  fufFer  for  himfelf  and  us  f  6o 

He,  tofs'd  by  fate,  and  hurry*d  up  and  down. 
Heir  to  his  £sither\s  forrows,  with  his  crown, 
Could  tafte  no  fweets  of  youth's  deiired  age  ; 
JBut  found  his  life  too  true  a  pilgrimage^ 
Unconquer'd  yet  in  that  forlorn  eftate,  55 

His  manly  courage  overcame  his  fate. 
His  wounds  he  took,  like  Romans,  on  his  bread. 
Which  by  his  virtue  were  with  laurels  dreft. 

Ver.  46,  The^  avm'd  a  lawlefs]  "  Perhaps,''  fays  Swift,  Vol.  x, 
p.  188,  "  in  my  own  thoughts,  I  prefer  a  well-inftituted  com- 
mon-wealth before  a  monarchy ;  and  I  know  feveral  others  of  the 
fame  opinion.  Now,  if  on  this  pretence  I  ihould  infill  on  liberty 
of  confcience,  form  conventicles  of  republicans,  and  print  books, 
preferring  that  fort  of  government,  and  condemning  what  is 
eilabliftiedy  the  magiftrate  would  with  great  juAice  hang  me  and 
my  difciples.*'  Dr.  J.  Wakton. 

Ver.  49.  Haw  great  were  then  our  Charles  his  'woes^']  Original 
edition,  and  rightly  fo  printed  for  the  fake  of  the  metre. 

Todd. 

Ver.  57.    His  wounds  ic  to9k,  like  Romans,  on  his  breast,]    My 
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As  fouls  reach  heaveo  while  yet  in  bodies  pent. 
So  did  he  live  above  his  baniihment.  60 

That  fun,  which  we  beheld  with  cozen'd  eyes 
Within  the  water,  mov'd  along  the  (kies. 
How  eaiy  'tis,  when  defiiny  proves  kind. 
With  fuU-fprcad  fails  to  run  before  the  wind  ! 
But  thofe  that  'gainft  (lifFgales  laveering  go,  65 
Mud  be  at  once  refolv'd  and  fkilful  too* 

reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  \\rith  the  following  citation  from 
iElian's  Various  Hiflory,  1.  12,  cap.  21.  "  The  matrons  of 
LacedaemoD,  when  they  received  the  news  that  their  fons  were 
flain  in  battle,  were  accuftomed  to  go  forth  to  infpedl  their 
wounds,  both  before  and  behind ;  and  when  they  found  the 
greater  number  was  before,  they  conducted  the  bodies  of  their 
children  to  the  monuments  of  their  anccllors  with  great  folem- 
nity,  and  a  kind  of  flern  pride  in  their  countenances  ;  but  if  they 
perceived  any  wounds  behind,  weeping  and  blufhing  for  (hame, 
they  departed  with  the  utmoft  fecrecy,  leaving  the  dead  bodies 
to  be  interred  in  the  common  fepulchre,  or  carried  them  away 
by  ftealth  to  be  privately  buried  at  home." 

To  which  we  may  add  thefe  fpirited  lines  of  Tyrtaeus,  fo  pecu* 
liarly  applicable  at  this  important  jundure. 

Afv  Ti  xAft  Jietaq  xa^  nccutif  tvxXiio'et^ 

ApyoAitf  ^  vo^v  va^a  xfxii^t  woAk* 

Now  fall'n,  the  nobleil  of  the  van,  he  dies ! 

His  city  by  the  beauteous  death  renown'd ; 
His  low*bent  father  marking,  where  he  lies, 

The  (hield,  the  breaft-plate,  hackt  by  many  a  wound. 

The  young,  the  old,  alike  commingling  tears, 
His  country's  heavy  grief  bedews  the  grave ; 
And  all  his  race  in  verdant  ludre  wears 
Fame's  richeft  wreath,  tranfraitted  from  the  brave. 

Polwhele's  Tranflation. 
John  Warton. 
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He  would  not^  like  foft  Otbo^  hope  pretenti 
But  ftay'd  and  fuffer'd  fortune  to  repent. 
Tbefe  virtues  Galba  in  a  ftranger  (bughti 
And  Pifo  to  adopted  empire  brought*  70 

How  (hall  I  then  my  doubtful  thoughts  exprefs^ 
Tbat  muft  his  fufiSsrings  both  regret  and  blefs  ? 
For  when  his  early  valour  Heav'n  had  croft ; 
And  all  at  Worcefler  but  the  honour  loft ; 
Forc*d  into  exile  from  his  rightful  throne,       7s 
He  made  all  countries  where  he  came  his  own  } 
And  viewing  monarchs'  fecret  arts  of  fway, 
A  royal  fa£tor  for  his  kingdoms  lay« 
Thus  banifh'd  David  fpent  abroad  his  time^ 
When  to  be  God's  anointed  was  his  crime ;    so 
And  when  reftor'd,  made  his  proud  neighbours 

rue 
Thofe  choice  remarks  he  from  his  travels  drew. 
Nor  is  he  only  by  affliftions  fliown 
To  conquer  others  realftis,  but  rule  his  own : 
Recovering  hardly  what  he  loft  before,  85 

His  right  endears  it  much ;  his  purchafe  more. 

Ver.   7S.     J  royal  fador  for  his  kingdoms  lay,"]     Original 
edition,  their  kingdoms.  Todd. 

Ver.  86.  His  right  endears]  "  It  is  remarkable/'  fays  Algwrotti^ 
^'  that  no  great  people  is  governed  by  £unilies  that  have  been  ori- 
ginally natives.  China  is  governed  by  Tartars  ;  the  Euphrates, 
the  Nile,  Orontes,  Greece,  Epirus,  by  Turks.  It  is  not  an 
Englifh  race  that  governs  England ;  it  is  a  German  family  that 
has  fuccecded  a  Dutch  prince ;  he  fucceeded  a  Scotch  family, 
which  had  fucceeded  a  family  of  Anjou,  which  had  fucceeded 
a  Korman  family,  which  had  driven  away  a  Saxon  family." 

Dr.  J,  Wabtok# 
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Inured  to  fuller  ere  he  came  to  reign. 

No  rafli  procedure  will  his  aflions  (lain  : 

To  buiineis  ripened  by  digeftive  thought. 

His  future  rule  is  into  method  brought :  90 

As  they  who  firft  proportion  underfland. 

With  Gafy  pradiice  reach  a  mafter  s  hand. 

Well  might  the  ancient  poets  then  confer 

On  Night  the  honoured  name  ofCounfeller,  94 

Since  ftruck  ^h  rays  of  profperous  fortunt 

blind, 
We  iiglit  alone  in  dark  afflictions  find. 
In  fuch  adverfities  to  fcepters  train'd. 
The  name  of  Great  his  famous  grandfire  gained ; 
Who  yet  a  king  alone  in  name  and  right,       99 
With  hunger,  cold,  and  angry  Jove  did  fight; 
Shocked  by  a  Covenanting  League  s  vaft  powers. 
As  holy  and  as  catholic  as  our's : 
Till  fortune's  fruitlefe  fpile  had  made  it  known. 
Her  blows  not  fiiook  but  riveted  bis  throne. 

Some  lazy  ages,  lost  in  fleep  and  eafe,       105 
No  a€tion  leave  to  buiy  chronicles : 
Such,  vihoik  fupine  felicity  but  makes 
In  ftory  chafms,  in  epoches  miftakes ; 
O'er  whom  Time  gently  (hakes   his   wings  of 

down, 
Till  with  his  filent  fickle  they  are  mown. 

Ver.  101.  Shock'dby  a  Covenanting  League.}     Original  edit. 

Todd. 

Ver*  JOS.  ■         «i  epoches  tnifiakei'i]    Original  edition. 

Todd, 


■^ 
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Such  is  not  Charles  his  too  too  a6liveag«^ 
Which,  govern'd  by  the  wild  diftemper'd  rage 
Of  fome  black  (lar  infe&ing  all  the  fkies, 
Made  him  at  his  own  cod  Hke  Adam  wife. 
Tremble  ye  nations,  who  fecure  before,         115 
Laughed  at  thofe  arms  that  ^gainft  our  felves  we 

bore ; 
Rouz'd  by  the  lafh  of  his  own  (lubborn  tail^ 
Our  lion  now  will  foreign  foes  aflail. 
With  alga  who  the  facred  altar  flrews  ? 
To  all  the  fea-gods  Charles  an  ofiering  owes : 


Ver.  111.  Charles  his  too  too  a&iVe  age,]  Original  edition. 
Derrick  prints 

"  Such  is  not  CharM  too  too  adive  age/ 
See  alfo  before,  vcr.  49*  Too  too  afUve  age,  was  an  ancient 
forroulaiy.      So  in  H.  Parrot's  Springes  for  Woodcocks^  12mo< 
Lond.  1613,  Epigram  133,  Lib.  1. 

"  tis  knowne  her  ielling's  too  too  evil).'' 

And  even  in  profe,  as  in  Penri's  Exhortation  tmto  the  Gouer- 
nours,  SfC,  of  Wales,  1588,  p.  51.  *'  The  cafe  is  too  too  roauifeft*" 
Too  too  for  exceeding  is  alfo  ufed  in  the  Lancafliire  dialed.  I 
venture  to  add  part  of  P.  Fletcher's  well-drawn  charader  of  Laf* 
civioufnefs  perfonified,  Furp,  Jfi.  edit.  l633,  p.  90. 

"  Broad  were  his  jefts,  wilde  his  uncivil  fport ; 

^'  His  fafliion  too  too  fond,  and  loofly  light : 

'*  A  long  love-lock  on  his  left  ihoulder  plight, 

'^  Like  to  a  woman's  hair,  well  ihew'd  a  woman's  fprite/' 

TOBD. 

Ver.  115.    \9ho  fecure  beforCfl    Original  edition. 

Todd. 

Ver.  117*  Rouz*d  by  the  Iqfh  of  his  own  Jlubbom  tatQ  An 
Homeric  fimile.  Johx  Waetok. 

Ver.  1 19-     With  alga  who  the  sacred  altars  strews  f 

To  all  thefea-gods  Charles  an  offering  owes : 
A  bull  to  thee^  Fortunus,  shall  bejlain^ 
A  lamb  to  you,  ye  tempefts  of  the  mam :  ] 

He  had  not  yet  learned,  indeed  he  never  learned  well,  to 


99 
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A  bult  to  thee,  Portunus^  fhall  be  flairi,       121 
A  latnb  to  you,  ye  tempefts  of  the  main  : 
For  thofe  loud  ftorms  that  did  againft  him  roafj 
Have  caft  his  fliipwreck'd  veflel  on  the  fliore. 
Yet  as  wife  artifts  mix  their  colours  {0.  125 

That  by  degrees  they  from  each  other  go ; 
JBlack  lieals   unheeded  from  the  neighboring 

white. 
Without  offending  the  well-cozen'd  fight : 
So  on  us  dole  our  bleiTed  change ;   while  we  129 
The  effect  did  feel,  but  fcarce  the  manner  fee. 
Frofts  that  conftrain  the  ground ^  and  birth  deny 
To  flowVs  that  in  its  womb  expeding  lie. 
Do  feldom  their  ufurping  pow'r  withdraw^ 
But  raging  floods  purfue  their  hafty  thaw. 
Our  thaw  was  mild,  the  cold  not  chas'd  away, 
But  loft  in  kindly  heat  of  lengthned  day^       135 
Heaven  would  no  bargain  for  its  bleflings  drive, 
But  what  we  could  not  pay  for,  freely  give* 
The  Prince  of  peace  would  like  himfelf  confer 
A  gift  unhop^d^  without  the  price  of  war :       uo 
Yet,  as  he  knew  his  bleffmg's  worth,  took  care, 
That  we  fhould  know  it  by  repeated  pray'r ; 

forbear  the  impropfcr  life  of  mythology.  After  having  thus  re- 
warded the  heathen  deities  for  their  care^  he  tells  us  in  the  Ian*- 
guage  of  religion, 

Prayer  ftorm'd  the  Ikies,  and  ravifhi'd  Charles  from  thence. 
As  Heav'n  itfclf  is  took  by  violence.  Juhnson'. 

VOL    I.  D 
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Which  ftortn'd  the  fkies^  and  ravifliM  Charles 

from  tbencef 
As  heaven  itfelf  is  took  by  violence* 
Booth's  forward  valour  only  ferv*d  to  (how,  145 
He  durft  that  duty  pay  we  all  did  owe : 
The  attempt  was  fair;  but  heaven  s  prefixed  hour 
Kot  come :  fo  like  the  watchful  traveller 
That  by  the  moon's  miftaken  light  did  rife, 
JLay  down  again^  and  clos'd  his  weary  eyes.  i5d 
^Twas  Monk,    whom  Providence  defignM  to 

loofe 
Thofe  real  bonds  &lfe  freedom  did  impofe« 

Ver.  145«  Soothes  forward  talouTy  &c.]  In  1659^  Sir  6eorge 
Booth  affcmbled  a  confiderabie  body  of  men  for  the  king's  fer* 
▼ice  in  Chefhire,  and  poflelfed  himfclf  of  Chcftcr,  Chick-caftle, 
and  feveral  other  places,  being  joined  by  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Lord 
Kilmurray,  Sir  Thomas  Middleton,  Major-general  Egerton,  with 
other  loyal  gentlemen,  who  encountering  with  Lambert,  general 
of  the  parliament's  forces,  were  entirely  routed  at  Winnington* 
bridge,  near  Northwich,  in  CheOiire,  and  mod  of  the  principal 
people  made  prifoncrs.  Dsraick. 

Ver.  151.  'Twaa  Monk^  &€.]  General  George  Monk  kadi 
the  command  of  the  parliament's  army  in  Scotland  at  tbe  death 
of  Cromwell,  whofe  fon  Richard  he  caufed  to  be  proclaimed  Pro* 
ie€tor,  in  compliance  with  their  order.  He  (hortly  afterwards 
inarched  with  his  forces  towards  London,  where  he  managed 
matters  fo  well  as  to  bring  about  tbe  raftoration  of  the  kinf^ 
without  the  leaA  bloodflied ;  for  which  good  iiervice  he  honoured 
him  with  the  order  of  the  garter,  created  him  Duke  of  Albew 
marie,  &c.  &c.  on  account  of  his  being  defcended  on  the  mo* 
ther's  fide  from  Richard  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Albemarle  and 
Warwick. 

In  1666  he  was  united  with  the  Dukeof  York,  in  command  of 
the  fleet  that  was  fent  againft  the  Dutch.  A  dropfy  carrier!  h»A 
out  of  the  world  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  16799  &g^<l  feventy* 
one  years.  His  air  was  majeftic,  his  countenance  grave ;  he  was 
equal  in  his  proceedings;  folid,  and  intrepid  in  his  condoA.  He 
Kept  the  army  under  ltri£^  difcipUnc,  and  fet  a  noble  ^r^mj^  of 
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The  bleiTed    faints  that  watch'd  this  turning 

ibene. 
Did  from  their  fiafs  with  joyful  wonder  lean. 
To  fee  foiall  clues  draw  vafteft  weights  along. 
Not  in  their  bulk  but  in  their  order  ftrong.    isff 
Thus  pencils  can  by  one  flight  touch  reftore. 
Smiles  to  that  changed  face  that  wept  before. 
With  eafe  fuch  fond  chimseras  we  purfue. 
As  fancy  frames  for  fancy  to  fubdue :  ifio 

But  when  ourfelves  to  a6lion  we  betake,   ' 
It  fliuns  the  mint  like  gold  that  chemifls  make. 
How  hard  was  then  his  talk !  at  once  to, be 
What  in  the  body  natural  we  fee  I 

virtue  to  his  foldiers,  being  an  enemy  to  dninkennefs,  blafphemjr, 
and  incontinence.  Deruick. 

The  indefatigable  perfeverance,  the  impenetrable  fecrecy,  the 
art  of  feizing  the  proper  moment  for  action,  enabled  Mofick  to 
bring  about  the  important  event  of  the  Refloration.  Me  would 
not  trull  his  own  brother  with  his  defign,  when  Sir  R.  GrenvillQ 
came  to  confult  him  on  the  fubjed.  Not  that  any  abilities 
alone  could  pofSbly  have  given  him  fuccefs,  if  the  whole  nation, 
tired  and  difgufted  with  the  abfurdities  and  the  tyrannies  of  their 
rulers,  had  not  been  ripe  for  a  change,  and  united  in  a  wifti  to 
recal  the  heir  to  the  crown ;  fo  that  Monck  in  reality,  accord* 
ing  to  Mr.  Walpole,  only  furnilhed  a  hand  to  the  heart  of  the 
nation.  Yet  this  general  muft  have  been  a  man  of  greater  U^ 
lents  than  are  ufually  fuppofed.  After  his  death,  a  thin  folio 
vohime  was  publiflicd,  entitled,  <^Obfervations  on  Military  and 
Political  Affairs,''  written  by  the  moil  Honourable  George  Duke 
of  Albemarle.  He  married  a  blackfmith's  daughter,  a  woman 
of  ftrong  fenfe,  who  governed  her  hufband  as  Sarah  Duchefs  of 
Marlborough  did  the  Duke,  and  who  is  faid  to  have  been  inftru- 
mental  in  promoting  the  Redoratron.  Dr.  Johnfon  fays,  this 
paflage  down  to  verf^  17$9  contains  a  cluflcr  of  thoughts  uli- 
allied  to  each  otheri  not  to  be  eliewhere  eafily  found. 

Dr.  J.  Wabton« 
1)2 
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Man's  architeO:  diftin6lly  did  ordain  165 

The  charge  of  mufcles,  nerves,  and  of  the  brain. 
Through  viewlefs  conduits  fpirits  todifpenfe  ; 
The  fprings  of  motion  from  the  feat  of  fenfe. 
'Twas  not  the  hafty  produ6l  of  a  day, 
But  the  well-ripen*d  fruit  of  wife  delay.  170 

He,  like  a  patient  angler,  ere  he  ftrook, 
Would  let  him  play  awhile  upon  the  hook. 
Our  healthful  food  the  ftomach  labours  thus. 
At  firft  embracing  what  it  ftraight  doth  crufti. 
Wife  leaches  will  not  vain  receipts  obtrude,    175 
While  growing  pains  pronounce  the  humours 

crude : 
Deaf  to  complaints  they  wait  upon  the  ill, 
'Till  fome  fafe  crifis  authorize  their  fkill. 
Nor  could  his  afts  too  clofe  a  vizard  wear. 
To  Tcape  their  eyes  whom  guilt  had  taught  to 

fear,  iso 

And  guard  with  caution  that  polluted  neft. 
Whence  Legion  twice  before  was  difpofleft : 
Once  facred  houfe ;  which  when   they   enter'd 

in, 
They  thought  the  place  could  fanflify  a  fin ; 
Like  thofe  that  vainly  hop'd  kind  heav'n  would 

wink,  185 

While  to  excefson  martyrs'  tomb^  they  drink/ 

Ver.  IS6.  While  to  excefs  on  martyrs  tombsy  &c,]  This  paf- 
fage  feems  to  allude  to  the  extravagancies  that  are  often  com- 
mitted by  the  vulgar  Romaa  Catholics  upon  their  pilgrimaging 
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And  as  devouter  Turks  firft  warn  their  fouls 
To  part,  before  they  tafte  forbidden  bowls : 
So  thefe,  when  their  black  crimes  they    went 

about, 
Firft  timely  charmed    their  ufelefs   confcience 

out.  190 

Religion's  name  againft  itfelf  was  made  ; 
The  (hadow  ferv'd  the  fubftance  to  invade : 
Like  zealous  miffions,  they  did  care  pretend 
Of  fouls  in  {hew,  but  made  the  gold  their  end. 
Th'  incenfed  powVs  beheld  with  fcorn  from  high 
An  heaven  fo  far  diftant  from  the  fky,  196 

Which  durft,  with  horfes'  hoofs  that  beat  the 

ground, 
And  martial  brafs,  belythe  thunder's  found. 
'Twas  bonce  at  length  juft  vengeance  thought  it 

fit, 
To  fpeed  their  ruin  by  their  impious  wit.        ?oo 
Thus  Sfor^a,  curs'd  with  a  too  fertile  brain, 
Loft  by  his  wiles  the  pow'r  his  wit  did  gain. 
Henceforth  their  fougue  ipqft  fpend  ^t  leffer 

rate, 
Than  in  its  flames  to  wrap  a  nation's  fate, 

to  the  tombs  of  faints,  where,  after  having  performed  tlici 
AfVted  devotions,  they  too  often  launch  into  the  mod  blamcable 
exceifes,  as  if  they  imagined  they  had  pow  fully  expiated  their 
forqier  o^enccs,  i^nd  were  at  liberty  to  begin  a  ucsv  reckoning. 

Dehuiciv. 
Ver.  187.  Andoi  devouier  Turks,  ^^O  The  Khoran  having 
prohibited  theufe  of  wine,  when  ^  Turk  h^s  a  mind  10  indulge 
hirafelf  with  the  juice  of  the  grape,  he  warns  his  fowl  to  retire 
to  fome  fafe  corner  of  his  body,  where  it  may  bi*  fecurcd  from 
the  contamination,  and'  confequently  not  liable  %o  the  puniflu 
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Suffered  to  live,  they  are  like  Helots  (et^       204 
A  virtuous  fliame  within  us  to  beget 
For  by  example  raoft  we  fma'd  before. 
And  glafs-like  clearnefs  mix'd  with  frailty  bore, 
3ut  fincc  reformed  by  what  we  did  amifs. 
We  by  our  fuff'rings  learq  to  priase  our  blifs ; 
Jiike  early  lovers,  whofe  unpra6lis'd  hearts     211 
Were  long  the  may-game  of  malicious  arts, 
When  once  they  find  their  jealouQes  were  vain, 
With  double  heat  renew  their  fires  again*      2u 
^Twas  this  produced  the  joy  that  hurry 'd  o  er 
Such  fwarms  of  Englifli  to  the  neighboring  fhore. 
To  fetch  that  prize,  by  which  Bata via  made 
So  rich  amends  for  our  impoverifh'd  trade/ 
Oh  had  you  feen  from  Schevelin's  barren  (hore, 
(Crowded  with  troops,     and  barren  now  no 
more,)  220 

Vcr.  205.    =r  they  are  like  Helqts,  &c.]     The  Spartans, 

to  deter  their  youth  from  intcnjpcrancc,  expofed  their  flaves» 
whom  they  called  Helots,  intoxicated  with  liquor,  as  public 
obje6ls  of  derifion.  They  were  called  Helots  from  Helos,  a 
Laconian  town,  which  being  taken  by  the  Spartans,  they  made 
all  the  inhabitants  prifoners  of  war,  ^nd  reduced  them  to  the 
condition  of  Haves.  Oerrick* 

Ver.  207.    For  by  example  mq/l  xoejimt'd  be/ore^ 

And  gla/s-like  cUamefs  mix'd  with  frailty  bore,'] 

This  is  another  conceit  too  curious  to  be  on^it^ed  without 
ccnfurc.     Johnfon,  Life  of  Dryden,  p.  133. 

JOHW  WARTOlt. 

Ver.  215.]  To  Drydep's  flattery  to  Charles  II.  reftored,  we 
may  apply  the  words  of  Tacitus :— "  Laetantis,  ut  fermfe  ad 
Jiova  Imporia,  ut  gratiam  virefque  apud  norvum  principem  pa- 
raret.*'    Tacit,  iii.  John  VVarton. 
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^ffli6ied  Holland  to  his  farewell  bring 

True  forrow^  Holland  to  regret  a  king ! 

While  waiting  him  his  royal  fleet  did  ride. 

And  willing  winds  to  their  lowVd  fails  deny'd. 

The  wav'ring  dreamers,  flags,  and  ftandart  out,^ 

The  merry  feamen's  rude  but  chearful  (bout ;  2^6 

And  lad  the  cannons'  voice  that  ihook  the  fkies. 

And,  as  it  fares  in  fudden  ecftafies, 

At  once  bereft  us  both  of  ears  and  eyes. 

The  Nafeby,  now  no  longer  England's  ftiame. 

But  better  to  be  loft  in  Charles  his  name,    231 

(Like  fome  unequal  bride  in  nobler  (heets) 

Receives  her  lord :  the  joyful  London  meets 

The  princely  York,  himfelf  alone  a  freight ;  23* 

The  Swift- fure  groans  beneath  great  Glofter^s 
weight : 

Secure  as  when  the  halcyon  breeds,  with  thefe. 

He  that  was  born  to  drown  might  crofs  the  feas. 

Heav'n  could  not  own  »  Providence  and  take 

The  wealth  three  nations  ventured  at  a  ftake. 


Ver.  224.     Jnd  y^UUng  t^lnds  iQ  their  }ow>d  fuiis  denfd.1 
Original  editipn.  Todd. 

Vcr,  225. flags  (mi  (iHndarl  aiU,]     Qrigtnal  edition. 

Todd, 
Ver.  231.  -. Charles  his  namey]    Original  editioHt 

Todd. 

Vcr.  235,   The  Sjcift-gure  groans  beneath  great  Olqfier^t  toeighi :] 
From  Virgil : 

— r fimul  accipit  alvco 

Ingentem  ^ne^rn,  gcrouit  Aib  pondcrc  cymba 
tiutUis.  ^neid.  vi.  41 2. 

JoiiK  Wawoh. 
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The  fame  indulgence  Charles  his  voyage  blefs'd, 
Which  in  his  right  had  miracles  confefs'd.     241 
The  winds  that  never  moderation  knew^ 
Afraid  to  blow  too  much,  too  faintly  blew : 
Or  out  of  breath  with  joy,  could  pot  enlarge 
Their  ftraightned  lungs,  or   coufcious  of  their 
charge,  245 

The  Britifh  Amphitrite,  fmooth  and  clear, 
In  richer  azure  never  did  appe^^r  ; 
Proud  her  returning  Prince  to  entertaiq 
With  the  fubmitted  fafces  of  the  ipain, 

AND  welcome  now,  great  monarch,  to  your 
own ;  250 

Behold  th* approaching  clifts  of  Albion  : 

Ver.  242.  7V/P  winds  that  never  moderation  knewj 

Afraid  to  blow  too  muc/i,  too  faintly  blew : 
Or,  out  (f  breath  with  Joy ,  could  not  enlarge 
Tivirjiraightcn'd  lungs,  or  confcious  of  their  charge,'\ 
How  far  he  \va:»  yet  irom  thinking  it  noceflary  to  found  his 
fentiments  on  nature,   appears  from  the  extra v^aiice  of  his  fic- 
tions and  hyperboles.    Johnson,  p.  133. 

JoHU  Warton. 

Ver.  244.     Or  out  of  breath]     Can  Drydcn  have  written  so 
contemptible  aline  ?  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  246".     The  Britijh  Amphitrite,  fmooth  and  clear^ 

In  richer  azut  e  never  did  appear ;] 
f  lere  he  has  his  cyt  on  his  favourfte  Virgil,  i£neid,  lib.  viii, 
line  86. 

Thybfis  e4  fluvium,  quain  longa  eft,  no^  (umcntem 
Lcniii,  et  taciti  reflucns  ita  fubftitit  undi, 
MitTs  ut  in  mo  rem  (lagni  placidqeque  paludis 
Sterneret  aequor  aquis,  remo  ut  ludamen  abe0*ot. 

John  WARTeifl^. 

•  •         ««   • 

Ver.  250.     And  welcome  now,]     "  Charles  might  have  been 
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It  is  no  longer  motion  cheats  your  view, 
As  you  meet  it,  the  land  approacheth  you. 

redored  on  any  terms,  ov  under  any  limitations.  Inflead  of  this, 
he  came  in  atmofl  without  conditions,  (ie  obtained  the  rnoft 
unlimited  confidence,  before  he  bad  taken  oneilep  to  deij^rvc  it ; 
and  he  lived  to  acquire  as  abfolute  an  authority  as  his  unhappy 
father  had  ever  pofleired — he  lived  to  govern  without  Pariia« 
ments.  To  point  out  particularly  what  might  have  been,  or 
ought  to  have  been  done  on  this  occafion,  might  be  an  invidi- 
ous taflc,  and  would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  this  difoourfe.  But 
raoft  certainly  our  anceftors  (hould  not  have  been  content  with 
lefs  than  was  a^ually  obtained  in  a  later  period ;  /hould  have 
.attempted  at  leall  to  prevent  a  return  of  the  calamities  they  had 
fufFered  ;  and  to  form  an  eftablifliment,  which  might  fecure  them 
in  the  mod  effcdtual  manner  both  from  tyranny  and  faction.  By 
negled>ing  to  obtain  this  fccurity,  the  men  who  placed  Charles 
on  the  throne,  expofed  both  church  and  (late  to  the  utmoft 
ganger.  The  returning  monarch,  void  of  every  religious  and 
every  moral  principle,  was  ready  to  facrifice  the  fate  of  £urop<i 
to  the  caprice  or  the  cunning  of  a  roiflrefs  ;  and  Audied  to  fub- 
vert  the  liberties  of  his  people,  not  from  any  reputable  principle 
of  ambition  or  honour,  but  that  he  might,  without  difficulty,  and 
withovkt  oppofition,  employ  the  hands  and  purfcs  of  his  loving 
fubjeAs  in  minillering  to  his  royal  pleafurcs.  It  was  not  indeed 
long  before  his  fubjeds  were  awakened  from  their  dream  of  hap- 
pinefs,  but  it  had  like  to  have  been  too  late.  Never  was  the 
whole  machinery  of  oppofition  put  in  motion  with  more  art  and 
^ddrefs,  and  (to  fay  the  truth)  \vith  lefs  rellraint  from  principles 
of  juftice  and  honour.  Yet  all  this  was  found  too  little.  Charles^ 
though  obliged  to  give  way  for  a  time,  was  able  at  laft  to  fur- 
mount  the  utmofl  efforts  of  his  enemies ;  and  had  either  his  life 
been  prolonged,  or  had  his  fuccelfor  trodden  in  the  fame  ileps, 
the  liberties  of  Bptain  were  no  more/' 

No  apology  fhall  be  made  for  the  length  of  this  pa0age,  fo 
pregnant  with  folid  fenfe  and  knowledge  of  the  true  conilitution 
Qf  Great  Britain,  which  is  taken  from  the  difcourfes  of  a  man 
far  above  the  narrow  views  of  any  party ;  of  an  enlarged  mind 
and  manly  fpirit,  enriched  with  a  variety  of  folid  learning,  which 
}ie  always  imparted  in  a  Ayle  pure  and  energetic.  Need  I  name 
Dr.  Balguy  ?  Dr.  J.  WARTO^^ 

YcT,  252.     Jt  is  no  longer  motion  cheats  your  vieWf 
As  you  meet  it^  the  land  approacheth  you^ 
The  land  returnSy  and^  in  the  white  it  wearSf 
Thf  marks  of  peititenct  and/orrow  bears,^ 
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The  land  returns^  and,  in  the  white  it  wears. 
The  marks  of  penitence  and  forrow  bears.      255 
But  you,wbofe  goodnefs  your  defcent  doth  (hew. 
Your  heav'nly  parentage  and  earthly  too  ; 
By  that  fame   mildnefs,  which  your  &ther*3 

crown 
-Before  did  ravifti,  ftiall  fecure  your  own. 
Not  tied  to  rules  of  policy,  you  find,  26(1 

Revenge  lefs  fweet  than  a  forgiving  mind. 
Thus,  when  the  Almighty  would  to  Mofes  giva 
A  fight  of  all  he  could  behold  and  live ; 
A  voice  before  his  entry  did  proclaim  ?6* 

Long-fuffering,  goodnefs,  mercy,  in  his  name. 
Your  pow'r  to  juftice  doth  fubmit  your  caufe, 
Your  goodnefs  only  is  above  the  laws  ; 
Whofe  rigid  letter,  while  pronouncM  by  you, 
Is  fofter  made.     So  winds  that  tempefts  brew. 
When  through  Arabian  groves  they  take  their 

flight,  270 

Made  wanton  with  rich  odours,  lofe  their  fpite. 
And  as  thofe  lees,  that  trouble  it,  refine 
The  agitated  foul  of  generous  wine ; 
So  tears  of  joy,  for  your  returning,  fpilt, 
^Vork  out,  and  expiate  our  former  guilt,       275 


*'  I  know  not  whether  this  fancy,  however  little  bo  its  value, 
was  not  borrowed.  A  French  poet  read  to  Maiherbc  fome 
▼erfeSy  in  which  he  reprefents  France  as  rifing  out  of  its  place  tc 
receive  the  King.  *  Though  this/  faid  Ma)herbe»  *  was  in  my 
time,  I  do  not  remembfc-r  it,'  '*    ^ohufon, 

John  Wartok,. 
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Methinks  I  fee  thofe  crouds  on  Dover's  ftrand, 
WhO|  in  their  hade  to  welcome  you  to  land^ 
Cbok'd  up  the  beach  \vith  their   dill   growing 

(lore, 
And  made  a  wilder  torrent  on  the  (hore  : 
While,  fpurr'd  with  eager  thoughts  of  paft  de- 
light, 280 
Thofe,  who  bad  feen  you,  court  a  fecond  fight ; 

Ver.  281.  Thofe^  who  ha^femyou^  Among  the  many  cha-^ 
raders  drawn  of  t^is  prince,  that  given  us  b.v  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, who  knew  him  well,  feeros  to  be  Jrawn  with  accuracy 
apd  fpirit,  with  a  few  fprinklings  of  partiality. 

"  His  underAanding  was  quick  and  lively  in  little  things^  and 
fometimes  would  foar  high  enough  in  great  ones,  but  unable  to 
keep  it  up  with  any  long  attention  or  application.  Witty  in 
all  forts  of  converfation,  and  telling  a  (lory  fo  well,  that  not  out 
of  flattery^  but  for  the  pleafure  of  hearing  it,  we  ufed  to  feem 
ignorapt  of  what  he  had  repeated  to  us  ten  tiroes  before,  as  a 
good  comedy  wi)!  bear  the  bc'ing  fe^n  often.  Of  a  wonderful 
mixture,  lofms  all  his  time,  and,  till  of  late,  fetting  his  whole 
heart  on  the  \^\v  fex  ;  yet  neither  angry  with  rivals,  nor  in  the 
lead  nice  as  to  the  being  beloved ;  and  while  he  facrificed  all 
things  to  his  miiirefles,  he  would  ufe  to  grudge  and  be  uneaiy  at 
their  loHng  a  little  of  it  again  at  play,  though  never  fo  ueceflary 
for  their  diverfion  ;  nor  would  be  venture  five  pounds  at  tennis 
to  thofe  fervants,  who  might  obtain  as  many  thoufands,  cither 
before  he  came  thither,  or  as  foon  as  he  left  off.  Not  falfe  to  his 
word,  but  full  of  diflimulation,  and  very  adrMi  at  it ;  yet  no 
man  eaficr  to  be  impofed  on,  for  his  great  dexterity  was  in 
cozening  himfelf,  by  gaining  a  little  one  way,  while  it  coil  him 
ten  times  as  much  another ;  and  by  careifing  thofe  perfons  moil 
who  had  deluded  him  the  oftenclt,  and  yet  the  quickcft  in  the 
world  at  fpying  fuch  a  ridicule  in  another.  Familiar,  eafy,  and 
good-natured^  but  for  great  offences  fevere  and  inflexible  ;  alfo 
in  one  week's  abfence  quite  forgetting  thofe  fervants  to  whofe 
faces  he  could  fcarcely  deny  any  thing.  In  the  mid  ft  of  all  his 
rrmiflhefs,  fo  induftrious  and  indefatigable  on  fttme  particular 
occafions,  that  no  man  would  either  toil  longer,  or  be  able  to 
linage  it  better.  lie  was  fo  liberal  as  to  ruin  his  affairs  by  it ; 
,ipT  want  in  a  King  of  England  turns  things  juft  upfide  down, 
and  expofos  ^  phuce  to  his  people's  mcrt^y.    It  did  yet  worfe  in 
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Preventing  dill  your  fleps,  and  making  bade 
To  meet  you  often,  wherefo'er  you  palt. 
How  ihall  I  fpeak  of  that  triumphant  day. 
When  you  renewed  th'  expiring  pomp  of  May  ! 
(A  month  that  owns  an  interefl  in  your  name : 
You  and  the  flowVs  are  its  peculiar  claim.)    287 
Thatftar  that  at  your  birth  (bone  out  fo  bright, 
It  ftain'd  the  duller  fun's  meridian  light, 
Did  once  again  its  potent  fires  renew,  29f> 

Guiding  our  ^es  to  find  and  worfliip  you. 
And  now  Time's  whiter  feries  is  begun, 
Which  in  foft  centuries  (ball  fmoothly  run  : 
Tbpfe  clpuds,  that  overcaft  your  morn,   (liall 

flvt 
DifpeU'd  to  fartheft  corners  of  the  (ky,  295 

Our  nation  with  united  intereft  bleft, 

Not  now  content  to  poize,  (ball  fway  the  re% 

Abroad  your  empire  (ball  no  lioiits  know» 

But,  like  the  fea,  in  boundlefs  circles  flow, 

him,  for  it  forced  him  alfo  to  depend  en  his  great  neighbour  of 
France,  He  had  io  natural  an  averfion  to  all  formality,  that 
with  as  much  wit  as  moil  kings  ever  had^  and  with  as  majeilic 
a  mien,  yet  he  could  not  on  premeditation  a6t  the  part  of  n 
King  for  a  moment,  either  at  Parliament  or  Council,  either  in 
words  or  go  (lures,  whiqh  carried  him.  into  the  other  extreme, 
more  inconvenient  of  the  two,  of  letting  all  diflin^ion  and  cere- 
mony lall  to  the  ground  as  ufelefs  and  foppifh.  His  temper,  both 
of  body  and  mind,  was  admirable ;  which  made  him  an  cafy 
generous  lover,  a  civil  obliging  huijband,  a  friendly  brother,  au 
indulgent  father,  and  agoud-natured  mailer.  If  he  had  been  as' 
felicitous  about  improving  the  faculties  of  his  mind,  as  he  was 
iu  the  management  of  his  bodily  health,  though,  alas!  the  one 
proved  unable  to  make  his  life  lung,  the  other  had  npt  failed  ta 
have  made  it  famous/'  Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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Your  much-lov'd  fleet  (hall,  with  a  wide   com- 
mand, 300 
Beiiege  the  petty  monarchs  of  the  land : 
And  as  old  Time  his  offspring  fwallow'd  down. 
Our  ocean  in  its  depths  all  Teas  (hall  drown. 
Their  wealthy  trade  from  pirates^  rapine  free, 
Our  merchants  (hall  no  more  adventurers  be : 
Nor  in  the  fartheft  eaft  thofe  dangers  fear,   306 
Which  humble  Holland  muft  di(remble  here. 
Spain  to  your  gift  alone  her  Indies  owes ; 
For  what  the  powerful  takes  not  he  beftows: 
And  France,  that  did  an  exile's  prefence  fear. 
May  juftly  apprehend  you  ftill  too  near.       sii 
At  home  the  hateful  names  of  parties  ceafe. 
And  faftious  fouls  are  wearied  into  peace. 
The  difcontented  now  are  only  they, 
"Whofe  crimes  before  did  your  juft  caufe  betray : 
Of  thofe  your  edi6is  fome  reclaim  from  fins,  316 
But  moft  your  life  and  bleft  example  wins. 
Oh  happy  prince,  whom  heav'n  hath  taught  the 

way 
By  paying  vows  to  have  more  vows  to  pay  ! 
Oh  happy  age  I  Oh  times  like  thofe  alone,  320 
By  fate  referv'd  for  great  Augufius'  throne  ! 

Ver.  316.   yhwifinsj    Original  edition.    In  Derrick's 

edition, fivm  fin.  Todd. 

Ver.  317-    —  example  wins.]    Original  edition.     In  Der- 
rick's edition,  — —  example  win.  Todd. 

Ver.  320.    Oh  happ^  ag/t  /]    But  thefe  days  of  felicity  and 
joy  lafted  not  long.    Difcontents  arofe,  and  many  writers  againlt 
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When  the  joint  growth  of  arms  and  art  fbre« 

fhew 
The  world  a  monarchy  and  that  monarch  yon* 

the  Court  appeared^  Among  the  reft  was  a  man  of  a  great  fund 
of  wit  and  learning,  of  a  fevere  and  farcaftic  turn>  and  of  irre* 
proachable  life  and  converfation.  This  man  was  Andrew  Mar^^ 
telj  who  wrote  equally  well  in  profe  and  in  verfe.  Swift  has 
done  juftico  to  his  Rehearsal  tranfpofedi  from  which  in  truth 
Swift  born>wed  largely.  His  iatires  in  verfe  were  numerous, 
particularly,  To  the  King^  Noitradanmss  Prophecy,  Clarendon's 
Htnue-Warmia^i  Ro^al  Resolutions^  Dialogue  between  two  Horses^ 
Oceana  and  Bnttannta.  Though  he  certainly  cannot,  as  a  poet» 
be  in  general  compared  with  Dryden,  particularly  in  point  of 
numbers,  which  are  harfh  and  rough,  yet  in  all  thefe  pieces, 
ftrong  thinking,  and  ftrong  painting,  and  capital  (lrokeSt>f  fatire, 
appear.  The  (lory  6f  his  refuting  a  penfion,  offered  him  in  a 
polite  manner  by  Lord  Dan  by,  who  waited  on  him  in  perfon,  is 
well  known.  If  he  was  grofsly  abufed  by  Parker  in  his  Latin 
commentaries,  yet  amends  were  made  him  by  an  elegant  com* 
pliment  in  his  Ode  to  Independency.  Indeed  it  was  honour  enough 
to  Marvel  to  be  joint  Latin  Secretary  with  Milton,  and  to  be 
his  confidential  friend.  Marvel  certainly  wrote  thofe  fine  fix 
Latin  lines  addrelFed  to  Chriftina,  Queen  of  Sweden,  printed  in 
the  fecond  volume  of  Milton.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

I  think  that  Milton,  and  not  Marvel,  wrote  the  verfes  to 
Chriilina.  Nor  am  I  fingular  in  this  opinion.  See  the  note  on 
the  lines  in  the  fixth  volume  of  the  edition  of  Milton,  published 
in  1801,  and  in  the  (eventh  of  that  in  18Q9.  Todd. 


TO  HIS  SACRED  MAJESTY. 


PANEGYRIC 

OK  HIS 

CORONATION^ 

In  that  wild  deluge  where  the  world   was 

drown'd, 
When  life  and  fin  one  common  tomb  had  found. 
The  firfl  fmall  profped:  of  a  rifing  hill 
With  various  notes  of  joy  the  ark  did  fill : 
Yet  when  that  flood  in  its  own  depths  was 

drowned  9  5. 

It  left  behind  it  falfe  and  flippVy  ground ; 
And  the  more  folemn  pomp  was  ftill  deferred, 
Till  new-born  nature  in  frefti  looks  appear'd. 
ThuSy  royal  fir,  to  fee  you  landed  here, 
Was  caufe  enough  of  triumph  for  a  year :         10 
Nor  would  your  care  thofe  glorious  joys  repeat, 
'Ull  they  at  once  might  be  fecure  and  great : 

Ver.  1.  In  thai  mid  deluge  vkere  the  world  toas  drawn^ds} 
His  poem  on  the  Coronation  has  a  more  uniform  tenor  of  thought, 
fays  the  great  Johnfon.  It  is  in  truth  an  uninterrupted  yenei 
•f  flattery. 

Fiumina  tum  la^s^  tarn  flamina  nefUrisibant. 

John  W^&xoxr. 
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Till  your  kind  beams,  by  their  continued  (lay^ 
Had  warm'd  the  ground,  and  call'd  the  damps 

away. 
Such  vapours,  while  your  powerful   influence 

dries,  15 

Then  fooneft  vanifli  when  they  highefl:  rife. 
Had  greater  hafte  thefe  facred  rites  prepared. 
Some    guilty  months  had  in   your    triumphs 

fliar'd: 
But  this  untainted  year  is  all  your  own ; 
Your  glories  may  without  our  crimes  be  fliown* 
We  had  not  yet  exhaufted  all  our  ftore,  21 

When  you  refrefti'd  our  joys  by  adding  more : 
As  heaven,  of  old,  difpensM  celefiial  dew. 
You  gave  us  manna,  and  (till  give  us  new. 

Now  our  fad  ruins  are  remov'd  from  fight,  25 
The  feafon  too  comes  fraught  with  new  delight: 
Time  feems  not  now  beneath  his  years  to  doop. 
Nor  do  his  wings  with  fickly  feathers  droop : 
Soft  weftern  winds  waft  o'er  the  gaudy  fpring. 
And  opened    fcenes  of  flowers  and  bloflbms 

bring,  so 

To  grace  this  happy  day,  while  you  appear. 
Not  king  of  us  alone,  but  of  the  year. 
All  eyes  you  draw,  and  with  the  eyes  the  heart : 
Of  your  own  pomp  yourfelf  the  greateft  part : 

Ver.  34.  Thomas,  Lord  Fairfax,  wrote  a  copy  of  vcrfes  ott 
the  horfe  upon  which  Charles  IL  rode  at  his  Coronation,  bred 
^nd  prefented  by  him  to  the  King,  notwithftanding  Fairfax's 
focmer  conduct.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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Loud  fhouts  the  nation's  happinefs  proclaim,  ss 
And  heav'n  this  day  is  feafted  with  your  name. 
Your  cavalcade  the  fair  fpe6lators  view, 
From  their  high  ftandings,  yet  look  up  to  you* 
From  your  brave  train  each  tingles  out  a  prey. 
And  longs  to  date  a  conqueft  from  your  day.    40 
Now  charged  with  blefiings  while  you  feek  re- 

pofe. 
Officious  (lumbers  hade  your  eyes  to  clofe  ; 
And  glorious  dreams  (land  ready  to  reftore 
The  pleaiing  fhapes  of  all  you  faw  before. 
Next  to  the  facred  temple  you  are  led,  45 

Where  waits  a  crown  for  vour  more  facred  head : 
How  juftly  from  the  Church  that  crown  is  due, 
Preferv'd  from  ruin,  and  reftor'd  by  you  ! 
The  grateful  choir  their  harmony  employ, 
Not  to  make  greater,  but  more  folemn  joy.  50 
Wrapt  foft  and  warm  your  name  is  fent  on  high. 
As  flames  do  on  the  wings  of  incenfe  (ly  : 

Ver.  41«  Nato  ckargd  with  hleffings  while ya^fiek  repofe^  &c.] 
"  As  many  odoriferous  bodies  are  obfcrvcd  tq  diffufe  peifumes 
from  year  to  year,  without  fenfible  diminution  of  their  bulk  or 
weight,  he  appears  never  to  have  iropoverilhed  his  mint  of  flat- 
tery by  his  expenccs,  however  lavifli.  He  had  all  the  forms  of 
excellence,  intelledual  and  moral,  combined  in  his  mind,  with 
endlafs  variation  ;  and  when  he  had  fcaltered  on  the  hero  of  the 
day  the  golden  Oiower  of  wit  and  virtue,  he  had  ready  for  him, 
whom  he  wilhed  to  court  on  the  morrow,  new  wit  and  virtue  of 
another  ftamp.  Of  this  kind  of  meannefs  he  never  feems  to  de* 
cline  the  pradice,  or  lament  the  neceflity :  he  confiders  the 
great  as  entitled  to  encomiaftic  homage,  and  brings  praife  rather 
as  a  tribute  than  a  gift,  more  delighted  with  vhe  fertility  of  his 
invention  than  mortified  by  the  proftitution  of  bis  judgement,"-* 
Johnfon's  life  of  Dryden.  John  WartoIT. 

▼oju  i«  E 
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Muficherfelf  is  loft,  in  vain  (lie  brings 
Her  choiceft  notes  to  praife  the  beft  of  kings : 
Her  melting  drains  in  you  a  tomb  have  found,  55 
And  lie  like  bees  in  their  own  fweetnefs  drown'd. 
He  that  brought  peace,  all  difcord  could  atone. 
His  name  is  mufic  of  itfelf  alone* 
Now  while  the  facred  oil  anoints  your  head,  S9 
And  fragrant  fcents,  begun  from  you,  are  fpread 
Through  the  large  dome;    the  people's  joyful 

found, 
Sent  back,  is  dill  preferv'd  in  hallowed  ground  > 
Which  in  one  bleffing  mix'd  defcends  on  you  ; 
As  heightned  fpirits  fall  in  richer  dew. 
Not  that  our  wiihes  do  increafe  your  ilore,      6$ 
Full  of  your  felf  you  pan  admit  no  more ; 
We  add' not  to  your  glory,  but  employ 
Our  time,  like  angels^  in  expreffing  joy. 
Nor  is  it  duty,  or  our  hopes  alone. 
Create  that  joy,  but  full  fruition  :  70 

We  know,  thofe  bleffings,  which  we  muft  poifefs. 
And  judge  of  future  by  paft  happinefs. 
No  promife  can  oblige  a  prince  fo  much 
Still  to  be  good,  as  long  to  have  been  fuch. 
A  noble  emulation  heats  your  bread,  75 

And  your  own  fame  now  robs  you  of  your  reft. 
Good  adions  ftill  muft  be  maintained  with  goodf 
As  bodies  nourifh'd  with  refembling  food. 
"  You  hiive  already  qnench'd  fedition's  brand ; 
And  zeal,  which  burnt  it,  only  warms  the  land* 
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The  jealous  feds,  that  dare  not  truQ;  tb^ir  c^ufe^ 
So  fkr  from  their  own  will  as  to  the  Inwa,       ^ 
You  for  their  umpire  and  their  fynod  taket 
And  their  appeal  alone  to  Caefar  n^ak^. 
Kind  heav'n  (6  rare  a  temper  did  providf,       9$ 
That  guilt  repenting  might  in  it  confide. 
Among  our  crimes  oblivion  may  be  fet; 
But  *tis  our  king'9  perfe^ion  to  forget 
Virtues  unknown  to  thefe  rough  northern  climes 
From  milder  heav'ns  you  bring  without  their 

crimes.  S16 

Your  calmneis  does  no  after-ftorms  pr^^vid?^ 
Nor  feeming  patience  mortal  anger  hide« 
When  empire  firft  from  fsinpilies  did  fpriQg» 
Then  every  father  governed  a^  9  king : 
But  you,  that  are  a  fovereign  priQC9»  ^)ifty    9& 
Imperial  power  with  your  paternal  fway. 
From  thofe  great  cares  when  eafe  your  Dbul  un* 

bend^. 
Your  pleafures  are  defign'd  to  noble  ends : 
Born  to  command  the  miftreis  of  the  fea9» 
Your  thoughts  themfelves  in  that  blue  eippii^ 

pleafe.  loe 

Ver.  SI.  The  Jealous  feStSf]  It  is  finety  and  acutely  obferve4 
by  Dcs  Cartes,  fn  Piftrtatiane  de  Jiiethodo,  that  the  Spartaiji 
commonwealth  ftouriihed  fo  eminently  not  fo  much  becaufe  it 
iras  governed  by  a  body  of  laws,  that  were  good  in  themfelvcSy 
but  becaufe  <*  ab  uno  tant^m  legiilatofe  QomSte»  fibiomnaa  con* 
fentiebaot,  atque  iaei^ndca  fcf^am  coUim^tb^t/' 


St  ON  tHE  CORONATION  OF 

HitheT  in  futn'mer  evenings  yott  repair 
To  tafte  the  fraicheur  of  the  purer  air : 
Undaunted  here  you  ride,  when  winter  raves. 
With  Cssfar's  heart  that  rofe  above  the  waves. 
More  I  could  (ing,  but  fear  my  numbers  ftays; 
No  loyal  fuhje^l:  dares  that  courage  praife.  106 
In  (lately  frigates  mod  delight  you  find, 
Where  well-drawn  battles  fire  your  martial 

mind. 
What  to  your  cares  we  owe,  is  learnt  from  hence, 
When  even  your  pleafures  ferve  for  our  defence. 
Beyond  your  court  flows  in  th' admitted  tide»  111 
Where  in  new  depths  the  vi^ondering  fifties  glide: 
Here  in  a  royal  bed  the  waters  fleep  ; 
When  tir'd  at  fea,  within  this  bay  they  creep. 
Here  the  miftruftful  fowl  no  harm  fufpeds,  115 
So  fafe  are  all  things  which  our  king  prote6:s« 
From  your  lov^d  Thames  a  bleffing  yet  is  due, 
Second  alone  to  that  it  brought  in  you ; 


Vcr^  102.  To  tqfie  the  fraicheur  of  the  purer  air :]  "  Dry* 
deo^  had  a  vanity  unworthy  of  his  abilities ;  to  ihi^w,  as  may  be 
fufpeded,  the  rank  of  the  company  with  whom  he  lived,  by  the 
ofe  of  French  words,  which  had  then  crept  into  converfation ; 
fuch  as  Jrakheur  for  coolnefi^  f<nigue  for  turbulence,  and  a  few 
morC)  none  of  which  the  language  has  incorporated  or  retained* 
They  continue  oniy  where  ihey  flood  firfl,  perpetual  waruingift  to 
future  innovators." — ^Johnfon's  Life  of  Dryden. 

John  Waetow. 

Ver.  104.  ,  JFHh  Gafar^s  heart  that  rofe  &c.]  Caefar,  when 
in  fome  danger  on  boa^  Aiip,  obferving  the  mariners  afTrighted^ 
l»ade  them  remember  they  carri€d  Qt/ar  and  his  fortune. 

DXKEICK. 
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A  queen,  near  whofe  chafte  womb,  ordain'd  by 

late. 
The  fouls  of  kings  Unborn  for  bodies  wait,    120 
It  was  your  love  before  n^ade  difcord  ceafe : 
Your  love  is  deftin'd  to  your  country's  peace. 
Both  Indies,  rivals  in  your  bed,  provide 
With  gold  or  jewels  to  adorn  your  bride. 
This  to  a  mighty  king  prefenis  rich  ore,       12s 
While  that  with  incenfe  does  a  god  implore. 
Two  kingdoms  wait  your  doom,   and,    as  you 

cboofe. 
This  muft  receive  a  crown,  or  that  muft  lofe. 
Thus  from  your  royal  oak,  like  Jove's  of  old. 
Are  anfwers  fought,  and  deftinies  foretold  :  130 
Propitious  oracles  are  begged  with  vows. 
And  crowns  that  grow  upon  the  facred  boughs. 
Your  fubje6ks,  while  you  weigh  the  nation's  fate, 
Sufpend  to  both  their  doubtful  love  or  hate : 
Chufe  only,  fir,  that  fo  they  may  poflefs,     135 
With  their  own  peace  their  children's  happinefs, 

Ver.  136.  ^  ■  ■■  »  ihdr  children  s]  What  eflba  this  poem 
might  have  on  the  public  mind  we  know  not ;  but  the  effed  of 
another  poem^  the  incomparable  Ht<(fi6ra«j  was  deep,  univerfal, 
•nd  lafting.  This  work  is  original  in  our  language,  though  the 
idea  is  evidently  taken  from  Don  Quixote,  The  wit  of  Butler  it 
inexhauiliblei  and  more  new  images  are  brought  together  than 
are  to  be  found  in  any  language.  A  want  of  events  and  a&ion  is 
the  only  blemifli  to  be  difcerned.  No  writer  has  difblaycd  fuch 
a  fund  of  various  learning,  nor  applied  it  with  fucn  dexterity* 
The  meafare,  though  blamed  by  Dryden,  is  exa^ly  fuited  to  the 
fttbjeOv  It  will  remain  an  eternal  difgrace  to  Charles  lU  uot  to 
bave  rewarded  amply  this  fix^uler  genitt:»,  fo  ufeful  to  his  caufe 
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and  gby^mment.  Tbe  SoHtv  Metdpfiky  p«bUibed  in  Freno^ 
\69ft  liad  a  Similar  ef[e&  in  lliat  country.  Tbe  prefident  He- 
nauii^  one  of  tbe  moil  curious  and  accurate  of  aU  tbfir  writers, 
informs  us,  p.  38Sj»  4to.^  that  Le  Roi^  canon  of  Rouen^  -was  tbe 
Me  skuthor  of  tbe  Cktho/icon,  Pajerai  and  Rajdn  compofed  the 
verfe  part  (  M,  GUM  cofifipofed  tbe  harangue  of  tbe  Cardinal 
Legate  ;  P.  Pithou  that  of  M.  d*Aubrai ;  and  Kapm  that  of  the 
arcbbiflioii^  of  Lyons.  **  PeHiaps,*^  fays  Hettimit,  **  tbe  Satire 
Menijf/e  was  not  of  lefs  ufe  to  Henry  IV.  than  tbe  battle  of 
JM«    Ridiculfthtf  more  fofce  tbaii  we  can  well  imagine.** 

Dtr,  J.  Wartov. 


TO   THS 


J^ORD  CHANCELLOR  HYDE*. 


raESlHTSD   OV   VEW   tear's    DAYy   l662. 


UY  LORV, 

W  HILE  flattering  crouds  officioufly  appear^ 
To  give  themfelvesy  not  you,  an  happy  year ; 

*  Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon,  to  whom  this  poem  is  addreOed, 
having  followed  the  fortune  of  the  king,  was  appointed  fecretary 
of  ftatc  at  Bruges,  and  conftituted  lord  bigh-cbancellur  of  £ng^' 
bnd  on  the  demife  of  Sir  Richard  Lane.  He  was  confirmed  in 
this  \a&  pod  at  the  Reparation,  when  he  was  alfo  choten  chan* 
Ctllor  of  the  untvtrrfity  of  Oxford,  in  the  room  of  the  Dui^e  of 
Soioerfet,  and  created  Barpn  Hindon,  Vifcouot  Cornbury,  and 
Earl  of  CUrendon. 

He  was  too  honeft  for  a  court ;  his  plain  dealing  and  integrity 
ruined  him;  the  king,  abandoned  to  pleafure,  was  impatient  of 
admonition,  and  Hyde  was  not  fparing  of  it :  this  paved  the  wuy' 
for  his  difgrace.  He  was  profecuted  with  great  acrimony  by  the 
Earl  of  Briftol,  who  impeached  him  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 
Finding  his  party  too  weak  to  fupport  him,  he  retired  to  Rouen^ 
where  he  died  in  1674.  He  is  faid  to  have  been  concerned  in 
felling  Dunkirk  to  the  French,  He  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  gret^t 
fiatefman,  and  an  elegant  wnter.  Derrick. 

Ver*  1.  JVhilefiattering  crouds]  Few  pieces  of  biography  a roi 
£o  interefting  as  the  lite  of  Lord  Clarendon,  writteu  b^  himfeir^ 
and  publiflied  from  his  original  manufcripts  by  the  untveriity  oC 
Oxford,  in  which  is  given,  with  opeuuefs^  and  franknefs,  an  ac< 
count  of  his  early  habiu  and  Audies,  and  intimacy  with  the. 
greateii  men  of  uat  age,  whofe  char^^n  be  bail  drawu  with  % 
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And  by  thegreatnefs  of  their  prefents  prove 
How  much  they  hope,  but  not  how  well  thej 
love ; 


mafterly  band.  He  fopn  became  erotnent  botb  at  tbe  bar  and 
in  parliament.  And  entering  into  the  king's  fervice  at  the  com« 
mencement  of  the  civil  want,  foon  rofe  to  fuch  a  degree  in  his  fa* 
vour  and  friendihip,  that  the  king  entruiled  him  to  draw  up  fe* 
veial  very  important  ftate  papers,  pubiilhed  in  the  king's  own 
name,  and  fuppofed  to  be  his  own  produ^ons.  He  followed 
Charles  II.  into  exile,  fhared  all  his  fortunes,  and  continued  his 
faithful  advifer  till  the  Rfftoration.  Burnet,  who  did  not  love 
bim,  fays,  he  ufed  to  give  his  advice  in  too  roagiderial  a  man* 
ner :  and  it  is  certain  that  Charles  II.  had  always  for  him  more 
veneration  than  aAedlion.  As  he  never  degraded  himfislf  by  flat* 
tering  the  Duchefs  of  Portfmouth,  and  fliewed  a  marked  coq« 
tempt  of  the  debauched  parafjtes  that  furrounded  his  mafter, 
they  employed  every  poiTible  method  of  wit  and  ridicule,  to  de« 
pretiate  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  mafier,  who,  when  Buckingham 
imitated  the  gait  and  air,  and  folemn  (lep  of  the  Chancellor,  had 
tbe  weakiiefs  to  join  in  tlie  laugh.  But  what  chiefly  alienated 
the  King's  regard  for  him,  and  in  truth  provoked  a  deep  indig* 
nation,  was,  that  Clarendon  engaged  the  Duke  of  Richmond  to 
marry  the  beautiful  Mrs.  Stuart,  with  whom  the  king  was  vie* 
Icntly  in  love.  So  that  when  the  Se^arifls,*  the  Catholics,  and 
even  fome  difappointed  Royaiifls,  all  joined  in  enmity  to  Cla-^ 
rcndon,  and  laid  to  his  charge  all  tbe  misfortunes  that  bad*'  be- 
fallen the  kingdom,  the  bad  payment  of  the  Teamen,  the  fale  of 
Dunkirk,  the difgrace  at  Chatham,- and  an  unfaccefitul  war; 
the  king,  with  match lefs  ingratitude,  gave  up  into  the  hands  of 
bis  enemies  his  old,  able,  and  faithful  Counfellor,  who  was  im* 
mediately  impeached  by  both  bimfeb  ol  parliament.  He  there- 
fore  thought  proper  to  retire  to  France,  where  he  lived  privately 
for  Gx  years,  and  wrote  his  hiflory  of  the  civil  wars  ;  a  work, 
which,  notwithflanding  fame  (perhaps  pardwabU)  purtialUiit^ 
will  for  ever  be  read  with  attentioir'aiid  applaule  ;  and  is  in  truth 
compofed  with  a  dignity,  majefty,  and  flrengtb  of  flyle,  rarely 
to  be  found  in  modern  hiflory.  The  praifes  of  twenty  fuch  poets 
as  Dryden  could  not  have  conferred  fuch  lading  honour  on  Lord 
Clarendon,  as  thofe  words  of  the  virtuous  Larl  of  Southampton, 
at  the  Countil  Board  :  ''  This  man,'*  faid  be,  'f  is  a  true  Pro* 
feflant,  and  an  honeil  Englifliman  ;  and  while  he  enjoys  power, 
We  are  fecureof  our  laws,  liberties,  and -religion. — I  dread  the 
eonfequences  of  his  removal*"  .       Dr.  J*  Waktom  . 
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Tbe  Mufes,  who  your  early  courtftiip  boaft,    5 
Though  now  your  flamea  are  ^ith  their  beautj 

loft, 
Yet  watch  iheir  time,  that,  if  you  have  forgot 
They  were  your  millreflTes,  the  world  may  not: 
Decay 'd  by  time  and  wars,  they  only  prove 
Their  former  beauty  by  your  former  love ;      10 
And  now  prefeut,  as  ancient  ladies  do. 
That  courted  long,  at  length  are  forced  to  woo« 
Por  ftili  they  look  on  you  with  fuch  kind  eyes, 
As  thofe  that  fee  the  Church's fovereign  rife; 
From  their  own  order  chofe,    in  whofe  high 

ftate,  15 

They  think  themfelves  the  fecond  choice   of 

fate. 
When  our  great  monarch  into  exile  went. 
Wit  and  religion  fuffer'd  banifliment. 
Thus^once,  when  Troy  was  wrap'd  in  fire  and 

fnioke,  19 

The  helplefs  gods  their  burning  (brines  forfook ; 

Ver.  ?0.  The  helpless  gods  4*^.]  I  will  here  offer  part  of 
Merrick's  obfervatioii  on  a  paflage  in  his  tranflation  of  Tryphi* 
odorus,  p.  102. — "  We  learn  from  <^chylus  (Ewret  M  ei0,  n 
223.)  tbar  it  was  a  cummon  opinion  among  the  ancients,  that 
tbe  tutelary  gods  of  every  city  withdrew  from  it  when  it  was 
going  to  be  taken.  Tbe  fcboliad  on  iEfchylus  farther  informs 
vs,  that  Sophocles  wrote  a  play  called  Soafofopo^  in  which  tho 
gods  of  tht  Trojans  were  introduced  retiring  from  the  city,  and 
carrying  their  images  with  them.  What  Tryphiodorus  ft'igns  of 
Apollo's  quitting  Troy,  jud  before  its  dejlrudion,  is  related  by 
Virgil  concerning  the  other  deities  of  the  Trojajis,  J^n.  ii.  351« 
Exceifere  omnes,  adytis  arifque  relidis, 
Dii,  quibus  impehum  hoc  (letcrat«*— 
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They  with  the  vaiiquHh'd  prince  and  party  go^ 
Aad  leave  their  temples  empty  to  the  foe. 
At  length  the  Mufes  (land,  reftor'd  again 
To  that  great  charge  which  nature  did  ordain ; 
And  their  lov'd  Druids  feem  revived  by  &te,  2S 
While  youdifpenfe  the  laws^  and  guide  the  (late. 
The  nation's  foul^  our  monarch,  does  difpenfe. 
Through  you,  to  us  his  vital  influence ; 
You  are  the  channel^  where  thofe  fpirits  flow. 
And  work  them  higher,  as  to  us  they  go*       so 

In  open  profpeft  nothing  bounds  our  eye. 
Until  the  earth  feems  joined  unto  the  iky ; 
So  in  this  hemifphere  our  utmoft  view 
Is  only  bounded  by  our  king  and  you : 
Our  fight  is  limited  where  you  are  joined,        35 
And  beyond  that  no  farther  heav'n  can  find. 
So  well  your  virtues  do  with  his  agree, 
That,  though  your  orbs  of  difierent  greatoeft 

be. 
Yet  both  are  for  each  other's  ufe  difpos'd, 
His  to  inclofe,  and  vours  to  be  inclosed.         40 
Nor  could  another  in  your  room  have  been, 
£xcept  an  emptinefs  had  come  between. 
Well  may  he  then  to  you  his  cares  impart. 
And  (hare  his  burden  where  he  fliares  his  heart. 

And  Petronius  Arbiter  fays, 

Peritura  Troja  perdidit  primiiin  deos. 
Kor  is  this  fi^ion  to  be  found  in  the  poets  only,  but  is  likewif* 
preferved  in  fome  of  the  ancient  hidorians/'     See  the  whole 
note.  Todd. 
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In  you  his  -fleep  ftill  wakes ;  hfe  pleafures  find 
Their  (hare  of  bufinefs  in  your  laboring  mind. 
So  when  the  weary  fun  his  place  refigns,  4f 

He  leaves  his  lig)it,  and  by  refle6tion  (hines. 

JuOice,  that  fits  and  frowns  where  public  laws 
Exclude  foft  mercy  from  a  private  caufe,       so 
In  your  tribunal  moll  herfelf  does  pleafe ; 
There  only  imiles  becaufe  ftie  lives  at  eafe ; 
And,  like  young  David,  finds  her  ftrength  the 

more. 
When  difincumber'd  from  thofe  arms  (be  wore. 
Heaven  would  our  royal  mafter  fliould  exceed  • 
Mod  in  that  virtue,  which  we  mod  did  need ;  56 
And  his  mild  father  (who  too  late  did  find 
All  mercy  vain  but  what  with  pow'r  was  joined) 
His  fatal  goodnefs  left  to  fitter  times. 
Not  to  increafe,  but  to  abfolve,  our  crimes :  60 
But  when  the  heir  of  this  vaft  treafure  knew 
How  large  a  legacy  wds  left  to  you, 
(Too  great  for  any  fubje6t  to  retain) 
He  wifely  tyed  it  to  the  crown  again : 
Yet,  paffing  through  your   hands,   it  gathers 
more,  65 

As  ftreams,  through  mines,    bear  tinCiure   of 
their  «re. 

Ver.  48.    He  kavei  his  lijght^  and  bif  reflexion  Jhines.]     The 
lame  fentixncut  is  repeated  in  the  Annus  MiratnlU^  it.  255* 

*'  His  beams  he  to  his  ruyal  brother  lent, 

**Aud  ft)  Oioue  ftili  in  his  reflexive  lighl/'      ToDD. 

Ver.  66.    lAiJtreamif  through  nUnes^  bear  tin&wrc  of  their  ore.] 
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While  empiric  politicians  ufe  deceit, 
Hide  what  they  give,  and  cure  but  by  a  cheat ; 
You  boldly  (hew  that  fkill  which  they  pretend. 
And  work  by  means  as  noble  as  your  end ;   70 
Which  fhould  you  veil,  we  might  unwind  the 

clue, 
As  men  do  nature,  till  we  came  to  you. 
And  as  the  Indies  were  not  found,  before 
Thofe  rich  perfumes,  which,   from  the  happy 

(hore, 
The  winds  upon  their  balmy  wings  convey'd, 
Whofe  guilty  fweetnefs  firft  their   world  be- 

tray'd ;  76 

So  by  your  counfels  we  are  brought  to  view 
A  rich  and  undifcover'd  world  in  you. 
By  you  our  monarch  does  that  fame  aflure. 
Which  kings  mud  have,  or  cannot  live  fecure : 
For  profp'rous  princes  gain  their  fubje6i;s'  heart. 
Who  love  that  praife  in  which  themfelves  have 

part.  «9 

By  you  he  fits  thofe  fubje£ls  to  obey. 
As  heaven's  eternal  monarch  does  convey 
His  povv'r  unfeen,  and  man,  to  his  defigns" 
By  his  bright  ministers  the  flars,  inclines,     jfi 

So  Milton  of  the  river  Tamar  in  Cornwall.    Epitaph,  Damon. 

fufca  mctalHs 

Tamara.  John  Wakton. 

Ver.  67-  While  empiric]  Our  knowledge  in  politics,  fays 
HuinCy  is  even  yet  imperfc6i;  we  know  not  to  what* degrees  hu- 
man virtue  or  vice  may  be  carried.  F.ven  MachiaVel  h  an  im« 
perfe^and  roiAaken  politician.  •  Modern  monarchies,  he  adds, 
ft  re  grown  mild  and  improved;  but  this  is.  owing  to  mannw, 
aiid  Ui  the  progress  of  fenfe  and  phUofppby.    Dfw  J,  Vf/kBiTon. 


TO  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  HYDE-  61 

Our  felting  fun,  from  his  declining  feat. 
Shot  beams  of  kindnefs  on  you,  not  of  heat : 
And,  when  his  love  was  bounded  in  a  few. 
That  were  unhappy  that  they  might  be  true, 
Made  you  the  favorite  of  his  lail  fad  times,    91 
That  is  a  fufPrer  in  his  fubje6b'  crimes : 
Thus  thofe  firft  fietvours  you  received,  were  fent. 
Like  heavens  rewards  in  earthly  puniihment. 
Yet  fortune,  confcious  of  your  defliny,  95 

E'en  then  took  care  to  lay  you  foftly  by ; 
And  wrap'd  your  fete  among  her  precious 

things. 
Kept  frefh  to  be  unfolded  with  your  king's.^ 
Shewn  all  at  once  you  dazzled  fo  our  eyes. 
As  new-bom  Pallas  did  the  gods  iurprize :    100 
When,  fpringing  forth  from  Jove's  new-clofing 

wound. 
She  ftruck  the  warlike  fpear  into  the  ground ; 
Which  fprouting  leaves  did  fuddenly  inclofe. 
And  peaceful  olives  (haded  as  they  rofe.       104 

How  ftrangely  a£live  are  the  arts  of  peace, 

Whofe  refUefs  motions  lefs  than  war's  do  ceafe ! 

Peace  is  not  freed  from  labour  but  from  noife ; 

And  war  more  force,  but  not  more  pains  em<* 

ploys : 
Such  is  the  mighty  fwiftnefs  of  your  mind, 

Thatj  like  the  earth,  it  leaves  our  fenfe  behind^ 

^  Ver.  Sf  •    Our  fitting  fun^    Charles  I.  employed  him  in  vrn^ 
ting  fome  of  his  declarations.  Dr.  J.  Wartov, 

Ver.  IQQ.    Such  U  the  mgkty]    <<  In  this  comparifoj)/'  Dr. 


^ 
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While  you  fo  fmoothly  turn  and  rowl  our  sphere. 
That  rapid  motion  does  but  feft  appear*        112 
For,  as  in  nature's  fwiftnefi,  with  the  throng 
Of  flying  orbs  while  ours  is  born  along^ 
All  feemis  at  reft  to  the  deluded  eye,  115 

Mov'd  by  the  foul  of  the  fame  harmony. 
So,  carry 'd  on  by  your  unwearied  care. 
We  reft  in  peace  and  yet  in  motion  ihare. 
Xiet  envy  then  thofe  crimes  within  you  fee^ 
From  which  the  happy  never  muft  be  free  ;  120 
£nvy,  that  does  with  miiery  refide,  ' 
The  joy  and  the  revenge  of  ruin'd  pride. 
Think  it  not  hard,  i(  at  fo  cheap  a  rate 
You  can  fecure  the  conftancy  of  &te, 
Whofekindnefsfent  what  does  their  malice  frem. 
By  lefier  ills  the  greater  to  redeem*  125 

Nor  can  we  this  weak  fliowV  a  tempeft  call. 
Bat  drops  of  heat,  that  in  the  fun*ihine  fidL 
You  have  already  wearied  fortune  fo^ 
She  cannot  farther  be  your  friend  or  foe  ;     ijo 
But  fits  all  breathlefs,  and  admires  to  feel 
A  &te  fo  weighty,  that  it  ftops  our  wheel. 

JofaDfon  fays,  "  the  mind  ])ercoives  enough  to  be  delighted^  and 
readily  forgives  iis  obfcurity  for  lis  magtHiicence."  i  own  I 
think  its  obfcurity  [o  grofs  that  it  cannot  be  forgiven,  and  its 
magnificence  lofl  by  its  no  meaning.  Dr.  J*  Warton. 

Ver.  119-  l^^  €nxy  then'\  Great  minifters,  in  all  ages  and 
countries,  have  ever  bi*eo  attacked  by  fatyrical  wits.  Above 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  fevere  invectives  were  written  againfi 
Cardinal  Ma^rine,  many  ot  thorn  by  Scarrxia  and  SaadricoMrtt 
which  have  been  colleded  and  called  the  Mazaranidu. 

Dr.  J.  Warto^^ 
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In  all  things  elfe  above  our  humble  fate. 
Your  equal  mind  yet  fwelk  not  into  ftate,     134 
But,  like  fome  mountain  in  thofe  happy  kles, 
Where  in  perpetual  ipring  young  nature  fmil^a. 
Your  greatnefs  (hews :  no  horror  to  affright. 
But  trees  for  (hade,  and  flowers  to  court  the 

fight:. 
Sometimes  the  hill  fubmits  itfelf  a  while        139 

In  fmall  defcents,  which  do  its  height  beguile ; 

And  fometimes  mounts,  but  fo  as  billows  play, 

Whoie  rife  not  hinders  but  makes  (hort  our  way. 

Your  brow,  which  does  no  fear  of  thunder 

know. 

Sees  rowling  tempefls  vainly  beat  below ;      144 

And,  like  Olympus'  top,  th'  imprefllon  wears 

Of  love  and  friend(hip  writ  in  former  years^ 

Yet,  unimpaired  with  labors,  or  with  time. 

Your  age  but  feems  to  a  new  youth  to  climb. 

Thus  heavenly  bodies  do  our  time  beget,       149 

And  meafure  change,  but  (hare  no  part  of  it. 

Yen  139*    Sameiimes  the  hill  fubmits  it/elf  a  tohOe 
InJmaU  defccnUy'\ 
■  "  quk  fe  fubducere  colles 

Incipianty  moUique  jugum  demittere  clivo/' 

Virgil,  Eel.  ix.-S. 

JoBN  Wartov. 
Ver«  143.    Fcmr  hraw^  which  does  no/ear  of  thunder  know, 

Sees  rolling  tempos  vainly  heat  behno ;] 
I  cannot  readily  turn  either  to  the  paflage  or  author  of  the 
following  reflexion :— '^  Great  men  ought  not  to  liften  to,  or 
even  hear  the  mean  cries  of  envy.  Atlas,  who  fupports  the  hea- 
vens, hears  not  from  his  height  the  roaring  and  beating  of  th# 
waves  of  the  fea  at  his  feet/'  Johv  Wartok. 

V^.  149*    Thus  keav*nfy]    Dr.  Johnfon  is  of  opinion,  that 


1 
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And  ftill  it  (hall  v^itbout  a  weight  increafe. 
Like  this  new-year,  wbofe  motions  never  ceafe. 
For  fince  the  glorious  courfe  jou  have  began 
Is  led  by  Charles,  as  that  is  by  the  fun,        154 
Itmuftbotb  weightlefsand  immortal  prove, 
Becaufe  the  centre  of  it  is  above. 

**  in  this  poen  he  feems  to  have  colleded  all  his  powers/'  J 
ihould  lament  if  this  were  tr\ie.  But  then  he  adds,  **  He  bai 
concluded  with  lines  of  which  I  think  not  ro^felf  obliged  to  tcU 
^e  meaning/'  Dr.  J.  WAaTOH. 


SATIRE 


ON  TUX 


DUTCH 


WBITTSN   IN   THfi  YKAB    1662*. 

As  needy  gallants,  in  the  fcrivener's  hands. 
Court  the  rich  knaves  that  gripe  their  mort* 

gagM  lands ; 
The  firft  fat  buck  of  all  the  feafon's  fent, 
And  keeper  takes  no  fee  in  compliment ; 
The  dotage  of  fome  Engliihmen  is  fucb,  5 

To  fawn  on  thofe,  who  ruin  them,  the  Dutch. 
They  {hall  have  all,  rather  than  make  a  war 
With  thofe,  who  of  the  fame  religion  are. 
The  Straits,  the  Guiney-trade,    the  herrings 

too; 
Nay,  to  keep  friendihip,  they  Ihall  pickle  you. 
Some  are  refolved  not  to  find  out  the  cheat,  11 
But,  cuckold-like,  love  them  that  do  the  feat. 

*  This  poem  is  no  more  than  ft  prologue  a  iiule  altereU,  pre-? 
fixed  to  oor  author't  tragedy  of  Amboyuii^' 

Baaaicc. 

VOL.  X,  P 
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What  injuries  foe  er  upon  us  fall, 
Yet  dill  the  fame  religion  anfwers  all. 
B^ligion  wheedled  us  to  civil  war,.  i9 

Prew   Englifh  blood,    and  Dutchmen's  now 

wou'dfpare* 
Be  guird  no  longer ;  for  you'll  find  it  true, 
They  have  no  more  religion,  faith  !  than  you. 
Intereil's  the  god  they  worthip  in  their  (late, 
And  we,  I  take  it,  have  not  much  of  that.     20 
Well  monarchies  may  own  religion's  name. 
But  dates  are  atheids  in  their  very  frame. 
They  diare  a  dn  ;  and  fuch  proportions  fall. 
That,  hke  a  dink,  'tis  nothing  to  them  alK 
Think  on  their  rapine,  faldiood,  cruelty,       25 
And  that  whdt  once  they  were,  they  dill  would 

be. 
To  one  well-born  th'  affront  is  worfe  and  more, 
When  he's  abus'd  and  badi'd  by  a  boor. 
With  an  ill  grace  the  Dutch  their  mifchiefs  do; 
They  Ve  both  ill  nature  and  ill  manners  too.    so 
Well  JB^y  they  boad  theipfelveft  an  ancient  na^ 

tion ; 
For  they  were  bred  e/e  manners  were  in  fadiion : 
And  their  new  commonwealth  has  fet  them  free 
Only  from  honour  and  civility. 
Venetians  do  not  more  uncouthly  ride,  35 

Than  did  their  lubber  date  mankind  bedride. 

Ver.  35.  Venetians  do  not  more  uncouihlif  ride,']  Horfes  are 
ulmoft  ufelefs  in  Venice  i'ruin  its  filuation,  there  being  c«mris  in 
every  ftreet,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  thought  the  Venetians  are  ex- 
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Their  fway  became  em  with  as  ill  a  mien. 
As  their  own  paunches  fwell  above  their  chin. 
Yet  is  their  empire  no  true  growth  but  humour. 
And  only  two  kings'  touch  can  cure  the  tumour. 
As  Cato,  fruits  of  Afric  did  difplay ;  41 

Let  us  before  our  eyes  their  Indies  lay ; 
All  loyal  Englifh  will  like  him  conclude; 
Let  Csefar  live,  and  Carthage  be  fubdu'd, 

pert  jockies :  befides,  *^  To  ric^s  as  badly  at  a  grandee  of  Ve« 
yiice/'  is  become  a  proverb  all  over  Italy.  De^i^ick. 

Ver.   41.     4i  Caio,  &c.]     Compare  the  Annus  MirobiHi^ 
(lao.  ITS. 

**  As  ouce  old  Cato  in  the  Homan  fioht, 
The  tempting  fruits  of  Afric  did  unfold/' 

Todd. 

Ver,  44.  .,  ■   ■■  and  Carthage]      The  very  words  and 

llliufion  by  I^ord  Sbafteibury  in  his  famous  fpeech  ^gainU  t|i0 


r« 


TO  HER  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 

THE  DUTCHESS*. 

ON   TBI 

MEKORABLE    VICTORY     GAINED     BY     THE    DUKE 
OVER  THE   HOLLANDERS,   JUKE   3,    1665^ 

AMD  OH 

HER  JOURNEY   AFTERWARDS     INTO    THE    NORTH. 
MADAM, 

Vv  HEN  for  our  fakes,  your  hero  you  refign'd 
To  fwelllng  feas,  and  every  faithlefs  wind; 
When  you  released  his  courage,  and  fet  free 
A  valour  fatal  to  the  enemy ; 
You  lodg'd  your  country's  cares  within  your 
bread,  s 

(The  manfion  where  foft  love  (hould  only  reft :) 

*  The  lady,  to  whom  our  author  addreflfes  this  poem,  was 
daughter  to  the  great  Earl  of  Clarendon.  The  Duke  of  York 
had  been  fome  time  married  to  her,  before  the  affiur  was  known 
either  to  the  king  his  brother,  or  to  her  father.  She  died  in 
March,  l671»  leaving  ifltie  one  fon,  named  Eklgar,  and  three 
daughteis,  Katheriie,  Mary,  and  Ann.  The  two  latter  lived  to 
fit  oo  the  Britifli  throne;  the  two  former  furvived  tbfir  mother 
but  a  (hort  time.  Bi(hop  Burnet  telk  tts,  that  (he  was  a  woman 
of  knowledge  and  penetration,  friendly  and  generous,  but  fevere 
in  her  rcfentments.  Der^xciu 
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And,  ere  our  foes  abroad  were  overconlei 
The  nobleft  conqueft  you  had  gained  at  home. 
Ah,  Mhat  concerns  did  bolh  your  fouls  divide  1 
Your  honour  gave  us  what  your  love  deny'd : 
And 'twas  for  him  much  eaiier  to  fubdue        ii 
Thofe  foes  he  fought  with,  than  to   part  from 

you. 
That  glorious  day,  which  two  fuch  navies  faw^ 
As  each  unmatched  might  to  the  world  give  law. 
Neptune,  yet  doubtful  whom  he  (hould  obey. 
Held  to  them  both  the  trident  of  the  fea :      16 
The  winds  were  hufh'd,  the  waves  in  ranks  were 

oaft. 
As  awfully  as  when  God's  people  paft : 
Thofe,  yet  uncertain  on  whofe  fails  to  blow, 
Thefe,  where  the  wealth  of  nations  ought  to 

flow.  40 

Then  with  the  duke  your  bighnefs  rul'd  the  "X 

day:  ( 

While  all  the  brave  did  bis  command  obey^ 
The  fair  and  pious  under  you  did  pray* 
How  powerful  are  chafte  vows !    the  wind  and 

tide 
You  brib'd  to  combat  on  the  Englifh  fide#     v 
Thus  to  your  much*lov'd  lord  you  did  convey 
An  unknown  fuccour,  fentthe  neareft  way. 

Vcr.  26.    your  mnch-Md  lord}    James,  notwithHand* 

Sngy  had  many  miftrefles.  Lad^  Dorchefter,  fays  Lord  Orford^ 
Vol.  IV.  p«  319,  4to.  faid  ivittiiy,  (he  wondered  for  what  Jam^ 
II.  chofe  Dis  miftrefifes.    We  are  none  of  us  handfofie^  and  if 
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New  vigour  to  bis  wearied  amis  you  brought, 
(So  Mofes  was  upheld  while  Jsrdel  fought) 
While^  trom  afar,  we  heard  the  cannon  play, 
Lik3  diftant  thunder  on  a  ihiny  day.  si 

For  abfent  friends  we  were  a(hamM  to  fear, 
When  weconlider'd  what  you  ventured  there. 
Ships,  men,  and  arms,  our  country   might  re- 

ftore, 
Butfueh  a  leader  could  fupply  no  more.         S5 
With  generous   thoughts  of  conqueft  he  did 

burn. 
Yet  fought  dot  more  to  vanqui(h  than  return. 
Fortune  and  vi6lory  he  did  purfue, 
To  bring  them  as  his  flaves  to  wait  on  you. 
Thus  beauty  ravifhM  the  rewards  of  fame,       w 
And  the  fair  triumphed  when   the  brave  over- 
came. 
Then,  as  you  meant  to  fpread  another  way. 
By  land  your  conquefts,  far  as  his  by  fea, 
Loaying  our  fouthern  clime,  you  march'd  along 
The  ftubborn  North,    ten    thoufand    Cupids 
ftrong.  45 

Like  commons  the  nobility  refort, 
In  crowding  heaps,  to  fill  your  moving  court : 
To  welcome  your  approach  the  vulgar  run. 
Like  fome  new  envoy  from  the  diftant  fun, 

we  had  wit,  he  has  not  enough  to  difcover  it.  And  once  meet- 
ins  the  Dutcheftt  of  Portfmouth  and  Lady  Orkney,  the  tavourite 
ofking  William,  at  the  drawing-room  of  George  I.  the  exclaimed^ 
*^  Good  God  I  who  would  have  thought  that  we  three  whoret 
ihouid  have  met  together  here  T  Dr.  J.  Waetok« 
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And  country  beauties  by  their  lovers  go,        50 
Bleffing  themfelves,  and  wondering  at  the  {how« 
So  when  the  new-boru  Pbcenix  firft  is  feen. 
Her  feather'd  fubjefb  ail  adore  their  queen. 
And  while  {he  makes  her  progrefs  through  the 

Eaft, 
lE*rom  every  grove  her  numerous  train  s  increaft: 
Each  poet  of  the  air  her  glory  fings,  s6 

And  round  him  the  pleas'd  audience  clap  their 

wings. 


Vcr-  56.    her  glory  Jingg,]    The  Ducbeft  of  York, 

fay8  Burnet,  was  an  extraordinary  woman.  She  had  great  know* 
ledge,  and  a  lively  fenfe  of  things,  but  took  ftate  on  her  rather 
too  much.  She  wrote  well,  and  had  begun  the  Duke's  life,  of 
which  ihe  (howed  me  a  volume.  She  was  bred  to  great  ilri6hie(s 
in  religion,  pradifed  fecret  confefljon,  and  Morley  was  her  con* 
feifor.  Dr.  Joseph  Warton. 

Ver.  57.  ^nd  round  him  the  pleased  audience  clap  their  mng$.'] 
Hence  Pope,  Paftoral  I.  ver.  lo* 

And  all  th' aerial  audience  clap  their  wings. 

This  efcaped  the  obfervation  of  the  acute  Mr.  Wakefield,  to 
whom,  as  my  reader  will  perc<^ive,  I  owe  many  obligations,  and 
who  feldom  fuffers  a  parallel  paflage  to  efcape  him. 

JOHH  WaKTOIT. 


ANNUS  MIRABILIS; 


THE 
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1666. 


AN  HISTORICAL  POEM. 


TO  TBX 


METROPOLIS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

THB  K08T  ABirOWiriO  AND  LATB  ?L0VEt8HIVO 

CITY   OP   LONDON, 

IN  ITS  REPRESENTATIVES 

THE  XORP-MATOIi  AND  COURT  07  ALD£flM£N>  TfiJS 
SHERIFFS,  AND  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  IT^. 

j^S  perhaps  I  am  the  firft  who  evtr  piefented  a 
work  of  this  nature  to  the  metropolis  of  any  nation ; 
fo  it  is  liicewife  confonant  to  jvMcey  that  he  who  was 
to  give  the  firft  example  of  fuch  a  dedication  fliould 
begin  it  with  that  city,  which  has  fet  a  pattern  to  all 
others  of  true  loyalty,  invincible  courage,  and  un« 
ihaken  conftancy.     Other  cities  have  been  praifed 

*  This  dedication  has  been  left  ont  in  all  editions  of  the  poem 
but  the  firft.  To  me  there  appears  in  it  an  honefl  unfeigned 
warmth  and  a  love  for  the  king,  which  compenlates  for  any 
tiling  that  may  have  dropped  from  our  author's  pen  in  his  verfes 
on  CromweU's  death  ;  however,  we  fubmit  this  opinion  under 
canreAioa  to  the  jadicions  readeh'  Dekrick. 
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for  the  fame  virtues,  but  I  am  much  deceived  if  any 
have  fo  dearly  purchafed  their  reputation;  their 
fame  has  been  won  them  by  cheaper  trials  than  an 
expenfive,  though  neceflary  war,  a  confuming  pefti- 
lence,  and  a  more  confuming  fire.  To  fubmit  your* 
felves  with  that  humility  to  the  jud^ents  of  Hea- 
ven, and  at  the  fame  time  to  raife  yourfelves  with 
that  vigour  above  all  human  enemies ;  to  be  com- 
bated at  once  from  above  and  from  below,  to  be 
ftruck  down  and  to  triumph :  I  know  not  whether 
fuch  trials  have  been  ever  paralleled  in  any  nation : 
the  refolution  and  fuccefies  of  them  never  can  be. 
Never  had  prince  or  people  more  mutual  reaibn  to 
love  each  other,  if  fuffering  for  each  other  can  endear 
affe&ion.  You  have  come  together  a  pair  of  match- 
leis  lovers,  through  many  difficulties ;  he,  through  a, 
long  exile,  various  traverfes  of  fortune,  and  the  in- 
terpofition  of  many  rivals,  who  .violently  raviihed 
and  with-held  you  from  him :  and  certainly  you  have 
had  your  ihare  in  fufferings.  But  Providence  ha3 
cail  upon  you  want  of  trade,  that  you  might  appear 
bountiful  to  your  country's  neceffities ;  and  the  reft 
of  your  affli&ions  are  not  more  the  effeSta  of  God's 
difpleafure  (frequent  examples  of  them  having  been 
in  the  reign  of  the  moft  excellent  princes)  than  occa- 
fions  for  the  manifefting  of  your  Chriftian  and  civil 
virtues.  To  you  therefore  this  Year  of  Wonders  is 
juftly  dedicated,  becaufe  you  have  made  it  fo.  You, 
who  are  to  itand  a  wonder  to  all  years  and  ages, 
and  who  have  built  yourfelves  an  immortal  monument 
on  your  own  rains.    You  are  qqw  a  Phoenix  in  her 
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aiheSy  and,  as  far  as  humanity  can  approach,  a  great 
emblem  of  the  fuffering  Deity :  but  Heaven  never 
made  fo  much  piety  and  virtue  to  leave  it  miferable. 
I  have  heard,  indeed,  of  fome  virtuous  perfons  who 
have  ended  unfortunately,  but  never  of  any  virtuous 
nation :  Providence  is  engaged  too  deeply,  when  the 
cauie  becomes  fo  general ;  and  I  cannot  imagine  it 
has  refolved  the  ruin  of  that  people  at  home,  which  it 
has  blefled  abroad  with  fuch  fucceiTes.     I  am  there- 
fore to  conclude,  that  your  fufferings  are  at  an  end ; 
and  that  one  part  of  my  poem  has  not  been  more  an 
4uftory  of  your  de(tru6lion,  than  the  other  a  prophecy 
of  your  reftoratjon.    The  accomplifliment  of  which 
happinefs,  as  it  is  the  wiih  of  all  true  Englifhmeny 
lb  is  it  by  none  more  pafiionately  delired  than  by. 


The  greateft  of  your  admirers, 


And  moft  humble  of  your  fervants, 


JOHN  DRYDEN. 


AN  ACCOUNT 


o?  THs  siisuxjra 


POEM, 


IV  A  X.BTTEB  TO  THK 


HON.   SIR  ROBERT  HOWARD. 


SIR, 

±  AM  fo  many  ways  obliged  to  you,  and  fo  little 
able  to  return  your  favours,  that,  like  thofe  who  owe 
too  much,  I  can  only  live  by  getting  farther  into 
your  debt  You  have  not  only  been  careful  of  my 
fortune,  which  was  the  efFeO;  of  your  noblenefs,  but 
you  have  been  folicitous  of  my  reputation,  which  is 
that  of  your  kindnefs.  It  is  not  long  fince  I  gave 
you  the  trouble  of  perufing  a  play  for  me,  and  now, 
inftead  of  an  acknowledgment,  I  have  given  you  a 
greater,  in  the  corred;ion  of  a  poem.  But  fmce  you 
are  to  bear  this  perfecution,  I  will  at  leaft  give  you 
the  encouragement  of  a  martyr ;  you  could  never 
fuffer  in  a  nobler  caufe.  For  I  have  chofen  the 
moit  heroic  fubje6):  which  any  poet  could  deiire :  I 
have  taken  upon  me  to  defcribe  the  motives,  the  be*^ 
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gmning,  progress,  and  fucceffes,  of  a  moft  Juft  and 
neceffary  war :  in  it,  the  care,  management,  and  pru- 
dence of  our  king;  the  conduCl  and  valour  of  a 
royal  admiral,  and  of  two  incomparable  generals ; 
the  invincible  courage  of  our  captains  and  feamen ; 
and  three  glorious  viftories,  the  refult  of  all.  After 
this,  I  have,  in  the  Fire,  the  mod  deplorable,  but 
withal  the  greateft,  argument  that  can  be  imagined ; 
the  deftruftion  being  fo  fwift,  fo  fudden,  fo  vali,  and 
miferable,  as  nothing  can  parallel  in  ftory.  The 
former  part  of  this  poem,  relating  to  the  war,  is  but 
a  due  expiation  for  my  not  ferving  my  king  and 
country  in  it.  All  gentlemen  are  almoft  obliged  to 
it;  and  I  know  no  reafon  we  (hould  give  that  ad- 
vantage to  the  Commonalty  of  England,  to  be  fore- 
moft  in  brave  a6lions,  which  the  Noblefle  of  France 
would  never  fuffer  in  their  peafants.  I  (hould  not 
have  written  this  but  to  a  perfon  who  has  been  ever 
forward  to  appear  in  all  employments,  whither  his 
honour  and  generofity  have  called  him.  The  latter 
part  of  my  poem,  which  defcribes  the  Fire,  I  owe, 
firft  to  the  piety  and  fatherly  afFe6lion  of  our  monarch 
to  his  fuifering  fubje6is ;  and,  in  the  fecond  place,  to 
the  courage,  loyalty,  ar^d  magnanimity  of  the  city  ; 
both  which  were  fo  confpicuous,  that  I  have  wanted 
words  to  celebrate  them  as  they  deferve.  I  have 
called  my  poem  Hiftorical,  not  Epic,  though  both 
the  actions  aoA  a^rs  are  as  much  heroic  as  any 
poem  can  Contain.  But  iirice  the  aflion  is  not  pro- 
perly (Mie,  nor  that  accompUfl^d  in  the  lait  fuccefles, 
1  have  judged  \%  too  bold  a  title  for  a  few  itanzas, 
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which  are  little  more  in  number  than  a  £ngle  Iliad^ 
or  the  longeft  of  the  iBneids.  For  this  reafon  (I 
mean  not  of  length,  but  broken  a3jon,  tied  too  fe- 
verely  to  the  laws  of  hiftory)  I  am  apt  to  agree  with 
thofe,  who  rank  Lucan,  rather  among  hiftorians  in 
verfe,  than  Epic  poets  :  in  whofe  room,  if  I  am  not 
deceived,  Silius  Italicus,  though  a  worie  writer,  may 
more  juftly  be  admitted.  *  1  have  chofen  to  write 
my  poem  in  quatrains,  or  ilanzas  of  four  in  alternate 
rhyme,  becaufe  I  have  ever  judged  them  more  noble, 
and  of  greater  dignity,  both  for  the  found  and  num* 
ber,  than  any  other  verfe  in  ufe  amongft  us;  in 
which  I  am  fure  I  have  your  approbation.  The 
learned  languages  have  certainly  a  great  advantage 
of  us,  in  not  being  tied  to  the  flavery  of  any  rhyme; 
and  were  leis  conftrained  in  the  quantity  of  every 
iyllable,  which  they  might  vary  with  fpondees  or 
da6lyls,  beiides  fo  many  other  helps  of  grammatical 
figures,  for  the  lengthening  or  abbreviation  of  them, 
than  the  modem  are  in  the  clofe  of  that  one  iyllable, 
which  often  confines,  and  more  often  corrupts,  the 
fenfe  of  all  the  reft  But  in  this  neceffity  of  our 
rhymes,  I  have  always  found  the  couplet  verfe  moil 
eafy,  though  not  fo  proper  for  this  occafion :  for  there 

*  Dryden  certainly  foon  changed  bis  opinion,  (ince  he  never 
ailer  pradiftd  the  manner  of  veHification  he  has  here  praifed; 
but  we  (hall  find  it  always  his  way  to  alfure  os,  that  his  prefeat 
mode  of  writing  is  beft.  Confcious  of  his  own  importance,  he 
foared  above  controol ;  and  when  he  coropofed  a  poem,  he  fet  it 
up  as  a  ftandard  of  imitation,  deducing  from  it  rules  of  criticifm, 
the  pradice  of  which  he  endeavoured  to  inforce,  till  either 
through  intereil  or  hxicy  he  was  induced  to  change  bis  opinion. 

DSEKICK. 
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the  Ytoxk  18  fooner  at  an  end,  every  two  lines  con- 
cluding the  labour  ci  the  poet ;  but  in  quatrains  he 
is  to  carry  it  fartiier  on,  and  not  only  fo,  but  to  bear 
along  in  his  head  the  troublefome  fenfe  of  four  lines 
together.  For  thofe  who  write  correfi;Iy  in  this 
kind,  maft  needs  acknowledge,  that  the  laft  line  of 
the  flanza  is  to  be  confidered  in  the  compofition  of 
the  firft.  Neither  can  we  give  ourfelves  the  liberty 
of  making  any  part  of  a  verfe  for  the  fake  of  rhyme, 
or  concluding  with  a  word  which  is  not  current 
Engliih,  or  ufing  the  variety  of  female  rhymes ;  all 
which  our  fathers  practifed:  and  for  the  female 
rhymes,  they  are  Hill  in  ufe  amongfl  other  nations ; 
with  the  Italian  in  every  line,  with  the  Spaniard  pro- 
miicttoufly,  with  the  French  alternately;  as  thofe 
who  have  read  the  Alarique,  the  Pucelle,  or  any  of 
their  later  poems,  will  agree  with  me.  And  befides 
this,  they  write  in  Alexandrins,  or  verfes  of  fix  feet ; 
fuch  as  amongft  us  is  the  old  tranflation  of  Homer 
by  Chapman:  all  which^  by  lengthening  of  their 
chain,  makes  the  fphere  of  their  a3:ivity  the  larger. 
I  have  dwelt  too  long  upon  the  choice  of  my  ftanza, 
which  you  niay  remember  is  much  better  defended  in 
the  preface  to  Gondibert ;  and  therefore  I  will  haften 
to  acquaint  you  with  my  endeavours  in  the  writing. 
In  general  I  will  only  fay,  I  have  never  yet  feen  the 
defcription  of  any  naval  fight  in  the  proper  terms 
which  are  ufed  at  fea ;  and  if  there  be  any  fuch,  in 
another  language,  as  that  of  Lucan  in  the  third  of 
his  Pharialia,  yet  I  could  not  avail  myfelf  of  it  in 
the  Engliih ;  the  terms  of  art  in  every  tongue  bearing 
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more  of  the  idiom  of  it  than  any  other  words^  We 
hear  indeed  among  our  poets,  of  the  thundering  of 
guns,  the  fmoke,  the  difbrder,  and  the  Daughter ;  but 
all  thefe  are  common  notions.  And  certainly,  as 
thofe  who,  in  a  logical  difpute,  keep  in  general  terms^ 
would  hide  a  fallacy,  fo  thofe,  who  do  it  ui  any  poeti* 
cal  defcription^  would  veil  their  ignorance. 

DefcripHis  fervare  vices  operumque  coIores> 
Cur  ego^  ii  oequeo  ignoroque^  Poeta  falutor  i 

For  my  own  part,  if  I  had  little  knowledge  of  the  fea*, 
yet  I  have  thought  it  no  ftiame  to  learn;  and  if  I  have 
made  fome  few  miftakes,  'tis  only,  as  you  can  bear 
me  witnefe,  becaufe  I  have  wanted  opportunity  to 
correQ:  them ;  the  whole  poem  being  firft  written, 
and  now  fent  you  from  a  place,  where  I  have  not  fo 
much  as  the  converfe  of  any  Teaman.     Yet  though 
the  trouMe  I  had  in  writing  it  was  great,  it  was 
more  than  recompenfed  by  the  pleafure.     I  found 
myfelf  h  warm  in  celebrating  the  praifes  of  military 
men,  two  fuch  efpecially  as  the  Prince  and  General^ 
that  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  infpired  me  with  thoughts 
above  my  ordinary  level.     And  I  am  well  fatisfied, 
that,  as  they  are  incomparably  the  bed  fubje6t  I  ever 
liad,  excepting  only  the  Royal  Family,  fo  alfo,  that 
this  I  have  written  of  them  is  nmeh  better  tlian  what 
I  have  performed  on  any  other.     I  have  been  forced 
to  help  out  other  arguments ;  but  this  has  been  boun<- 
tiful  ta  me :  they  have  been  low  and  barren  of  praife'^ 
and  I  have  exalted  tliem,  and  made  them  fruitful- ; 
but  here — Omnia  fpontefuA  reddit  jujiiffima  tellu^ 
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t  have  had  a  large,  a  fair,  and  a  pleafatit  field  ;  fo 
fertile,  that  without  my  cultivating,  it  has  given  me 
two  harveils  in  a  fummer,  and  in  both  opprefTed  the 
reaper.  All  other  greatrtefs  in  fubjeCks  is  only  coun- 
terfeit; it  will  not  endure  the  teft  of  danger;  the 
greatnefi  of  arms  is  only  real ;  other  greatnefs  bur^ 
dens  a  nation  with  its  weight,  this  fupports  it  with 
its  ftrength.  And  as  it  is  the  happinefs  of  the  age, 
fo  it  is  the  peculiar  goodnefs  of  the  beft  of  kings,  that 
we  may  praife  his  fubjefts  without  offending  him. 
Doubtlefs  it  proceeds  from  a  juft  confidence  of  his 
own  virtue,  which  the  lufire  of  no  other  can  be  fo 
great  as  to  darken  in  him  ;  for  the  good  or  the  va- 
liant are  never  fafely  praiied  under  a  bad  or  a  dege- 
nerate prince.  But  to  return  from  this  digreffion  to 
a  farther  account  of  my  poem ;  I  muft  crave  leave 
to  tell  you,  that  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  adorn  it 
with  noble  thoughts,  fb  much  more  to  exprefs  thole 
thoughts  with  elocution.  The  compofition  of  all 
poems  is,  or  ought  to  be,  of  wit ;  and  wit  in  the 
poet,  or  wit-writing  (if  you  will  give  me  leave  to 
uie  a  fchool-diitin6Hon)  is  no  other  than  the  faculty 
of  imagination  in  the  writer,  which,  like  a  nimble 
fpaniel,  beats  over  and  ranges  through  the  field  of 
memory,  'till  it  fprings  the  quarry  it  hunted  after ; 
or,  without  metaphor,  which  fearches  over  all  the 
memory  for  the  fpecies  or  ideas  of  thofe  things  which 
it  defigns  to  reprefent  Wit  written  is  that  which  is 
well  defined,  the  happy  refult  of  thought,  or  produft 
of  imagination.  But  to  proceed  from  wit,  in  the 
general  notion  of  it,  to  the  proper  wit  of  an  heroic  or 
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birtorical  poem,  I  judge  it  chiefly  to  confift  in  the 
delightful  imaging  of  perfons,  adions,.  paffions,  or 
things.  Tis  not  the  jerk  or  fting  of  an  epigram,  nor 
the  feeming  coiitradid:ion  of  a  poor  antithefis,  (the 
delight  of  an  ill-judging  audience  in  a  play  of  rhyme) 
nor  the  gingle  of  a  more  poor  Paranomafia ;  neither 
IS  it  fi>  much  the  morality  of  a  grave  fentence,  afieSed 
by  Lucan,  but  more  fparingly  ufed  by  Virgil ;  but  it 
is  ibme  lively  and  apt  defcription,  dreffed  in  foch 
colours  of  fpeechi  that  it  fets  be^pre  your  eyes  the 
fibfent  objed,  as  perfedly  and  more  delightfully  thaii 
nature.  So  then  the  &rft  happinefe  of  the  poetV 
imagination  is-  properly  invention  or  finding  of  the 
thought;  the  fecond  is  fancy,  or  the  variation,  de- 
riving or  moulding  of  that  thought  as  the  judgment 
jrepreients  it  proper  to  the  fubje6t ;  the  third  is  elo- 
cution, or  the  art  of  cloathing  and  adorning  that 
thought,  fo  found  and  varied,  in  apt>  fignificant,  and 
founding  words  :  the  quickneis  of  the  imagination  ia 
feen  in  the  invention,  the  fertility  in  the  fancy,  and 
the  accuracy  in  tiie  expreffion.  For  the  two  firit  of 
thefe,  Ovid  is  famous  amongft  the  poets;  for  the 
latter,  Vii^L  Ovid  images  more  often  the*  move* 
ments  and  afre6;ions  of  the  mind,  either  combating 
between  two  contrary  paffions,  or  extremely  dif- 
compofed  by  one.  His  words  therefore  are  the  leafi 
part  of  hb  care ;  for  he  pidures  nature  in  diforder^ 
with  which  the  ftudy  and  choice  of  words  is  incon- 
fiftent.  This  is  the  proper  wit  of  dialogue  or  dif- 
courfe,  and  confequentty  of  the  drama,  where  all 
that  is  faid  is  to  be  fuppofed  the  effe£i  of  fuddcn 
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tboaght ;  which,  though  it  excludes  not  the  quick- 
nefs  of  wit  in  repartees,  yet  admits  not  a  too  cuiious 
eleflion  of  words,  too  frequent  alluiions,  or  ufe  of 
tropes,  or  in  fine  any  thing  that  Ihews  remotenefs  of 
thought  or  labour  in  the  Mriter.  On  the  other  fide, 
Virgil  fpeaks  not  fo  often  to  us  in  the  perfon  of  ano* 
ther,  like  Ovid,  but  in  his  own :  he  relates  almofi;  all 
things  as  from  himfelf,  and  thereby  gains  more  liberty 
than  the  other,  to  expreis  his  thoughts  with  all  the 
graces  of  elocution,  to  write  more  figuratively,  and  to 
confess  as  well  the  labour,  as  the  force  of  his  imagina- 
tion. Though  he  deicribes  his  Dido  well  and  naturally, 
in  the  violence  ofherpaffions,  yet  he  mufi:  yield  ia 
that  to  the  Myrrha,  the  Biblis,  the  Althfl^a,  of  Ovid ; 
for  as  great  an  admirer  of  him  as  I  am,  I  muft  ac- 
Jknowledge,  that  if  I  fee  not  more  of  their  fouls  thaji 
I  fee  of  Dido's,  at  leaft  I  have  a  greater  concemmen 
for  them:  and  that  convinces  me,  that  Ovid  ha& 
touched  thofe  tender  ftrokes  more  delicately  than  Vir- 
gil oould.  JBut  when  a3ion  or  perfons  are  to  be  de- 
fcribed,  wfaea  any  fucb  image  is  to  be  fet  before  us, 
how  bold,  how  mafteriy  are  the  fi;rokes  of  Virgil  !— 
We  fee  the  objeds  he  pneients  us  with  in  their  native 
figures,  in  their  proper  motions ;  but  fo  we  fee  them, 
as  our  own  eyes  could  never  have  beheld  them  to 
beautiful  in  themfelves.  We  fee  the  foul  of  the  poet, 
like  that  univerial  one  of  which  he  fpeaks,  informing 
and  moving  through  all  his  piEbures : 

— ^Totamque  iDfuia  per  artus 
MDens  affitat  molein.  &  masno  fe  corpore  mifcet. 
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We  behold  him  embelliihing  his  images,  as  he  makes 
Venus  breathing  beauty  upon  her  fon  Maeas. 


lumenque  juventae 


Purpureum^  Sc  l^etos  oculis  ^ffikmt  honores  : 
Quale  mauuH  adduni  Ebori  decus^  aut  ubi  flavo 
Argentutn  Pariufve  lapis  circundatur  auro. 

See  his  Tempeft,  his  Funeral  Sports,  his  Combat 
of  Turn  us  and  JEneas :  and  in  his  Georgics,  which  I 
efteem  the  divined  part  of  all  his  writings,  the 
Plague,  the  Country,  the  Battle  of  the  Bulls,  the 
Labour  of  the  Bees,  and  thofe  many  other  excellent 
images  of  nature,  moft  of  which  are  neither  great  in 
themfelves,  nor  have  any  natural  ornament  to  bear 
them  up :  but  the  words  wherewith  he  defcribes  them 
are  fo  excellent,  that  it  might  be  well  applied  to  him, 
which  was  faid  by  0\id,  Materiam  fuperabat  opus : 
the  very  found  of  his  words  has  often  Ibmewhat  that 
is  connatural  to  the  fubjed: ;  and  while  we  read  him, 
we  fit,  as  in  a  play,  beholding  the  fcenes  of  what  he 
reprefents.  To  perform  this,  he  made  frequent  ufe 
of  tropes,  which  you  know  change  the  nature  of  a 
known  word,  by  applying  it  to  fome  other  fignifica- 
tion  ;  and  this  is  it  which  Horace  means  in  his  epiftle 
to  the  Pifos : 

DixeriB  egregii^  notum  fi  callida  verbum 
Reddiderit  jun6lura  novum! 

But  I  am  fenfible  I  have  prefumed  too  far  to  en- 
tertain you  with  a  rude  difcourfe  of  that  art,  which 
you  both  know  fo  well,  and  put  into  praClice  with  fo 
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much  happinefs.  Yet  before  I  leave  Virgil,  I  muft 
own  the  vanity  to  tell  you,  and  by  you  the  world,  that 
he  has  been  my  mafter  in  this  poem :  I  have  followed 
him  every  where,  I  know  not  with  what  fuccefs,  but 
I  am  fure  with  diligence  enough :  my  images  are 
many  of  them  copied  from  him,  and  the  reft  are  imi- 
tations of  him.  My  expreffions  alfo  are  as  near  as 
the  idioms  of  the  two  languages  would  admit  of  in 
iranflation.  And  this,  fir,  I  have  done  with  that 
boldnefs,  for  which  I  will  ftand  accountable  to  any 
of  our  little  critics,  who,  perhaps,  are  no  better  ac- 
quainted with  him  than  I  am.  Upon  your  firft  pe- 
ruial  of  this  poem,  you  have  taken  notice  of  Tome 
words,  which  I  have  innovated  (if  it  be  too  bold  for 
me  to  iky  refined)  upon  his  Latin ;  which,  as  I  of- 
fer not  to  introduce  into  Englifli  profe,  fo  I  hope 
they  are  neither  improper,  nor  altogether  inelegant 
inverfe;  and,  intiiis,  Horace  will  again  defend  me. 

£tnova>  fi3aquenuper^  habebunt  verba  fidem^  fi 
Grseco  fonte  cadunt^  parce  detorta* 

The  inference  is  exceeding  plain :  for  if  a  Roman 
poet  might  have  liberty  to  coin  a  word,  fuppofing 
only  that  it  was  derived  from  the  Greek,  was  put  into 
a  Latin  termination,  and  that  he  ufed  this  liberty  but 
feldom,  and  with  modefty ;  how  much  more  juftly 
may  I  challenge  that  privilege  to  do  it  with  the  fame 
prerequifites,  from  the  beft  and  moft  judicious  of  La- 
tin writers  ?  In  fome  places,  where  either  th^  fancy 
or  the  words  were  his,  or  any  other's,  I  have  noted 
it  in  the  margin,  that  I  might  not  feem  a  plagiai-y ; 
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in  others  I  have  negle6bed  it,  to  avoid  aa  well  tedi^ 
oufneisy  as  the  afFe6tation  of  doing  it  too  often.  Such 
defcriptions  or  images  well  wrought,  which  I  pro** 
mise  not  for  mine,  are,  as  I  have  faid^  the  adequate 
delight  of  heroic  poefy ;  for  they  beget  admiration, 
which  is  its  proper  obje6t ;  as  the  inures  of  the  bur* 
lefque,  which  is  contrary  to  this,  by  the  fame  reafim 
beget  laughter :  for  the  one  Ihews  nature  beautified, 
as  in  the  pi3:ure  of  a  fair  womaUi  which  we  all  ad* 
mire;  the  other  (hews  her  deformed,  as  in  that  of  a 
lazar,  or  of  a  fool  with  diftorted  face  and  antique  gef« 
tures,  at  which  we  cannot  forbear  to  laugh,  becaufe 
it  is  a  deviation  from  nature.  But  though  the  fame 
images  ferve  equally  for  the  Epic  poefy,  and  for  the 
Hiftoric  and  Panegyric,  which  are  branches  of  it,  yet 
a  feveral  fort  of  fculpture  is  to  be  ufed  in  them.  If 
fome  of  them  are  to  be  like  thofe  of  Juvenal,  Sianta 
in  curribus  JEmiUanii  heroes  drawn  in  their  trium^ 
pbal  chariots,  and  in  their  fiiU  proportion ;  others 
are  to  be  like  that  of  Virgil,  Spirantia  molHilts  eera: 
there  is  fomewhat  more  of  foftnefs  and  tendernefs  to 
be  (hewn  in  them.  You  will  foon  find  I  write  not 
this  without  concern.  Some,  who  have  feen  a  paper 
of  verfes,  which  I  wrote  laft  year  to  her  Highnefs 
the  Dutchefs,  have  accufed  them  of  that  only  thing  I 
could  defend  in  them.  They  faid,  I  did  humi  ferpere^ 
that  I  wanted  not  only  height  of  fancy,  but  dignity 
of  words,  to  fet  it  off.  I  might  well  anfwer  with  that 
of  Horace,  Nunc  no7i  erat  his  locus ;  I  knew  I  ad* 
drefled  them  to  a  lady,  and  accordingly  I  affe3:ed 
the  foftnefs  of  exprelfion,  and  the  fmoothnefs  of  mea' 
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fure^  rather  than  the  height  of  thought ;  and  in  what 
I  did  endeaTour,  it  is  no  vanity  to  fay  I  have  fuc* 
oeeded.  I  deleft  arrogancse ;  but  there  is  fome  dif« 
ferenee  betwixt  that  and  a  juft  defence.  But  I  will 
not  fertfaer  bribe  your  candor  or  the  reader's.  I 
leave  them  to  fpeak  for  me ;  and,  if  they  can,  to 
make  out  that  character,  not  pretending  to  a  greater^ 
which  I  have  given  them*. 

And  now,  fir,  'tis  time  I  fliould  relieve  you  from 
the  tedious  length  of  this  account  You  have  bet«> 
ter  and  more  profitable  employment  for  your  hours^ 
and  I  wrong  the  public  to  detain  you  longer.  In 
conclufion,  I  muft  leave  my  poem  to  you  with  all  its 
faults,  which  I  hope  to  find  fewer  in  the  printing  by 
your  emendations.  I  know  you  are  not  of  the  num- 
ber of  thofe,  of  whom  the  younger  Pliny  fpeaks; 
Necjuntpariimmultiy  qui  carpere  amicos  fuosjudi- 
cium  vocant :  I  am  rather  too  fecure  of  you  on  that 
fide.  Your  candor  in  pardoning  my  errors  may 
make  you  more  remifs  in  correcting  them ;  if  you 
will  not  withal  confidef  that  they  come  into  the  world 
with  your  approbation,  and  through  your  hands.  I 
beg  from  you  the  greatefl;  favour  you  can  confer  upon 
an  abfent  perfon,  fince  I  repofe  upon  your  manage- 
ment what  is  deareft  to  me,  my  fame  and  reputa- 
tion ;  and  therefore  I  hope  it  will  fi;ir  you  up  to  make 
my  poem  fairer  by  many  of  your  blots ;  if  not,  you 
know  the  fi;ory  of  the  gamefter  who  married  the  rich 
man's  daughter,  and  when  her  father  denied  the  por- 

•  See  the  preceding  poem,  which  in  the  original  edition  of  the 
Jnnus  Mirabilis  occurs  in  this  place.  John  Waktok. 
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tion,  chriftened  all  his  children  by  his  fumame,  that 
if,  in  concluiion,  they  muft  beg,  they  (hould  do  fo 
by  one  name,  as  well  as  by  the  other.  But  fmce  the 
reproach  of  my  faults  will  light  on  you,  'tis  but  rea- 
ion  1  Ihould  do  you  that  juftice  to  the  readers,  to  let 
them  know,  that  if  there  be  any  thing  tolerable  in 
thb  poem,  they  owe  the  argument  to  your  choice, 
the  writing  to  your  encouragement,  the  correfUon  to 
your  judgment,  and  the  care  of  it  to  your  friendlhip, 
to  which  he  muft  ever  acknowledge  himfelf  to  owe  all 
things,  who  is, 

Sir, 
The  moft  obedient,  and  moft 


Faithful  of  your  fervants; 


From  ChirltOB  in  WUtflure^ 
Not.  10»  1666. 


JOHN  DRYDEN. 
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YEAR   OF   WONDERS*, 


1666. 


1. 

AN  thriving  arts  long  time  liad  Holland  grown, 
Crouching  at  home  and  cruel  when  abroad  : 

Scarce  leaving  us  the  means  to  claim  our  own; 
Our  king  they  courted,  and  our  merchant^ 
aw'd. 


•  "  This  poera  is  written  with  great  diligence,  yet  does  not 
fully  anfwor  the  expc6lation  raifed  by  fuch  fubjeds,  and  fuch  a 
writer.  With  tlie  ilanza  of  Davenant,  he  has  fomctimcs  his  vein 
of  parenthefisy  and  incidental  difquifition,  and  flops  his  narrative 
for  a  wife  remark.  The  general  fault  is,  that  he  affords  more 
fcntimentthan  defcription,  and  does  not  fo  mach  imprcfs  fcenes 
upon  the  fancy,  as  deduce  confequences,  and  make  compari- 
fons/' — Johnfon's  Life  of  Dryden.  John  Wakton. 

Ver.  1.]  '*  The  initial  ftanzas  have  rather  too  much  refem* 
blance  to  the  firfl  lines  of  Waller's  poem  on  the  war  with  Spain ; 
perhaps  fuch  a  beginning  is  natural,  and  could  not  be  avoided 
without  affection.  Both  Waller  and  Dryden  might  take  their 
hint  from  the  poem  on  the  civil  war  of  Rome.  Orbem  jam 
totum,"  &c. — ^Johnfon's  Life  of  Dryden.        Johh  Waatoh. 
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2. 
Trade,  which  like  blood  (hould  circularly  flow,  5 
Stopp'd  in  their  channels,  found  its  freedom 
loft: 
Thither  the  wealth  of  all  the  world  did  go, 
And  feem'd  but  fliipwreck'd  on  fo bafe  a  coaft. 

3. 
For  thetfi  alone  the  heavens  had  kindly  heat; 

In  eaftern  quarries  ripening  precious  dew:  10 
Por  them  the  Idumaean  balm  did  fweat. 

And  in  hot  Ceilon  fpicy  forefts  grew« 

4- 
The  fun  but  feem'd  the  laborer  of  their  year; 
Each  wexing  moon  fupply'd  her  wat'ry  ftoret 

Yer.S.  Tnde^  xohkk  Uix  blood  JkouU  drcuhrl^Jiaw,}  Witk 
equal  liberty  Cowper : 

«—  The  band  of  commerce  was  defigii'd 
T'aflbci&te  all  the  branches  of  mankind ; 
And,  if  a  boundlefs  plenty  be  the  Robe, 
Trade  is  the  golden  girdle  of  the  globe. 

John  Wakto¥. 

Ver.  lOu  In  eqfiem  quarries^  Ac]  Precious  ilones  at  firft 
are  dew,  condcnfed  and  hardened  by  the  warmth  of  the  fun,  or 
fubterrancan  iircs.    Original  Edition,  16*67» 

Vcr.  11.  Far  them  the  Idumaan  babn  did  fweat ^1  Pope  had 
his  eye  ou  this  paflage,  where  defcribing  the  effedts  of  commerce 
)ic  fays. 

For  me  the  balm  ihall  bleed,  and  amber  flow^  ^c. 

Windfor  Foreft,  line  393, 
John  Waeton. 

Vcr.  13.    their  year ;'}    Corre6led  from  the  ori* 

ginal  edition,  ISmo.  l667.     Derrick  has,  Me  year.       Todd. 

Ver«  14.  Each  tvexitig^  &c.]  According  to  their  opinion, 
who  think  tliat  great  heap  of  waters  under  the  Line  is  deprefied 
into  tides  by  the  moon,  towards  the  Poles.     Oiiginal  edition.' 

Ibid.    -— —  uexing}    Original  edition.    Derrick,  waxing. 

Todd. 
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To  fwell  thofe  tides,  which  from  the  line  did 
bear  15 

Their  brim-full  yeflbls  to  the  Belgian  (hore. 

5. 
Thus,  mighty  in  her  (hips,  flood  Carthage  long. 
And  fwept  the  riches  of  the  world  from  far; 
Yet  floop'd  to  Rome,  lefs  wealthy,  but  more 
flrong : 
And   this-  may  prove   our  fecond   Punick 

war.  M 

6. 
What  peace  can  be,  where  both  to  one  pretend  ? 
(But  they  more  diligent,  and  we  more  flrong) 
Or  if  a  peace,  it  foon  mud  have  an  end ; 
For  they  would  grow  too  powerful  were  it 

long. 

7. 
Behold. two  nations  then,  engaged  fo  far,        2^ 

That  each  fev'n  years  the  fit  mufl:  (hake  each 

land : 

Where  France  will  fide  to  weaken  us  by  war. 

Who  only  can  bis  vafl  defigns  withfland. 

Vcr.  15.     tkqfc  tides,]     Original  edition.     Derrick, 

mod  probably  by  an  error  of  the  prefs,  has  tide.  Todd. 

Ver.  19.    ^oop'd  to  Rome^]    The  prefident  Henault* 

after  fo  much  has  been  faid  of  the  Romans,  has  made  this  fine 
and  new  refledion  : — **  Is  it  not  aftonifhing  that  this  celebrated 
and  extenfive  empire  of  Rome  (hould  have  fubfided  from  tho4inic 
of  Romulus  to  that  of  Theodofius  II.  that  is  to  fay,  more  than 
a  thoufand  years,  without  ever  having  had  a  complete  body  of 
lawa,**  Dr.  J.  Wartom, 
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8. 
See  how  he  feeds  th' Iberian  with  delays, 

To  render  us  his  timely  friend(hip  vain:      3o 
And  while  his  fecret  foul  on  Flanders  preys, 

He  rocks  the  cradle  of  the  babe  of  Spain. 

9. 
Such  de^p  deiigns  of  empire  does  he  lay 

O'er  them,  whofe  caufe  he  feems  to  take  in 

hand; 

And  prudently  would  make  them  lords  at  fea,  35 

To  whom  with  eafe  he  can  give  laws  by  land. 

10. 
This  fdw  our  king;  and  long  within  his  bread 

His  penfive  counfels  balanced  to  and  fro : 
He  griev*d  the  land  he  freed  (hould  beopprefsM, 

And  he  lefs  for  it  than  ufurpers  do.  40 

11. 
His  generous  mind  the  fair  ideas  drew 

Of  fame  and  honour,  which  in  dangers  lay; 
Where  wealth,  like  fruit  on  precipices,  grew. 

Not  to  be  gathered  but  by  birds  of  prey.  • 

12. 
The  lofs  and  gain  each  fatally  were  great ;     45 

And  ftill  his  fubje£is  call'd  aloud  for  war ; 
But  peaceful  kings,  o'er  martial  people  fet, 

Each  other's  poize  and  counterbalance  are. 

Vcr.  29.    '  tV  Ibvrian]     Th«  Spaniard.    Orig.  edit. 


ANNUS  MIRABIUS.  95 

13. 
He  firft  furvey'd  the  charge  with  careful  eyes. 
Which  none   but  mighty  monarchs   could 
maintain;  so 

Yet  judg'd,  like  vapours  that  from  limbec9 

rile, 
It  would  in  richer  (howers  defcend  again. 

14. 
At  length  refolv'd  t'aflert  the  wat'ry  ball. 
He  in  himfelf  did  whole  Armadoes  bring  : 

Ver.  51.  Yet  Jnd^d^  tike  vapoun  that  from  limbecs  ri/r,"] 
Dry  den's  allufioos  to  cbeiuiilry  and  chemical  operations  are 
frequent.  John  Wartoh. 

Vor.  5$,  At  length  reJoh*d}  It  may  be  Hill  doubted  whc« 
ther  a  naval  engagement,  though  a  magnificent  obje^l  in  itfelf^ 
is  yet  a  proper  fubje^l  for  heroic  poetry.  Boileam  boafled  to 
his  friend  and  commentator  Brqffette^  that  he  was  the  firll  of 
modern  poets,  who  had  ventured  to  mention  gunpowder  in  verfe; 
which  he  did  in  his  4th  Epiftle,  addreifed  to  Louis  XIV.  at  line 
121: 

De  iklfpetre  en  foreur  Tair  s'echauffe  et  s'allume. 

Alfo  at  line  123: 

Deja  dtt  plomb  mortel. 

And  again  in  his  8th  Satire,  line  153 ;  in  his  4th  EpifiVc, 
line  54  and  121 ;  and  in  his  Ode  on  Namur : 

£t  les  bombes  dans  les  airs. 

Moft  undoubtedly  the  firft  time  that  ever  bombs  were  intro- 
duced into  lyric  poetry.  But  the  example  even  of  Boileau  will 
not  juftify  the  ufe  of  tnefe  images,  becaufe  they  do  not  lofc  that 
familiarity  which  produces  diiguft..  As  to  technical  terms,,  and 
fea  language,  the  epic  mufe  ihould  certainly  difdain  to  utter 
them.  Our  author  has  been  lavifii  of  them  indeed,  and  full  led 
his  piece  by  talking  frequently  like  a  boatfwain.  How  can  we 
dPefend  fuch  expremonsas  the  following:  *'  Old  Okura— calking 
iron— boiling  pitch — rattling  mallet^-cbafe-guns — his  lee — fea^ 
foned  timber — feams  inftops — (harp-kcerd — ihrouds — tarpaw- 
ling.*  Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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Him  aged  feamen  might  their  mafter  call,      53 

And  choofe  for  general^  were  he  not  their 

king. 

15. 

It  feems  as  every  (hip  their  fovereign  knows; 

His  awful  fummons  they  fo  foon  obey  ; 
So  hear  the  fcaly  herd  when  Proteus  blows. 

And  fo  to  pafture  follow  through  the  fea.  60 

16. 
To  fee  this  fleet  upon  the  ocean  move. 

Angels  drew  wide  the  curtains  of  the  fkies  ; 
And  heaven,  as  if  there  wanted  lights  above. 

For  tapers  made  two  glaring  comets  rife. 

Ver.  59.  So  hear  thefcalt/  hcrdi  The  firft  edition  erroneoufly 
has  here,  Todd, 

ibid.  when  Proteus  hlaws^ 

Coeruleus  Proteus  itnraania  ponti 

Armentai  et  magnas  pa(cit  fub  gurgite  phocas.     Virg* 

Original  edition. 

Ver.  60.  Andfo  to  pqfiurefoilow^  &c.]  For  Proteus  was  the 
ihepherd  of  Neptune*  and  hence  Milton  gives  him  a  hook, 
Coraus,  V.  872* 

'^  By  the  Carpathian  wixard's  hook." 

Compare  Virgil,  Georg.  iv.  395. 

**  immania  cujus 

**  Armcnta,  et  turpes  pafcit  fub  gurgite  phocas." 

Todd.    • 

Ver.  62.  Angels  drew  mde  the  curtains  of  the  Jkies;"]  This 
line  feems  indebted  to  Sir  P.  Sidney's  Aftropbcl  aiid  Stella: 

^*  Phoebus  drew  wide  the  curtaincs  of  the  ikies." 

Todd. 

Ver.  64.     ■  tvx)  glaring  comets]    A  very  improper  and 

abfurd  image ;  as  alfo  at  verfe  6*2.  Dr.  J.  Wa&toit. 

Ibid. two  glaring  comets  rife,]     A    comet  was 

fcea  firft  on  the  14th  of  December^  1664,  which  laded  almoft 
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17. 
Whether  they  un6iuous  exhalations  are,         65 

Fir'd  by  the  fun,  or  feeming  fo  alone : 

Or  each  fome  more  remote  and  flippery  ftar. 

Which  lofes  footing  when  to  mortals  (hown. 

18. 

Or  one,  that  bright  companion  of  the  fan, 

Whofe  glorious  afpefi  feal'd  our  new-born 

king;  70 

And  now,  a  round  of  greater  years  begun, 

New  influence  from  his  walks  of  light  did 

bring. 

19. 

Viftorious  York  did  firft  with  fam'd  fuccefs. 

To  his  known  valour  make  the  Dutch  give 

place : 

Thus  Heav'n  our  monarch's  fortune  did  con- 

fefs,  75 

Beginning  conqueft  from  his  royal  race. 

three  months ;  and  another  the  6th  of  April,  l665,  which  wa^ 
vifible  to  us  fourteen  days. — :AfpeHdix  to  Sherbum's  Tratiflation, 
tfManilius^  p.  211.  Dearick. 

Ver.  69*     That  bright  cempamon  ofthtfiany 

Whofe  gtorious  ofpeBfeaUd  our  neohbom  king.l 

A  new  ftar  appeared  in  the  open  day  about  the  time  of  King 
Charles  the  Second's  birth ;  a  fad  which  Lilly,  the  famous  aftro- 
nomer,  denied,  affirming  it  to  be  only  the  planet  Venus,  which 
may  be  often  feen  by  day- light,  as  has  been  experienced  by  all 
curious  people  again  in  1757«  Derrick. 

Ven  71*    -^nd  nofw^  a  round  of  greater  yean  begun^ 

**  Magnus  ab  iategro  fs^clorum  nafcitur  ordo/^    Virg* 

JoHK  Warton. 
▼OL.  I.  H 
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20. 

But  fince  it  was  decreed,  aufpicious  king. 

In  Britain^s  right  that  thou  (houldft  wed  the 

main, 

Heav'n,  as  a  gage,  would  call  fome  precious 

thing, 

And  therefore  doom'd  that  Lawibn  (hould  be 

(lain.  80 

21. 

Lawfon  amongft  the  foremoft  met  bis  fate. 
Whom  fea-green  Sirens  from  the  rocks  la- 
ment : 

Thus  as  an  offering  for  the  Grecian  (late. 
He  firft  was  kiird  who  firft  to  battle  went. 

22. 

Their  chief  blown  up  in  air,  not  waves,  expir'd,  85 
To  which  his  pride  prefum'd  to  give  the  law : 

'Ver.  80.  And  therefore  doom'df  &c.]  Sir  John  Lawfon  was 
born  at  Hull  of  but  mean  parentage,  and  bred  to  the  fea ;  he 
was  for  fome  time  employed  in  the  merchant's  fcrvice,  which  he 
left  for  that  of  the  Parliament,  in  which  he  foon  got  a  (hip,  and 
afterwards  carried  a  flag  under  Monk :  with  him  he  co-operated 
iri  the  reflo ration  of  the  king ;  for  which  good  reafou  he  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood  at  the  Hague.  He  zealoufly  fup« 
ported  our  claim  to  the  fovercignty  of  the  fea,  and  quarrelled 
with  De  Ruyter,  the  Dutch  admiral,  for  being  backward  in  ac- 
knowledging it,  an  accident  that  partly  occafioned  the  Dutch 
war.  In  the  adUon  here  celebrated  he  was  rear-admiral  of  the 
red,  and  adcd  immediately  under  his  Koyal  Highnefs.  His 
death  was  occafioned  by  a  mufket-ball,  that  wounded  him  in 
the  knee,  and  he  was  not  taken  proper  care  of.  We  find  him 
charaderifed  honcft,  brave,  loyal,  and  one  of  the  mcft  experi- 
enced fcamcn  of  his  time.  Derrick. 

Ver.  85,    TAcir  chief]    Th^  admiral  of  HolUnd.    Orig.  cdiL 
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The  Dutch  confef^'d  Heav'o  prefent,  and  retired. 
And  all  was  Britain  the  wide  ocean  fitw. 

2S. 
To  neareft  ports  their  (battered  (hips  repair^ 
Where  by    oar  dreadful  cannon  they  lay 
aw'd :  90 

So  reverently  men  quit  the  open  air^ 

Where  thunder  fpeaks  the  angry  gods  abroad. 

24. 
*  And  now  approach'd  their  fleet  from  India^ 
fraught 
With  all  the  riches  of  the  rifing  fun  : 
And   precious    fand    from    fouthern    climate^ 
brought  95 

The  fatal  regions  where  the  war  begun. 

25. 
Like  hunted  caftors,  confcious  of  their  (lore, 
Their  way-laid  wealth  to   Norway's  coafls 
they  bring : 

y«r,  92.    So  reverentfy  men  qtdt  the  open  mr^ 
Where  thunder /peaks  ^  &c.] 

^'  The  late  Mr.  James  Ralph  told  T^rd  Macartney,  that  he 
pafled  an  evening  with  Dr.  Youfig  at  Lord  Melcombe's  (then 
Mr.  Dodington)  at  Hammerfmith.  The  Po^or  happening  to 
go  out  into  the  garden,  Mr.  Dodington  obferved  to  him,  on  his 
retam,  that  it  was  a  dreadful  night,  as  in  truth  it  was,  there 
being  a  violent  ftorm  of  rain  and  wind.  *  No  Sir,'  replied  the 
Dodor, '  it  is  a  very  fine  night — the  Lord  is  abroftd.' "  Bof- 
well's  life  of  Johnfon,  vol.  iv.  p.  60.  Johk  Warton. 

•  The  attempt  at  Berghen.     Original  edition. 

Ver.  95.    — —  /trnthem  climates}    Guinea.    Orig.  edition. 

u2 


100  ANNUS  MIRABILia 

There  firft  the  North's  cold  bofom  fpiees  bore^ 
And  winter  brooded  on  the  eaftern  fpring.  loo 

By  the  rich  fcent  we  found  our  pcrfum'd  prey,- 
Which,  flanked  with  rocks/did  clofe  in  covert 
lie; 
And  round  about  their  murdering  cannon  lay, 
'   At  once  to  threaten  and  invite  the  eye* 

27. 
Fiercer  than  cannon,   and  than   rocks  more 
hard,  los 

The  Englifh  undertake  th'  unequal  war : 
Sev'n  (hips  alone,  by  which  the  port  is  barr'id, 
Befiege  the  Indies,  and  all  Denmark  dare. 

28. 

Thefe  fight  like  hufbands,  but  like  lovers  thofe: 

Thefe  &in  would  keep^  and  thole  more  fiiin 

enjoy:  iid 

And  to  fuch  height  their  frantic  paffion  grows. 

That  what  both  love,  both  hazard  to  de« 

ftroy* 

25. 

Amidft  whole  heaps  of  fpices  lights  a  ball,. 
And  now  their  odours  arm'd  againfl  them 

fly: 

Some  precioufly  by  (hatter'd  porcelain  fall,  iis 
And  fome  by  aromatick  fplinters  die» 
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50. 
And  though  by  tempefts  of  the  prize  bereft. 

In  heaven's  inclemency  fome  eafe  we  find : 

Our  foes  we  vanquifh'd  by  our  valour  left. 

And  only  yielded  to  the  feas  and  wind.      120 

SI. 
Nor  wholly  ioft  we  fo  defer v'd  a  prey ; 

For  dorms,  repenting,  part  of  it  reftor'd : 

Which  as  a  tribute  from  the  Baltick  fea. 

The  Briti(h  ocean  fent  her  mighty  lord. 

32. 
Go,  mortals,  now,  and  vex  yourfelves  in  vain  its 
For  wealth,  which  fo  uncertainly  mud  come : 
When  what  was  broughjt  fo  far,  and  with  fuch 
pain. 
Was  only  kept  to  lofe  it  nearer  home. 

33. 

The  fon,  who,  twice  three  months  on  th'  ocean 

toft, 

Prepar'd  to  tell  what  he  had  pafs'd  before,  130 

Now  fees  in  Englifti  (hips  the  Holland  coaft. 

And  parents'  arms,  in  vain,  flretchM  from 

the  (hore. 

34. 

This  careful  hufband  had  been  long  away. 

Whom  his  chafte   wife  and  little   children 

mourn; 

yer.193.]  Mr.  Todd  cites  Thompftn's  natural  and  patbotic 
fir9.kc : 
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Who  on  their  fingers  learn'd  to  tell  the  day  135 

On  which  their  father  promised  to  return. 

35. 
Such  are  the  proud  defigns  ofhuman^kind. 

And  fo  we  fufFer  fliipwreck  every  where ! 

Alas !  what  port  can  fuch  a  pilot  find, 

Who  in  the  night  of  fate  muft  blindly  fteer  ! 

36. 
The  undiftinguifti'd  feeds  of  good  and  iil,       i4i 

Heaven,  in  his  bofom,  from  our  knowledge 

hides : 

And  draws  them  in  contempt  of  human  (kill. 

Which  oft  for  friends  miftaken  foes  provides. 

37. 
Let  Munfter's  prelate  ever  be  accurft,  145 

In  whom  we  feek  the  German  faith  in  vain : 

In  vain  for  him  th'  officious  wife  prepares. 
The  fire  fair-blazing  and  the  veftmcnt  warm —  * 
In  Tain  his  little  children,  peeping  out 
Into  the  minglins  dorm  demand  their  (ire 
With  tears  of  artlefs  innocence — alas ! 
Nor  wife,  nor  children,  more  (hall  he  behold ; 
Nor  friends  nor  facred  home. 

Sific 

Omnia  dixi(ret ! 
In  point  of  melody  Dryden  had  in  his  eye  Lucretius. 
At  jam  non  domus  accipiet  le  laata,  nee  uxor 
Optima,  nee  dulces  occurrent  ofcula  nati 
Praripere,  et  tacitd  pedus  dulcedine  tangent. 
The  latter  part  of  the  defcription  is  natural  and  his  own. 

John  Wartoit. 
Ver.  137>    Suekare^  4*e.]     From  Petronius.'  Si  bene  calcu* 
lum  ponas,  ubique  fit  naufragium.     Orig.  ed. 
Ver.  141  •     The  undifiingui^'d  feeds  of  go&d  and  ill,] 
Prudens  futuri  temporis,  exi^uQi 
Caliginofll  node  premit  deus. 

John  Wartok. 
Ver«  145.    l4tt  Mwifier's  prelate^  Sfc]    The  famous  Bernard 


ANNUS  MIRABILIS.  103 

Alas  I  that  he  fliould  teach  the  Englifti  firft. 
That  fraud  and  avarice  in  the  Church  could 

reign  I 

38. 

Happy,  who  never  truft  a  ft  ranger's  will, 
Whofe  friend  (hip's  in  his  intereft  underftood ! 

Since  money  giv'n  but  tempts  him  to  be  ill,  151 
When  pow'r  is  too  remote  to  mals:e  him  good. 

39. 
Till  now,  alone  the  mighty  nations  ft  rove ; 

The  reft,  at  gaze,  without  the  lifts  did  ftand : 

And  threat'ning  France,  placed  like  a  painted 

Jove,  155 

Kept  idle  thunder  in  his  lifted  hand. 

40. 
That  eunuch  guardian  of  rich  Holland's  trade, 

"Who  envies  us  what  he  wants  pow'r  t'enjoy; 
Whofe  noifeful  valour  does  no  foe  invade,      159 

And  weak  affiftance  will  his  friends  deftroy, 

41*. 
Offended  that  we  fought  without  his  leave, 
•  He  takes  this  time  his  fecret  hate  to  ftiew : 

V^nghakn,  bifhop  of  Munftcr,  excited  by  Charles,  inarched 
twenty  thoufand  men  into  the  province  of  Overyflcll,  under  the 
dominion  of  the  republic  of  Holland,  where  he  committed  great 
outrages,  ading  rather  like  a  captain  of  banditti  than  the  leader 
of  an  army.  '   Derrick. 

Ver.  liiS.     — —  the  GermtLn  faith]     Tacitus  faith   of  them, 
NuUos  mortalium  fide  aut  armis  ante  Germanos  effe.   Orig.  ed» 

f  War  declared  by  France,     Orig,  ed« 


^ 
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Which  Charles  does  with  a  mind  fo  calm  receive^ 
As  one  that  neither  feeks  nor  (huns  his  foe. 

42. 
With  France,  to  aid  the  Dutch,    the  Danes 
unite :  165 

France  as  their  tyrant,    Denmark  as  their 
{lave. 
But  when  with  one  three  nations  join  to  fight. 
They  filently  confefs  that  one  more  brave. 

43. 
Lewis  had  chas'd  the  Englifh  from  his  fliore ; 
But  Charles  the  French  as  fubjefls  does  in- 
vite ;  170 
Would  heaven  for  each  fome  Solomon  reftore, 
.Who,    by  their   mercy,  may   decide  their 
^ight ! 

44. 
Were  fubjeCis  fo  but  only  by  their  choice. 

And  not  from  birth  did  forcM  dominion  take. 

Our  prince  alone  would  have  thepublick  voice; 

And  all  his  neighbours'  realms  would  deierts 

make.  176 

Ver.  165,  With  Trance  to  mi\  Mad.  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
of  Bavaria,  fays  in  her  memoirs,  that  Louis  XIV,  afterwards 
attacked  Holland  with  fo  much  impetaofity  and  injuftice,  mere- 
ly from  the  jealoufy  of  M.  de  lionne,  who  urged  him  to  t|iis 
meafure,  againft  Prince  William  of  Furdenberg,  who  was  in 
love  with  this  minifler's  wife.  She  adds  in  another  place,  that 
Louis  XIV.  returned  fo  fuddenly  from  his  expedition  againft 
Holland,  folely  to  have  au  interview  with  Madame  De  Mon-» 
tcfpan.  Dr,  J.  Wartok. 
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45. 

He  without  fear  a  dangerous  war  purfues. 
Which  without  raftinefs  he  began  before  : 

As  honour  made  him  firfl:  the  danger  choofe, 
Soflill  he  makes  it  good  on  virtue's  fcore.  iso 

46. 
The  doubled  charge  his  fubjefts'  love  fupplies. 

Who,  in  that  bounty,  to  themfelves  are  kind : 

So  glad  Egyptians  lee  their  Nilus  rife, 

And  in  his  plenty  their  abundance  find. 

47*. 
With  equal  powV  he  does  two  chiefs  create,  i85 

Two  fuch  as  each    feem'd  worthieft  when 

alone ; 

Each  able  to  fuftain  a  nation's  fate. 

Since  both  had  found  a  greater  in  their  own. 

48. 
Both  great  in  courage,  condu6i:,  and  in  fame, 

Yet  neither  envious  of  the  other's  praife;  190 
l^heir  duty,  faith,  and  int'reft  too  the  fame^ 

Like  mighty  partners  equally  they  raife, 

49. 
The  prince  long  time  had  courted  fortune's  love. 

But  once  pofTefs'd  did  abfolutely  reign: 

Thus  with  their  Amazons  the  heroes  ftrove,  195 

And  conquer'd  firft  thofe  beauties  they  would 

g^in. 

*  Prince  Rupert  apd  Poke  of  Albemarle,  fent  to  fea.    Orig. 
ed. 
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50. 

The  duke  beheld >  hke  Scipio,  with  difdain. 
That  Carthage,  which  he  ruined,   rife  once 
more; 
And  ihook  aloft  the  fafces  of  the  main. 

To  fright  thofe  flaves  with  what  they  felt  be* 
fore*  200 

51. 
Together  to  the  wat'ry  camp  they  hade, 

Whom   matrons  palling  to   their    children 
(hew: 
Infants'  firft  vows  for  them  to  heav'n  are  caft. 
And  future  people  blefs  them  as  they  go. 

52. 
With  them  no  riotous  pomp,  nor  Afian  train, 

T*  infeft  a  navy  with  their  gawdy  fears ;  2o5 
To  make  flow  fights,  and  vidories  but  vain : 

But  war,  feverely,  like  itfelf,  appears. 

55. 
Diffufive  of  themfelves,  where'er  they  pafs. 

They  make  that  warmth  in  others  they  expefl:; 
Their  valour  works  like  bodies  on  a  glafs,       211 

And  docs  its  image  on  their  men  projeft, 

Ver.  20 i. —future  fjfop/Ie]  Examma  infant ium  futurufque 
fOfuhu.    Flin.  Jun.  in  Pan.  ad  Traj.      Orig.  ed. 

Ver.  205.  With  than  no  riotous  pomp^  Dryden  follows  his 
great  mailer,  Milton,  in  making  riotous  only  two  fyllables. — 
Again,  in  fl.  59y  elephant  is  contraded  in  like  manner.  Other 
tkamples  of  tbift  kiiid  occur*  Tod]>»    , 
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54*. 

Our  fleet  divides,  and  flraight  the  Dutch  ap- 
pear, 

In  number,  and  a  fam'd  commander,  bold  : 
The  narrow  feas  can  fcarce  their  navy  bear,  215 

Or  crowded  veflels  can  their  foldiers  hold. 

55. 
The  Duke,  lefs  numerous,  but  in  courage  more, 

On  wings  of  all  the  winds  to  combat  flies  : 
His  murdering  guns  a  loud  defiance  roar. 

And  bloody  crofles  on  his  flag-flafls  rife.   220 

56. 
Both  furl  theirfails,  and  drip  them  for  the  fight; 

Their  folded  flieets  difmifs  the  ufelefs  air : 
Th'EIean  plains  could  boaft  no  nobler  fight. 

When  ilruggling  champions  did  their  bodies 

bare. 

57. 
Bom  each  by  other  in  a  diftant  line,  225 

The  fea*built  forts  in  dreadful  order  move : 
So  vafl;  the  noife,  as  if  not  fleets  did  join. 
But  lands  unfix'd,  and  floating  nations fl;rove# 

58. 
Now  pafs'd,  on  either  fide  they  nimbly  tack ; 
Both  fl;rive  to  intercept  and  guide  the  wind ; 

*  Duke  of  Albemarle's  battle,  firft  day,    Orig.  ed. 
Ver.  223.  Tk'  Elean,  &c.]    Where  the  Olympic  games  were 
celebrated.    Orig.  ed. 

Ver*  228.  •—  kmds  unfix^df]  From  Virgil : 

«       I  Credas  innare  revulfaa 

Cycladas,  ftc,"  Orig,  ed« 
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And,  in  its  eye,  more  clofely  they  come  back, 
To  finifti  all  the  deaths  they  left  behind.     232 

59. 
On  high-rais*d  decks  the  haughty  Belgians  ride^ 
Beneath  whofe  (hade   our  humble   frigates 
go: 
Such  port  the  elephant  bears,  and  fo  defy'd  23s 
By  the  rhinoceros  her  unequal  foe, 

60. 
And  as  the  built,  fo  different  is  the  fight ; 

Their  mounting  (hot  is  on  our  fails  defign'd : 
Deep  in  their  hulls  our  deadly  bullets  light, 

And  through  the  yielding  planks  a  paflage 

find.  ^        240 

61. 

Our  dreaded  admiral  from  far  they  threat, 
Whofe  batter'd  rigging  their  whole  war  re- 
ceives : 

All  bare,  like  fome  old  oak  which  tempe(b  beat. 
He  ftands,  and  fees  below  his  fcatter'd  leaves. 

V  Ven  236.  By  the  rhtnocerasy  4-c.]  The  enmity  between  the  ele^ 
pliant  and  rhinoceros  is  thus  defcribed  in  Franaius's  Hi/loria  AfU" 
malium,  &c-  12mo.  Amft.  l665,  p.  93.—"  Naturale  eft  odium 
inter  Elephantum  et  Rhinocerotem,  ita  ut  invicem  certent,  et 
quideih  in  ipfa  pugna  rbinoceros  anid^  dat  operam,  ut  alvmn 
Elepbanti  tauquAm  partem  moUiorem  p^tat,  Jicut  etiam  tandem 
ffincit  Elephantum,  contra  quem  tao  cornu,  quod  in  nari  habet, 
audaciOim^  pugnat.  Tergum  etiam  habet  fcutulatum,  et  quad 
variis  clypeis  munituni,  unde  etiam  aeftimari  potaft  fortitudohu- 
jus  befiiae.  Hsc  heWu&jmulb  humilior  eft  ElephantOy  ft  altitudir 
dinemfpedes^  &c."  Thus  we  fee  the  propriety  of  Dryden's  ft» 
mile — her  unequal  foe f  &€•  Tod  p. 

Ver.  243.  All  bare,  Ukeftme  old  oak  which  tempeftsbeat, 
Jleftands^  qndfeps  below  hisft:atter^d kixvc^} 
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62. 
Heroes  of  old,  when  wounded,  flielter  fought; 

But  he,  who  meets  all  danger  with  difdainy  246 
Ev'n  in  their  face  his  (hip  to  anchor  brought^ 

And  fteeple*high  flood  propt  upon  the  main. 

63. 
At  this  excefs  of  courage,  all  amazed. 

The  foremofi;  of  his  foes  awhile  withdraw :  250 
With  fuch  refpeft  in  entered  Rome  they  gaz*d. 

Who  on  high  chairs  the  god- like  fathers  faw, 

64. 
^nd  now,  as  where  Patroclus'  body  lay. 

Here  Trojan  chiefs  advanced,  and  there  th€ 
Greek ;  254 

Oursoer  the  Duke  their  pious  wings  difplay. 
And  theirs  the  nablefl  fpoils  of  Britain  feek. 

Tliis  isYirgirs  fimile  comprefs'd,  Lib.  4.  441. 

Ac  velut  anuofo  validam  ciiin  robore  quercum 
Alpiui  Boreae,  nunchiuc,  nunc  flatibus  illinc, 
Eruere  inter  fe  certant ;  it  ihidor,  etalt^ 
CJonfternunt  terram  concnflb  ilipite  frondes : 
Ipfa  haeret  fcopulis— ^, 

JoHK  Warton. 

Vcr.  255.  Ours  o^er  the  Duke]  Waller  wrote  a  long  poem  oa 
tbc  victory  obtained  over  the  Dutch  by  the  Duke  of  York,  June 
Sy  l665f  in  imitation  of  a  poem  of  Franccfco  Bufenello,  ad* 
drefled  to  Pietro  Liberi,  inftru^ting  him  to  paint  the  famous  (ea- 
light  between  the  Turks  and  Venetians,  near  the  Dardanelles,  in 
the  year  1656.  The  Duke  of  York  urged  the  neceflity  of  this 
war,  not  only  becaufe,  as  well  as  his  brother,  he  hated  the 
Dutch,  but  alfo  becaufe  he  wifhed  for  an  opportunity  of  fignali- 
sing  him  as  an  Admiral,  as  he  well  underflood  fea-uffairs.  Cla- 
rendon and  Southampton  conAantly  oppofed  this  war.  The 
Dutch  admiral's  (hip  blew  up  juil  as  he  was  clofcly  engaged. 

Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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65. 
Meantime  his  bufy  manners  he  haftes. 

His  fhatter'd  fails  with  rigging  to  reftore  i  . 
Arid  willing  pines  afcend  his  broken  mafts, 

Whofe  lofty  heads  rife  higher  than  before.  260 

66. 
Straight  to  the  Dutch  he  turns  his  dreadful 
prow, 
More  fierce  th'  important  quarrel  to  decide  t 
Like  fwans,  in  long  gtrray  his  veflels  (how, 
Whofe  crefts  advancing  do  the  waves  divide. 

67. 
They  charge,  recharge,  and  all  along  the  fea 

They  drive,  and  fquander  the  huge  Belgian 

fleet.  266 

Berkley  alone,  who  neareft  danger  lay, 

Did  a  like  fate  with  loft  Creufa  meet 

• 

68. 
The  night  comes  on,  we  eager  to  purfue        269 
The  combat  ftill,  and  they  afham'd  to  leave : 

Ver.  267.  Berkley  akmCf  &c.]  Among  other  remarkable  paf- 
fages  in  this  engagement, -the  undaunted  refolution  of  vice-ad- 
miral Berkley  was  particularly  admired.  He  had  many  men 
killed  on  board  him,  and  though  no  longer  able  to  make  refift- 
ance,  yet  would  obftinately  continue  the  fight,  refufing  quarter 
tothelall.  Being  at  length  ftiot  in  the  throat  with  a  muflcet- 
ball,  he  retired  to  his  cabin,  where,  frrctching  himfelf  on  a  great 
table,  he  expired  ;  and  in  that  pofturc  did  the  enemy,  who  after- 
wards  took  the  (hip,  find  the  body  covered  with  blood. 

Derrick* 

Vcr.  269.  The  nigh  comes  on ,1  The  four  next  flanzos  are  worth 
the  reader's  particular  attention ;  and  the  contrail  betwixt  the 
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Till  the  laft  ftreaks  of  dying  day  withdrew. 
And  doubtful  moon-light   cUd  our  rage  de- 
ceive. 

69. 

In  th'Engli(h  fleet  each  fhip  refouods  with  joy. 

And  loud  applaufe   of  their  great  leader's 

fame :  274 

In  fiery  dreams  the  Dutch  they  flill  deftroy, 

And,  flumb'ring,  fmile  at  the  imagin  d  flame. 

70. 

Not  fo  the  Holland  fleet,  who,  tired  and  done. 

Stretched  on  their  decks  like  weary  oxen  lie : 

Faint  fweats  all  down  their  mighty   members 

run ;  279 

Vail  bulks  which  little  fouls  but  ill  fupply* 

71. 
In  dreams  they  fearful  precipices  tread  : 

Or,  fhipwreck'd,  labor  to  fome  diftant  (hore : 

feelings  of  the  triumphant  Englifii  and  conquered  Dutch  (Irongly 
fupported.  The  dreams  in  the  71^  ftanza  are  painted  with  true 
poetic  energy  and  much  propriety.  Dr.  J«  Warton.  . 

Ver.280.  Vafi  bulks  which  little  fouls  hut  iU  fupplj/.]  So  MH- 
ton,  in  the  fpirited  fpeech  which  he  gives  to  Samibn  as  an  an* 
fwer  to  the  cowardly  language  of  the  gmnt  Harapha,  Sam^ 
Jgon^  Ter.  1237. 

Go,  baffled  coward !  left  I  run  upon  thee, 
Though  in  thefe  chains,  bulk  mthout/pirit  vq/t^ 
And  with  one  buffet  lay  thy  ftrudure  low,  &c. 

Todd. 
Ver.  281.  In  dreamt^  4*^.]  Probably  alluding  to  Virgil,  Mfu 
iY.465. 

— — "Agit  ipfe  furentem 
^  In  fomnis  ferus  iGneas:  fcraperque  relinqui 
'*  Sola  fibi,  fempcr  longam  incomitata  videtur 
«  Ire  viani,  &c."  Todd. 
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Or  in  dark  churches  walk  among  the  dead ; 
They  wake  with  horror,  and  dare  deep  no 

more. 

72* 

The  morn  they  look  on  with  unwilling  eyes^  2Si 
Till  from  their  main-top  joyful  news   they 
hear 
Offhips^  which  by  their  mould  bring  new  fup* 
plies, 
And  in  their  colours  Belgian  lions  bear. 

73. 
Our  watchful  general  had  difcern'd  from  far. 
This  mighty  fuccour,  which  made  glad   the 
foe :  290 

He  figh'd,  but,  like  a  father  of  the  war, 

His  face  fpake  hope,  while  deep  his  forrows 

flow. 

74. 

His  wounded  men  he  firfl  fends  off  to  fliore. 
Never,  till  now,  unwilling  to  obey  : 

They  not  their  wounds,  but  want  of  ftrength 

deplore,  295 

And  think  them  happy  who  with  him  can 

ftay. 

75. 
Then  to  the  reft.  Rejoice,  faid  he,  to-day  ; 
In  you  the  fortune  of  Great  Britain  lies  : 

*  Second  day's  battle.     Orig.  ed. 

Ver.  292.  Hisface^  Src]   *' Spem  vuUu  Jimulat^  premit  alta 
corde  dohrem^*'    Virg.     Qrig.  ed. 
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Among  fo  brave  a  people^  you  are  they 

Whom  heaven  has  chofe  to  fight  for  fuch  a 

prize.  305 

76. 

If  number  Engiiih  courages  could  quelle 

We  (hould  at  firft  have  (hunn'd,  not  met^   our 

foes: 

Whofe  numerous  fails  the  fearful  only  tell : 

Courage  from  hearts,  and  not  from  numbers, 

grows. 

77. 
He  faid,  nor  needed  more  to  fay  :  with  haflie 
To  their  known  (bations  chearfully  they  go ; 
And  all  at  once,  difdaining  to  be  laft,  di2 

Solicit  every  gale  to  meet  the  fbe« 

78- 
Kor  did  th'  encouragM  Belgians  long  delay^ 
But  bold  in  others,    not  themfelves,  they 
ftood :  315 

So  thick,  our  navy  fcarce  could  fteer  their  way^ 
But  feem^d  to  wander  in  a  moving  wood. 

79. 
Our  little  fleet  was  now  engaged  fo  far. 

That,  like  the  fword^fiih  in  the  whale,  they 

fought : 

Ver.  Sl7»  Bui  feenti  to  wander  in  a  numng  ootd.]  Pindar, 
fipeakiogof  the  many  noble  buildings  with  which  Camarina  had 
been  embellilhed  and  enriched^  ufes  a  noble  figure  ra^«» 
•«;uB^«f  ^iyv%f  txn^.  A  lofty  foreft  of  folid  edifices.  Pindar. 
Olymp.  Od.  6th.  Johk  Wartqit. 

VOL,  I.  f, 
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The  combat  only  feem'd  a  civil  war,  320 

Till  through  their  bowels,  we  our  paflage 
wrought. 

Never  had'  valour,  no  not  ours,  before- 
Done  ought  like  this  upon  the  land  or  main', 

Where  not  to  be  overcome  was  to  do  more 
Than  all  the  conquefts  former  kings  did  gain;^ 

81: 

The  mighty  ghofts  of  our  great  Harries  rofe,  326 
And  armed  Edwards  look'd  with  anxious  eyes^- 

To  fee  this  fleet  among  unequal  fi^es, 

By  which  fate  promised  them  their  Charles* 

{hould  rife. 

82. 

Meantime  the  Belgians  tack  upon  our  rear,  S30 
And  raking  chace-guns  through  our  fterns 
they  fend  : 

Clofe  by, , their  firerfliips,  like  jackals,  appear,, 
Who  on  their  lions  for  the  prey  attendl 

83. 
Silent  in  fmoke  of  cannon  they  come  on  :- 

Such  vapours  once  did  fiery  Cacus  hide:  ass: 
In  thefe  the  height  of  pleas'd  revenge  is  fhown. 

Who  burn  contented  by  another's  fide. 


Ven  326.  The  mighty  ghojlf]  This'is  finely  imagined. 

Dr.  J,  Wartow, 
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84. 
Sometimes  from  fighting  fquadrons  of  each  fleet. 
Deceived   themfelves,    or  to   preferve  fome 
friend  y 
Two  grapling  .^nas  on  the  ocean  meet,       340 
And  £ngli(h  fires  with  Belgian  flames  con- 
tend. 

85. 

Now,  at  each  tack,  our  little  fleet  grows  lefs ; 

And,  like  maimM  fowl,  fwim  lagging  on  the 
main  ; 
Their  greater  lofs  their  numbers  (carce  confefs. 

While  they  lofe  cheaper   than   the  Englifti 

gain.  S45 

86. 

Have  you  not  feen,  when,   whiftled  from  the 

fift. 

Some  falcon  fl;oops  at  what  her  eye  defign'd. 

And,  with  her  eagernefs  the  quarry  mifs'd. 

Straight  flies  at  check,  and  clips  it  down  the 

wind? 

87. 

The  daflard  crow  that  to  the  wood  made  wing. 
And  fees  the  groves  no  (helter  can  afford,  S5i 

With  her  loud  kaws  her  craven  kind  does  bring. 
Who,  fafe  in  numbers,  cuff  the  noble  bird. 

88. 
Among  the  Dutch  thus  Albemarle  did  fare: 
He  could  not  conquer,  and  difdain'd  to  fly ; 

I  2 
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Paft  hope  of  fafety,  'twas  his  latell  care,      ssS 
Like  falliog  Caefar,  decently  ta  die* 

Yet  pity  did  his  manly  fpirit  move» 

To  fee  thofe  perifh  who  fb  we]I  had  fought ; 
And  geoeroufly  with  his  defpair  he  ftro?e»    d6o 

Refolv'd  to  live  till  he  their  fafety  wrought. 

90. 
Let  other  mufes  write  his  profperoua  &te. 

Of  conquered  nations  tell^^  and  kings  reftor^d : 
But  mine  (hall  iing  of  his  edips'd  efiate. 

Which,  like  the  fun^s,  more  wcmders  does 
affbr4»  365 

91. 
He  drew  his  mighty  frigates  all  before^ 

On  which  the  fee  his  fruitlefs  force  employs  t 

His  weak  ones  deep  into  his  rear  he  bore 

Remote  from  guns»   as  fick  mei>  from  the* 

noife. 

92. 

His  fiery  cannon  did  their  paflage  gBide^       37s^ 
And  following  fmoke  obfcur'd  them  from  the*^ 
foe  I 

Thus  Ifrael  fafe  from  thei  Egyptian's  pride. 
By  flaming  pillars,  and  by  clouds^  did  go. 

Vc».  356.  PaJ  hope  offrfetf^  *iwa$  hit  Idtqfi  eavty 
Uke falling  Ce^f  decent^  to  die. 

Tunc  quoque  jam  moriens,  ne  non  protHmbat  honefi^ 
KefjpicU;  have  etiam  cu»cadenti8  crat. 
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93. 
Elfewhere  the  Belgian  force  we  did  defeat. 

But  here  our  courages  did  theirs  fubdue  : 

So  Xenophon  once  led  that  fam'd  retreat,    57S 

Which  firft  the  Aiian  empire  overthrew* 

94. 
The  foe  approached,  and  one  for  his  bold  fin 
Was  funk ;  as  he  that  touched  the  ark  was 
(lain: 
The  wild  waves  mafterM  him  and  fuck'd  him  in. 
And  fmiling  eddies  dimpled  on  the  main« 

95. 
This  feen,  the  reft  at  awful  diftance  ftood :    3S2 

As  if  they  had  been  there  as  fervants  fet 
To  ftay,  or  to  go  on,  as  he  thought  good. 

And  not  purfue  but  wait  on  his  retreat    sss 

96. 
So  Libyan  huntfmen,  on  fome  fandy  plain, 

From  fhady  coverts  rouz'd,  the  lion  chafe : 
The  kingly  beaft  roars  out  with  loud  difdain. 

And  flowly  moves,  unknowing  to  give  place. 

Ver.  386.  So  Lykian  htmifmen^l  This  fimile  is  iinely  exprefled » 
and  with  new  and  charadteriiUc  incidents,  Tarying  from  th« 
naoy  fimiles  of  the  kind  in  Homer  and  VirgiU 

JoH»  Wartov. 

Yer*  389*  AndJUnxA^  mofoti^  The  fimile  is  Virgil's  % 
««  .  V^ipa  retro 

Improperaia  refcrt^  SfcJ^        Orig.  ed. 

Ibid*  --' —  umknoamg  to  gimt  |»&ice.}  Horace's  Ctdere  ntfcH^ 
Qde  «•  Lib*  U  h  6.  Jaav  Wa atov. 
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97. 
But  if  fome  one  approach  to  dare  his  force,   3^ 

He   fwings  his  tail,  and  fwiftly  turns  him 
round ; 

With  one  paw  feizes  on  his  trembling  horfe. 

And  with  the  other  tears  him  to  the  ground. 

98. 
Amidft  thefe  toils  fucceeds  the  balmy  night ; 

Now  hiffing  waters  the  quench'd  guns  reftore  ; 
And  weary  waves,  withdrawing  from  the  fight, 

Lie  luird  and  panting  on  the  filent  Ihore.  397 

99- 
The  moon  (hone  clear  on  the  becalmed  flood. 

Where  while  her  beams  like  glittering  filver 

play. 

Upon  the  deck  our  careful  general  ilood,      400 

And  deeply  mus'd  on  the  fucceeding  day. 

Ver.  391 '  Hefwmgihis  tail,]  The  metre  of  this  line,  perhaps, 
introdacedywiifg'i^inftead  of  the  more  emphatic  word  Jwindges^ 
applied  to  a  lion  enraged  by  ChapmaD«  in  bis  On.  and  Pompcy^ 
1607. 

**  And  then  his  fides  heywtWg^^  with  hisj^eme/' 
And  by  Sylvefter,  Du  Bart.  p.  205,  4to.  edit. 

"  Then  often  fwindging  with  his  iiuewie  traine,  dec." 
Milton,  in  a  line  of  admirable  effed,  has  applied  the  word  to 
the  old  dragon,  who, 

«*  Wroth  to  fee  his  kingdom  fail, 

"  Swuidges  the  fcaly  horrour  of  his  folded  tail.* 

Ode  Nativ.  ft.  18. 
Waller  alfo  defcribes  the  **  tairs  impetuous  Jwing^'  of  the 
whale,  Bait.  Summ.  IJl.  c.  iii.  Todd, 

Ver.  39^.  — iDcary  ix>ax€s^  From  Statins  Syh. 

'*  ^tc  trudbusjiuviis  idem/onus :  occtdit  harrpr 
JEquoriSf  antennts  tnaria  acclinata  qtdefcunt."    Orig,  ed. 

Ver.  401,  fucceeding  day ^  The  3d  of  Juoe,   Suaov^ 

for  two  former  vidiorics,    Orig.  G(1« 
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100. 
Tliat  happy  fun,  faid  he,  \i'ill  rife  again. 

Who  twice  victorious  did  our  navy  fee.: 
And  I  alone  mull  view  him  rife  in  vain. 

Without  one  ray  of  all  his  flar  for  me.       405 

101. 
Yet  like  an  Englifti  general  will  I  die. 

And  all  the  ocean  make  my  fpacious grave: 
Women  and  cowards  on  the  land  may  lie. 

The  fea's  a  tomb  that's  proper  for  the  brave. 

lOSU 
Reftlefs  he  pafs'd  the  remnants  of  the  night,  4io 

Till  the  frefh  air  proclaimed  the  morning  nigh : 
And  burning  (hips,  the  martyrs  of  the  fight. 

With  papier  fires  beheld  the  eaftern  iky. 

103*. 
But  now,  his  (lores  of  ammunition  ipenf^ 

His  naked  valour  is  his  only  guard  ;  4i5 

Rare  thunders  are  from  his  dumb  cannon  fent» 

And  folitary  guns  are  fcarcely  heard« 

Ver.  40S.  ¥e(iike  an  EngUJh  general  xoiU  I  die, 

And-all  ihe  ocean  make  tm/Jpaciotu  grave  ; 
Women  and  cowards  on  ike  land  may  Hie^ 
The  fea*t  *a  tomb  ihat't^roperfor  the  brave.  ] 
This  fpeech  contains  nearly  the  fame  words  that  the  Duke  of 
AHiemane  fpoke  in  a  council  the  evening  before  the  battle^   in 
ivhicb  he  fought  with  amazing  intrepidity,  and  all  that  deter- 
jnined  refignation  here  implied.  DBRaicK. 

Ver.  410.  —— Me  remnants  o/*  /^c  mV/i/J    Orig.  cd.   Der- 
ticl^remnant.  Toi^su 

*  Third  day.    Orig.  ed^ 
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104. 
Thus  far  had  fortune  power,  here  forc'd  to  ftay, 

Nor  longer  durft  with  virtue  be  at  ftrife ; 
This,  as  a  ranfom,  Albemarle  did  pay  420 

For  all  the  glories  of  fo  gre^t  a  life«. 

105. 
For  now  brave  Rupert  from  afar  appears, 
Whofe  waving  ftreamers  the  glad  general 
knows ; 
With  full  fpread  fails  his  eager  navy  (leers. 
And  every  (hip  in  fwift  proportion  grows,  425 

The  anxious  prince  had  heard  the  cannon  long. 
And  from  that  length  of  time  dire  omens 
drew 

Of  Englifli  overmatched,  and  Dutch  too  ftrong. 
Who  never  fought  three  days,  but  to  purfue. 


Ver.  418.  here  forced  to^ay,]  Orig.  ed,  This  is  certaiDly 

right ;  and  Derrick's  reading  is  wrong,   **  he  forc'd,  &c/' 

Todd, 

Ver.  4?2,  For  now  hraoe  fittptrtfrom  rfar  appean^ 

Whqfe  wningfirtamers  the  glad  g^eneral  knatDt : 
JVithJullJpread/aiU  kis  eager  naxyjieerif 
4nd  every JMp  wfvs^  pr^rtton  graroif] 
This  ladling  gives  us  a  pi^urefque  and  lively  reprefeatatioii 
of  a  fleet  approaching  us,  and  gradually  increaOng  iiifize  imd 
height. 

Milton,  of  a  diAant  fleet,  fays  finely, 

^*  As  when  far  ofl*  at  fea  a  fleet  defcr/d, 
♦*  Hangs  in  the  clouds,  '^  B,  ii.  636. 

John  Waktok, 
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107. 
Then,  as  an  eagle,  who  with  pious  care,      430 

Was  beating  widely  on  the  wing  for  prey. 
To  her  now  filent  eiry  does  repair, 

And  finds  her  callow  infants  forc'd  away : 

108. 
Stung  with  her  love,  fhe  Hoops  upon  the  plain. 

The  broken  air  loud  whiflling  as  flie  flies : 
She  (lops  and  liftens,  and  (hoots  forth  again,  435 
And  guides  her  pinions  by  her  young  ones 
cries. 

Ver.4d0.  Tken^  as  an  eagie^']  Another  Hinile,  worthy  of  out 
author,  as  alfo  445.  Dr.  J.  Waeto^. 

Ibid*        TheUf  at  an  eagle^   who  wUh  pious  care 
Was  heating  wideltf  on  the  wing  for  prej/f 
To  her  nawJUent  eiry  does  repair^ 

Andjinds  her  callow  in/ants  forced  (may  : 
Sttmg  with  her  love^  Jkeftoops  vpon  the  pkun^ 

The  broken  air  loud  whifiUng  as  Jhe flies : 
SheJIops  and  UJtens^  and Jhoots forth  again^ 
And  guides  herpimons  by  her  young  ones  cries^ 
The  cxpreflion  to  her  now  filenc  eiry  reminds  us  of  that  pa- 
thetic ftrolce  in  Antipater's  Greek  epigram  : 

As  do  the  lines^— 

**  She  ftops,  (he  liftens,  and  fhoots  forth  again, 
**  And  guides  her  pinions  by  her  young  ones  cries." 
Of  that  defcription  in  Lucretius — 

At  mater,  viridcs  faltus  orbata  peragrans, 
'  linquit  huroi  pedibus  veftigia  prei&  bifulcis, 
*  Omnia  convifens  oculis  loca,  (i  queat  ufquam 
Confpicere  amiffum  foetum ;  completque  qucrelis 
Frondiferum  nerous,  afliileiis,  et  crebra  revifit 
Ad  Aabulum,  defiderioperfixa  juvenci. 
^  Then  follows  a  thought  inexprcffibly  tender,  yet  never  no- 
ticed when  this  pafTage  is  cited  : 

Kec  vitulorum  alias  fpecies  per  pabula  laeta 

Derivare  queunt  animum  curaque  levarc  : 

y f<]^e  adco  quiddqm  propriwn  notumque  requirit^ 

JOBX   \VaRT017» 
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109. 
With  fuch  kind  paifion   hades  the  prince  to 

fight, 
And  fpreads  his  flying  canvafs  to  the  found  ; 
Him,  whom  no  danger,  were  he  there,    could 

fright,  440 

Now,  abfent,  every  little  noife  can  woui}d« 

110. 

As  in  a  drought  the  thirfty  creatures  cry. 

And  gape  upon  the  gathered  clouds  for  rain : 
And  fir  (I  the  martlet  meets  it  in  the  (ky, 

And  with  wet  wings  joys   all  the  feathered 
train.  445 

111. 

With  fuch  glad  hearts  did  our  defpairing  men. 
Salute  the  appearance  of  the  prince's  fleet ; 

And  each  ambitioufly  would  claim  the  ken. 
That  with  firfl  eyes  did  diftant  fafety  meet. 

112. 
The  Dutch,  who  came  like  greedy  hinds  be- 
fore, 450 

To  reap  the  har veil  their  ripe  ears  did  yield : 


Vcr.  440.  HifHy  whom  no  danger j  were  he  there,  could  fright, 
Nowy  abfent,  every  little  noife  can  XDound^ 

Etmc  qucm  dudum  non  ulla  inje^  movebant 
Tela,  neque  adverfo  glomerati  ex  agmine  Graii 
Nunc  omnes  terrent  aurae ;  Tonus  excitat  omnis 
Sufpenfum,  et  pariter  comitique  onerique  timentem, 

John  WARTOir« 
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Now  look  like   thofe,    ivhen  rolling  thunders 

roar. 

And  iheets  of  lightning  blaft   the  ilanding 

field. 

113. 

Full  in  the  prince's  paflage,  hills  of  fand 
And  dangerous  flats  in  fecret  ambufti  lay,  455 

Where  the  falfe  tides  ikim  o'er  the  covered  land^ 
And  fdamen  with  diifembled  depths  betray, 

114. 
The  wily  Dutch,  who,  like  h\Yn  angels,  fear*d 
This  new  Mefliah's  coming,  there  did  wait. 
And    round    the   verge  their  braving  \effels 
ileer'd,  460 

To  tempt  his  courage  with  fo  fair  a  bait 

115. 
But  he,  unmov'd,  contemns  their  idle  threat. 

Secure  of  fame  whene'er  he  pleafe  to  fight : 
His  cold  experience  tempers  all  his  heat. 

And    inbred    worth    does   boailing    valour 

flight,  465 

116. 

Heroick  virtue  did  his  a6tions  guide. 
And  he   the   fubftance  not  th'  appearance 
chofe : 

Ver.  450.    ntw  Mejiah'^]    Surely  very  profane. 

^  Dr.  J.  Wartok, 

Ver.  465- •  toortk  does  hoafiing  valour  Jl^ht.'\    Original 

edition*    Derrick  puti  "  lioM."  Todd. 
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To  refcae  one  fucfa  friend  he  took  more  pride, 
Than  to  deftroy  whole  ihoufands  of  fuch  foes* 

117. 
But   when    approach'd,     in    flrid;    embraces 
bound,  470 

Rupert  and  Albemarle  together  grow ; 
He  joys  to  have  his  friend  in  fafety  found, 
Which  he  to  none  but  to  that  friend  would 
owe. 

118. 

The  chearful  foldiers,  with  new  ftores  fuppIyM, 

Mow  long  to  execute  their  fpleenful  will ;  475 

And,  in  revenge  for  thofe  three  days  they  try'd, 

Wifli  one,  like  Jofliua's,  when  the  fun  itood 

ftilL 

119*. 
Thus  reinforc'd,  againft  the  adverfe  fleet. 
Still  doubUng  ours,  brave  Rupert  leads  the 
way: 
With  the  firft  bluAies  of  the  morn  they  meet,  48o 
And  bring  night  back  upon  the  new-born 
day. 

180. 
JFIis  prefence  foon  blows  up  the  kindling  fight. 
And  his  loud  guns  fpeak  thick  like  angry 
men: 

^  Fourth  da/s  battle.    Ori^aal  eiiliaib 
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It  feem'd  as  daughter  bad  been  breathed  all 
night. 
And  death  new  pointed  his  dull  dartagen.  4S5 

121. 

The  Dutch  too  well  his  mighty  condu6l  knew. 

And  matchlefs  courage^  fince   the   former 

fight : 

Whofe  navy  like  a  ftiff-ftrctch'd  cord  did  (hew. 

Till  he  bore  in  and  bent  them  into  flight. 

The  wind  he  (hares,    while    half  their  fleet 
offends  490 

His  open  (ide,  and  high  above  him  (hows  : 
Upon  the  reft  at  pleafure  he  defcends, 

And  doubly   harm'd   he  double  harms  be- 
ftows. 

Behind,  the  general  mends  his  weary  pace, 
And  fullenly  to  his  revenge  he  fails :         49s 

So  glides  fome  trodden  ferpent  on  the  grafs. 
And  long  behind  his  wounded  volume  trails* 

« 

Yen 496.    Si> glides  &€.]    From  Virgil: 

**  Quum  medii  nexus  extremaque  agminn  caudce 
Sohuniur^  tardo/gue  trakiijiwts  uUimus  orhes!* 

Original  cditioiBr 

Ibid.    So  glides  fome  trodden  firpent  on  the  grafs  j 
And  long  bekmd  kis  wounded  volume  trails,] 

In  the  fifth  book  of  the  ^ncid,  line  273,   the  application  it 
precifely  the  fame : 

Qualis  fsepe  vis  depvenfus  in  aggere  ferpens, 
^rea  (}u«m  obliquum  rota  traufiit;  ai%t  gravis  m51u 
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124- 
The  increafing  found  is  born  to  either  (Iiore, 
And  for  their  Hakes  the  throwing  nations 
fear: 
Their  pafiions  double*  with  the  cannons  roar,  500 
And  with  warm  wi(hes  each   man  combats 
there. 

125. 

Ply'd  thick  and  clofe  as  when  tlie  fight  begun. 
Their  huge  unwieldy  navy  waftes  away ; 

So  (icken  waining  moons  too  near  the  fun, 
And  blunt  their  crefcents  on  the  edge  of 

day.  505 

126. 

And  now  reducM  on  equal  terms  to  fight. 
Their  (liips  like  wafted  patrimonies  (how ; 

Where  the  thin  fcattering  trees  admit  the-light, 
And  (bun  each  other's  fhadows  as  they  grow. 

Seminecem  liquit  faxo  lacerumque  viator ; 
Necquicquam  longos  fugiens  dat  corpore  tortus 
Parte  ferox,  ardenfquc  oculis  ;  et  fibila  colla 
Arduus  attollens ;  pars  vuluera  clauda  retentat 
Ncxantem  tiodis  fequc  in  fua  membra  plicantem: 
Tali  rcmigio  navis  fe  tarda  movebat. 

John  Wartok. 

\et,  500.     Thnr  paflions  double]     The  original  edition  in- 
corredtly  has  paffion.  Todd. 

Ver.  506.     ■  on  equal  terms]     The  prcfident  HenauU 

has  obferved,  from  Madame  dc  Sevigne^  that  fmce  the  battle  of 
Adiuro,  no  fea-fight  has  ever  been  decifive,  or  produced  anj 
important  confequences.     Is  this  an  obfervatton  well  founded  f 

Dr.  J.  Wa&tov, 
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127. 
Hie  warlike  prince  had  fever'd  from  the  reft  510 

Two  giant  Ihips,  the  pride  of  all  the  main ; 
Which  with  his  one  fo  vigoroufly  he  prefs'd. 

And  ftew  fo  home  they  could  not  rife  again. 

128. 
Already  battered,  by  his  lee  they  lay. 

In  vain  upon  the  pafling  winds  they  call :  515 
The  paffing  winds  through  their  torn  canvafs 

play, 
And  flagging  fails  on  heartless  failors  falL 

129. 
Their  opened  fides  receive  a  gloomy  fight. 
Dreadful  as  day  let  in  to  ihades  below ; 
Without,  grim  death  sides  bare&c'd  in  their 
fight,  520 

And  urges  entering  billows  as  they  flow. 

ISO. 
When  one  dire  (hot,  the  laft  they  could  fupply^ 
Clofe  by  the  board  the  prince's  main-maft 
bore: 

Ver.  518.    Their  open'djUeB  receiv'd  a  ghamy  lights 
Dreadful  as  da}/  let  into  Jhades  below  .*] 

— — i——  trepidantque  immiflb  luminc  Manes. 

Aa  allufion  to  Virgil.  John  Wartok^  , 

Ver.  519.    as  day  Itt  in  to  Jhades]     Original  edition* 

This  again  is  right,  and  Derrick's  «*  let  into''  (houW,  I  think,  b» 
lUfcvd^d;  Todd. 
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All  three  now  helplefs  by  each  other  lie^ 

And  this  offends  not,    and  thofe  £bar  dd 

more.  525 

131. 

So  have  I  feen  fome  fearful  hare  maintain 
A  courfe,  till  tired  before  the  dog  (he  lay : 

Who,  ftretch'd  behind  her,  pants  upon  theplain^ 
Paft  power  to  kill,  as  (he  to  get  away. 

132. 

With   his   loird   tongue  he  faintly  licks  hia 

prey ;  530 

His  warm  breath  blows  her  flix  up  as  (he  lies; 

She,  trembling,  creeps  upon  the  ground  away, 

And  looks  back  to  him  with  befeeching  eyes* 

133. 
The  prince  unjuflly  does  his  ftars  accufe. 
Which   hindered    him  to  pufli   his    fortune 
on ;  535 

For  what  they  to  his  courage  did  refufe, 
By  mortal  valour  never  muft  be  done. 

134. 
This  lucky  hour  the  wife  Batavian  takes^ 

And  warns  Lis  tatter'd  fleet  to  follow  home ; 
Proud  to  have  fo  got  off  with  equal  flakes,   540 

Where  'twas  a  triumph  not  to  be  overcome. 

Ver.  541.    —  a  triumph  not  to  be  o'ercowie.]    From  Horace  i 

■     '      *•  quos  opimus 
Falltre  et  effagere  eft  triumphus/' 

Original  cditioB» 
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135» 
The  general's  force,  as  kept  alive  by  fight, 

Now,  not  opposed,  no  longer  can  purfue : 
Lafting  'till  heaven  had  done  his  courage  right; 

When  he   had  conquered  he  his   weaknefs 

knew.  5^5 

136. 

He  cafts  a  frown  on  the  departing  foe. 

And  fighs  to  fee  him  quit  the  watery  field : 

His  ftern  fix'd  eyes  no  fatisfa€tion  (how. 
For  all  the  glories  which  the  fight  did  yield. 

137. 

Though,  as  when  fiends  did  miracles  avow,    550 

He  Rands  confefs'd   ev'n  by    the  boaftful 

Dutch : 

He  only  does  his  conqueft  difavow, 

And  thinks  too  little  what  they  fi^und  too 

much. 

138. 

Returned,  he  with  the  fleet  refolv'd  to  ftay ; 
No  tender  thoughts  of  home  his  heart  di- 
vide ;  555 
Domeilick  joys  and  cares  he  puts  away ; 
For  realms  are  houfholds  which  the  great 
muft  guide. 

139. 
As  thofe  who  unripe  veins  in  mines  explore, 
On  the  rich  bed  again  the  warm  turf  lay, 

VOL.  !•  K 
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Till  time  digefts  the  yet  imperfeO;  ore,  560 

And  know  it  will  be  gold  another  day  : 

140. 
So  looks  our  monarch  on  this  early  fight, 

Th'eflay  and  rudiments  of  great  fuccefs: 
Which  all-maturing  time  muft  bring  to  light. 
While  he,  like  heaven,  does  each  day's  la- 
bour blefs.  565 

141. 

Heav'n  ended  not  the  firft  or  fecond  day, 
Yet  each  was  perfe6t  to  the  work  defign'd : 

God  and  kings  work,   when  they  their  work 
furvey, 
A  paflive  aptnefs  in  all  fubje6ts  find. 

142.* 
In  burden'd  veflels  firfl,  with  fpeedy  care,      570 

His  plenteous  (lores  do  feafon'd  timber  fend: 
Thither  the  brawny  carpenters  repair, 

And  as  the  furgeons  of  maim*d  ihips  attend. 

143. 
With  cord  and  canvafsfrom  rich  Hamburgh  fent, 
His  navies  molted  wings  he  imps  once  more ; 

Ver.  563.]    The  expreffion  is  Virgil's  : 

Primitiae  j  uvenis  miferae,  bellique  propinqui 
Dura  rudimenta.  Johts  Wartow, 

*  His  Majefty  repairs  the  fleet.     Original  edition. 

Ver.  575.    ■  vnngi  he  impt]    See  Mr.  Warton's  note 

on  Milton's  15th  Sonnet ^  **  to  imp  their  Terpen t-wmg"* /'  where 
he  obferves  that  the  expreffion  occurs  in  poets  much  later  than 
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Tall  Norway  fir,  their  mafts  in  battle  fpent,    576 

And  Engti(h  oak^  fprung  leaks  and  planks, 

reftore. 

144. 

All  hands  employed  the  royal  work  grows  warm : 
Like  labouring  bees  on  a  long  fummer's  day^ 

Some  found  the  trumpet  for  the  reft  to  fwarm,  68O 
And  fome  on  bells  of  tailed  lillies  play« 

145. 
With  glewy  wax  fome  new  foundation  lay 
Of  virgin  combs,  which  from  the  roof  are 
hung: 
Some  arm'd  within  doors  upon  duty  flay, 
Or  tend  the  fick,  or  educate  the  young.    5S5 

146. 
So  here  fome  pick  out  bullets  from  the  (ides. 
Some  drive  old  okum  through  each  feam  and 
rift  : 
Their  left  hand  does  the  calking-iron  guide. 
The  rattling  mallet  with  the  right  they  lift. 

Milton.  Thefateil,  whom  I  baTebitlieitofotind  ufing  this  old 
poetical  expreflion,  is  Shadwell,  by  whom  it  is  employed  towards 
the  end  of  his  Ifabella.  Todd. 

Yer.  578.    jill  handii}    This  is  a  very  elegant  fianfa. 

Dr.  J.  Wartoh. 

Ibid.    ■■  M,         the  royal  work  grtnoi  watm;}     Fervet  opus  ; 
the  fame  fimilitude  in  Virgil.     Original  edition. 

Yer.  58^«  '  fome  Mto  fouiukUton  %]  Origi^l  edition. 

Derricks  foundations.  ToD». 
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147. 
With  boiling  pitch  another  near  at  hand,     sgo 
From  friendly  Sweden  brought,   the  feams 
infto'ps : 
Which  well  paid  o  er,  th6  fait  fea  waves  with- 
{land, 
And  ftiakes  them  from  the  rifing  beak  in  drops. 

148. 

Some  the  gall'd  ropes  with  dawby  marling  bind, 

Or  fear-cloth  mafts  with  ftrong  tarpawling 

coats :  ^95 

To  try  new  (hrouds  one  mounts  into  the  wind. 

And  one,  below,  their  eafe  or  lliffnefs  notes* 

149.> 
Our  careful  monarch  Hands  in  perfon  by, 

His  new-caft  cannons'  firmnefs  to  explore  : 
The   ftrength   of  big-corn'd  powder  loves  to 

try,  6<^ 

And  ball  and  cartrage  forts  for  every  bore- 

150. 

Each  day  brings  frefti  fupplies  of  arms  ai^ 

men. 
And  (hips  which  all  laft  winter  were  abroad; 

Vet.  594^    w*'*  <^»^y  marlingl    Original  edition. 

Derrick,  marUne.  Todi>. 

Ver.  601.    baU  and  cartrage]     Original  edition.    Der- 
rick, cartrige.  Todd. 
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And  fuch  as  fitted  ^nce  the  fight  had  been. 

Or  new   from  flocks   were  fairn   into  the 

road.  ^05 

151. 

The  goodly  London  *  in  her  gallant  trim, 
(The  phoenix  daughter  of  the  vanift/d  old,) 

Like  a  rich  bride  does  to  the  ocean  fwiro. 
And  on  her  fhadow  rides  in  floating  gold. 

152. 
Her  flag  dloft  fpread  ruffling  to  the  wind,      (5io 
And  fanguine  flreamers  feem  the  flood  to  fire: 
The  weaver  charmed  with  what  his  loom  de- 
fignd. 
Goes  on  to  fea,  and  knows  not  to  retire. 

153. 
"With  roomy  decks,  her  guns  of  mighty  flrengtb, 
Wbofe  low-laid  mouths  each  mounting  billow 
laves ;  6i5 

*  Loyal  London  defcribed.    Original  edition. 

Ver.  606.  The  goodly  London  in  her  gallant  ^/-ww,]  Cray 
has  evidently  copied  this  pafTage  in  The  Bard,  ver.  73. 

"  Jn  gallant  trim  the  gilded  veflel  goes."  ToDD. 

Ver  607.]  Derrick's  reading  and  pointing  of  the  fecond  line 
of  this  ilanza  are  abfurd.     He  gives. 

The  Phoenix,  daughter  of  the  vanifli'd  old, 

Which  might  incline  fome  readers  to  imagine  another  fln'p 
here  intended,  efpecially  as  there  is  a  comma  alter  Phoenix,  and 
no  parenthefis  as  in  the  original  edition.  Road  and  point  ilk^h 
for  the  whole  belongs  to  the  London : 

The  goodly  London  in  her  gallant  trim, 

(The  phoenix  daughter  of  the  vani(h'd  old,) 

Like  a  rich  bride,  tic.  Ace.  ToOD. 
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Deep  in  her  draught,  and  warlike  in  her  length. 
She  feems  a  fea-wafp  flying  on  the  waves* 

154- 
This  martial  prefent,  pioufly  defign'd, 

The  loyal  city  give  their  beft-lov'd  king : 
And,  with  a  bounty  ample  as  the  wind,        620 

Built,  fitted,  and  maintained,  to  aid  him  bring. 

155. 
By  viewing  nature,  nature's  handmaid,  art 
Makes  mighty  things  from  fmall  beginnings 
grow : 
Thus  fifties  firft  to  (hipping  did  impart. 

Their  tail  the  rudder,  and  their  head  the 

prow.  625 

156. 

Some  log  perhaps  upon  the  waters  fwam. 
An  ufelefs  drift,  which  rudely  cut  within. 

And,  hoUow'd,  firfl  a  floating  trough  became. 
And  crofs  fome  rivulet  paiTage  did  begin. 

157. 
In  (hipping  fuch  as  this,  the  Jri(h  kern,         630 
And   untaught  Indian,   on  the  dream  did 
glide : 

Vor  630.     i the  Irifli   Arrm,]      Derrick  faya,   that 

iem  figniAeg  a  clown  or  peafant,  and  that  in  Spenfer  it  is  ufcd 
for  a  toot-foldier.  He  (hould  have  added,  that  Spenfer,  in  his 
View  of  the  State  of  Ireland  ^  has  given  a  very  minute  dofcription 
ef  the  kem^  "  whom  only,"  he  fay»,  "  I  lake  to  be  the  proper 
Iriih  fouldier/'  &c.  Todd* 


ANNUS  MIRABILIS.  13S 

jBre  fharp-keerd  boats  to  ilei^  the  flood  did 
learn. 
Or  fin-like  oars  did  fpread  from  either  fide; 

158. 
Add  but  a  fail,  and  Saturn  fo  appeared. 

When  from  loft  empire  he  to  exile  went,    635 
And  with  the  golden  age  to  Tyber  fteer'd, 

Where  coin  and  firft  commerce  he  did  invent* 

159. 
Rude  as  their  (hips  was  navigation  then  ; 

No  ufeful  com  pais  or  meridian  known ; 
Coafting,they  kept  the  land  within  their  ken,  6^o 

And  knew  no  North  but  when  the  Pole-<ftar 

{hone« 

160. 

Of  all  who  fince  have  us'd  the  open  fea. 

Than  the  bold  Englifli  none  more  fame  have 

won: 

Beyond  the  year,  and  out  of  heaven's  high  way. 

They  make  difcoveries  where  they  fee  no 

fun.  645 

Ver.  637.    coin  and^r^  commerce^  &c.]     Edit.  l667. 

I  prefer  this  to  Derrick's  unauthorifed  commerce  Jirft^  \vhich  I 
fuppofe  he  adopted  for  the  fake  of  the  more  inufical  accent  on 
the  firft  fyllablc  oi  commerce;  forgetting,  however,  that '^  quick 
commerce'*  occurs  in  ilan^a  l63,  where  he  could  not  change  tho 
pofition  of  the  word.  Todd. 

Ver.  £44.     Beyond  the  year^  and  out  of  hearen'i  high  wayy"] 

Extra  anni;  folifque  vi&i.     Virg, 

Original  edition* 
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p         161. 
But  what  fo  long  in  vain,  and  yet  unknown. 

By  poor  mankind  s  benighted  wit  is  fought^ 
Shall  in  this  age  to  Britain  firft  be  (hown. 

And  hence  be  to  admiring  nations  taught 

162. 
The  ebbs  of  tides  and  their  myfterious  flow,   650 

We,  as  arts'  elements,  (hall  underftand, 
And  as  by  line  upon  the  ocean  go, 

Whofe  paths  ihall  be  familiar  as  the  land* 

163. 
Inftru6ied  ihips  fliall  fail  to  quick  commerce  *j 

By  which  remoteft  legions  are  ally'd ;        655 
Which  makes  one  city  of  the  univerfe ; 

AVhere  fome  may  gain,  and  all  may  be  fup^ 

pi/d. 

164. 
Then  we  upon  our  globe's  laft  verge  (hall  go^ 

And  view  the  ocean  leaning  on  the  fky : 
From  thence  our  rolling  neighbours  we  (hall 
know,  660 

And  on  the  lunar  world  fecurely  pry. 

Vcr.  653.  Whofe  paths  Jhall  he  famiUar  as  the  land.]  "  His 
digreffion  to  the  original  and  progrefs  of  navigation,  with  his 
profpeA  of  the  advancement  which  it  fliall  receive  from  the 
Royal  Society,  then  newly  inAituted,  may  be  confidered  as  an 
example  feldom  equalled  of  feafonable  excurfion  and  artful  re* 
turn." — Johofon's  Life  of  Dryden.  John  VVartok. 

*  By  a  more  exad  knowledge  of  longitudes.     Orig.  edition. 
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165. 
This  I  foretel  from  your  aufpicious  care  *, 

Who  great  in  fearch  of  God  and  nature  grow; 
Who  beft  your  wife  Creator's  praife  declare, 

Since    beft    to  praife  his  works  is  beft  to 

know.  655 

166. 

O  truly  royal !  who  behold  the  law 

And  rule  of  beings  in  your  Maker's  mind : 

And  thence,  like  limbecks,  rich  ideas  draw, 
To  fit  the  leveird  ufe  of  human-kind. 

167. 
But  firft  the  toils  of  war  we  muft  endure,      670 
And  from  the  injurious  Dutch  redeem  tha 
feas. 
War  makes  the  valiant  of  his  right  fecure. 
And  gives  up  fraud  to  be  chaftis'd  with  eafe. 

168. 
Already  were  the  Belgians  on  our  coaft,       675 

Whofe  fleet  more  mighty  every  day  became 
By  late  fuccefs,  which  they  did  falfely  boaft, 

And  now  by  firft  appearing  feem'd  to  claim. 

169. 
Defigning,  fubtil,  diligent,  and  clofe, 
'    They   knew  to  manage   war  with  vn(e  de- 
lay :  680 

*  Apoftrophe  to  the  Royal  Society.     Original  edition. 

Ver.  663.     ■  grtat  in  fearch]    Alludes  to  the  Royal 

Society.  Dr.  J.  Wartow. 
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Yet  all  thofe  arts  their  vanity  did  crofs, 

And  by  their  pride  their  prudence  did  betray. 

170. 

Nor  (laid  the  Engliih  long ;  but,  well  fupply'd, 
Appear  as  numerous  as  th'  infulting  foe  : 

The  combat  now  by  courage  muft  be  try'd,  685 
And  the  fuccefs  the  braver  nation  (how. 

171. 
There  was  the  Plymouth  fquadron  now  come  in. 
Which  in  the  Straights  laft  winter  was  abroad; 
Which  twice  on  Bifcay's  working  bay  had  been. 

And  on  the  midland  fea  the  Prench  had 
aw'd.  690 

172. 

Old  expert  Allen,  loyal  all  along, 

Fam'd  for  his  a6lion  on  the  Smyrna  fleet : 

And  Holmes,  whofe  name  (hall  live  in  epick 

fong. 

While  mufick  numbers,  or  while  verfe  has 

feet. 

173. 

Holmes,  the  Achates  of  the  general's  (ight ;    695 
Who  firft  bewitched  our  eyes  with  Guinea 
gold ; 

Ver.  691.    Old  expert  AlUn,  &c.]    Sir  Thomas  Allen  wag- 
admiral  of  the  white.  Derrick. 

Ver.  695.  Holmes,  the  Achates  of  the,  &c.]  Sir  Robert 
Holmes  v.as  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  called  the  Achates  from 
his  eagernefs  to  fupport  the  general.  Achates  was  the  tailhful 
compauion  of  iEneas.  For  an  illuflration  of  the  two  lail  lines  of 
this  (lanza,  fee  our  uotes  to  the  Satire  on  the  Dutch. 

Derrick* 
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j\8  once  old  Cato  in  the  Roman  (ight 

The  tempting  fruits  of  Africk  did  unfold. 

174. 

With  him  went  Sprag,  as  bountiful  as  brave^ 
Whom  his  high  courage  to  command  had 
brought :  700 

Harman,  who  did  the  twice-fir'd  Harry  (ave. 
And  in  his  burning  (hip  undaunted  fought. 

Ver.  699.  With  him  went  Sprag^  &c.]  Sir  Edward  Sprag 
ferved  under  Sir  Jeremiah  Smithy  who  carried  Ihe  blue  flag :  he 
was  drowned  pafling  from  one  Ihip  to  another,  in  a  iight  with 
Van  Tromp,  on  the  eleventh  of  Augnfl,  1672,  bearing  the  cha- 
rader  of  a  gallant  officer,  and  an  accomplifhed  gentleman. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  700.    ■  hs  high  courage]    The  courage  haut  of 

Spenfer  and  our  elder  poets,  which  Dryden  no  doubt  had  in 
mind.  Todd* 

Ver.  701.  Harmony  vho  did  the  twice-Jir^d^  &c.]  Thefe  two 
lines  cannot  be  more  properly  explained,  than  by  the  following 
extrad  from  the  London  Ga2ette  of  the  fourth  of  June,  \666. 

**  Alborough,  June  2.  This  day  is  come  in  hither  the  Henry, 
^^  Captain  Harman,  commander,  who  parted  from  the  fleet, 
**  much  difabled,  at  nine  o'clock  lail  night,  having  had  the  luck, 
**  it  feems,  to  have  a  great  part  of  the  Dutch  fleet  upon  her  iingly, 
*^  which  ihe  fupported  bravely,  and  forced  her  way  quite  through 
"  them,  though  not  without  much  damage,  which  the  enemy 
**  finding,  endeavoured  to  clap  a  fire/hip  upon  her,  but  (he 
'*  nimbly  flruck  him  off:  after  which  comes  up  one  of  their 
*'  admirals,  and  failened  a  focond  firefhip,  with  which  (he  grap- 
**  pled  long,  but  at  lafl  took  fire  in  one  of  her  quarters,  which 
'^  yet  fhc  happily  quenched*  After  this  a  third  firefhip  was  laid 
**  on  her,  which,  difabled  as  flie  was,  fhe  fo  mauled  with  her 
**  chace-pieces,  that  fhe  cut  fhort  her  main-yard,  and  fo  efcapcd 
"  him.  She  had  fcvcral  of  her  men  killed  and  wounded  ; 
'^  amongfl  thefe  latter  is  the  captain  himfclf,  but  it  is  hoped 
**  without  danger.  The  fleet  is  in  very  good  condition,  not  one 
**  of  our  vefiels  having  been  taken."  Derrick. 
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175. 
Young  Hollis  on  a  mufe  by  Mars  begot, 

BornyCsfar-like,  to  write  and  ad  great  deeds : 
Impatient  to  revenge  his  fatal  (hot,  705 

His  right  hand  doubly  to  hb  left  fucceeds. 

176. 

Thoufands  were  there  in  darker  fame  that  dwell, 

Whofe  deeds  fome  nobler  poem  (hall  adorn : 

And,  though  to  me  unknown,  they  fure  fought 

well, 

Whom  Rupert  led,  and  who  were  Britifh 

born.  710 

177. 
Of  every  fize  an  hundred  6ghting  fail ; 
So  vaft  the  navy  now  at  anchor  rides. 
That  underneath  it  the  prefs'd  waters  fail. 
And  with  its  weight  it  (boulders  oflfthe  tides, 

178. 
Now,  anchors   weigh'd,  the  feamen  fhout    fb 
flirill,  '  715 

That  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  wide  ocean 
rings : 

Vcr.  70s.]  Captain  Hollis,  of  the  Aptelope  (hip  of  war,  loft 
a  hand  in  this  memorable  fight :  to  his  writings  I  confefs  myfelf 
a  flranger.  I  believe  it  is  the  fame  perfon  who  commanded  the 
Cambridge  under  the  name  of  Sir  Fretchvillc  Hollis,  in  l672, 
when  he  was  killed  in  another  fea-fight  with  the  Dutch. 

Derrick* 

Ver,  707.     Thoufands  uere  there  in  darker fyme  that  dvfcU,] 

*'  Multi  prseterea  quos  fama  obfcura  recoqdit/' 

JoHK  Wartov« 
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A  breeze  from  weftward  waits  their  fails  to  fill, 
And  reds  in  thofe  high  beds  his  downy  wings; 

179. 
The  wary  Dutch  this  gathering  ftorm  forefaw. 
And  darfi  not  bide  it  on  the  Englifli  coaft:  720 
Behind  their  treacherous  (hallows  they  with* 
draw, 
And  there  lay  fnares  to  catch  the  Britifh  hoft. 

180. 

So  the  falfe  fpider,  when  her  nets  are  fpread, 
Deep  ambuih'd  in  her  iilent  den  does  lie : 

And  feels  far  off  the  trembling  of  her  thread, 

Whofe  filmy  cord  fhould  bind  the  ftruggling 

fly.  726 

181. 

Then  if  at  lad  ihe  find  him  faft  befet, 
She  iflues  forth,  and  runs  along  her  loom  : 

She  joys  to  touch  the  captive  in  her  net. 
And    drag    the    little    wretch    in    triumph 
home.  730 

18S. 

The  Belgians  hop'd,  that,  with  diforder'd  hade. 
Our  deep-cut  keels  upon  the  fands  might  run : 

Or,  if  with  caution  leifurcly  were  paft. 

Their  numerous  grofs  might  charge  us  one 
by  one. 

Vcr.  723.    So  the  fal/e]    Elegantly  cxpreffcd,  but  hardly 
equal  to  Pope's  Spider.  Dr.  J.  Waetok* 
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1S3. 
But  mth  a  fore-wind  pufhing  them  above,   735 
And  fwelling  tide  that  heav'd  them  from 
below. 
O'er  the  bUnd  flats  our  warlike  fquadrons  move. 
And  with  fpread  fails  to  welcome  battle  go. 

184. 
It  feemM  as  there  the  Britifli  Neptune  flood, 

With  all  his  hofts  of  waters  at  command,  740 
Beneath  them  to  fubmit  th' officious  flood ; 

And  with  his  trident  (hov'd  them  off  the  fand» 

185. 
To  the  pale  foes  they  fuddenly  draw  near. 

And  fummon  them  to  unexpe6led  fight : 
They  flart  like  murderers  when  ghods  appear. 
And    draw  their  curtains  in  the  dead  of 
night.  74(? 

n6. 

Now  van  to  van  the  foremoft  fquadrons  meet  *, 
The  midmotl  battles  hailing  up  behind : 

Who  view  far  off  the  florm  of  falling  fleet. 
And    hear   their    thunder   rattling   in  the 
wind.  750 


Ver.  742.    with  his  trident  Jhov'd  them  off  the  fond.] 

I^vat  ipfe  trideudy  et  vaftas  aperit  fyrtes,  &c.     Virg. 

Original  edition* 

*  Second  battle.    Original  edition. 

Ver.  f48.     hading  «p  behind:}      Original  edition. 

Dtrrick  kas,  haflning.  Tox>d« 
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187. 
At  length  the  adverfe  admirals  appear; 

The  tviro  bold  champions  of  each  country's 
right : 
Their  eyes  defcribe  the  lifts  as  they  come  near. 
And  draw  the  lines  of  death  before  they  fight. 

188. 
The  diftance  judged  for  (hot  of  every  fizc,     755 
The  linftocks  touch,  the  ponderous  ball  ex- 
pires : 
The  vigorous  feaman  every  port-hole  plies. 
And  adds  his  heart  to  every  gun  he  fires  I 

189. 
Fierce  was  the  fight  on  the  proud  Belgians  fide. 
For  honour,  which  they  feldom  fought  be- 
fore :  760 
But  now  they  by  their  own  vain  boafts  were 

And  forced,  at  leaft  in  (how  to  prize  it  more. 

190. 
But  (harp  remembrance  on  the  Englifli  part, 

And  ihame  of  being  match'd  by  fuch  a  foe, 
Rouze  confcious  virtue  up  in  every  heart,      765 

And  feeming  to  be  ftronger  makes  them  fo. 

Ver.  766,    And  feeming  to  he  ftronger  makes  themfo.^ 

Poflantj  quia  pofle  videntur.    Virg. 

Original  edition* 
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191. 
Nor  long  the  Belgians  could  that  fleet  fuftain. 

Which  did  two  generals'  fates,  and  Caefar^s 

bear: 

Each  feveral  (hip  a  viSlory  did  gain. 

As  Rupert  or  as  Albemarle  were  there.      770 

192. 
Their  batterM  admiral  too  foon  withdrew, 

Unthank'd  by  ours  for  his  unfinifh'd  fight : 
But  he  the  minds  of  his  Dutch  mailers  knew. 

Who  caird  that  providence  which  we  call'd 

flight. 

193. 

Never  did  men  more  joyfully  obey,  775 

Or  fooner  underflood  the  fign  to  fly : 

With  fuch  alacrity  they  bore  away. 

As  if  to  praife  them  all  the  States  flood  by. 

194- 
O  famous  leader  of  the  Belgian  fleet. 

Thy   monument  infcrib'd    fuch  praife  ftiall 
wear,  780 

As  Varro  timely  flying  once  did  meet, 

Becaufe  he  did  not  of  his  Rome  defpair. 

195. 
Behold  that  navy,  which  a  while  before 
Provok'd  the  tardy  Englifti  to  the  fight ; 

Ver.  784 Englifli  to  the  fight ;]    Orig.  ed.    This  I 

think  mud  be  the  poet's  own  reading;  and  Derrick's  "  cl^e  to 
fight,''  I  fuppofe  an  errour :  chfc  occurs  in  the  next  line. 

Todd. 
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Now  draw  their  beaten  vefTels  clofe  to  (hore^  785 
As  larks  lie  dat'd  to  fhun  the  hobbies  flight. 

196* 
"Whoe'er  would  Englifh  monuments  furvey, 

In  other  records  may  our  courage  know  : 
But  let  them  hide  the  ftory  of  this  day, 

Whofe  fame  was  blemiOi'd  by  too  bafe  a  foe. 

197- 
Or  if  too  bufily  they  will  enquire  791 

Into  a  vidory,  which  we  difdain ; 
Then  let  them  know,  the  Belgians  did  retire 

Before  the  patron  faint  of  injured  Spain. 

.198- 
Kepenting  England  this  revengeful  day        795 

To  Philip's  manes  did  an  offering  bring : 

Ver,  79^-  -^ patrmfidntl  St,  James,  on  whofe  day  this 

vi6h>rv  was  gained.     Orig.  ed. 

Ibid. the  Belgians  did  retire 

Before  the  patron  faint  of  injured  Spain. 

This  vidory  was  completed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Jnly,  a 
day  facred  to  St.  James  the  Great,  patron  of  Spain,  which  na* 
tion  our  author  calls  injured,  inafmuch  as  the  Hollanders  had 
rebelled  againilKing  Philip  II.  being  aided  by  Queen  Elizabeth : 
&nd  the  next  itanza  refers  to  this  tranfadion,  for  which  the  poet 
fuppofes  us  now  to  have  atoned.  The  monarchy  mentioned  in 
the  199th  ftanza  is  Spain,  with  which  Queen  Elizabeth  had  been 
long  at  Variance,  when,  in  our  author^s  opinion,  we  overlooked 
the  growing  power  of  France  and  Holland,  which  merited  much 
more  our  attention.  Deraick. 

Ver.  79s.  Repenting  England]  Repent  ?  What  of  one  of  the 
mod  glorious  and  meritorious  a^ons  that  Queen  Elizabeth  was 
ever  engaged  in,  aififling  the  oppreflcd  Hollanders  againft  the 
execrable  tyranny  of  Philip  II.  I  could  wi(h  to  forget  that  our 
poet  ever  wrote  lines  of  fuch  an  abjed  fpirit,  and  fo  unworthy 
oTa  true  £ngli(hman.  De.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  796.  '——Philip's  manes]  Philip  the  fecond^  of  Spain, 

VOL.  !•  L 
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England,  Trhich  firft,  by  leading  them  aflraj^ 
•HatcbM  up  rebellion  to  deftroy  her  king. 

199. 
Our  fathers  bent  their  baneful  induftry. 

To  check  a  monarchy  that  flowly  grew ;    soo 

But  did  not  France  or  Holland  s  fate  fbrefee^ 

Wbofe  rifing  power  to  fwift  dominion  flew. 

200. 

In  fortune's  empire  blindly  thus  we  go» 

And  wander  after  pathlefs  deftiny ;  804 

Whofe  dark  reforts  fince  prudence  cannot  know^ 
In  vain  it  would  provide  for  what  (hall  be* 

201. 
But  whate  er  Engli(h  to  the  blefs'd  (hall  go, 

And  the  fourth  Harry  or  firft  Orange  meet ; 

Find  him  difowning  of  a  Bourbon  foe. 

And  him  detefting  a  Batavian  fleet.  sio 

202. 
Now  on  their  coafb  our  conquering  navy  rides^ 

Waylays  their  merchants,  and  their  land  be- 

fets; 
Each  day  new  wealth  without  their  pare  pror 

vides; 
They  lie  afleep  with  prizes  in  their  nets« 

20S. 
So,  cloie  behind  fome  promontory  lie  8i5 

The  huge  leviathans  to  attend  their  prey ; 

afrainil  whom  the  Hollanders  rebeUingy   weie  aided  by  Queen 
Eliaabelh.    Orig.ed.  ^  ^     ", 

Ver.  815.  So,  clofe  Mmd]    This  poem  is  overloaded  wiOi 
fiiniles.  Dr.  J,  Wa»xok. 
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Arid  give  no  chace,  but  fwallow  in  the  frie, 

Which  through  their  gaping  jaws  miftake  the 

way* 

204*. 

Nor  was  this  all ;  in  ports  and  roads  remote^ 

Defl:ru6);ive  fires  among  whole  fleets  we  fend ; 

Triumphant  flames  upon  the  water  flote^         82i 

And  out-bound  fliips  at  home  their  voyage 
end. 

205. 

Thofe  various  fquadrons,  varioufly  defign'd. 
Each  veflel  freighted  with  a  feveral  load, 

Each  fquadron  waiting  for  a  feveral  wind,      825 
All  find  but  one^  to  burn  them  in  the  road. 

206. 

Some  bound  for  Guiney^  golden  fand  to  find^ 
Bore  all  the  gawds  the  fimple  natives  wear  : 

Sorne^  for  the  pride  of  Turkifli  courts  defign'd. 
For  folded  turbans  finefl;  Holland  bear.    |do 

Ibid.     Piirpuretis,  late  qui  fplendeat  unus  et  alter 

Afluitur  pannus«  John  Wartoic. 

*  Barning  of  the  fleet  in  the  F(yj  by  Sir  Robert  Hobnei.-^'^ 
Orig.  ed. 

Ver«  S28.  — ^  the  gawdi]  Toyi^  haubke.    So  in  Shakefpeare's 
MUL,  N,  Dream^  A.  i.  S.  i. 

**  And  ftolen  the  imprcffion  of  her  fantafy 
"  With  bracelets  of  thy  hair>  rings,  gawdt^  conceits,  ^c." 
Where  fee  Mr.  Steerens's  note.  Todd. 

Ver,  830* folded  turbans]  Orig,  ed.  Derrick  reads,  tur- 

htuUit  ToDDf 
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207. 

Some  Englifti  wool,  vex'd  in  a  Belgian  loom. 
And  into  cloth  of  fpungy  foftnefs  made. 

Did  into  France  or  colder  Denmark  doom. 
To  ruin  with  worfe  ware  our  ftaple  trade. 

£08. 
Our  greedy  fearoen  rummage  every  hold,      sss 

Smile  on  the  booty  of  each  wealthier  cheft ; 
And,  as  the  priefts  who  with  their  gods  make 

bold, 
Take  what  they  like,  and  facrifice  the  reft. 

209*. 
But  ah  r  how  infincere  are  all  our  joys ! 

Which,    fent  from  heaven,   like  lightning 

make  no  ftay :  «*<) 

Their  palling  tafte  the  journey's  length  deftroys. 

Or  grief,  fent  poft,  o'ertakes  them  on  the 

way, 

•  Tranfitum  to  the  firfe  of  London.    Orig.  ed. 

Ver.839.  But  ah!  Aow  •»><«*]  Here  he  enters  on  the  other 
part  of  his  fubjea,  the  dreadful  fire  in  London.  Though  the 
conflagration  of  a  ^t  city,  with  all  its  concom^nt  c.rcum- 
Km  of  diftrefs,  is  one  o7  the  moft  Ankinfeobjeas  .mag.nablc 
Krreat  poet  ti  defcribe,  (witnefs  the  /ecoiwJ    perhaps,  moft 

beauti  ufbLk  of  the  /Eneid),  yet  how  ^fJ^^^'^^'^^XfZr^^ 
failed  in  raifing  any  interett  or  emotion  in  t'i\™'«<**/''l«  "**f-5r; 
And  being  unwilling  to  pafs  a  cenfure,  «  I  have  thought  myfelf 
obHged  to  do  frequlntly.  1  ft-all  adopt  the  ««>'<»»«[»  P,'"'*^^ 
critic,  who  fays,  the  "  poet  watches  the  flame  cool  v  from  ^rat 
toftnit,  with  now  a  refleaion  and  now  a  fimile,  t.ll  at  laft  he 
meSe  king,  for  whom  ho  makes  a  fpeech  rather  tedious  jn  a 
time  fo  bufy ;  and  thenfollows  again  the  P«>f^/» ^^jj^  J^^,, 

Ver.  842.  Or  grief,  fent  poji,  4r<=.]  It  is  the  fame  fentiment  in 
Milton's  Samfon  Agoniftes,  ver.  1538. 
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210. 
Sweird  with  our  late  fucceifes  on  the  foe, 
Which  France  and  Holland  wanted  power  to 
crofs. 
We  urge  an  unfeen  fate  to  lay  us  low,  845 

And  feed  their  envious  eyes  with  Englifti  lofs. 

211. 
Each  element  his  dread  command  oheys. 

Who  jhakes  or  ruins  with  a  fmile  or  frown  ; 
Who,  as  by  one  he  did  our  nation  raife. 

So  now  he  with  another  pulls  us  dewn.      S50 

212. 

Yet  London,  emprefs  of  the  northern  clime, 
By  an  high  fate  thou  greatly  didft  expire ; 

G  reat  as  the  world's,   which,  at  the   death  of 
time 
Mud  fall,  and  rife  a  nobler  frame  by  fire  ! 

213. 
As  when  fome  dire  ufurper  heaven  provides,  855 

To  fcourge  his  country  with  a  lawlefs  fway ; 
His  birth  perhaps  fbme  petty  village  hides. 

And  fets  his  cradle  out  of  fortune's  way. 

*'  For  evil  news  rides  poll,  while  good  news  bates,^ 
Milton's  however  is  the  clofer  imitation  of  Statius,    as  I  have 
elfewhere  obferved : 

"  Spargitur  in  turraas  folito  pernicior  index 

"  Cdm  lugenda  refert."  Todd. 

Vcr.  853.  Great  as  the  v>orld\  which,  at  the  death  of  time  . 
Mtififall,  and  rife  a  nobler  frame  by  fire  /] 
"  Qti»m  mare^  quum  teliiu,  correptaque  regia  aeli^ 
^rdeatf  ^c."    Ovid.    Orig.  ed. 
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Till  fully  ripe  bis  fwelling  fete  breaks  out. 
And  hurries  him  to  mighty  mifchiefson ;  s6o 

His  prince  furpri^'d  at  firil  no  ill  could  doubt. 
And  wants  the  pow'r  to  meet  it  when  'tis 
known* 

215. 
Such  was  the  rife  of  this  prodigious  fire. 

Which,  ia  niean    buildings   firft   obfcurely 
bred,  sfii 

From  thence  did  foon  to  open  ftreets  afpire. 
And  ilraight  to  palaces  and  temples  ipread« 

fil6. 
The  diligence  of  trades  and  noifeful  gain. 

And  luxury  more  late,  afleep  were  laid: 
All  was  the  night's  ;  and  in  her  filent  reign 

No  found  the  reft  of  nature  did  invade,      sro 

217. 
Jn  this  deep  quiet,  from  what  fource  unknown^ 

Thofe  feeds  of  fire  their  fatal  birth  difclofe ; 

And  firft  few  fcattering  fparks  about  were  blowOt 

Big  with  the  flames  that  to  our  ruin  rofe« 

Ver.  871.  frwn  whatjburce  tmkrunm^l    The  fire  might 

fiaturally  have  been  accounted  for,  from  the  narrownefs  of  the 
ilrects,  from  houfes  built  entirtly  of  timber,  and  a  (Irong  eaft 
wind  that  blew  at  the  time.  But  it  was  afcribed  by  the  rage  of 
the  people,  either  to  the  Republicans  or  the  Catholics,  efpecially 
the  latter.  An  infcription  on  the  monument,  profcribed  we 
know  by  Pope,  was  intended  to  perpetaate  this  groundlefs  faf* 
picion.  This  infcription  was  erafed  by  James  II.  but  reflored  at 
the  Revolution,  and  fiill  remains*  .  Dr.  J«  Wabtoit, 
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218. 

Then  in  fome  clofe-pent  room  it  crept  along,  875 
And,  fmouldering  as  it  went,  in  filence  fed  ; 

Till  th' infant  monfter^  with  devouring  ftrong. 
Walked  boldly  upright  with  exalted  head* 

Now  like  fome  rich  or  mighty  murderer. 
Too  great  for  prifon,  which  he  breaks  with 
gold ;  8^ 

Who  frefiier  for  new  mifchiefs  does  appear. 
And  dares  the  world  to  tax  him  with  the  old  : 

220. 
So  Ycapes  th'  infulting  fire  his  narrow  jail, 

And  nm^kes  fmali  outlets  into  open  air : 
There  the  fierce  winds  his  tender  force  afiail,  885 

And  beat  him  downward  to  his  firft  repair. 

221. 
The  wiode,  like  crafty  courtezans,  with-held 
His  flames  from  burning,  but  to  blow  them 
more : 
And  every  frefti  attempt  he  is  repellM 

With  &iQt  denials  weaker  than  before.      S90 

Ver.  SS7,  Tke  windSfl  In  this  flauza,and  in  the  four  following, 
our  poet  may  be  juftly  faid,  "  to  tread  upon  the  brink  of  mean, 
ing,  where  light  and  darknefs  be^in  to  mingle ;  to  approach  the 
precipice  of  abfurdity,  and  hover  over  the  abyfs  of  unideal  va-* 
coney."*  Dr.  J.  Wartow. 

J  bid.  '  like  crafty  ^c]    Hctc  arte  traBabat  cupidum  vi- 

rvnty  ut  illius  animum  inopia  accenderet.     Orig.  ed. 

Ibid.  like  crafty  courtezans^  A  vulgar  and   impro- 

per allulion  !  Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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230. 
In  vain :  for  from  the  Eaft  a  Belgian  wind 
His  hoflile  breath   through  the  dry  rafters 
fent; 
The  flames  impelFd  foon  left  their  foes  behind. 
And  forward  with  a  wanton  fury  went*       9^6 

SSL 
A  key  of  fire  ran  all  along  the  (hore. 

And  lightened  all  the  river  with  a  blaze : 
The  waken'd  tides  began  again  to  roar,  929 

And  wondering  fi(h  in  (hining  waters  gaze. 

232^ 
Old  father  Thames  rais'd  up  his  reverend  head. 

But  fear'd  the  fate  of  Simois  would  return : 
Deep  in  his  ooze  he  fought  his  fedgy  bed, 

And  fhrunk  his  waters  back  into  his  urn. 

233. 

The  fire,  mean  time,  walks  in  abroadergrofs; 

To  either  hand  his  wings  he  opens  wide :  936 

He  wades  the  ftreets,  and  firaight  he  reaches 

crofs, 

And  plays  his  longing  flames  onth^  other  fide. 


Vcr.  928.  jfnd  lightened  all  the  river  with  a  blace :] 

"  Sigaa  ignijreta  latartlucait.''  Virg.  Orig.  cd. 
Ver.  931.  Old  father  Thames  raU'd  up  his  reverend  head. 

But  fear*  d  the  fate  of  Simois  would  return :]  An 
evident  allnfion  to  the  21(1  book  of  Homer,  where  Vulcan  dries 
.Dp  the  allied  dreams  of  Simois  and  Scamandef. 

John  Wartok. 
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234,. 

At  firft  they  warm,  then  fcorcb,  and  then  they 
take; 
Now  with  long  necks  from  fide  to  fide  they 
feed :  9ie 

At  length,  grown  ftrong,  their  mother-fire  for- 
fake. 
And  a  new  colony  of  flames  fucceed. 

235. 
To  every  nobler  portion  of  the  town 

The  curhng  billows  roll  their  refllefs  tide : 
Jn  parties  now  they  ftraggle  up  and  down,  945 

As  armies,  unoppos'd,  for  prey  divide. 

236. 

One  mighty  (quadron  with  a  fide-wind  fped. 

Through  narrow  lanes  his  cumbered  fire  does 

hade. 

By  powerful  charms  of  gold  and  filver  led. 

The   Lombard  bankers  and  the  Change  to 

waile.  950 

2Sr. 
Another  backward  to  the  Tower  would  go. 

And  flowly  eats  his  way  againft  the  wind  : 

But  the  main  body  of  the  marching  foe 

Againfi;  th'  imperial  palace  is  defiga'd. 

238. 
Jfovr  day  appears,  and  with  the  day  the  king, 
Whofe  early  care  had  robb'd  him  of  his  reft : 
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Far  off  the  cracks  of  falling  houfes  ring, 

And  Ihrieks  of  fubjefts  pierce  his   tender 
bread. 

239. 

Near  as  he  draws^  thick  harbingers  of  fmoke 
With  gloomy  pillars  cover  all  the  place ;     960 

Whofe  little  intervals  of  night  are  broke 
By  fparks,  that  drive  againft  his  facred  £aice. 

S40. 

More  than  his  guards  his   forrows  made  him 
known. 
And  pious  tears  which  down  his  cheeks  did 
(how'r : 
The  wretched  in  his  grief  forgot  their  own ;  96s 
So  much  the  pity  of  a  king  has  pow'r. 

241. 

He  wept  the  flames  of  what  he  lov*d  fo  welly 
And  what  fo  well  had  merited  his  love : 

For  never  prince  in  grace  did  more  excel, 
Or  royal  city  more  in  duty  drove.  970 

242. 
Nor  with  an  idle  care  did  he  behold : 

Subje£ts  may  grieve,  but  monarchs  muflr  e- 
drefs ; 
He  chears  the  fearful  and  commends  the  bold. 
And  makes  defpairers  hope  for  good  fuc« 
cefs. 


ANNUS  MIRABIUS.  157 

243. 

Himfelf  dire6b  what  firft  is  to  be  done,         97^ 
And  orders  all  the  fuccours  ^hich  they  bring: 

The  helpful  and  the  good  about  him  run, 
And  form  an  army  worthy  fuch  a  king. 

Ver.  P75.]  Immediately  after  the  fire  of  London,  there  was 
publiihed,  on  an  half  fheet,  "  a  true  and  exadl  Relation  of  the 
moll  dreadful  and  remarkable  Fires,  which  have  happened  finctt 
the  reign  nf  King  William  the  Conqueror  to  this  prefent  year^ 
1666,  m  the  cities  of  London  and  Weflminficr,  and  other  parts 
of  England/' 

The  following  is  the  account  of  the  fire  in  16^6  : — "  On  Sun- 
day, the  fecond  of  September,  this  prefent  year,  1666,  about 
one  a  clock  in  the  morning,  there  happened  a  fad  and  deplorable 
/ire  in  Pudding-lane,  near  New  Fi/h-Jireet ;  which,  falling  out  in 
a  part  of  the  city  fo  clofe  built  with  wooden  houfes,  propagated 
itfelf  fo  far  before  day  with  fuch  violence,  that  it  bred  fuch  diH. 
tradlion  and  aftoniChment  in  the  inhabitants  and  neighbours,,  that 
care  was  taken  not  to  (lop  the  further  diffufion  of  it  by  pulling 
down  houfes,  as  ought  to  have  been  ;  fo  that  this  grievous  fire 
ina  fhort  time  became  too  big  to  be  mallered  by  any  engins, 
or  working  neai  it;  and  being  fomented  by  the  hand  of  God  in 
a  violent  eaderly  wind,  which  kept  it  burning  in  fuch  a  raging 
manner  all  Sunday  and  Sunday  night,  fpreading  it  felf  by  Monday 
morning  up  Qracechurch-fireet  to  jLombard-ftrtety  and  to  St.  Swi* 
ihin's  church  in  Canan-Jtreety  and  downwards  from  Canon-Jireet 
to  the  water-fide  as  far  as  the  Three  Cranes,  in  the  Vintry,  and 
eaflward  beyond  BiUinfgate.  The  greatnels  and  vailnefs  of  the 
fire  was  fucn,  that  made  the  amazed  and  diflra6led  people  take 
care  onely  to  preferve  their  own  goods,  and  Cccure  every  man 
his  particular  concerns^  making  but  ilendcr  attempts  to  extiu. 
guiih  the  flame.  In  fine,  it  continued  all  Monday  and  Tuefday 
with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  it  had,  at  ten  of  the  clock  on  Tue& 
day  night,  wedward,  confumed  houfes  and  churches  all  the  way 
to  St,  Dunftan's  church,  in  FUet-Jtreet ;  at  which  time,  by  the 
favour  of  God,  the  wind  flackened  ;  and  that  flight,  by  the  vigi- 
lancy,  induflry^  and  indefatigable  pains  of  his  Majejly  and  his  Royal 
Highne/sj  calling  upon  all  people,  and  encouraging  them  by  their 
perjfbnal  ajjijlances,  a  flop  was  put  to  the  fire  in  Fleet -Jlreety  the 
Inner  Tetuple,  and  Fetter-lane,  at  Holborn-bridge^  Fie-Comer^ 
Aider/gate,  Cripplegate,  near  the  lower  end  of  Cokman-Jlreet,  at 
the  end  of  Bajinghall-Jlreet^  by  the  Pojlem^  at  the  upper  end  of 
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He  fees  the  dire  contagion  fpread  fo  fa(t| 
That,  where  it  feizes,  all  relief  is  vain :         9Ba 

And  therefore  mud  unwillingly  lay  wafte 
That  country,  which  would  elfe  the  foe  main«» 

tain. 

245. 

The  powder  blows  up  all  before  the  fire : 

Th'  amazed  flames  Aand  gathered  on  a  heap ; 

And  from  the  precipice's  brink  retire,  985 

Afraid  to  venture  on  fo  large  a  leap, 

246. 
Thus  fighting  fires  a  while  themfelves  confume^ 
But  (Iraight  like  Turks,  fore  d  on  to  win  or 
die, 

Si/hopfgate-Jreetf  and  Leadtnhall'fireet^  at  the  iUndard  in  Com« 
hiH^  at  the  church  in  Fenchurch-Jirtet^  near  Cioathworker's-ball 
in  Mindng'laney  at  the  middle  of  Mttrk^Ume^  and  at  the  Tawer^ 
dock.  But  on  Wednesday  night  it  foddenly  brake  out  afrelh  in 
the  Inner  Temple^  which  happened  (as  it  is  fuppofed)  by  flakes  of 
fire  falling  into  the  gutters  of  the  buildings.  His  Royal  jFiigh«< 
nefs  in  perfon  fortunately  watching  there  that  night,  by  his  care^ 
diligence,  great  labour,  and  feafonable  commands  for  the  blow- 
ing up  with  gunpowder  foroe  of  the  faid  buildings,  it  was  mod 
happily  before  day  extinguifhed,  ai\er  it  had  laid  level  with  the 
ground  Tanfidd-cowi^  Parfon's-court^  and  the  buildings  in  the 
church-yard,  and  done  fome  little  damage  to  the  church  and 
hall."  Todd. 

Ver.  988.  Butjirdght  like  Turks  forc'd  on,  &c.]  The  Turks 
are  not  only  predeftinarians,  but  they  alib  believe  that  ^serj 
man,  who  dies  fighting  againfl  unbelievers,  for  fo  they  call  all 
who  differ  from  them  in  religion,  goes  diredly  to  Paradife. 
Thefe  tenets  often  encourage  thofe  to  fight  who  have  no  great 
flomachs  to  it ;  and,  in  this  fenfe,  they  may  be  faid  to  be  forced 

on.  DXBRICKt 
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They  firft  lay  tender  bridges  of  their  fume, 

And  o'er  the  breach  in   un6iuous   vapours 

fly.  990 

S47. 
Part  ftays  for  paflage,  ^till  a  gufl;  of  wind 

Ships  o  er  their  forces  in  a  ihining  fheet : 

Part  creeping  under  ground  their  journey  blind. 

And  climbing  from  below  their  fellows  meet. 

S48. 
Thus  to  fome  defart  plain,  or  old  wood-fide,  995 
Dire  night-hags  come  from  far  to  dance  their 
round ; 
And  o'er  broad  rivers  on  their  fiends  they  ride. 
Or  fweep  in  clouds  above  the  blafted  ground. 

249. 
No  help  avails :  for,  hydra-like,  the  fire 

Lifts    up    his    hundred   heads    to  aim  his 

way :  1000 

And  fcarce  the  wealthy  can  one  half  retire. 

Before  he  ru(hes  in  to  fhare  the  prey. 

250. 

The  rich  grow  fuppliant,  and  the  poor  grow 

proud : 

Thofe  offer  mighty  gain,  and  thefe  afk  more: 

So  void  of  pity  is  th'  ignoble  crowd,  1005 

When  others  ruin  may  increafe  their  ftore. 

Ver.  991.    Pari  ftays /or  y^^ej    Original  edition.    Der- 
ri<^k  has,  Jtay,  Todd. 
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851. 
As  thofe,  who  live  by  ftiores,  with  joy  behold 
Some  wealthy  veflel  fplit  or  (Iranded  nigh ; 
And  from  the  rocks  leap  down  for  fhip wrecked 
gold, 
And  feek  the  tempeft  which  the  others  fly : 

> 

252. 

So  thefe  but  wait  the  owners  lad  defpair,  loii 
And  what*s  permitted  to  the  flames  invade ; 

Ev*n  from  their  jaws  they  hungry  morfels  tear. 
And  on  their  backs  the  fpoils  of  Vulcan 
lade. 

253. 
The  days  were  all  in  this  lofl  labour  ipent ;    ioi5 
And  when    the  weary  king  gave  place  to 
night, 
His  beams  he  to  his  royal  brother  lent. 
And  fo  flione  ilill  in  his  refle6iive  light. 

Ver.  1007.  ^s  thqfe,  who  live  byjhorcs,  Sec]  The  gallant  Sir 
Cloudefley  Shovel  was  barbaroufly  murdered  on  the  coaft  of 
Cornwall,  as  he  fwam  on  (hore,  by  a  woman,  who  was  incitcfd 
to  the  barbarous  ad  by  the  (ight  of  a  ring  which  he  wore  on  his 
finger.  This  is  related  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Lord  Peter- 
borough, who  told  it  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  who  related  it  to 
the  late  Dr.  Shipley,  biftiop  of  St.  Afaph.        John  Warton. 

Ver.  1010.  And  feek  the  tempeft]  Thus  the  original  edition. 
Derrick  has  tempers.  Todd. 

Ver.  101 6.    And  when  the  weary  king  gave  place  to-night, J 

■  ferae  meminit  decedere  nodi.  Virg. 

JouK  Waetoit. 


r 
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S54. 
Night  came,  but  without  darknefs  or  rcpofe, 

A  difmal  pifture  of  the  general  doom ;    102a 
Where  fouls  dift rafted  when  the  trumpet  blows, 

And  half  unready  with  their  bodies  come. 

255. 

Thofe  who  have  homes,  when  home  they  do 

repair, 

To  a  laft  lodging  call  their  wandering  friends : 

Their  Ihort  uneafy  deeps  are  broke  with  care,  1025 

To  look  how  near  their  own  deftruftion  tends. 

256. 
Thofe  who  have  none,  fit  round  where  once  it 
was. 
And  with  full  eyes  each  wonted  room  re- 
quire : 
Haunting  the  yet  warm  afties  of  the  place. 
As  murder'd  men  walk  where  they  did  ex- 
pire. 1030 

257* 
Some  ftir  up  coals  and  watch  the  veilal  fire. 

Others  in  vain  from  fight  of  ruin  run ; 

Ver*  1028.    jind  vxthfuU  eyes  each  wonted  room  require : 
Hmmting  the  yet  warm  afhes  of  the  place,"] 

^  A  pathetic  ftroke,  which  reminds  us  of  the  lively  reprefenta- 
tion  of  Livy : — "  At  prae  metu  obliti  quid  relinquerent,  quid 
fecum  ferrent,  deficiente  confilio,  rogitautefque  alii  alios,  nunc 
in  lininibus  ftarent,  nunc  errabundidomos  iuas,  ultiraum  illas 
▼ifuri  pervagarentur.''  John  Wartok. 

▼OL.  I.  M 
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And,  while  through  burning  labyrinths  they 
retire. 
With  loathing  eyes  repeat  what  they  would 
ihun. 

258. 

The  moft  in  fields  like  herded  beails  lie  down. 

To  dews  obnoxious  on  the  graffy  floor ;    1036 
And  while  their  babes  in  fleep  their  forrows 
drown, 
Sad  parents  watch   the  remnants  of  their 
ftore. 

259. 
While  by  the  motion  of  the  flames  they  guefs 
What  fl;reets  are  burning  now,  and  what  arc 
near,  1040 

An  infant  waking  to  the  paps  would  prefs. 
And  m^ets,  infl;ead  of  milk,  a  falling  tear. 

Ver.  1041.    An  infant  toaking  to  the  paps  would  pr^. 
And  meets  f  in/lead  ofmiik,  a  falling  tear.} 

A  tender  and  pathetic  (Iroke,  which  might  have  been  derived 
from  Pliny's  defcription  of  the  famous  pidure  of  ArilUdes  the 
Theban : — ^*  Hujus  pidura  cfl,  oppido  capto  ad  matris  morientis 
e  vulnere  mamroam  adrepens  infans:  intelligiturque  fentire 
mater,  &  timeiey  ne  emortuo  ladle  fanguinem  lambat.— Pliny. 

JOHK  WAATajr. 

Ver.  1042.]    Cold  on  Canadian  hills,  or  Mindcn's  plain. 

Perhaps  that  parent  moum*d  her  foldier  flain;. 
Bent  o'er  her  babe,  her  eye  diflblv'd  in  dew. 
The  big  drops  mingling  with  the  milk  he  drew. 
Gave  the  fad  prefage  of  his  future  years. 
The  child  of  Mifery  baptiz'd  in  tears  1 
Apology  for  Vagrants*    Anon.    Knox's  edit*  vol.  i.  p.  523w 

John  Wartok. 


n 
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260. 
No  thought  can  eafe  them  but  their  fovereign's 
care, 
Whofe  praife   th'afflifted  as  their  comfort 
fing: 
E'en  thofe,  \^hom  want  might  drive  to  juft  de- 
fpair,  1045 

Think  life  a  bleffing  under  fuch  a  king. 

fi6h 
Meantime  he  fadly  fufFers  in  their  grief, 

Out-weeps  an  hermit,  and  out-prays  a  faint : 
All  the  night  long  he  ftudies  their  relief. 

How  they  may  be  fupply'd,  and  he  may 

want.  1050 

262. 
**  O  God,''faid  he,  "  thou  Patron  of  my  days  *, 
Guide  of  my  youth  in  exile  and  diftrefs ! 

Vcr.  104S.     Out'Weeps  an  hermit,  and  out-prays  a/aini : 
All  the  long  night  hejtudies  their  relief ^ 
How  they  may  oefuppUed,  and  he  may  xoantJ] 

This  reminds  us  of  Cowper : 

WbeOy  Ifaac  like^  the  folitary  faint, 

Walks  forth  to  meditate  at  even  tide. 

And  think  on  her,  who  thinks  not  for  herfelf. 

John  Wartok. 

*  King's  prayer.    Original  edition. 

Ver.  1051.  "  0  God/'  /aid  he,]  One  of  the  fineft  ftanfds, 
and  onwards  to  verfe  1086,  worthy  our  author. 

Dr.  J,  Wartok. 

Ibid.  "  O  God,"  /aid  he,  '*  thou  Patron  of  «iy  d€^s,] 
This,  which  Dr.  Johnfon  calls  ''  a  fpeech  rather  tedious  in  a 
time  fo  bufy,''  I  would  rather,  with  due  deference  to  fo  great  a 
man^  call  a  folemn  prayer.    It  may  be  no  unpleafing  taik  to  my 

u2 
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Who  me  unfriended  brought'ft  by  wond*rou» 
ways, 
The  kingdom  of  my  fathers  to  poflefs : 

263. 
^  Be  thou  my  Judge,  with  what  unwearied 
care  loss 

I  fince  have  labour'd  for  my  people's  good; 
To  bind  the  bruifes  of  a  Civil  War, 

And  ftop  the  iflues  of  their  wafting  blood. 

264. 
"  Thou,  who  haft  taught  me  to  forgive  the  ill. 
And  recompenfe,  as  friends,^  the  good  mis- 
led :  1060 
If  mercy  be  a  precept  of  thy  will. 

Return  that  mercy  on  thy  fervant's  head. 


reader  to  compare  with  thcfe  admirable  lines  the  prajer  of 
Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  cited  by  Mr.  Addifon  in  the  Guar- 
dian, vol.  i.  p.  7g^  <*  O  Lord  of  Hofts,  who  canft  fee  through 
the  thickeil  veil  and  clofefl  difguife,  who  viewed  the  bottom  of 
my  hearty  and  the  deeped  dcfigns  of  my  enemies,  who  haft  in  thy 
hands,  as  well  as  before  thine  eyes,  all  the  events  which  concern 
human  life ;  if  thou  knowcft  that  my  reign  will  promote  thy 
glory,  and  the  fafety  of  thy  people ;  if  thou  knoweft  that  I  have 
no  other  ambition  in  my  foul,  but  to  advance  the  honour  of  thy 
holy  name,  and  the  good  of  this  ftate,  favour,  O  great  God,  the 
juftice  of  my  arms,,  and  reduce  alV  the  rebels  to  acknowledge 
him  whom  thy  facred  decrees,  and  the  order  of  a  lawful  fuc- 
ceflion,  have  made  their  fovereign ;  but  if  thy  good  Providence 
has  ordered  it  othcrwife,  and  thou  feeft  that  I  (hould  prove  one 
of  ihofc  kings  whom  thou  givcft  in  thine  anger,  take  from  me,  O 
merciful  God,  my  life  and  my  crown  ;*  make  me  this  day  a  facri- 
iicc  to  thy  will ;  let  my  death  end  the  calamities  of  France,  aodi 
kt  my  blood  be  the  lall  that  is  fpilt  in  this  quarrel.*' 

John  WAitTOir.. 
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265. 

^*  Or  if  my  heedlefs  youth  has  ftept  aft  ray, 
Too  foon  forgetful  of  thy  gracious  hand ; 
On  me  alone  thy  juft  difpleafure  lay,  1065 

But  take  thy  judgments  from  this  mourning 
land. 

266. 

**  We  all  have  finn'd,  and  thou  haft  laid  us 
low. 
As  humble  earth  from  whence  at  firft  we 
came : 
Like  flying  (hades  before  the  clouds  we  ftiow. 
And  ihrink    like  parchment   in   confuming 
flame.  1070 


Ver.  1063.  ■    ■  youth  has  ilcpt  ojiray,^    Original  edition. 

DevncVyJlcp'd,  To  dd. 

Ver.  1069-     Likejiyingjhades  before  the  clouds  toejhov)^ 

Andjhrink  like  parchment  in  confuming  flameJ\ 

Two  energetic  lines  founded  on  fcriptural  allufions,  Pfalm  cix. 
y.  22,  ''  I  go  hence  like  the  (hadow  that  departeth/' 

.  This  laft  image  Dr.  Glynn  has  transferred  into  his  Seatonian 
Prize  Poem,  "  the  Day  of  Judgment,"  with  fo  much  felicity, 
that  I  mu ft  be  pardoned  for  tranfcribing  the  whole  of  th^  Prayer 
with  which  he  concludes  his  fpirited  poem  : 

"  Power  fupreijie. 


i»"^"" 


"  O  cverlafting  king,  to  thee  1  kneel, 
^  To  thee  1  lift  my  voice.     With  fervent  heat 
**  Melt  all  ye  elements  !  and  thou,  high  beav'n, 
''  Shrink  like  a  (hrivel'd  fcroll !  but  think,  O  Lord, 
**  Think  on  the  bell,  the  nobleil  of  thy  works  ! 
''  Think  on  thine  own  bright  image  !   think  on  him 
"  Who  died  to  faveus  from  thy  righteous  wrath, 
^  And  'midd  the  wreck  of  worlds  remember  Man  !*' 

John  Wa&tow. 
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267. 
"  O  let  it  be  enough  what  thou  haft  done ; 
When  fpotted  deaths  ran  arm'd  through  every 
ftreet, 
With  poifon'd  darts  which  not  the  good  could 
ihun, 
The  fpeedy  could  out-fly,  or  valiant  meet. 

268. 
**  The  living  few,  and  frequent  funerals  then,  1075 

Proclaimed  thy  wrath  on  this  forfaken  place: 
And  now  thofe  few,  who  are  returned  agen. 

Thy  fearching  judgments  to  their  dwellings 

trace. 

269. 
^*  O  pafs  not.  Lord,  an  abfolute  decree. 

Or  bind  thy  fentence  unconditional ;       loso 

But  in  thy  fentence  our  remorfe  forefee. 

And  in  that  foreiight  this  thy  doom  recal, 

270. 

♦*  Thy  threatnings,  Lord,  as  thine  thou  may'ft 

revoke : 

But,  if  immutable  and  fix'd  they  Hand, 

Continue  ftill  thyfelf  to  give  the  ftroke,        io85 

And  let  not  foreign  foes  opprefs  thy  land. 

Ver.  1 085 .     Continue  fiiU  th^elf  to  give  thejtroke^ 

And  let  not  foreign  foes  opprefs  thy  land.l 
He  imitates  the  pious  fubmiflion  of  David  : — "  Let  us  now 
fall  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord  ;  for  his  mercies  are  great }  and 
let  me  not  fall  into  the  hand  of  man/' — Z  Sara.  xxiv.  14. 

John  Wartok, 


M  i 
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271. 
Th'  Eternal  heard,  and  from  the  heavenly  quire 

Chofe  out  the  cherub  with  the  flaming  fword; 
i\nd  bad  him  fwiftly  drive  th'  approaching  fire 

From   where    our    naval    magazines    were 

ftor'd.  1090 

fi72. 
The  bleffed  minifter  his  wings  difplay'd. 

And  like  a  (hooting  ftar  he  cleft  the  night : 
He  charged  the  flames,  and  thofe  that  difobey'd 
He  lafh'd  to  duty  with  his  fword  of  light. 

273. 

The  fugitive  flames,  chafl,is'd,  went  forth  to 

prey.  1095 

On  pious  ftruftures,  by  our  fathers  reared ; 

JBy  which  to  heaven  they  did  affeft  the  way, 

Ere  faith  in  churchmen  without  works  was 

heard. 

274. 

The  wanting  orphans  faw  with  wat*ry  eyes. 
Their  founders'  charity  in  dufl; laid  low;  noo 

And  fent  to  God  their  ever-anfwer'd  cries, 
For  he  prote6ts  the  poor,  who  made  them  fo. 

Vcr.  1096.     On  pious  Jtru&nres,  &c.]     Jle  here,  I  prcfume, 
alludes  to  Chrift's  Hofpital,  &c.  ^c.  John  Warton. 

Ver.  11)97.     By  which  to  heaven  they  did  affe&  the  way^ 

Ere  faith  in  churchmen  without  works  was  heardJ] 
This  paflage  is  a  farqafm  upon  thofe  who  reduce  all  principles 
of  religion  to  the  Angle  article  of  faith,  which,  according  to  fume, 
is  fufficient  for  falvation,  exclufive  of  every  other  tenet. 

Dehrici^, 
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275. 

Nor  could  thy  fabrick,  Paul's,  defend  thee  long. 

Though  thou  wert  facred  to  thy  Maker's 

praife  ; 

Though  made  immortal  by  a  poets  fong;    1105 

And  poets'  fongs  the  Theban  walls  could 

raife. 

276. 

The  daring  flames  peep'd  in,  and  faw  from  far 
The  awful  beauties  of  the  facred  quire ; 

But,  fince  it  was  prophan'd  by  Civil  War, 

Heaven  thought  it  fit  to  have  it  purged  hy 

fire,  I I 10 

277. 
Now  down  the  narrow  ftreets  it  fvviftly  came. 

And  widely  opening  did  on  both  fides  prey : 
This  benefit  we  fadly  owe  the  flame, 
If  only  ruin  muft  enlarge  our  way. 

Ver.  1 107.  Jiames  peep'd  in]   In  cenfaring  fome  Teeming 

bleinidies  in  this  piece,  fuch  as  the  above  lines,  I  ihould  be  mor- 
tified  to  be  placed  among  thofe  idle  and  petty  objedors,  who 
miilake  cwcilling  for  criticifiug;  fuch  as  ht  who  blamed  TcLffb  for 
making  Erminia  cut  off  her  hair,  to  bind  up  Tancrcd's  wounds, 
with  a  fword,  as  a  fword  will  not  cut  hair  ;  or  ht  who  thought 
Raphael  had  made  the  boat  too  little  to  receive  the  miraculous 
capture  of  fifh  ;  or  he  who  objeded  to  the  figure  of  Laoco^n 
being  roprcfented  as  naked  when  he  was  in  the  ad  oi facrifidng. 
I  ihall  for  ever  read  the  S^a/ons  of  Thomfon  with  delight  and 
admiration,  though  I  cannot  forbear  objecting  to  the  two  laft 
lines  as  a  conceit,  alluding  to  his  fubjcft, 

The  ftorms  of  wintry  Time  will  quickly  pafs, 
And  one  unbounded  Spring  encircle  all. 

The  verfe  below  about  God's  taking  an  extingui/ker  is  an  ab« 
furdity  of  the  mod  glaring  kind,    (Vcrfe  11 29.) 

pr.  J.  WAaxQV* 
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278. 

And  now  four  days  the    fun   had  feen    our 
woes:  1115 

Four  nights  the  moon  beheld   ih'inceflant 
fire: 
It  feem'd  as  if  the  ftars  more  fickly  rofe. 
And  farther  from  the  feverifti  north  retire. 

279. 
In  th'  empyrean  heav'n,  the  blefsM  abode. 
The  Thrones  and  the  Dominions  proilrate 
lie,  1120 

Not  daring  to  behold  their  angry  God  ; 
And  an  hu(hM  filence  damps  the  tuneful 
fky. 

280. 

At  length  th*  Almighty  call  a  pitying  eye, 
And  mercy  foftly  touched  his  melting  breaft: 

He  faw  the  town's  one  half  in  rubbifli  lie,     1125 
And  eager   flames  drive   on  to  ftorm   the 
refl;, 

281. 

An  hollow  cryftal  pyramid  he  takes. 
In  firmamental  waters  dipt  above ; 

Of  it  a  broad  extinguiftier  he  makes, 

And  hoods  the   flames  that  to  their  quarry 
drove.  iiso 


Ver.  1126.    And  eager  Jiama  drive  on]    The  original  edition 
errooeoufly  reads  give,  Todd. 
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282. 

The  vanquifh'd  fires  withdraw  from  every  place. 
Or  full  with  feeding  fmk  into  a  fleep : 

Each  houfhold  genius  (hews  again  his  face. 
And  from  the  hearths  the  little  lares  creep. 

283. 
Our  king  this  more  than  natural  change  be- 
holds ;  1135 
With  fober  joy  his  heart  and  eyes  abound : 
To  the  All-good  his  lifted  hands  he  folds. 
And  thanks  him  low  on  his  redeemed  ground. 

284. 

As  when  fliarp  frofts  had  long  conftrain'd  the 
earthy 
A  kindly  thaw  unlocks  it  with  mild  rain;  ii40 
And  firil  the  tender  blade  peeps  up  to  birth, 
And  ftraight  the  green  fields  laugh  with  pro* 
mis'd  grain : 

285. 
By  fuch  degrees  the  fpreading  gladnefs  grew 
In  every  heart  which  fear  had  froze  before : 
The  (landing  ftreets  with  fo  much  joy  they 
view,  1145 

That  with    lefs  grief   the  peri(h'd    they   de- 
plore. 

Ver.  1140.  A  kindly  thaw  utdoch  it  with  mild  rain;]  Orig, 
edition.  Certainly  the  genuine  reading.  ^*  Derrick's  *'  cold  rain/' 
muft  be  difcarded.  Todd* 
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286. 
The  father  of  the  people  opeo'd  wide 

His  (lores,  and  all  the  poor  with  plenty  fed : 
Thus  God's  anointed  God's  own   place  fup- 

And  fiird  the  empty  with  his  daily  bread.  ii50 

287. 
This  royal  bounty  brought  its  own  reward. 
And  in  their  minds  fo  deep  did  print  the 
fenfe ; 
That  if  their  ruins  fadly  they  regard, 

Tis  but  with  fear  the  fight  might  drive  him 
thence. 

288. 
But  fo  may  he  live  long,  that  town  to  fway,  ii 55 

Which  by  his  aufpice  they  will  nobler  make. 
As  he  will  hatch  their  aflies  by  his  (lay. 

And  not  their  humble  ruins  now  forfake  *. 

Ver.  1147»     The  father  of  his  people  open'd  wide 

Hiijioresy  and  all  the  poor  xoith  plenty  fed, 1 

The  poor  people  that  were  burned  out,  built  huts  and  Hieds  of 
boards  for  thelter  in  Moorfields,  and  other  outlets  of  the  city ; 
and  the  king  was  often  feen  among  them,  enquiring  into  their 
wants,  and  doing  every  thing  in  his  power  to  comfort  them*  He 
moreover  ordered  the  jufticcs  of  the  peace  to  fee  them  fupplicd 
with  food,  and  to  be  careful  of  preventing  forcflallers  from  taking 
advantage  of  their  didreffes ;  beiides  which,  he  commanded  that 
the  bifcuits,  and  other  provifions,  laid  up  in  the  Tower  for  the 
life  of  his  anpy  and  navy,  Aiould  be  carried  out  and  didributed 
among  them.  Enjoying  fuch  benefits  from  his  royal  prefence, 
we  are  not  to  wonder  at  the  citizens  begging  him  not  to  leave 
them,  when  it  was  fuppofed  he  was  going  into  the  country. 
VideJanza^^S.  Derrick. 

*  City's  requeft  to  the  king  no(  \o  }eave  them.    Orig.  edit. 
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289. 
They  have  not  loft  their  loyalty  by  fire ; 

Noris  theircourage  or  their  wealth  fo  low,  1 16& 
That  from  his  wars  they  poorly  would  retire. 

Or  beg  the  pity  of  a  vanquifti'd  foe. 

290. 

Not  with  more  conftancy  the  Jews  of  old. 
By  Cyrus  from  rewarded  exile  fent. 

Their  royal  city  did  in  duft  behold^  1165 

Or  with  more  vigour  to  rebuild  it  went. 

291. 
The  utmofl  malice  of  their  ftars  is  paft. 

And  two  dire  comets,  which  have  fcourg'd 
the  town. 
In  their  own  plague  and  fire  have  breath'd  the 
laft. 
Or  dimly  in  their  finking  fockets  frown.  1170 

292. 

Now  frequent  trines  the  happier  lights  among. 

And  high-rais'd  Jove,  from  his  dark  prifon 

freed, 

Thofe  weights  took  off  that  on  his  planet  hung. 

Will  glorioufly  the  new-laid  work  fucceed. 

Ver.  1 167.    »  malice  of  their  Jfars]     Original   edition. 

In  Derrick  it  is  "  tht  ftars."  Todd. 

Ver.  1174-    tht  new4aid  vrork /uccecd,']     Orig.  editioo. 

Derrick  has  '*  worh.*^  Todd, 
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293. 

Methinks  already,  from  this  chymick  flame,  1175 
I  fee  a  city  of  more  precious  mold : 

Rich  as  the  town*  which  gives  the  Indies  name, 
With  filver-pav'd,  and  all  divine  with  gold. 

294. 
Already,  labouring  with  a  mighty  fate. 

She  (hakes  the  rubbifli  from  her  mounting 
brow,  1180 

And  feems  to  have  renew'd  her  charter's  date, 
Which  heaven  will  to  the  death  of  time  allow. 

295. 
More  great  than  human  now,  and  more  auguft. 

Now  deijBed  (he  from  her  fires  does  rife : 
Her    Widening    (Ireets    on    new    foundations 
truil,  1185 

And,  opening,  into  larger  parts  (he  flies. 

Ver.  1175.  Metkmhs  already,'}  A  prophecy  moil  fortunately 
fulfilled  !  no  city  was  ever  more  improved  by  the  widencfs  and 
commodioufnefs,  and  confequent  healthinefs  and  clcanlinefs,  of 
its  ftreetSy  and  roagniiiceiicc  of  its  building?,  than  London  after 
this  calamitous  fire. 

Merfes  profundo,  pulchrior  evenit ! 

And  of  later  years  more  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  circnm* 
Aances  above* mentioned  than  in  any  metropolis  of  Europe. 
The  ftanzas  295,  296,  297,  are  beautiful.  The  298th  ftanza 
concludes  with  a  puerile  conceit.  Dr.  J.  Wartoit. 

*  Mexico.    Original  edition. 

Ver.   1183.    ««^J     Avg^ifta  the  old  name  of 

London.    Original  edition. 
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296. 
Before,  (he  like  fome  (hepherdefs  did  fliow^ 

Who  fat  to  bathe  her  by  a  river's  fide ; 
Not  anfwering  to  her  fame,  but  rude  and  low. 

Nor  taught  the  beauteous  arts  of  modern 

pride.  1190 

297. 
Now,  like  a  maiden  queen,  (he  will  behold. 

From  her  high  turrets,  hourly  fuitors  come: 
The  Eaft  with  incenfe,  and  the  Weft  with  gold. 
Will  ftand,  like  fuppliants,    to  receive  her 

doom. 

298- 

The  filver Thames,  her  own  domeftick  flood,  1195 
Shall  bear  her  veiTels  like  a  fweeping  train ; 

And  often  wind,  as  of  his  miftrefs  proud. 
With  longing  eyes  to  meet  her  face  again. 

299. 
The  wealthy  Tagus,  and  the  wealthier  Rhine, 
The  glory  of  their  towns   no   more   (hall 
boaft,  1200 

And  Seyne,  that  would   with   Belgian   rivers 
join. 
Shall  find  her  luftre  ftain'd,  and  traffick  loft. 

300- 

The  venturous  merchant  who  defign'd  more 
far. 
And  touches  on  our  hofpitable  (hore, 
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Cbarm'd  with  the  fplendour  of  this  northern 

flar,  1205 

Shall  here  unlade  him,  and  depart  no  more. 

301. 
Our  powerful  navy  (hall  no  longer  meet. 

The  wealth  of  France  or  Holland  to  invade : 
The  beauty  of  this  town  without  a  fleet, 

From    all    the   world    (hall    vindicate   her 

trade.   ^  1210 

302. 

And,  while  this  fam'd  emporium  we  prepare, 
The  Britiih  ocean  (hall  fuch  triumphs  boafl. 

That  thofe,  who  now  difdain  our  trade  to  (hare. 
Shall  rob  like  pirates  on  our  wealthy  coaft. 

SOS. 
Already  we  have  conquered  half  the  war,      1215 

And  the  lefs  dangerous  part  is  left  behind : 
Our  trouble  now  is  but  to  make  them  dare. 

And  not  fo  great  to  vanquifh  as  to  find. 

304. 
Thus  to  the  eaftern  wealth  through  ftorms  we  go, 
But  now,  the  Cape  once  doubled,  fear  no 
more :  122a 

Vcr.  1219.  Thus  to  the  eaftern]  If  he  had  never  written  any- 
other  poem  than  this  Annus  MirabiUs^  be  never  could  have  been 
ranked  among  our  greateft  £ngli(h  poets.        Dr.  J.  WAaTOK. 

Ven  1220.    the  Cape  once  doubled,  fear  no  more: 

A  confiant  trade-wind  will/ecurefy  blow.] 
Sailors  generally  imagine  themfelves  out  of  danger  on  an  Eafl- 
India  voyage,  ^hen  they  double  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  becaufc 
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A  conftant  trade-wind  will  fecurely  blow, 
And  gently  lay  us  on  the  fpicy  (hore. 

then  they  get  into  the  trade  -winds,  or  monfoonsi  that  always 
blow  in  a  certain  dire£liou.  Dbruick. 

Ver.  1221.     A  carffiant]     A  frigid  conceit  drawn  from  the 
nature  of  the  trade- wind.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  1222.     And  gently  lay  us  &c.]      From  thefe  lines  Pope 
has  formed  one  of  his  mod  melodious  couplets: 

^'  Ye  gentle  gales,  beneath  tny  body  blow. 
And  foftly  lay  me  on  the  waves  below.** 

Sappho  to  Phaon. 
John  Wartox. 
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ESSAY  UPON  SATIRES 


Airs  THB 

EARL  OF  MULGRAVE. 

■ 

xdOW  dull,  and  how  infenfible  a  beaft 
Is  man,  who  yet  would  lord  it  o'er  the  reft  ? 
Philofophers  and  poets  vainly  ftrove 
In  every  age  the  lumpifh  mafs  to  move : 

•  This  piece  was  written  in  l679,  and  handed  about  in  ma« 
nufcript  forae  time  before  it  made  its  appearance  iu  print.  It 
19  fupp^fed  to  have  occafioned  the  beating  Mr.  Dryden  received 
in  Rofe-ilrcet^  Covent-Garden,  of  which  notice  is  taken  ia 
his  life.  The  earl  of  Mulgrave's  name  has  been  always  joiiied 
with  Dryden's,  as  concerned  in  the  compoQtion ;  and  that  no* 
bleman  fomewhere  takes  notice,  that  Dryden 

Was  prais'd  and  beaten  for  another^s  rhymap. 

It  is  not  improbable,  that  Rocheiler's  charader  was  drawn  by 
his  lordfliip,  who  held  him  in  high  contempt,  after  his  behaving 
JB  a  very  daftardly  manner  when  he  chalk'nged  him.  How,  in« 
deed.  Lord  Mulgrave  came  to  fubfcribe  to  £o  difagrceable  a  pic- 
ture  of  himfelf,  is  hard  to  divine.  Derrick, 

Ver,  1.  Hsw  duU^J  Thi<i  fatire  is  claimed  by  the  Earl  of 
Mulgrave,  and  perhaps  ought  not  to  have  a  place  in  our  poet's 
works.     But  Quixref  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

VOL.  I.  N 
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But  thofe  were  pedants,  when  compar'd  with 

thefe,  5 

Who  know  not  only  to  inftruft  but  pleafe. 
Poets  alone  found  the  delightful  way, 
Myfterious  morals  gently  to  convey 
In  charming  numbers  ;  fo  that  as  men  grew 
Pleas'd  with    their    poems,   they  grew  wifer 

too.  10 

Satire  has  always  flione  among  the  reft, 
And  is  the  boldeft  way,  if  not  thg  be  ft. 
To  tell  men  freely  of  their  fouleft  faults ; 
To  laugh   at   their    vain    deeds,    and    vainer 

thoughts. 
In  falire  too  the  wife  took  different  ways,        is 
To  each  deferving  its  peculiar  praife. 
Some  did  all  folly  with  juft  (harpnefs  blame, 
AVhilft  others  laugh'd  and  fcorn'd  them  into 

ftiame. 
But  of  thefe  two,  the  laft  fucceeded  beft. 
As  men  aim  rigbteft  when  they  ftioot  in  jeft.   20 
Yet,  if  we  may  prefume  to  blame  our  guides. 
And  cenfure  thofe,  who  cenfure  all  befides ; 
In  other  things  they  juftly  are  preferred  ; 
In  this  alone  methinks  the  ancients  err'd  ; 
Againft  the  grofleft  follies  they  declaim  ;        2i 
Hard  they  purfue,  but  hunt  ignoble  game. 
Nothing  is  eafier  than  fuch  blots  to  hit, 
And  *tis  the  talent  of  each  vulgar  wit : 
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Befides  \is  labor  loft ;  for  who  would  preach 
Morals  to  Armftrong^  or  dull  Afton  teach  ?     so 
*Tis  being  devout  at  play,  wife  at  a  ball. 
Or  bringing  wit  and  friendfhip  to  Whitehall. 

Vcr.  30.  Morals  to  Armftrong^  or  dull  AJton  teach  ?]  Sir 
Thomas  i^rmftrong  had  been  knighted  by  King  Charles  II.  for 
fomc  fervices  received  from  him  during  the  protedorfhip,  he 
having  been  fent  over  to  his  Maje(ly»  when  in  Holland,  with  a 
fura  of  money,  raifed  among  fome  of  his  faithfal  fubjedb,  for  his 
royal  ufe^  He  afterwards  bore  a  lieutenaut-coluners  commiflion 
in  the  firft  troop  of  horfe-guards,  and  was  appointed  gentlemaa 
of  horfe  to  the  king.  Being  a  man  of  a  loofe  immoral  charader, 
and  of  no  fixed  principles,  either  in  religion  or  politics,  he 
joined  in  the  Ryehoufe-Plot,  and  then  efcaped  into  Holland* 
Five  hundred  pounds  were  offered  as  a  reward  for  taking  him. 
Lewis  XIV.  out  of  compliment  to  King  Charles,  offered  five 
hundred  pounds  to  any  one  who  ihould  fecure  him  in  the  dorai* 
mons  of  France.  He  was  at  length  feizcd  at  Leyden,  brought 
over  to  England,  and  condemned  to  die  by  Judge  Jeflferies,  who 
treated  him  in  a  very  unbecoming  manner. 

Bifhop  Burnet  obfcrves,  that  he  died  with  great  meeknefs  and 
refignation,  expreffing  a  hearty  repentance  for  his  pad  profligate 
life.  King  Charles,  about  the  time  of  Sir  Thomab's  execution, 
told  fcveral  people,  that  he  had  been  lately  alTured  Sir  Thomas 
had  been  fuborned  by  Cromwell,  to  take  away  his  life  when  he 
waited  on  him  in  Holland,  but  he  found  no  opportunity  of  per- 
petrating his  crime ;  for  failing  in  which,  the  Protedor  irapri- 
foned  him  on  his  return  home.  Though  this  (lory  came  from  ft 
royal  mouth,  few  people  believed  it;  yet  it  is  certain,  that  Crom- 
well kept  him  a  year  in  prifon. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyl)urn  on  the  20th  of  June,  l684:  hi) 
Lead  was  fixed  upon  Weftrainfler-Hall,  between  thofe  of  Crom- 
well and  Bradfliaw,  and  His  quarters  upon  Temple-Bar,  Aldgate, 
Alderfgate,  and  the  town-wall  of  Stafford.  It  is  faid  he  was  a 
native  of  Nimeguen,  a  city  of  Guelderland,  and  would  have 
claimed  from  the  flatest-general  the  protedion  of  a  native,  if  he 
had  not  been  carried  away  as  foon  as  he  was  arrefled. 

I  find  in  Wood's  Fafti,  mention  made  of  one  James  Aflon,  i^ 
divine,  of  whom  no  more  is  ^aid  than  that  he  was  a  zealous  loy- 
alifl,  and  about  this  time  well  beneficed.  It  is  not  unlikely, 
that  it  is  the  fame  perfon  whom  we  find  here  celebrated  for  dulU 
nefs ;  for,  had  he  excelled  in  any  thing  elfe^  Wood  would  not 
bave  failed  to  remark  it*  .    Dsivrick. 
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But  with  (liarp  eyes  tbofe  nicer  faults  to  find^ 

Which  lie  obfcurely  in  the  wifeft  mind  ; 

That  little  fpeck  which  all  the  reft  does  fpoil^  :^5 

To  wafti  off  that  would  be  a  noble  toil ; 

Beyond  the  loofe  writ  libels  of  this  age. 

Or  the  fofc'd  fcenes  of  our  declining  ftage; 

Above  all  cenfure  too,  each  little  wit 

Will  be  fo  glad  to  fee  the  greater  hit ;  40 

Who  judging  belter,  though  concerned  the  moil, 

Of  fuch  correftion  will  have  caufe  to  boaft. 

In  fuch  a  fatire  all  would  feek  a  (hare, 

And  every  fool  will  fancy  he  is  there. 

Old  ftory-tellers  too  muft  pine  and  die,  « 

To  fee  their  antiquated  wit  laid  by  ; 

Like  her,  who  mifs'd  her  namB  in  a  lampoon, 

And  grieved  to  find  herfelf  decay 'd  fo  foon. 

No  common  coxcomb  muft  be  mentioned  here : 

Nor  the  dull  train  of  dancing  fparks  dppear :  5^ 

Nor  fluttering  officers  who  never  fight ; 

Of  fuch  a  wretched  rabble  who  would  write  ? 

Much  lefs  half  wits:  that's  more  againft  our 

rules ; 
For  they  are  fops,  the  other  are  but  fools. 
Who  would  not  be  as  filly  as  Dunbar  ?  55 

As  dull  as  Monmouth,  rather  than  Sir  Carr  ? 

Ver.  55.     Who  would  not  be  asjilly  as  Dunbar  f 

As  dull  as  Momnoutkt  rather  than  Sir  Carr  f] 

There  was  a  Lc-rd  Vifcount  Dunbar,  and  a  colonel  of  tho 
fame  name,  about  this  time  at  court;  but  to  which  to  app^ 
this  chara^r  I  cannot  tell,  as  1  never  met  with  any  of  their 
private  hiftory. 
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Tlie  cunning  courtier  fhould  be  flighted  too, 
Who  with  dull  knavery  makes  fo  much  ado  ; 
Till  the  ftirewd  fool,  by  thriving  too  too  faft. 
Like  ^fop's  fox  becomes  a  prey  at  laft.  60 

Nor  (hall  the  royal  miftrefles  be  nam'd, 
Too  ugly,  or  too  eafy  to  be  blamM ; 


Monmouth  is  faid  to  have  been  brave,  foft,  gentle,  and  (in* 
cere,  open  to  the  groflefl  adulation,  and  ilrongly  addi^ed  to  his 
pleafures  :  he  was,  upon  the  whole,  a  man  of  very  weak  parts, 
graceful  in  his  perfon,  and  of  an  endearing  placid  deportment. — 
See  the  notes  upon  Abfalom  and  Achitophel. 

Sir  Carr  Scrope  is  the  third  perfon  in  this  verfe:  he  was  the 
Ton  of  Sir  Adrian-  Scrope,  a  Lincolnfliirc  knight,  and  bred  at 
Oxford,  where  he  took  a  mailer's  degree  in  1664;  and  in  16*66 
he  was  created  a  baronet.  He  was  intimate  with  the  mod  ccle« 
brated  geniufes  of  King  Charles's  court,  had  a  very  pretty  turn 
for- poetry,  and  was  certainly  fomething  more  than  a  half-wit. 
His  translation  of  Sappho  to  Phaon,  among  the  epidles  of  Ovid, 
is  in  fome  eAimation  ;  and  many  loofe  fhtires,  handed  about  in 
manufcript,  were  fet  down  to  his  account.  H^  is  mentioned  thus 
in  the  lirll  volume  of  State  Poems,  p.  200  ; 

Sir  Carr,  that  knight  of  withered  face, 


(( 


"  Who,  for  reverfion  of  a  poet*s  place, 

**  Waits  on  Melpomene,  and  foothes  her  grace. 

**  That  angry  mifs  alone  he  ftriyes  to  pleafe, 

"  For  fear  ilie  reft  fhould  teach  him  wit  and  cafe, 

'^  And  make  him  ^uit  his  lov'd  laborious  walks, 

**  When  fad  or  (ilent  o'er  the  room  he  ftalks, 

^*  And  llrives  to  write  as  wifely  as  he  talks,** 

And  again,  in  the  third  volume,  part  I.  p,  148 : 


} 
] 


it 


no  man  can  compare 


"  For  carriage,  youth,  and  beauty,  with  Sir  Carr.** 

He  died  at  his  houfe  in  St.  Marti nVfJelds,  Weflminftcr,  in  the 
Utter  end  of  the  year  168O.  Derrick. 

Ver.  61.  Nor  Jhall  the  royal  mijlrejlcs  he  nam* dt"]  About  the 
time  of  the  writing  this  poem,  the  king,  if  we  may  rely  upon 
Bifliop  Burnet's  authority,  divided  all  his  fpare  time  between  the 
Dutcbefs  of  Portfmouth  and  Nell  Gwin»  Dbi^HICIC, 
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With  ^hom  each  rhiming  fool  keeps  fach  a 

pother. 
They  are  as  common  that  way  as  the  other : 
Yet  fauntering  Charles  between  his  beaftly 

brace,  65 

Meets  with  diiTembling  ftill  in  either  place, 
Afre6led  humor,  or  a  painted  face. 
In  loyal  libels  we  hare  often  told  him, 
How  one  has  jilted  him,  the  other  fold  him : 
How  that  afre6is  to  laugh,  how  this  to  weep ; 
But  who  can  rail  fo  long  as  he  can  fleep  ?     71 
Was  ever  prince  by  two  at  once  mifled, 
Falfe,  foolilh,  old,  ill-natur*d,  and  ill-bred  ? 
Earnely  and  Aylefbury,  with  all  that  race 
Of  buiy    blockheads,    (hall    have    here    no 

place ;  75 


Vcr.  74».    Earnely  and  Jyle/bury,  mfh  all  thai  race 

OfbvJ'y  bhckhtttdsjjhall  have  here  no  place; 
Jit  council  fet  as  foils  on  Danhy's /core,] 

Sir  John  Earnely  was  bred  to  the  law  :  ha  was  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  in  the  year  1686,  and  made  one  of  the  lords  com- 
milTioncrs  of  the  treafury,  in  ibc  room  of  the  lord  treafurer  Hyde, 
Earl  of  Rochefter. 

Robert,  the  firft  E^rl  of  Aylclbury,  was  the  fon  of  Thomas 
Bruce,  Earl  of  Elgin,  in  Scotland,  and  created  by  King  Charles 
Lord  Bruce  in  England.  In  l6*85  he  fuccceded  the  Ear]  of  Ar- 
lington as  lord-chamberlain  of  the  king's  houdiuld,  and  died  a 
few  months  afterwards.  Wood  gives  him  the  chafadlcr  of  a  man 
of  learning,  a  bcnefador  to  the  clergy,  a  great  antiquarian,  and 
fays  he  was  well  (killed  in  the  hidoryof  his  own  country. 

Thomas,  Earl  of  Danby,  anceftor  to  the  prefvnt  Duke  of 
Leeds,  came  out  of  Yorkfhire,  and  was  very  zealous  in  forward* 
ing  the  Refloration ;  for  which  fpccial  fcivice  he  was  made  trea* 
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At  council  fet  as  foils  on  Danby's  fcore. 

To  make   that  great  falfe   jewel    ihine    the 

more; 
Who  all  that  while  was  thought   exceeding 

wife. 
Only  for  taking  pains  and  telling  lies. 
But  there's  no  meddling  with  fuch  naufeoua 

men ;  so 

Their  very  names  have  tired  my  lazy  pen : 
^is  time  to  quit  their  company,  and  cbufe 
Some  fitter  fubjeft  for  a  (harper  mufe. 

Eirft,  let's  behold  the  merrieft  man  alive 
Againft  his  carelefs  genius  vainly  (Irive ;        ss 


furor  of  the  navy,  then  a  privy-counfellor,  and  in  l673,  lord 
high  treafurer  of  England.  He  enjoyed  a  great  llmrc  of  the 
royal  favour,  which,  perhaps,  promoted  his  being  impeached  by 
the  Commons  for  monopoly  and  mifmanagement.  He  was  par* 
doned  by  the  king,  which  occafioned  much  difcontent ;  was  zca* 
lous  in  procuring  a  match  between  the  Prince  of  Orange  and 
Lady  Mary,  afterwards  King  and  Queen  of  England  ;  a  principal 
a^tor  in  the  Rcvulution,  and  chairman  of  that  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  which,  on  King  James's  flight,  voted  an  abdication, 
and  advanced  William  to  the  throne ;  wherefore  he  was  made 
prefident  of  the  council,  and  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  Marquis  of 
Carmarthen  and  Duke  of  Leeds,  about  three  years  afterwards. 
He  died  in  the  year  1712,  aged  eighty- one.  Derrick. 

Ver.  84.  Fiift  let's  behold  the  merriefi  man  alhe}  This  cha- 
fader  is  fo  ftrongly  and  fo  jufily  marked,  that  it  is  impoflible  to 
miftake  its  being  intended  for  Anthony  Afliley  Cooper,  Earl  of 
Sthafteibury :  *^  A  man  of  little  fte^dinefs,  but  fuch  uncommon 
**  talents,  that  he  acquired  great  weight  with  every  party  he 
**  efpoufed  :  he  was  turbulent,  refllcfs,  ambitious,  fubtle,  and 
♦*  cnterprifing :  he  had  conquered  all  fenfe  of  fliame,  was  re* 
**  ilrained  by  no  fears,  and  influenced  by  no  principles,"— • 
JmoUett's  Hiflory. 
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Quit  his  dear  eafe,  fome  deep  defign  to  laj^ 
'Gainil  a  fet  time,  and  then  forget  the  day : 
Yet  he  will  laugh  at  his  bed  friends,  and  be 
Juft  as  good  company  as  Nokes  and  Lee. 
But  when  he  aims  at  reafon  or  at  rule,  Qty 

He  turns  himfelf  the  bed  to  ridicule. 
Let  him  at  buiinefs  ne'er  fo  earned  fit. 
Shew  him  but  mirth,  and  bait  that  mirth  with 

wit; 
That  ihadow  of  a  jeft  fliall  be  enjoyed. 
Though  he  left  all  mankind  to  be  deilroy'd,     5 
So  cat  transformed  fat  gravely  and  demure. 
Till  moufe  appeared,  and  thought  himfelf  fe<» 

cure ; 
But  foon  the  lady  had  him  in  her  eye, 
And  from  her  friend  did  juft  as  oddly  fly. 
Reaching  above  our  nature  does  no  good  ;    loo 
We  mufi  fall  back  to  our  old  flefh  and  blood ; 


In  the  firil  volume  of  the  State  Poei^s,  p.  140,  he  is  men* 
lioned  thus : 

^*  A  little  bobtail'd  lord,  urchin  of  ftate, 

"  A  praife-god-barc-bone  peer,  whom  all  men  hate ; 

**  Amphibious  animal-^^half  fool,  half  knave/' 

Pehhtck, 

Ver.  89.     as  Nokes  and  Lee,"]     Thefe  were  two 

celebrated  comedians  in  Charles  the  Second's  reign. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  9^*  So  cai  transfotm'd  &c.]  Alluding  to  the  fable  of 
a  cat's  being  turned  into  a  woman,  at  the  interceffion  of  a  young 
man  that  loved  it ;  but,  forgetting  herfelf,  (he  ran  after  a  rooufe^ 
aad  was  reduced  to  her  priSiue  iliape*  Ds&ricjc. 
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As  by  our  little  Mackiavel  we  find 

That  nimbleil  creature  of  the  bufy  kind. 

His  limbs  are  crippled^  and  his  body  (hakes ;  \ 

Yet  his  hard  mind,  which  all  this  buftle  makes,  v 

No  pity  of  its  poor  companion  takes.  1061 

What  gravity  can  hold  from  laughing  out, 

To  fee  him  drag  his  feeble  legs  about, 

Like  hounds  ill*coupled  ?    Jowler  lugs  him  flill 

Through  hedges,  ditches,  and  through  all  that's* 

ill.  110 

^were  crime  in  any  man  but  him  alone. 
To  ufe  a  body  fo,  though  'tis  one's  own  : 
Yet  this  falfe  comfort  never  gives  him  o'er, 
That  whilft  he  creeps  his  vigorous  thoughts  can 

foar: 
Alas  !  that  foaring  to  thofe  few  that  know,  115 
Is  but  a  bufy  groveling  here  below. 
So  men  in  rapture  think  they  mount  the  {ky,  ^ 
Whilft  on  the  ground  th'  intranced  wretchesf 

lie :  r 

So  modern  fops  have  fancied  they  could  fly.  j 
As  the  new  earl  with  parts  deferving  praife,  120 
And  wit  enough  to  laugh  at  his  own  ways ; 

Ver.  J  20.  jds  the  nrw  earl  with  parts  deferving  praife, 
And  zvit  enough  to  laugh  at  his  own  ways. 
Yet  lofes  all,  Sfc] 
This  charader  was  wep  known  to  be  drawn  for  Arthur   Earl 
of  Kfibx,  fon  to  the  Lord  Capel,  who  was  put  to  death  by  the  re- 
gicides ;  but  wherefore  he  (hould  be  called  the  tiew  earl,  I  can* 
Boi  fee,  fmce  we  find  in  CoUjns's  Peerage,  that  he  was  created 
EarlofEflex  in  the  year  l66\,  eighteen  years  before  thepubli- 
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Yet  lofes  all  foft  days  and  fenfual  nights^ 
Kind  nature  checks,  and  kinder  fortune  flights  ; 
Striving  againft  his  quiet  all  he  can. 
For  the  fine  notion  of  a  bufy  man.  i^s 

J\,nd  what  is  that  at  beft,  but  one,  whofe  mind 
Is  made  to  tire  himfelf  and  all  mankind  ? 
For  Ireland  he  would  go;  faith,  let  him  reign  ; 
Forif  fome  odd  fantaftic  lord  would  fain 
Carry  in  trunks,  and  all  my  drudgery  do,     12^ 
rU  not  only  pay  him,  but  admire  him  too. 
But  is  there  any  other  bead  that  lives. 
Who  his  own  harm  fo  wittingly  contrives? 
Will  any  dog  that  has  his  teeth  and  ftones^ 
Refinedly  leave  bis  bitches  and  his  bones^ 

cation  of  this  piece.  He  was  very  fond  of  the  lieutenancy  of 
Ireland,  which  he  had  held  from  July  l673  to  l677;and  though 
the  Duke  of  Oroiond  was  much  filter  for  that  important  poft,  as 
being  better  acquainted  with  the  genius  and  polity  of  the  nation, 
and  more  agreeable  to  the  people ;  yet  he  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  undermine  that  nobleman,  with  a  view  of  again  obtain* 
ing  his  government.  He  afterwards  oppofed  the  court,  piqued 
perhaps  bccaufc  he  was  not  gratified  in  all  his  defires,  and  per« 
haps  from  the  republican  principles,  which  he  fecraed  to  cherifh, 
though  fo  different  from  thofeof  his  unfortunate  father. 

He  was  taken  into  cuilody  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  for 
being  concerned  in  the  Ryehoufe  Plot ;  and  he  was  found  in  his 
apartment  there,  with  his  throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear,  on  the 
\eTy  morning  of  Lord  RufieU's  execution. 

Lord  Eifex  was  a  man  of  indifferent  arbilities,  but  what  tho 
world  calls  cunning;  his  education  had  been  neglcd^ed  in  the 
civil  wars,  but  he  had  a  fm altering  of  Latin,  knew  fomethingof 
mathematics,  and  had  a  little  knowledge  of  ihe  law  ;  he  afpired 
at  being  fumething  greater  than  cither  nature  or  education  had 
fitted  him  for,  and  his  difappointment  perhaps  gave  him  an  at« 
trabilarious  fournefs,  that  ended  in  fuicide^  for  which  he  was  a> 
profe0ed  advocate.  DehkiCK* 
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To  turn  a  wheel  ?  and  bark  to  be  employed. 
While  Venus  is  by  rival  dogs  enjoy'd  ? 
Yet  this  fond  man,  to  get  a  flatei man's  name. 
Forfeits  his  friends,  his  freedom,  and  his  fame. 
Though  fatire  nicely  writ  with  humor  ftings 
But  thofe  who  merit  praife  in  other  things ;  ui 
Yet  we  mud  needs  this  one  exception  make. 
And  break  our  rules  for  filly  Tropos  fake ; 
Who  was  too  much  defpis'd  to  be  accused, 
And  therefore  fcarce  deferves  to  be  abus'd ;  i45 
Raised  only  by  his  mercenary  tongue. 
For  railing  fmoothly,  and  for  reafoning  wrong* 
As  boys  on  holy-days  let  loofe  to  play. 
Lay  waggifli  traps  for  girls  that  pafs  that  way  ; 
Then  (hout  to  fee  in  dirt  and  deep  diftrefs,    iso 
Some  filly  cit  in  her  flower'd  fooli(h  drefs ; 
So  have  I  mighty  fatisfa6lion  found, 
To  fee  his  tinfel  reafon  on  the  ground  : 
To  fee  the  florid  fool  defpis'd,  and  know  it,  154 
By  fome  who  fcarce  have  words  enough  to  Ihow  it : 

Ver.   143. for  filly  Trovas  fake;']    Sir  William 

Scroggs  is  meant  by  Tropos.  He  was  lord  chief  jufticc  of  the 
King's  Bench,  and  a  violent  profccutor  of  the  perfons  fuppofed 
to  be  concerned  in  the  Popifti  plot ;  but  when  he  found  that 
Shaftefbury  bad,  in  reality,  uo  intereil  at  court,  he  quitted  that 
party,  aud  a^ed  as  much  as  poilibly  he  could  againd  it,  'I'liis 
occafioned  an  accufation  to  be  preferred  againft  him  by  Oates 
and  Bedloe,  but  it  was  never  fupported,  his  weight  not  being 
thought  worth  removing,  lie  was  refolute  and  penetrating,  had 
a  good  deal  of  wit,  and  fpoke  fluently  and  boldly  :  but  he  often 
over-reached  himfelf  by  being  warm.  He  feems  not  10  have 
been  a  man  of  much  eftimation^  and  Roger  North,  in  his  £x« 
ftmen,  fays>  his  CQurfe  of  life  mas  Icandalous.         Dxa&iCK, 


188  ESSAY  UPON  SATIRE. 

For  fenfe  fits  (ilent,  and  condemns  for  weaker 
The  finner,  nay  fometimes  the  wittiett  fpeaker : 
But  'tis  prodigious  fo  much  eloquence 
Should  be  acquired  by  fuch  httle  fenfe; 
For  words  and  wit  did  anciently  agree,         160 
And  TuUy  was  no  fool,  though  this  man  be  : 
At  bar  abufive,  on  the  bench  unable, 
Knave  on  the  woolfack,  fop  at  council-table. 
Thefe  are  the  grievances  of  fuch  fools  as  would 
Be  rather  wife  than  honeft,  great  than  good. 

Some   other  kind   of    wits   mud   be  made 
known,  165 

Whofe  harmlefs  errors  hurt  themfelves  alone  ; 
Excefs  of  luxury  they  think  can  pleafe. 
And  lazinefs  call  loving  of  their  eafe : 
To  live  diflblv'd  in  pleafures  ftill  they  feign,  170 
Though  their  whole  life's  but  intermitting  pain: 
So  much  of  furfeits,  head*aches,  claps  are  feen^ 
We  fcarce  perceive  the  little  time  between  : 
Well-meaning  men  who  make  this  grofs  mif- 

take, 
And  pleafure  lofe  only  for  pleafure's  fake ;    175 
Each  pleafure  has  its  price,  and  when  we  pay 
Too  much  of  pain,  we  fquander  life  away. 

Thus  Dorfet,  purring  like  a  thoughtful  cat. 
Married,  but  wifer  pufs  ne'er  thought  of  that : 


Vor.  17s.  Thus  Dorfet^  purring  like,  <Jj-c.]    Charles  Earl   of 
Dorfcti  about  this  time  forty  yctirs  of  age,  was  one  of  the  bed 
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And  firft  he  worried  her  with  railing  rhyme,  iso 
Like  Pembroke's  mailives  at  his  kindeft  time; 

bred  men  of  bis  time.  He  was  a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  aiid 
feot  fcveral  times  with  compliments^  or  on  (hort  embaflies,  to 
France,  for  the  king  could  not  bear  to  be  long  without  him :  he 
was  a  moA  munificent  patron  ;  learning  and  genius  were  fureof 
bis  protection  ;  and  when  our  author  was  deprived  of  the  bays, 
be  allowed  him  the  laurcat's  annual  (lipend  out  of  his  own  pri- 
vate purfe.  Arthur  Manwaring,  Mr.  Prior,  and  many  other 
men  of  abilities,  owed  to  him  their  being  advanced  and  provided 
for.  Nor  was  he  Icfs  brave  than  polite  and  learned  ;  for  he  at* 
tended  the  Duke  of  York  as  a  volunteer  in  the  firil  Dutch  war ; 
and  by  his  coolncfs,  courage  and  condu^,  (hewed  himfelf  a  wor- 
thy rcprefentativc  of  his  many  illudrious  anceftors.  The  night 
before  the  famous  battle,  in  which  the  Dutch  admiral  Opdam 
was  blown  up,  he  made  a  celebrated  foug,  with  the  greateft 
compofurc,  beginning, 

To  you  fair  ladies  now  at  land, 
We  men  at  fea  indite,  &c. 

No  man  bad  more  eafeor  good-humor;  his  converfation  was 
refined  and  fprightly :  he  had  (ludicd  books  and  men  deeply, 
and  to  good  purpofe  :  he  was  an  excellent  critic,  and  good  poet, 
with  a  ilrong  turn  to  fatire,  for  which  he  is  thus  highly  compli- 
mented  in  the  State  Poems,  vol.  I.  p.  200. 

"  Dorfet  writes  fatire  too,  and  writes  fo  well, 
'*  O  great  Apollo !  let  him  flill  rebel. 
'*  Pardon  a  mufe  which  does,  like  his,  excel, 
**  Pardon  a  mufe  which  does,  with  art,  fupport 
**  Some  drowfy  wit  in  our  unthinking  court.'' 

He  wrote  with  feverity,  but  that  feverity  was  always  juftly 
pointed  ;  and  Lord  Kocheftor  calls  him, 

**  The  bed  good  man,  with  the  wor/l-natur'd  mufe/' 

His  firft  wife  the  Countefs- Dowager  of  Falmouth  had  proved 
E' barren  wife.  Of  her  having  been  a  teeming  widow  I  am  igno- 
rant. His  fecond  wife,  whom  he  married  in  l685,  was  daughter 
to  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  and  mother  to  the  pi-efent  Duke  of 
Dorfet.  He  was  principally  concerned  in  bringing  about  the  re- 
volution; was  lord-chamberlain  to  King  William  and  Queen 
liATy;  chofen  a  knight  of  the  garter  in  1691,  and  feveral  timet 
Appointed  one  of  the  regents,  when  the  affairs  of  Europe  demand- 
ed the  abfence  of  the  king.  He  died  at  Bath  in  170^,  aged  69^ 
lamented  by  every  clafs  of  people,  and  the  mufl  oppofite  parties. 
Mu  Pope  gives  him  tbefe  lines: 


I 
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Then  for  one  night  fold  all  his  flariih  life, 
A  teeming  widow,  but  a  barren  wife  ; 
Sweird  by  conta6i:  of  fuch  a  fulfom  toad. 
He  lugg'd  about  the  matrimonial  load ;         isB 
Till  fortune,  blindly  kind  as  well  as  be. 
Has  ill  reftor'd  him  to  his  liberty  ; 
Which  he  would  ufe  in  his  old  fneaking  way. 
Drinking  all  night  and  dozing  all  the  day ; 
Dull  as  Ned  Howard,  whom  his  brilker  times 
Had  famM  for  dulnefs  in  malicious  rhymes*   191 
Mulgrave  had  much  ado  to  Tcape  the  fnare. 
Though  learned  in  all  thofe  arts  that  cheat  the 

fair : 
For  after  all  his  vulgar  marriage  mocks, 
With  beauty  dazzled,  Numps  was  in  the  (locks; 
Deluded  parents  dry'd  their  weeping  eyes,    196 
To  fee  him  catch  his  tartar  for  his  priz6 : 

"  Dorfct,  the  grace  of  courts,  the  mufe's  pride, 
**  Patron  of  arts,  and  judge  of  nature,  dy'd." 

DCRRtCKm 

Ver.  190.  Dull  as  Ned  Howard,  whom  his  bri/ker  times 
Hadfam*dfor  duUnefs  in  malicious  rhymes^ 

Edward  Howard,  Efq;  a  gentleman  of  the  Berk(hire  family, 
confcquently  related  to  Sir  Robert  Howard.  He  wrote  four 
plays,  called,  1ft.  The  Man  of  Newmarket,  a  comedy.  2d.  Six 
Days  Adventure ;  or.  The  New  Utopia,  a  comedy.  3d.  The 
Ufurper,  a  tragedy.  4th.  Women's  Conqueft,  a  tragi-comedy : 
but  none  of  them  fucceeded  on  the  ftage,  nor  procured  him  any 
reputation.  He  alfo  publiAied  nn  Epic  poem,  called  The  Bri- 
tifh  Princes,  for  which  he  was  feverely  ridiculed  by  all  the  wits 
of  his  age:  Lord  Rochefter,Lord  Dorfet,  Mr.  Waller,  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  Dr.  £pratt,  Lord  Vaughan,  publifhed  lampoons 
upon  it,  rooft  of  them  printed  in  the  fix  volumes  of  Mifcellanies 
publiOied  by  Dryden.  Pebeick* 
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Th*  impatient  town  waited  the  wi(h'd-for  change^ 
And  cuckolds  fmiFd  in  hopes  of  fweet  revenge ; 
Till  Petworth  plot  made  us  with  forrow  fee^  20a 
As  his  eftate,  his  perfon  too  was  free : 
Him  no  foft  thoughts,  no  gratitude  could  move ; 
To  gold  he  fled  from  beauty  and  from  love ; 
Yet  failing  there  he  keeps  his  freedom  ftill, 
Forc'd  to  live  happily  againft  his  will :  205 

Tis  not  his  fault,  if  too  much  wealth  and  power 
Break  not  his  boafled  quiet  every  hour. 

And  little  Sid,  for  fimile  renowned, 
Pleafure  has  always  fought  but  never  found : 
Though  all  his  thoughts  on  wine  and  women  fall, 
His  are  fo  bad,  fure  he  ne'er  thinks  at  alL    211 
The  flefh  he  lives  upon  is  rank  and  ilrong, 
HLs  meat  and  mistreiTes  are  kept  too  long. 
But  fure  we  all  miftake  this  pious  man. 
Who  mortifies  his  perfon  all  he  can :  215 

Ver.  208.  Jnd  little  Sidy  for fimiU  renffwn'df 

Pleqfure  ^«  alxuayt /ought  but  never  found:] 

This  Sidney,  brother  of  Algernon  Sidney  and  the  Earl  of 
Leicefter,  was  rather  a  man  of  pleafure  than  ofbufiuefs;  his  ta- 
lents were  great,  but  his  indolence  was  greater ;  his  appearance 
was  graceful ;  he  was  a  favourite  with  the  ladies,  had  a  turn  for 
intrigue,  and  was  of  a  difpoiition  exadly  fitted  to  Charles's  court, 
eafy,  affable,  and  infinuating ;  free  from  any  guile,  and  a  friend 
to  mankind.  In  1679  he  went  envoy  to  the  Hague,  where  he 
contraded  an  intimacy  with  the  Prince  o(  Orange,  whofe  friends 
he  heartily  ailiAed  in  raiHng  him  to  the  throne,  being  himfelf  a 
jneifenger  from  England  to  Holland  upon  that  very  bufiuefs  in 
l688.  He  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  Lord  Sidney,  and  Earl 
of  Rumney,  in  l6S% ;  declared  Secretary  of  (late,  mailer  of  the 
ordnance,  and  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  l689 ;  And  was  re* 
moved  from  the  latter  pod  in  l69d,  it  being  thoughf  that  beheld 
Ike  reins  of  power  with  too  flack  a  hand*  Dsrrick« 


192  ESSAY  UPON  SATlRt. 

What  we  uncharilably  take  for  fin. 
Are  only  rules  of  this  odd  capuchin ; 
For  never  hermit  under  grave  pretence^ 
Has  liv'd  more  contrary  to  common  fenfe  i 
And  'tis  a  miracle  we  may  Aippofe,  220 

No  naflinefs  offends  his  (kilful  nofe  ; 
Which  from  all  ftink  can  with  peculiar  art 
£xtra6i  perfume  and  eflence  from  a  f — t : 
Expefting  fupper  is  his  great  delight ; 
He  toils  all  day  but  to  be  drunk  at  night ;     225 
Then  o  er  his  cups  this  night-bird  chirping  fits. 
Till  he  takes  Hewet  and  Jack  Hall  for  wits. 

Ver.  227.  TiU  he  tah$  Hewet  and  Jack  HaU  for  xoiti.]  Sir 
George  Hewit,  a  man  of  quality,  famous  for  gallantry,  ami  often 
named  in  the  State  Poems,  Sir  George  Etheredge  intended  for 
him  the  celebrated  cbarader  of  Sir  Fopling  Flutter. 

'*  Scarce  will  there  greater  grief  pierce  every  heart, 
'<  Should  Sir  George  Hewit,  or  Sir  Carr,  depart. 
**  Had  it  B»t  better  been,  than  thus  to  roaro, 
"  To  (lay  and  tie  the  cravat  ilring  at  home  ; 
«  I'o  llrut,  look  big,  (hake  Panteloon,  and  fwear^ 
**  With  Hewit,  dammee,  there's  no  adion  there.'' 

State  Poems,  Vol.  I.  p.  155. 

The  above  lines  are  addreflTed  by  Rochefter  to  Lord  Mulgrave, 
when  bound  for  Tangier. 

Jack  Hal),  a  courtier,  whom  I  take  to  be  the  fame  with  Uzza 
in  the  fecond  part  of  Abfalom  and  Achitophel,  is  thus  mentioned 
in  the  State  Poems,  vol.  H.p.  135. 

*•  Jack  Hall left  town, 

"  But  firft  writ  fome thing  he  dare  own, 
**  Of  prologue  lawfully  begotten, 
"  And  full  nine  months  maturely  thought  on  : 
**  Born  with  hard  labor,  and  much  pain, 
**  Oufely  was  Dr.  Chamberlain. 
*'  At  length  from  (luff  and  rubbi(h  picked, 
*     **  As  bear's  cubs  into  (hape  arc  lick'd. 
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Rocbefter  I  defpife  for  want  of  wit. 
Though  thought  to  have  a  tail  and  cloven  feet ; 

**  When  Wharton,  Etherege,  and  Soame,  1 

^  To  give  it  their  laft  (Irokes  were  come,  f 

''  Thofe  critics  differed  in  their  doom.  s 

**  Yet  Swan  fays,  he  admired  it  Ycap'd, 
"  Since 'twas  Jack  Hall's,  without  being  clappM.^^ 

Swan  was  a  notorious  punden  Dskezck. 

Ver.  228.  Rockier  I  dtfpife  4-c.]  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochefter, 
was  naturally  modeft,  till  the  court  corrupted  him.  His  wit 
had  in  it  a  brightneA,  to  which  few  could  ever  arrive.  He  gave 
himfelf  up  to  all  forts  of  extravagance,  and  to  the  wildell  fro- 
lics that  a  wanton  wit  could  devife.  He  went  about  the  ftreets 
as  a  beggar ;  made  love  as  a  porter;  fet  up  a  ilage  as  an  Italian 
mountebank ;  was,  for  fome  years,  always  drunk,  ever  doing 
mifchief.  The  king  loved  his  company  for  the  diveriion  it  af- 
forded, better  than  his  perfon  ;  and  there  was  no  love  loft  be- 
tween them.  He  took  his  revenges  in  many  libels:  he  found  out 
a  footman  that  knew  all  the  court,  whomh^  fnr^iflied  with  a  red 
coat  and  a  mufket,  as  a  centinel,  and  kept  him  all  the  winter 
long  every  night,  at  the  doors  of  fuch  ladies  as  he  fufpeded  of 
intrigues,  in  the  court  a  centinel  is  little  minded,  and  is  be* 
lievcd  to  be  polled  by  acaptiunof  theguards  to  hinder  a  com- 
bat ;  fo  this  man  faw  who  walked  about,  and  vifited  at  forbids 
den  hours.  By  this  means  Lord  RocheAer  made  many  difco- 
veries;  and  when  he  was  well  fumiihed  with  materials,  he  ufed 
lo  retire  into  the  country  for  a  month  or  two  to  write  libels. 

Once,  being  drunk,  he  intended  to  give  the  king  a  libel  that 
he  had  wrote  on  fome  ladies ;  but,  by  a  miftake,  he  gave  him  on# 
written  on  himfelf,  which  brought  him  for  that  time  into  dif- 
grace.  He  fell  into  an  ill  habit  of  body,  and  .in  feveral  fits  of 
2ckneis  he  had  deep  remorfes,  for  he  was  guilty  of  much  impiety, 
and  of  great  immoralities;  but  as  he  recovered,  he  threw  thefe 
off,  and  returned  again  to  his  former  ill  courfes. 

lliis  is  the  account  si  ven  of  Liord  Rocheder  by  BiihopBumet, 
who  attended  him  in  his  illoefs ;  and  who  fays,  he  is  fure  he 
would  have  continued  to  live  a  regular  religious  life,  in  cafe  ho 
Jiad  furvived. 

He  had  fervcd  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Dutch  war,  and  behaved 
with  foch  undaunted  refolution,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  recon- 
ciled to  his  daftardly  condud  afterwards  in  private  life;  for  it  is 
certain,  that  he  was  not  only  canable  of  fatiri^ing  in  the  fevereft 

VOL.  !•  O 
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For  while  he  tnifchief  means  to  all  mankind,  ss^ 
Himfelf  alone  the  ill  effeGts  does  find : 
And  fo  like  witches  juftly  fufiers  fhame, 
Whofe  harmlefs  malice  b  fo  much  the  fame. 
Falfe  are  his  words,  affed»d  is  his  wit ; 
So  often  he  does  aim,  fo  feldom  hit ;  25$ 

To  every  fdce  he  cringes  while  he  fpeaks. 
But  when  the  back  is  turn'd  the  head  he  breaks : 
Mean  in  each  a^ion,  lewd  in  every  limb, 
Manners  themfelves  are  mifchievous  in  him : 
A  proof  that  chance  alone  makes  every  creature, 
A  very  Killigrew  without  good*nature*         mi 

manner,  but  of  fuftaining  the  due  reward  of  his  abufe  without 
refentment :  fo  that  he  is  faid  to  have 

His  own  kickings  notably  contriv'd. 

And  we  can  only  reconcile  thefe  contradictions  in  conduft,  by 
remembering  his  tmiutemipted  courfe  of  riot  and  debauchery, 
which  had  enervated  all  mental  as  well  as  corporeal  faculties, 
and  eradicated  every  virtue  ;  befides,  it  is  a  juftobiervation,  that 
me  two  things  can  be  more  oppofite,  than  one  and  the  fame  man 
at  different  times.  He  envied  Dryden's  great  Aicceis,  while  ha 
acknowledged  his  fuperior  abilities,  and  fupported  Crown 
againll  him,  whom  he  forfook,  and  oppofed  wiUi  equal  vim* 
lence,  when  his  Conqueft  of  Jerufalero  procured  him  fome  repu- 
tation. This  is  one  reafon  for  his  being  introduced  here,  in  a 
light  fo  very  unplealing,  though  not  untrue ;  for  the  pidure  re- 
Tembles  him  in  every  thing  but  want  of  wit,  which  is  a  mif* 
reprefentation.  As  he  was  one  of  the  lewdeft  writers  of  his  time, 
ieveral  coUedions  of  obfccne  poems,  many  of  which  he  sever 
faw,  have  been  publifhed  under  his  name. 

He  was  looked  upon  to  be  mailer  of  fo  much  infinuatioD,  that 
no  woman  was  feen  talking  to  him  three  times,  without  lofinf 
her  reputation ;  and  if  he  did  not  make  himfelf  mailer  of  her 
perfon,  he  fcrupled  not  fcandaliaiag  her  to  the  world.  Indeed, 
in  his  latter  days  it  was  only  talk ;  for  his  debaucheries  had  dis- 
abled him  from  adion,  and  his  inability  was  univedklly  known^ 

Dbbrlck. 

Ver.  241.  J  very  Kiiligrcw  without  good-stature.]  Thomas 
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For  what  a  Beflus  has  he  always  liv'd, 
And  his  own  kickings  notably  contrived  ? 
For,  there's  the  folly  that's  flill  mixt  with  feaf/ 
Cowards  more  blows  than  any  hero  bear ';      845 
Of  fighting  fparks  fome  may  their  pleafures  iay. 
But  'tis  a  bolder  thing  to  run  away : 
The  world  may  well  forgive  him  all  hb  ill| 
For  every  fiiult  does  prove  his  penance  ftill  s 
Falfly  he  falls  into  fome  dangerous  noofe^     210 
And  then  as  meanly  labours  to  get  loofe ; 
A  life  fo  infamous  is  better  quitting^ 
Spent  in  bafe  injury  and  low  fubmitting. 
Fd  hke  to  have  left  out  his  poetry ; 
Forgot  by  all  almoft  as  weU  as  me^  9ss 

ligrewy  of  whom  we  hear  daily  fo  muny  pleafimt  ftorfec  relstedi 
had  good  natural  parts,  but  no  regular  education.  He  was  bro* 
tber  to  Sir  William  Killigrew,  viceK:hamberlain  to  King  Charles 
the  lid's  queen  j  had  been  fome  time  page  of  honour  to  King 
Charles  I.  and  was,  after  the  reiteration,  many  years  mailer  of 
the  letels,  and  groom  of  the  chamber  to  lung  Charles  II.  in 
whole  exile  he  ihared,  being  his  refident  at  Venice  in  l651.<*- 
During  his  travels  abroad  he  itrote  ieveikl  play^,  n6ne  of  which 
are  much  talked  of^  His  itch  of  Writing,  and  hit  chslrader  as  a 
wit  and  companion,  occaiioned  this  diihch  from  Sir  John  Den- 
ham  : 

'<  Hadd  Cowley  ne'er  fpoke,  Killigr?w  ne'er  writ, 
^*  CombinM  in  one  they'd  made  a  matchleis  wit.'' 

The  fame  knight  wrote  a  ballad  on  him. 
Killigrew  was  a  muil  fttcetious  companion;  his  wit  was  lively 
find  fpirited  ;  and  tie  had  a  manner  of  faying  the  bittereil  things, 
|rithoat  provoking  refentmeUt }  he  tickled  you  while  he  made 
iron  fmart,  and  you  overlooked  the  pain,  charmed  by  the  plea* 
nire.  He  died  at  Whitehall  in  March  l682,  aged  feventy-one, 
|ewailed  by  his  friends,  and  truly  wept  for  by  the  poor. 

DxaaiCK. 
Ver.  $42.  Far  what  a  Beffus  hag  he  alxoays  Uv'd,]    Beifus  is  a 
remarkable  cowardly  charad^r  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher.* 

Dkbeicx. 
o2 
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Sometimei  he  has  fome  humor,  never  mtf 

And  if  it  rarely,  very  rarely,  hit, 

^is  under  lb  much  naily  rubbifh  laid. 

To  find  it  out's  the  cinderwoman's  trade ; 

"Who  for  the  wretched  remnants  of  a  £re,     26$ 

Muft  toil  all  day  in  aflies  and  in  rnire^ 

So  lewdly  dull  his  idle  works  appear. 

The  wretched  texts  deierve  no  comments  here  ; 

Where  one  poor  thought  fometimes,  left  all 

alone, 
For  a  whole  page  of  dulnefs  muft  atone.        sis 

How  vain  a  thing  is  man,  and  how  unwi/e  ? 
E'en  he,  who  would  himfelf  the  moft  defpiie  ? 
I,  who  fo  wife  and  humble  feem  to  be, 
Kow  my  own  vanity  and  pride  can't  fea, 
While  the  world's  nonfenfe  is  so  fharply  ihewn, 
We  pull  down  others  but  to  raife  our  own ;   271 
That  we  may  angels  feem,  we  paint  them  elvesy 
And  are  but  fatires  to  fet  up  ourfelves. 
I,  who  have  all  this  while  been  finding  fault. 
E'en  with  my  mafler,  who  firfl  fatire  taught ;  275 
And  did  by  that  defcribe  the  talk  fo  hard. 
It  feems  flupendous  and  above  reward ; 
Now  labor  with  unequal  force  to  climb 
That  lofty  hill,  unreadi'd  by  former  time : 
Tis  juA  that  I  (hould  to  the  bottom  fall,      2sa 
Learn  to  write  well,  or  not  to  write  at  all. 
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TMX  OCCASION  Or  IT  BXPLAINXD, 


7HE  Earl  of  Shafteibuiy  feemed  bent  upon  the  ruin  of  the 
'Duke  of  York.  It  was  moftly  through  his  influence  in  both 
houfesi  that  thofe  infiunous  vitnefles,  Oates,  Tongue,  Bedloe, 
fcc.  were  fo  ftrenoufly  encouraged,  and  the  Popiih  plot,  if  not 
fchemed  by  him,  was  at  lead  by  him  cberiibed  and  fupported* 
He  had  been  beard  to  fay  with  feme  exultation,  /  nxm't  pretend 
to  yronomce  oib  Jtarted  the  game^  but  I  am/ure  I  have  had  the 
fuU  hunting.  At  t^is  dliy  that  plot  appears,  to  impartial  and 
difcerning  eyes,  to  have  been  a  forgery  contrived  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people  againil  popery,  a  religion  now  profefled  by 
the  duke,  that  the  bill  for  excluding  him  from  the  throne  might 
meet  with  more  countenance  and  greater  certainty  of  fuccefs  ; 
and  it  went  very  near  having  the  deflred  effed. ' 

The  indifcreet  zeal  aud  imprudent  condud  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  for  fome  time  pafty  had  given  too  much  room  for 
fufpicion ;  they  having  often  openly,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
eflablifhed  laws  of  the  kingdom,  ihcwn  a  thorough  contempt 
for  the  eftablifbed  religion  of  their  country,  propagated  as  much 
as  poffible  their  own  tenets,  loudly  triumphed  in  their  progrefs^ 
and  daily  acquiiition  of  profelytes  among  all  ranks  of  people, 
without  the  leafl  fecrecy  or  caution.  Hence  was  the  natioii 
ripe  for  alarm  :  when  given,  it  fpread  like  wild-fire ;  und  the 
puke  of  York,  as  head  of  the  party  at  which  it  was  aimed» 
ivas  obliged  to  withdraw  to  Bru^Is  to  avoid  the  impending 
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The  king  being  fome  time  after  taken  ill,  produced  his  b]gh« 
nefs's  fudden  return,  before  his  enemies,  and  thofe  in  the  oppo- 
fition  to  the  court-meafures,  could  provide  for  his  reception  ;  fo 
that  their  fchemes  were  |iiUs  Sdk  a  while  difconcerted.  Leaft  his 
prefence  might  revive  commotion,  be  returned  again  to  Bruflels, 
and  was  then  permitted  (previoufly)  to  retire  to  Scotland,  hav* 
ing  received  the  ftrongeil  aflurances  of  his  brother's  affedion  and 
resolution  to  fecure  him  and  bis  heirs  the  fucceflion.  He  had 
before  this  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing  the  turbulent  Earl  of  Sbaftes* 
bury  removed  from  his  feat  and  precedence  in  the  privy-council, 
as  well  as  all  (hare  in  the  miniHry  ;  and  now  prevailed  to  have  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  difmifled  from  all  his  poils,  and  fent  into 
Holland. 

Shaftefbury's  views  were  to  lift  Monmouth  to  the  throne, 
whofe  weakueii^  he  knew  be  could  fo  eifedualiy  manage,  as 
to  have  the  reins  of  government  in  that  cafe  in  his  own  hands. 
Monmouth  was  the  eldeft  of  the  king's  fons,  by  whom  be  was 
tenderly  beloved.  His  mother  was  one  Mrs.  Lucy  Walters, 
ptherwife  Barlow,  a  Pembrokefhire  woman,  who  bore  bim  at 
Botterdam  in  l£49>  and  between  whom  and  his  Majeily  it  was 
artfully  reported,  there  had  paHed  a  contrad  of  marriage. 
This  report  was  narrowly  examined  into,  and  proved  fieilfe,  t»« 
the  full  fatisfadion  of  the  privy-council,  and  of  the  people  ir^ 
general,  though  Shaftefbury  did  all  in  his  power  to  fupport  and 
eftablifh  a  belief  of  its  reality.  The  youth  was  educated  at 
Paris  under  the  queen-mother,  and  brought  over  to  England  it| 
l€6^ :  foon  after  which  time  he  wtls  created  Duke  of  Orkney 
in  Scotland,  and  Monmouth  in  England,  or  rather  Wales; 
chofen  a  knight  of  the  garter ;  appointed  mafter  of  horfe  to  his 
Itfajefly,  general  of  the  land-forces,  colonel  of  the  life-guard  of 
horfe,  lord-lieutenant  of  the  eall-riding  of  Yorkftiire,  governor 
of  Kingfton-upon-Hull,  chief  juftice  in  eyre  on  the  fouth  of  the 
river  Trent,  lord-chamberlain  of  Scotland,  and  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleugh,  in  right  of  his  wife,  who  was  daughter  and  heirefs  to  a 
noble  and  wealthy  earl,  bearing  that  name ;  but  he  loft  all  thofa 
places  of  honour  and  fortune,  together  with  his  royal  father's 
favour,  by  the  infinuation  and  art  of  Shafteibury,  wi^o  poifoned 
him  with  illegal  and  ambitions  notions,  that  ended  in  his  de* 

^rttdion. 

The  partizans  of  this  earl,  and  other  malepontcnts,  had  long 
pointed  out  his  Grace  as  a  proper  fucceflTor  to  the  prown,  inftead 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  in  cafe  of  the  king's  demife ;  and  he  be- 
gan io  believe  that  he  had  a  real  right  to  be  fo.  At  the  infli? 
gation  of  his  old  friend  Sh^ftefbury,  he  returned  to  England 
ivithout  his  father's  ponfent,  who  vould  not  fee  him  ;  and,  ii^- 
(Icad  of  obeying  the  royal  mandate  to  retire  again,  he  and 
Shafteibury  jointly  made  a  pompous  parade  Jhrough  feveraj 
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coQuties  in  the  weft  and  north  of  England,  fcattering  the  feeds  of 
difcord  and  difafTedion  ;  fo  that  their  defigns  feemed  to  be 
levelled  againft  the  government,  and  a  tempeft  was  gathering  at  a 
diilance,  not  unlike  that  which  fwept  the  royal  martyr  from  his 
throne  and  life.  Many  people,  who  w6uld  not  othprwife  have 
taken  part  with  the  court,  (huddering  when  they  looked  back 
upon  the  fcenes  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  that  had  followed 
that  melancholy  cataftrophe,  in  order  to  prevent  the  return  of 
a  fimilar  itorm,  attached  tbemfelves  to  the  King  and  the  Duke 
of  York ;  and  the  latter  returned  to  court,  where  he  kept  his 
ground. 

The  kingdom  was  now  in  a  high  fermentation ;  the  munnun 
of  each  party  broke  out  into  altercation,  and  declamatory  abufe* 
Every  day  produced  new  libels  and  didoyal  pamphlets.  To 
anfwer  and  expofe  them,  their  partisans  and  abettors,  feveral  au- 
thors were  retained  by^  authority,  but  none  came  up  to  the  pur- 
pofe  fo  well  as  Sir  Roger  TEflrange,  in  the  Obfervator ;  and  the 
poet  laureat,  in  the  poem  under  infpedion,  the  elegance  and  fe- 
verity  of  which  raifed  his  chara6ler  prodigioufly,  and  ihewed  the 
proceedings  of  Shaftefbury  and  his  followers  in  a  mod  fevere 
light.  Thefe  writings,  according  to  Echard,  in  a  great  mea« 
furc  Hemmed  the  tide  of  a  popular  current,  that  might  have 
otherwife  immerfed  the  nation  in  ruin.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  afterwards  engaged  in  the  Ryehoufe-Plot,  and  a  re- 
ward was  offered  for  the  taking  him,  both  by  his  father  and  Lewis 
XIV*  whether  in  England  or  France.  He  obtained  his  pardon 
both  of  the  king  and  duke,  by  two  very  fubmiflive,  nay  abjedt, 
letters ;  and  being  admitted  to  the  royal  prefence,  feemed  ex- 
tremely forry  for  his  pad  offences,  confefled  his  having  engaged 
in  a  defign  for  feizing  the  king's  guards,  and  changing  the  go- 
vernment, but  denied  having  any  knowledge  of  a  fcbeme  for 
affaifinating  either  his  father  or  uncle,  which  it  feems'was  fet  oa 
foot  by  the  inferior  minifters  of  this  confpiracy. 

Prefuming,  however,  upon  the  king's  paternal  affe^on,  be 
foon  recanted  his  confeffion,  and  conforted  with  his  old  follow- 
ars ;  fo  that  the  king  forbid  him  the  court,  iQid  he  retired  to  Hol- 
land, from  whence  he  returned  in  l685,  raifed  a  rebellion  againft 
his  uncle,  then  on  the  throne,  caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed 
king,  and  being  defeated  and  taken  prifoner,  was  beheaded  on 
'fower-hill  in  his  thirty-fixth  year.  DiaaiCK. 
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THE  READER. 

JL  IS  not  my  intention  to  make  an  apology  for  my 
poem  :  fome  will  think  it  needs  no  excufe,  and  others 
will  receive  none.  The  defign  I  am  fure  is  honeft ; 
but  he  who  draws  his  pen  for  one  party,  muft  expeft 
to  make  enemies  of  the  other.  For  wit  and  fool  are 
confequents  of  Whig  and  Tory  * ;  and  every  man  is 
pt  knave  or  an  ais  to  the  contrary  fide.  There  is  a 
treafury  of  merits  in  the  Fanatic  Church,  as  well  as 
in  the  Popilh ;  and  a  pennyworth  to  be  had  of  faint- 
Ihip,  honefi;y,  and  poetry,  for  the  lewd,  the  fadious, 
and  the  blockheads :  but  the  longeft  chapter  in  Deu- 
teronomy has  not  cuHes  enough  for  an  Anti-Bro- 
mingham.  My  comfort  is,  their  manifeft  prejudice 
to  my  caufe  will  render  their  judgment  of  lefs  autho- 
rity againft  m^.  Yet  if  a  poem  have  a  genius,  it 
will  force  its  o4m  reception  in  the  world.  For  there's 
fx  fweetneis  in  good  verfe,  which  tickles  even  while  it 

*  It  was  now  that  the  party-diftindioiis  of  Whig  and  Tory 
^rere  firfl  adopted  ;  the  courtiers  were  deridiogly  compared  to 
the  I  ri(h  banditti,  who  were  called  Tories ;  and  they  likened 
their  opponents  to  Whig?,  a  denomination  of  reproach,  formerly 
given  the  Scotch  covenanters,  who  were  fuppofed  to  live  on  a 
poor  kind  of  buttermilk  fo  called.  Thefe  names  ftill  diftinguifli 
contending  parties  in  England,  though  itrangely  varied  from 
their  origtual  application.  Dbki^ick* 
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hurts ;  and  no  man  can  be  heartily  angry  with  him 
who  pleaies  him  againft  his  wilL  The  commenda- 
tion of  adverfaries  is  the  greateft  triumph  of  a  writer, 
becaufe  it  never  comes  unleis  extorted.  But  I  can 
be  iatisfied  on  more  eafy  terms  :  if  I  happen  to  pleafe 
the  moi^  moderate  fort,  I  ihall  be  fare  of  an  honeft 
party,  and,  in  all  probability,  of  the  beft  judges :  for 
the  lead  concerned  are  commonly  the  leaft  corrupt. 
And  I  confefs  I  have  laid  in  for  thofe,  by  rebating 
die  iatire,  (where  juitice  would  allow  it)  from  carry* 
iiig  too  iharp  an  edge.  They,  who  can  criticife  fo 
weakly,  as  to  imagine  I  have  done  my  worit^  may  be 
convinced,  at  their  own  cofi,  that  I  can  write  ie« 
verely,  with  more  eafe,  than  I  can  gently.  I  have 
but  laughed  at  fome  men's  follies,  when  I  could  have 
declaimed  againft  their  vices ;  and  other  men's  vir- 
tues I  have  commended,  as  freely  as  I  have  taxed 
their  crimes*  And  new,  if  you  are  a  malicious 
reader,  I  expeGt  you  fliould  return  upon  me  that  I 
afieCb  to  be  thought  more  impartial  than  I  am.  But 
if  men  are  not  to  be  judged  by  their  profeffions,  God 
forgive  you  Commonw^alth's-men  for  profeiling  fo 
plaufibly  for  the  government  You  cannot  be  fo  un* 
confcionable  as  to  charge  me  for  not  fubfcribing  of 
my  name ;  for  that  would  refled  too  grofsly  upon 
your  own  party,  who  never  dare,  though  they  have 
the  advantage  of  a  jury  to  fecure  them.  If  you  like 
not  my  poem,  tlie  fault  may,  poffibly,  be  in  my  writ- 
ing, (though  'tis  hard  for  an  author  to  judge  againft 
himfelf)  But,  more  probably,  'tis  in  your  morals, 
which  cannot  bear  the  truth  of  it.  The  violent,  on 
both  fides,  will  condemn  the  cfaara3ei*  of  Abfalom, 
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as  either  too  iavourably  or  too  hardly  drawn.  But 
tfaey  are  not  the  violent  whom  I  ddire  to  pleafe. 
The  fault  on  the  right  hand  is  to  extenuate,  palliate, 
and  indulge ;  and  to  confefi  freely,  I  have  endea* 
voured  to  oonunit  it  Befides  the  refpe£t  which  I 
owe  his  birth,  I  have  a  greater  for  his  heroic  virtues; 
and  David  himfelf  could  not  be  more  tender  of  the 
young  man's  life,  than  I  would  be  of  his  reputation. 
Bat  fince  the  moft  excellent  natures  are  always  the 
moft  eafy,  and,  as  being  fuch,  are  the  fooneft  per- 
verted by  ill  counfels,  efpecially  when  baited  with 
fiune  and  glory ;  'tis  no  more  a  wonder  that  he  with* 
fiood  not  tb€  temptations  of  Achitophel,  than  it  was 
for  Adam  not  to  have  refifted  the  two  devils,  the  fer- 
pent  and  the  woman.  The  conclufion  of  the  fiory  I 
purpofely  forbore  to  profecute,  becaufe  I  could  not 
obtain  from  myfelf  to  fliew  Abfalom  unfortunate. 
The  frame  of  it  was  cut  out  but  for  a  picture  to  the 
waift ;  and  if  the  draught  be  fo  far  true,  'tis  as  much 
as  I  defigned 

Were  I  the  inventor,  who  am  only  the  htftorian, 
I  Ihould  certainly  conclude  the  piece  with  the  recon- 
cilement of  Abfalom  to  David.  And  who  knows 
but  this  may  come  to  pafs  ?  Things  were  not  brought 
to  an  extremity  where  I  left  the  itory :  there  feems 
yet  to  be  room  left  for  a  compofure ;  hereafter  there 
may  be  only  for  pity.  I  have  not  fo  much  as  an 
uncharitable  wi(h  againft  Achitophel,  but  am  con- 
tent to  be  accufed  of  a  good-natured  error,  and  to 
hope  with  Qrigen,  tha^  the  devil  himfelf  may  at  laft 
be  iaved.  For  which  reafon,  in  this  poem,  he  is  nei- 
ther brought  to  fet  his  houfe  in  order,  nor  to  difpofe 
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of  his  perfon  afterwards  as  he  in  wifdom  ihall  thiob 
fit  God  is  infinitely  merciful ;  and  his  vicegerent  i» 
only  not  fo,  becaufe  he  is  not  infinite. 

The  true  end  of  fatire  is  the  amendment  of  vices 
by  correction.  And  he,  who  writes  honefiiy,  is  no 
more  an  enemy  to  the  offender,  than  the  phyfician  to 
the  patient,  when  he  prefcribes  harih  remedies  to  an 
inveterate  difeafe ;  for  thofe  are  only  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  chirurgeon  s  work  of  an  Enfe  reddendum^ 
which  I  wiih  not  to  my  very  enemies.  To  conclude 
all ;  if  the  body  politic  have  any  analogy  to  the  na« 
tural,  in  my  weak  judgment,  an  aft  of  oblivion  were 
as  neceflary  in  a  hot  diftempered  ftate,  ^s  an  opiate 
would  be  in  a  raging  fever. 


ABSALOM* 


aiTd 


ACHITOPHEL- 


1 N  pious  times  ere  prieftcraft  did  begin. 
Before  polygamy  was  made  a  fin  ; 

*  This  poem  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  moft  perfed  allef  orical 
pieces  that  our  language  ever  produced.  It  is  carried  on  through 
the  whole  with  equal  ftrength  and  propriety.  The  veil  is  no 
where  laid  afide.  There  is  a  juil  fimilarity  in  the  charaders» 
which  are  exadly  pourtrayed  ;  the  lineaments  ate  well  copied  ; 
the  colouring  is  fively;  the  groupings  fhew  the  hand  of  a  mafter, 
and  may  ferve  to  convince  us,  that  Mr.  Dryden  knew  his  own 
power,  when  he  aflerted,  that  he  found  it  ealier  to  write  fevereiy 
than  gently.  Many  editions  of  this  poem  were  fold  in  a  very 
fliort  time :  the  name  of  the  author  was,  for  fome  time,  a  fecret, 
and  the  real  merits  of  it  were  allowed,  even  by  the  enemies  of 
the  caufe  it  was  meant  to  affift.  Dr.  William  Coward,  a  phyfi- 
cian  of  Merton  college,  Oxford,  publiihed  a  Latin  tranilataon  of 
it  in  1682;  as  did  Mo  the  celebrated  Dr.  Francis  Atterbury, 
afterwards  bifhop  of  Rochefter.  A  piece  of  fuch  reputation  and 
fervice  to  a  particular  party,  could  notappear  without  much  cell- 
fure*  and  many  anfwers  * ;  among  the  moft  remarkable  of  which 
we  may  reckon  Azariah  and  Hulhai ;  and  Abfalom  fenior,  or 
Achitophel  tranfprofed;  a  poem,  dedicated  to  the  Tories,  as  this 
was  to  the  Whigs.    Here  the  fatire  is  transferred  to  the  Duke  of 

*  Afliong  the  many  ufwen  to,  and  remarks  on,  this  poem,  tiie  fbllowing 
•re  curiovs :— *•  Totvrer  the  Second  a  Bull-dog,  or,  Aihort  Reply  to  Ab&loa 
and  AcbitopheV  folio,  half  ihect,  London,  1681.  "  AbiaUm's  iX.  Worthkt," 
a  Poem,  folia^  half  Ibeet,  no  date.  •*  Poetical  Beflefiions  on  AbCUom  and 
Achitophel/'  folio.  C  d.    "  AbUifim  Seaior,"  a  Poem,  foUo,  168S.      * 
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When  man  on  many  multiply 'd  his  kind^ 
£re  onQ  to  one  was  curfedly  confined ; 

York ;  and  from  the  four  following  lines  in  the  fecond  part 
of  Abfalom  and  Achitpphel^  we  are  to  fuppofe,  that  Elkuiah. 
Settle  was  the  author  of  it,  to  whom  alfo  the  other  piece  ia 
attributed. 

InftinB  hcfoUaw8y  and  no  farther  kfum$f 

For  to  vortte  verfe  mtk  him  is  to traniprofe. 

'Twere  petty  trea/on  at  his  door  to  lay. 

Who  makes heaven's  lock  a  door  to  its  own  key. 

Wood  tells  us,  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  printed  a  loofe 
(heet  of  paper  foon  after  the  publication  of  this  poem,  intitled, 
*^  Refledions  upon  it/'  which  contain  nothing  material,  and 
were  fold  very  dear.  The  application  of  the  Aory  of  Abfalom 
to  this  part  of  King  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  was  firft  made 
by  a  clergyman  in  the  pulpit,  and  his  fermon  was  printed  with 
the  title  of  Abfalom  and  Achitophel.  Dxrricjr:. 

Ver.  1.  In  pious  times']  The  application  of  Scripture  dories, 
in  the  way  of  allegory,  as  in  the  piece  before  us,  to  m,odem  and 
political  events,  has  been  pra6lifed  by  more  than  one  eminent 
poet.  Bjaane  is  fuppofed  to  have  alluded  to  the  fitoation  of 
Madame  Mamienon  in  his  E/lher.  But  the  mod  ftriking  example 
of  this  pradice,  is  the  Sam/on  Agomfies  of  Milton,  throughout 
which  noble  drama  there  is  a  conilant  reference  to  the  cafe  and 
condition  of  the  great  poet  himfelf,  expofed  to  the  derifioa  and 
infults  of  the  debauched  and  diflhlnte  PhilifiiQes  of  Charles  the 
Second's  court,  and  wiflung  to  pull  down  the  temple  oiDagon 
on  their  heads.  This  is  particularly  vifible  in  the  chorus  at 
verfe  667*  The  very  trials  and  the  condemnations  of  Sir  Hemy 
Vane,  his  favourite,  and  of  the  other  regicides,  is  plainly  pointed 
out  in  thefe  lines : 

Or  to  th'  unjaft  tribunals,  under  change  of  times 
And  condemnation  of  th'  ingrateful  multitude. 

And  the  following  lines  clearly  relate  to  bis  own  lo0es  in  the 
excife,  and  his  fevere  fits  of  the  gout : 

If  thefe  they  Tcape,  perhaps  in  poverty. 
Painful  difeafes  and  deform'd ; 
Tho'  not  difordinate,  yet  caufelefs  fuffering 
The  punifliment  of  diflblutc  days. 

It  is  obferved  by  my  very  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Hayley^  who 
has  certainly  aiven  us  the  moil  candid  and  exa6t  life  of  Miltoa 
extant,  that  the  lot  of  Milton  had  a  marvellous  coincidence  with 
that  of  his  hero  Samfou  in  three  remarkable  points :  "  Firit,  he 
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When  nature  prompted,  and  no  law  deny'd     5 
Promifcuous  ufe  of  concubine  and  bride  ; 
Then  Ifraers  monarch  after  heaven*8  own  heart. 
His  vigorous  warmth  did  varioufly  impar|| 
To  wives  and  (laves  ;  and  wide  as  his  command. 
Scattered  his  Maker's  image  through  the  land.  10 
Michal,  of  royal  blood,  the  crown  did  wear; 
A  foil  ungrateful  to  the  tillers  care  : 

bad  been  tormented  by  a  beautiful  but  difaffcdionatc  and  dif- 
obedient  wife ;  fcCondly,  he  had  bt^en  th^  gtvAt  champion  of  his 
country,  and  as  fuch  the  idol  of  public  admiration  ;  laftiy,  he 
had  fallen  from  that  height  of  unrivalled  glory,  and  had  expe- 
rienced the  mod  humiliating  reverfe  of  fortune  : 

His  foes'  dcriHon,  captive,  poor^  and  blind. 

In  delineating  the  greater  part  of  Samfon's  fenfations  under 
calamity,  he  had  only  to  defcribe  his  own." 

I  cannot  forbear  adding  what  the  fame  candid  writer  has  ob- 
ferved  concerning  Milton  s  political  principles  :  "  That  had  bis 
life  been  extended  long  enough  to  witneis  the  Revolution,  he 
would  probably  have  exulted  as  warmly  as  the  ilaunchefl  friend 
^  of  our  prefent  coiiflitution  can  exult,  in  that  temperate  and 
h'sppy  reformation  of  monarchical  enormities/' 

Dr.  J.Wartok. 

V*er.  6.  Promifcuous  i{/c]  Thefe  lines  are  infufferably  grofs 
and  offenfive.  It  is  curious  to  fee  how  Atterbury,  who,  from  a 
veneration  for  Tory  principles,  tranflated  the  whole  poem,  has 
rendered  them* 

Cogtiovere  pias  nondum  pia  fscula  fraudes 
Arte  faccrdotum,  nondum  vctuere  maritos 
MuUiplici  c(!lebrare  jugo  connubia  leges, 
Cum  vir  fponfarum  numeraverat  agmen,  et  uni 
Non  fervare  toro,  fato  adverfante,  coaftus 
Plurima  feriilibus  produxU  (lemmata  lumbis* 
Cum  flimulos  natura  darctf  ncc  Icgibus  ullis 
Kt  fponHe  &  lense  vetitum  efl  commune  cubile« 
Tunc  Ifraelis,  coelo  cedente,  munarcba 
CoDCubitu  vario  vcrnas  nuptafque  fovcbat« 

The  poem  was  fo  popular,  tliat  another  Latin  tranflation  was 
alfo  publi(hed,in  Ao.  l682,  at  Oxford,  by  Dr.  William  Coward, 
a  phyfician  of  Merton  college.  Dr.  J*  W  a  atom. 
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Not  fo  the  reft ;  for  feveral  mothers  bore 

To  god-like  David  feveral  fons  before. 

But  fince  like  flaves  his  bed  they  did  afcend^  i5 

Ko  true  fuddeflion  could  their  feed  attend* 

Of  all  this  numerous  progeny  was  none 

So  beautiful^  fo  brave^  as  Abfalon  : 

Whether  infpir'd  by  fome  diviner  luft, 

His  father  got  him  with  a  greater  guft:  29 

Or  that  his  confcious  deftiny  made  way, 

By  manly  beauty  to  imperial  fway. 

Ver.  18.    So  bcautifulj  fo  hravef]     The  Duke  of  Monmoath 
was  young)  exquifitely  beautiful,  brave,  generous,  aifcAing  po* 
pularity,  and  tenderly  beloved  by  his  father ;  had  been  educated 
vrith  one  part  of  the  flower  of  the  Englifli  youth  at  Oxford,  and 
fcrved  with  another  in  the  army ;  fo  that  he  had  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  private  fricndfhips  joined  to  tbofe  which  attend  upon 
royal  cxtradlioo.     His  tutor,  one  Rofs,   a  Scotchman,  either 
from  love  to  his  pupil,  or  to  gain  importance  to  himfelf,  was  tb6 
iii-fl  pcrfon  who  inflamed  his  mind  with  high  ambition,  by  mak- 
ing him  believe,  or  peritiading  him  to  make  others  believe^  that 
the  King  had  been  privately  married  to  his  mother.     Rofr  weat 
fbrther,  for  he  advifed  Couzcns,  bifliop  of  Durham,  to  write  a 
Certificate  of  the  marriage,  and  to  dcpofit  it  in  a  ftrodg  box  in 
his  own  houfe ;  making  ufe  of  this  argument,  that,  if  the  Duke 
of  York  ftiould  be  converted  from  popery,  there  would  be  no 
need  of  bringing  the  certificate  to  public  view ;  and  if  he  ihould 
not,  that  all  arts  were  judifiable  to  exclude  a  papiil  from  the 
throne :  circumflances  which  Couzcns  immediately  communi- 
cated to  the  King,  but  which  that  prince  difregarded,  acquitting 
Monmouth,  and  imputing  them  only  to  the  petulance  of  his 
tutor.     Yet  Roi«,  after  Couzcns  died,  fpread  a  report  abroad, 
that  he  had  left  fuch  a  certificate  behind  him. 

Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  19.  Whether  infjnr*d]  How  grofs  and  indelicate  muft 
the  tadc  of  that  age  have  boen^  when  St.  Evremont  could  quota 
thefe  very  filthy  and  abominable  lines  in  a  letter  addrefled  to  the 
celebrated  Dutchefs  of  Mazarine!  Dr.  J.  Wartom. 

Ibid.    in/pir'd  by  fome  diviner  lufi,1  «Infpir'd  mth  foae 

diviner  luft.     Firil  edition.  *        * 
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Early  in  foreign  fields  he  won  renown. 
With  kings  and  ftates  ally'd  to  Ifrael's  crown  : 
In  peace  the  thoughts  of  war  he  could  remove. 
And  feem^d  as  he  were  only  born  for  love.      26 
Whatever  he  did,  was  done  with  fo  much  eafe,. 
In  him  alone  'twas  natural  to  pleafe : 
His  motions  all  accompany 'd  with  grace  ; 
And  paradife  was  open'd  in  his  face.  so 

With  fecret  joy  indulgent  David  viewed 
His  youthful  image  in  his  fon  renewed : 
To  all  his  wiihes  nothing  he  deny'd  ; 
And  made  the  charming  Annabel  his  bride. 
What  faults  he  had,  (for  who  from  faults  is  free  ?) 
His  father  could  not,  or  he  would  not  fee.      36 
Some  warm  exceiTes  which  the  law  forbore. 
Were  conftru'd  youth  that  purg'd  by  boiling  o'er. 
And  Amnon's  murder  by  a  fpecious  name, 
Was  caird  a  juft  revenge  for  injur'd  fame.      40 
Thus  praised  andlovxl,  the  noble  youth  remain  d, 
While  David,  undiftuib'd,  in  Sion  rcign'd. 
But  life  can  never  be  jincerely  bleft : 
Heaven  puniOies  the  bad,  and  proves  the  befL 
The  Jews,  a  headllrong,  moody,  murmuring 
race,  45 

As  ever  try'd  the  extent  and  ftretch  of  grace ; 

Ver.  30.  j4nd  paradife  vmu  open'd  in  kis  faceJ]  Pope't 
Eloifa,  ill  licr  compliment  to  Abelard  on  bis  founding  the  Para* 
cletc,  is  certainly  indebted  to  this  perfonal  defcription  ;  and  the 
ingenuity  of  the  poet,  inth«  local  adaptation,  is  truly  admirable : 

**  You  raisM  thefe  hallo wM  walls  ;  the  defart  fmil'd, 
**  And  paradife  was  open'd  in  the  wild."  Todd. 

p  2 
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God's  pamper'd  people,  whom  debauch'd  with 

eafe. 
No  king  could  govern,  nor  no  God  could  pleaiej 
(Gods  they  had  try'd  of  every  (hape  and  fize. 
That  god-ftniths  could  produce,  or  priefts  de* 

vife :)  60 

Thefe  Adam- wits,  too  fortunately  free, 
Began  to  dream  they  wanted  liberty ; 
And  when  no  rule,  no  precedent  was  founds 
Of  men,  by  laws  lefs  circumfcrib'd  and  bound ; 
They  led  their  wild  deiires  to  woods  and  caves^ 
And  thought  that  all  but  fayages  were  Oaves.  56 
They  who,  when  Saul  was  dead,  without  a  blow. 
Made  foolifti  Ifliboftieth  the  crown  forego ; 
Who  baniih'd  David  did  from  Hebron  bring. 
And  with  a  general  (hout  proclaimed  him  king; 


Vcr.  51.  Thtfe  Adam^wits^  &c.]  Perfons  clifcontented  \% 
liappy  circum(lance£  are  not  unluckily  called  Adam-wUt^  from 
a  remembrance  of  Adam'ft  weaknefs  in  Paradife,  who,  aiming  al 
being  happier  than  the  happieft)  by  perfuefion  of  five,  eat  of  the 
forbidden  friiit,  and  thereby  forfeited  the  divine  favour,  and  was 
excluded  the  garden  of  Eden.  Derrick. 

Ver.  55.     They  led  their  wild  de/ires  to  woodt  andxaves. 
And  thought  that  all  imt/avaget  tdereJIaretJ] 

Pope,  whofe  eye  was  perpetually  on  his  mafter,  adopted  thfs 
rhyme : 

Cities  laid  wafte,  they  florm'd  the  woods  and  caves, 
(For  wifcr  brutes  were  backward  to  be  flaves.) 

Windfor  Foreft,  Yer.  49. 
Altering  the  original : 

From  towns  laid  waAe,  to  dens  and  caves  they  ran, 
^  (For  who  firil  (loop'd  to  be  a  Have  was  man.) 

John  Wartok, 
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Tiiofe  very  Jews,  who,  at  their  very  beft,       6i 
Their  humour  more  than  loyalty  expreft, 
Now  wonder'd  why  fo  long  they  had  obey'd 
An  idol  monarch,  which  their  hands  had  made ; 
Thought  they  might  ruin  him  they  could  create. 
Or  melt  him  to  that  golden  calf  a  (late.  66 

But  thefe  were  random  bolts :  no  formed  defign. 
Nor  intereft  made  the  fadtious  crowd  to  join : 
The  fober  part  of  Ifrael,  free  from  (lain. 
Well  knew  the  value  of  a  peaceful  reign  ;        79 
And,  looking  backward  with  a  wife  affright. 
Saw  feams  of  wounds  diihoneft  to  the  fight: 
In  contemplation  of  whofe  ugly  fears. 
They  curft  the  memory  of  civil  wars. 
The  moderate  fort  of  men  thus  qualify 'd,        7$ 
Inclin'd  the  balance  to  the  better  fide ; 
And  David's  mildnefs  manag'd  it  fo  well. 
The  bad  found  no  occaiion  to  rebel. 
But  when  to  fin  our  biased  nature  leans. 
The  careful  devil  is  flill  at  hand  with  means ;  so 
And  providently  pimps  for  ill  defires  1 
The  good  old  caufe  revived  a  plot  requires. 
Plots,  true  or  falfe,  are  neceilary  things. 
To  raife  up  commonwealths,  and  ruin  kings. 

The  inhabitants  of  old  Jerufalem  85 

Were  Jebufites  ;  the  town  fo  calFd  from  them ; 

And  theirs  the  native  right • 

But  when  the  chofen  people  grew  more  ftroi^, 
The  rightful  caufe  at  length  became  the  wrong ; 
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And  every  lofe  the  men  of  Jebus  bore,  so 

They  ftill  were  thought  God  s  enemies  the  more. 
Thus  worn  or  weaken  d,  well  or  ill  content. 
Submit  they  muft  to  David's  government : 
Impoverifti'd  and  deprived  of  all  command. 
Their  taxes  doubled  as  they  loft  their  land  ;  w 
And  what  was  harder  vet  to  fle(h  and  blood. 
Their  gods  difgrac'd,  and  burnt  like  common 

wood. 
This  fet  the  heathen  priefthood  in  a  flame ; 
For  priefts  ofall  religions  are  the  fame. 
Of  whatfoe  er  defcent  their  godhead  be,       loo 
Stock,  ftone,  or  other  homely  pedigree. 
In  his  defence  his  fervants  are  as  bold. 
As  if  he  had  been  born  of  beaten  gold. 


Ver.  92.  Thin  xoom  or  rceakeft'd,}  Firft  edition :  worn  md 
tvcakeii'd.  *        • 

Vcr.  99.  For  priefis  rf  afl]  It  is  not  my  intention  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  many  jufl  ceufures  that  have  been  paficd  on  this 
fweeningy  indifcriminating  piece  of  fatire  of  the  priefthood, 
which  by  vulgar  ufe  is  become  almoft  proverbial.  But  I  cannot 
forbear  adding  an  extraordinary  paflage  from  Mr.  Huoie's 
Eifays : — "  It  is  a  trite^  but  not  altogether  a  falfe  maxim,  that 
prieils  ofall  religions  are  the  fame;  and  though  thecharader  of 
the  profefTion  will  not,  in  every  inftance,  prevail  over  the  per* 
fonal  chara^^er,  yet  it  is  fure  always  to^redominate  with  the 
greater  number/'  He  has  added  a  long  note,  in  which  he  fays, 
page  547,  8vo.  that  *'  this  profclfion  leads  to  dijlmulatum  and  hy" 
pifcrify,  to  amiHtum,  to  fi/f-conceit^  to  pride  and  mrogance^  to 
tm/ra^/ence  of  contradiction,  to  intokrance,  tind  to  revenge,^  He 
afterwards  foftens  thefe  farcaltical  Arokes,  and  adds,  *•  Whoever 
pofl'efles  the  ether  noble  virtues  of  humanity,  roeeknels,  and  mo- 
deration, as  very  many  of  them,  no  doubt,  do,  is  beholden  for 
them  to  nn/vrcand  refiehion^  not  to  thtgetduM  of  his  calling/' 

Dr.  J.  Wartov. 
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The  Jewift]  rabbins,  though  their  enemies. 
In  this  conclude  them  honed  men  and  wife : 
For  'twas  their  duty  all  the  learned  think,    loS 
T'efpoufe  his  caufe,  by  whom  they  eat  and 

drink* 
From  hence  began  that  plot,  the  nation's  curfe. 
Bad  in  itfelf,  but  reprefented  worfe ; 
Rais'd  in  extremes,  and  in  extremes  decryM;  i  lo 
With  oaths  affirmed,  with  dying  vows  deny*d  ; 
Not  weighed  nor  winnow'd  by  the  multitude ; 
But  fwallow'd  in  the  mafs,  unchew'd  and  crude. 
Some  truth  there  was,  but  daili'd  and  brewed 

with  lies, 
To  pleafe  the  fools,  and  puzzle  all  the  wife,  lu 
Succeeding  times  did  equal  folly  call. 
Believing  nothing,  or  believing  all. 
Th*  Egyptian  rites  th^  Jebufites  embraced  ; 
Where  gods  were  recommended  by  their  tafte. 
Such  (avoury  deities  muft  needs  be  good,     i^o 
As  ferv'd  at  once  for  worihip  and  for  food. 
By  force  they  could  not  introduce  thefe  gods ; 
For  ten  to  one  in  former  days  was  odds. 

Ver.  110.  RaU'd  in  extremes,']  There  are  many  vigorous 
linesj  and  feme  bold  truths,  in  this  account  of  a  plot  that  dif* 
graces  the  annals  of  this  country,  and  produced  fo  much  cruel ty, 
perjury,  injuflicc,  fraud,  and  revenge.  Dr.  J.  Wartov. 

Ver.  112.  Not  •weighed  nor  winnoro'd]  Firft  edition  incoi^ 
redly:  Not  wcigh'd,  or  winnow'd.  •         * 

Ver.  121.  As  ferv'd  at  once  for  xcorJJiip  and  for  food,}  And 
fcr/d  at  once  for  worHiip  and  for  food.     Firil  edition* 
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So  fraud  was  us'd,  the  facrificer's  trade : 
Fools  are  more  bard  to  conquer  than  perfuade. 
Their  bufy  teachers  mingled  with  the  Jews,    126 
And  rak'd  for  converts  even  the  court  and  ftews : 
Which  Hebrew  priells  the  more  unkindly  took, 
Becaufe  the  fleece  accompanies  the  flock. 
Some  thought  they  God's  anointed  meant  to 

flay  13Q 

By  guns,  invented  fincc  full  many  a  day : 
Our  author  fwears  it  not ;  but  who  can  know 
How  far  tlie  devil  and  Jebufites  may  go  ? 
This  plot,  which  fail'd  for  want  of  common  fenfe^ 
Had  yet  a  deep  and  dangerous  confequence :  135 
Por  as  when  raging  fevers  boil  the  blood, 
The  (landing  lake  foon  floats  into  a  flood. 
And  every  hodile  humour,  which  before 
Slept  quiet  in  its  channels,  bubbles  o'er ; 
So  feveral  fa6tions  from  this  firfl;  ferment,     i40 
Work  up  to  foam,  and  threat  the  government. 
Some   by  their   friends,  more   by  themfelves 

thought  wife. 
Opposed  the  power  to  which  they  could  not  rife. 
Some  had  in  courts  been  great,  and  thrown 

from  thence. 
Like  fiends  were  hardened  in  impenitence,    us 
Some,  by  their  monarch's  fatal  mercy,  grdwn 
From  pardon'd  rebels  kinfmen  to  the  throne. 
Were  rais'd  in  power  and  public  office  high ; 
Strong  bands,  if  bands  ungrateful  men  could  tie. 
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Of  thefe  the  falfe  Achitophel  was  firft ;     |50 
A  name  to  all  fucceeding  ages  curd  : 

Ver.  150.  Ofiiejh  thefalft]  This  is.  the  introduaion  of  the 
chief  hero  of  this  piece,  the  celebrated  Earl  of  Shaftefbury, 
under  the  name  of  Achitophel  A  man,  infinuating,  impofingin 
private,  eloquent,  daring  in  public,  full  of  refources  in  both  ; 
who  had  been  bred  up  in  the  fchools  of  civil  commotion,  in  the 
long  parliament,  in  Cromwell's  revolutions,  and  in  thofe  which 
followed  Cromweirs  death ;  and  who,  from  that  edacation, 
knew  well  the  power  of  popular  rumours,  at  times  when  popular 
pailions  are  in  ferment ;  framed  the  fidion  of  the  popifh  plot  in 
the  year  l678,  in  order  to  bury  the  Duke,  and  perhaps  the  King, 
under  the  weight  of  the  national  fear  and  hatred  of  popery. 
ShafteA>ury  was  (Hmulated  too  by  offences  both  given  and  re** 
ceived  ;  for  the  King  having  faid  to  him,  **  ShafteA)ury,  thou  art 
the  greateft  rogue  in  the  kingdom,^'  he  anfwered,  bowing,  "  Of 
a  fubjcd.  Sir,  I  believe  I  am/'  And  the  Duke  rated  him  in 
paflionate  terms  for  one  of  his  fpeeches  in  parliament*  '*  I  am 
glad,"  faid  he,  **  your  Royal  Highnefs  has  not  called  me  papiil 
and  coward."  The  account  of  this  plot,  in  which  was  involved 
the  aflaifination  of  Charles  and  his  brother,  an  invafion,  the  con- 
flagration of  the  city,  and  a  raaflkcre  of  the  proteAants,  was  cal« 
culated,  in  its  great  lines,  to  gain  the  attention  of  the  higher 
ranks  of  the  nation,  and,  by  the  familiarity  and  detail  of  its  cir* 
cural^ances,  to  catch  the  credulity  of  the  meaneil  of  the  popu- 
lace. By  making  the  Duke  one  of  the  objeds  of  the  pretended 
Aflaflination,  it  prevented  the  fufpicion  of  its  being  di reded 
againfi  him  i  and  by  accufipg  the  Queen,  whom  the  King  did 
not  love,  it  gave  aisbance  for  feparating  the  interefls  of  the  bro- 
thers. Tfce  inform|itiou,  as  foon  as  given,  Acw  inftantly  abroad. 
Even  the  marveluufiiels  of  the  ftory  gave  credit  to  What  it  was 
almoft  iropofiible  to  believe  human  fidion  could  have  invented. 
Accident  after  accident,  ariHug  in  a  manner  unparalleled  in  his- 
tory, concurred  to  maintain  the  dcluiion,  Coleman's  letters 
were  feiaed^  which  difcovered  that  the  Duke  had  been  carrying 
on  a  corrcfpondencc  with  FraQce,  agiainil  the  religion  of  his 
country^  and  its  jntercfts.  Danby's  correfpondence  with  France 
for  mooey  to  the  King  was  betrayed,  which  made  Charles  a 
(barer  in  bis  brother's  difgrace ;  but  ^bovc  all,  the  murder  of 
Godfrey,  who,  in  his  office  of  a  magillrate,  had  made  public  the 
plot,  caufed  almodevery  protefiant  to  imagine  he  felt  the  dagger 
in  his  breaft.  Shaftcibury  knew  too  well  the  nature  of  the  hu« 
man  mind,  not  to  improve  upon  this  lali  accident.  He  fuggelled 
fo  bis  {adUon  to  bring  (be  eye  in  did  of  the  imagination,  in  order 
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For  clofe  defigns,  and  crooked  councils  fit ; 
Sagacious,  bold,  and  turbulent  of  wit ; 

to  conpleat  the  terror  of  the  people.  The  dead  body,  gliaftly, 
and  with  the  fword  fixed  in  it,  and  lying  on  a  bier,  was  cxpofed 
fduriftg  two  davft  in  the  public  ftreet.  It  was  carried  in  proceflion 
through  the  city  of  London  to  the  grafe^  as  the  remaim  ai  a 
laartyr  to  the  protcftant  religion  ;  feventy-two  clergymen  walk< 
ing  before,  near  a  thoufand  perfons  of  condition  behind,  innu- 
merable  crowds  in  a  long  filent  order,  an  expreiTion  of  paflfton 
more  dangerous  than  that  of  clamour  and  confufion,  bringing  up 
the  rean 

Such  is  the  charadler  given  by  my  amiable  and  ingenious 
friend.  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  of  this  celebrated  politician  ;  which 
charaider  having  \>een  cenfured  as  unjuft  and  fevero,  the  author, 
with  that  candour  and  liberality  that  endears  him  to  his  ac- 
quaintance, made  the  following  apology  in  his  fecond  volume 
of  Memoirs,  p.  335 :  *'  It  has  been  a  raistortune  to  Lord  Shaftef- 
hnr/s  memory,  that  every  thing  has  been  written  againft  him, 
and  nothing  for  him  ;  upon  which  account,  I  am  happy  to  hear, 
that  his  family  have  thoughts  of  endeavouring  to  vindicate  his 
memory  in  public.  Far  from  the  intention  to  injure  it,  I  flatter 
myfelf  tliat  the  papers  published  in  this  Appendix  will  fet  bis 
chara^r,  in  feveral  refpeds,  in  a  new  light  in  the  world*  They 
will  ihew  that  he  had  no  hand  in  the  Dutchefs  of  Orleans's 
trea^,  made  at  Dover  for  the  intercAs  of  popery ;  that  Charles 
firft  broke  the  ties  of  honour  with  him,  by  deceiving  and  betray- 
ing  him  into  the  fecond  treaty  with  France,  in  the  year  l67if 
while  he  concealed  from  him  the  firft,  which  had  been  made  in 
the  year  167O;  and  that  Shaftefbury  took  no  money  from  France, 
at  a  time  when  moft  of  his  friends  of  the  popular  party  were 
doing  iL*' 

It  is  painful  and  difficult  to  bring  one's  mtnd  to  conceive,  that 
a  man,  totally  profligate  and  unprincipled,  could  have  been  fu 
much  refpeded  and  Unloved,  as  he  was,  by  fuch  a  man  as  Mr. 
Locke,  and  could  have  been  one  of  the  moll  upright,  able,  irre* 

Eroachable,  popular  Lord  Chancellors,  that  ever  adorned  that 
igh  flation,  to  which  Dryden  himfelf  bears  teilimony  in  the 
ftronged  manner,  in  fix  tine  lines,  beginning  line  186'.  It  is  to 
be  lamented  that  Locke  never  finiflicd  the  Memoirs  he  began  of 
Lord  Shafteibury's  Life.  A  very  curious  and  long  extrad  is 
given  from  Locke's  papers,  by  Le  Clerc,  in  the  7ih  volume  of 
the  Bibliothequc  Choifie,  from  page  147  to  page  169,  well  worthy 
the  attentive  porufal  of  the  impartial  reader.  Locke  dwells  much 
on  the  acuteaeis  of  his  wit,  and  his  deep  aud  clufc  penetration 
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Reftlefsi  unfixed  in  principles  and  place ; 

In  power  unpleas'd,  impatient  of  difgrace  :  155 

into  the  kuman  heart ;  of  which,  among  others*  he  gives  a  re- 
markable inilance.  Having  dined  at  Lord  Clarendon's  with 
Lord  Southampton,  he  faid,  on  their  return  to  the  latter,  **  Mifs 
Anne  Hyde,  whom  we  have  juft  left,  is  certainly  married  to  one 
of  the  royal  brothers.  A  certain  fecret  refped,  a  (iudied  and 
fuppreft  attention  and  coinplai lance,  paid  to  her  by  the  mother, 
in  her  Toice,  looks,  and  gcllures,  and  even  in  the  manner  in  which 
ibe  oiiered.her  every  ihwg  at  the  table,  renders  this  fufpicioo  of 
mine  indifputable.  Lord  Southampton  laughed  at  the  time  at 
the  improbability  of  this  conjedure,  but  was  foon  afterwards 
convinced  of  its  truth.  In  thefe  Memoirs  is  preferved  a  fpirited 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  York  from  Shaftefbury,  when  he  was  con- 
iined  in  the  tower,  in  the  year  1676-  A  faying  of  this  fliarp* 
lighted  nobleman  deferves  to  be  remembered :  "  That  wifdom 
lay  in  the  heart,  not  in  the  head ;  and  that  it  was  not  the  want  of 
knowledge,  but  the  perverfenefs  of  the  will,  that  filled  men's 
adions  with  folly,  and  their  lives  with  difordcr.'^ 

Dr.  J.  WikmTOK. 

Ver.  150.    thefalfe  Achitophel 

A  name  io  aUfucceeding  ages  cvrjl ;] 

was  Sir  Anthony  Aflilcy  Cooper,  raifed  to  the  degree  of  a  baron 
at  the  Reftoration,  and  afterwards  created  Earl  of  ShafteA»uiy. 
His  firft  remarkable  appearance  was  in  the  royal  intereft,  l642, 
being  then  in  his  twcnty-firft  year.  He  foon  deferted  it  in  dif- 
j^uft,  and  joined  the  Parliament,  cutting  a  notable  figure  during 
the  interregnum,  there  being  nothing  of  any  confequence  tranf- 
aded,  but  what  he  had  a  hand  in,  the  King's  death  excepted,  of 
which  he  kept  clear.  He  conceived  a  diflike  to  Cromwell,  on 
being  refufed  one  of  his  daughters ;  and  though  he  had  before 
ftruck  in  with  all  his  meafures,  he  now  endeavoured  to  throw 
many  difficulties  in  his  way,  but  with  fo  much  caution,  that  ho 
was  not  called  to  any  account  for  fo  doins. 

Being  nourilhed  by  variety,  and  fond  ot  change,  and  having, 
at  the  fame  time,  always  an  eye  to  his  own  advantage,  ho 
aflifled,  privately,  Sir  George  Booth's  deiigns  in  the  Weil,  in  be« 
half  of  the  King,  which  he  denied  with  folcmn  imprecations, 
when  charged  therewith  by  the  Rump  Parliament.  At  the  Re* 
iloration,  in  which  he  aided,  he  was  one  of  the  twelve  members 
that  were  fent  on  that  occafion  to  compliment  the  King  at  tho 
Hague,  when  his  wit  and  vivacity  recommended  him  to  much 
notice.  It  was  at  this  time  he  received  a  hurt  in  his  iide,  by 
being  overturned  in  a  chaife,  which  was  attended  with  bad  con* 
A^quencesy  being  fome  years  after  cut  for  it,  an  iiluc  remained 
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A  fiery  foul,  which  working  out  its  way, 

Fretted  the  pigmy-body  to  decay. 

And  o'er-inform'd  the  tenement  of  clay. 

A  daring  pilot  in  extremity ; 

Pleas'd  with  the  danger,  when  the  waves  went 

high  160 

He  fought  the  ftorms  ;  but  for  a  calm  unfit. 
Would  fteer  too  nigh  the  fands  to  boaft  his  wit. 
Great  wits  are  fure  to  madnefs  near  ally'd. 
And  thin  partitions  do  their  bounds  divide  ; 
iElfe  why  (bould  he,  with  wealth  and  honour 

bleft,  j66 

Refufe  his  age  the  needful  hours  of  reft  ? 
Punifli  a  body  which  he  could  not  pleafe  ; 
Bankrupt  of  life,  yet  prodigal  of  eafe  ? 

open.  His  enemies  thence  took  occafion  to  ridicule  bim,  by 
calling  him  Tapflci.  independent  of  politics,  we  have  no  great 
room  to  think  highly  of  his  moral  charader ;  for  King  Charles, 
in  one  of  his  focial  hours,  told  him,  "  Shaftcfbuiy,  I  believe  you 
are  one  of  the  wickedefl  fellows  in  the  kingdom."  **  Of  a  fub^ 
jed,  Sir,"  anfwered  he  froartly,  "  it  may  be."  In  I672  he  was 
removed  from  the  exchequer,  of  which  he  was  chancellor  and 
iinder-trea(urer,  to  be  one  of  the  five  coromiffioners  appointed  to 
execute  the  office  of  lord  high  chancellor  of  England.  He  was 
alfo  one  of  the  privy-council,  and  a  member  of  that  famous  oM 
which  engrofTed  the  King's  entire  confidence.  Derrick. 

Ver.  152.     Far  cloje  defigns,  and  crooked  counfcls^/;]     Firfl 
edition  :  For  clofe  defigns,  and  crooked  counjel  fit.         *        • 

Ver.  154.     Rfjleji^   unfix'd  in  principles  and  placed]     Firft 
edition  :  ReiUefs,  unlix'd  in  principle  and  place.  *        * 

Ver.  158.    -— ^ the  tenement  ofciay.l    So  Milton.  Ode 

Nativ.  fi.  2. 

**  And  chofe  with  us  a  darkfome  hou/e  »f  mortal  clay." 

Toi>D. 
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And  all  to  leave  what  with  his  toil  he  won, 
To  that  unfcather'd  two-legg'd  thing,  a  fon;  170 
Got,  while  his  foul  did  huddled  notions  try; 
And  born  a  (hapelefs  lump,  like  anarchy. 
In  friend(hip  falfe,  implacahle  in  hate ; 
Refolv'd  to  ruin  or  to  rule  the  ftate. 
To  compafs  this  the  triple  bond  he  broke ;  175 
The  pillars  of  the  public  fafety  ftiook  ; 
And  fitted  Ifrael  for  a  foreign  yoke  : 

Ver.   175.    t^e  triple  bond  he  broke  \\     In  the  year 

1667 i  a  triple  alliance  was  entered  into  between  England,  Swe- 
dcn,  and  Holland,  which  was  diflblved  by  the  fecond  Dutch  war, 
to  which,  and  a.clofcr  connedlion  with  France,  Lord  Shaftefbury 
contributed  his  advice,  and  thereby 

fitted  Ifrael  for  a  foreign  yoke. 

The  remaining  lines  allude  to  his  having  changed  his  opinion, 
when  he  found  it  unpopular,  as  we  have  obferved  above,  down 
to 

Yet  fame  defined  no  memy  can  grudge^ 
The  ft  at  ef man  we  abhor  ^  but  praife  the  judge. 

With  all  his  failings  it  is  on  every  hand  allowed,  that  the  bu* 
fincfs  of  the  chancery  was  never  tranfaiiled  with  more  care  and 
exadnefs,  than  when  Lord  Shaftefbury  prefidcd  in  that  court. 
His  expedition  was  unparalleled  ;  he  made  it  his  fludy  to  bring 
matters  to  a  fpeedy  iifue ;  and  his  fpeeches  from  the  bench  were 
fo  ftrong  and  conclufive,  fo  fraught  with  knowledge,  and  fo  hap- 
pily exprefied,  that  his  meaning  was  plain  to  the  moil  indifferent 
conception.  The  poet  iliews  himfelf  truly  impartial,  in  thus 
rendering  him  his  due ;  and,  like  a  maderly  painter,  he  has 
thereby  thrown  a  (Irong  light  over  apiece  that  cannot  be  viewed 
to  great  advantage,  nor  placed  in  a  clear  fituation. 

He  had  in  his  younger  days  been  of  Lincoln's-Inn,  where  he 
fludied  the  law  with  great  attention;  but  his  paternal  inheritance 
was  foconiiderable,  that  he  thought  the  pradlicc  of  it  fuperfluous, 
except  in  this  elevated  llation,  the  dignity  of  which  he  carefully 
and  jU'licioufly  obferved.  He  proceeded  every  day  from  Exctcr- 
houfe  in  the  Strand,  where  he  then  lived,  with  vail  folemnity,  to 
Wefiroinfler ;  for  he  faid  the  credit  of  all  great  offices  (hould  be 
maintained  with  (late  and  ceremony.     lie  altered  nothing  of  his 
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Then  feizM  with  fear»  yet  ilill  afifeding  fame^ 
Ufurp'd  a  patriot's  all-atoning  name. 
So  eafy  ftill  it  proves  in  fa6lious  times^         iso 
With  public  zeal  to  cancel  private  crimes. 
How  fafe  is  treafon,  and  how  facred  ill. 
Where  none  can  fin  again  ft  the  peofJe's  will  ? 
Where  crowds  can  wink,  and  no  offence  be 

known, 
Since  in  another  s  guilt  they  find  their  own?  i85 
Yet  fame  defer v'd  no  enemy  can  grudge ; 
The  flatefman  we  abhor,  but  praife  the  judge. 

common  garb,  while  he  was  lord-chancelior,  only  added  an  ailn 
coloured  gown,  thrown  over  his  cioaths,  richly  laced  with  gold. 
How  amiable  does  the  charadler,  drawn  ol  him  in  the  paflfage 
•  now  before  us,  reprcfcnt  him  !  and  who,  without  grief,  can  fee 
it  fo  unhappily  contrailed  in  almoft  ail  the  red  of  his  Hie  ? 

Drreick. 

Ver.  179.  Ufurp'd  a  patriot's  all-atomng-nameJl  The  firft 
edition  reads  :  Aj}'um*d  a  patron's  alUatoning  name.  This  laft 
variation,  evidently  a  typographical  error,  fecms  to  have  been 
difcovered  and  corre6led  while  the  poem  was  going  through  the 
prefs.  There  is,  in  the  library  of  Sion  college,  a  copy  of  the  ^rfi 
edition,  which  reads :  AJj'wiiid  a  patriot's  all-atoning  name. 

Ver.  180 — 191.]  Thcfc  twelve  lines  were  added  in  the  fecond 
edition.  •        * 

Ver.  187.  Thejtate/man  we  abhor ^  hut  praife  the  judge ^  &c.} 
in  a  brief  account,  publiflied  in  16*84,  of  many  memorable  paf- 
fiiges  of  the  life  and  death  of  the  Earl  of  Shafteibury,  whole  ju- 
ridical charader  is  defcribed  in  this  and  the  four  following  lines 
by  Dryden,  it  is  related,  that  the  Farl  being  made  lord  chanceU 
lor  of  England,  he  executed  the  office  "  uith  (he  greatefi  judge" 
tnent  and  equity  imaginable*'  Granger,  in  his  difcrimination  of 
this  nobleman's  various  condudt,  beftow$  an  eulogium  on  this 
part  of  his  character  with  more  than  his  ufual  (Irength  of  die* 
tion,  and  in  the  very  fentiments  of  the  poet : — *'  When  we  can' 
fid/tr  him  as  fitting  in  the  highefi  tribunal  in  the  kingdmn^  explaining 
rnidcorre&ing  the  laws,  deleting  fraud,  and  exerting  all  tkcpofwen 
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In  Ifraers  eourts  ne  er  fat  an  Abethdin 
With  more  difcerning  eyes,  or  bands  more  clean, 
Unbrib'd,  unfought,  the  wretcbed  to  redrefs ; 
Swift  of  difpatch,  and  eafy  of  acccfs.  191 

Oh !  had  he  been  content  to  ferve  the  crown. 
With  virtues  only  proper  to  the  gown  ; 
Or  had  the  ranknefs  of  the  foil  been  freed. 
From  cockle,  that  opprefs'd  the  noble  feed ;  195 
David  for  him  his  tuneful  harp  had  ftrang. 
And  heaven  had  wanted  one  immortal  fong* 
But  wild  Ambition  loves  to  (lide,  not  iland. 
And  Fortune's  ice  prefers  to  Virtue's  land. 
Achitophel,  grown  weary  to  poifeis  200 

A  lawful  fame,  and  hizy  happinefs, 
Difdain'd  the  golden  fruit  to  gather  free. 
And  lent  the  crowd  his  arm  to  (hake  the  tree. 
Now,  manifeft  of  crimes  contrived  long  (ince, 
lie  flood  at  bold  defiance  with  his  prince ;    205 

of  hit  eloqwHce  on  thejide  qfJHjiice  ;  wt  admire  the  able  lawyer^  the 
commandwg  orator ^  and  the  upright  judge.  But  when  he  enters 
into  all  the  iniquitous  raeafure^  of  the  Cabal,  when  he  proiii- 
tute»  his  eloquence  to  cnflavc  his  country,  and  becomes  the  fac- 
tious leader,  and  the  popular  incendiary ;  we  regard  him  with 
an  equal  mixture  of  horror  and  regret."  Biog.  Hi(i.  voU  iii. 
p.  362,  2d  edit.  ToDU. 

Ver.  198.    But  wild  Ambition  lace$  tojlide^  notjtand,  * 
And  Fortune's  ice  prefers  to  Virtue's  landm} 

'  Quere :  Whether  from  Seneca  ?  Thycftes. 

Stetf  quicunque  volet,  potens 
Aulae  culmine  lubrico: — 

J#HK    WaRTOW. 

Vcr.  205.  Hejlood  at  bold  defance]  The  particular  circum- 
itance  that  drove  Shaftefbury  into  a  fuddcn  oppofition  to  the 
court,  was,  that  the  King,  alarmed  at  the  ftroog  remonltrances 
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Held  up  the  buckler  of  the  people's  caufe 
Againft  the  crown,  and  fculk'd  behind  the  laws. 
The  wifti'd  occafion  of  rhe  plot  he  takes ; 
Some  circumftances  finds,  but  more  he  makes. 
By  buzzing  emiifaries  fills  the  ears  210 

Of  liftening  crowds  with  jealoufies  and  fears 
Of  arbitrary  counfels  brought  to  light. 
And  proves  the  king  himfelf  a  Jebufite. 
Weak  arguments !  which  yet  he  knew  full  well, 
Were  firong  with  people  eafy  to  rebel.  215 

For,  governed  by  the  moon,  the  giddy  Jews 
Tread  the  fame  track  when  (he  the  prime  re- 
news ; 
And  once  in  twenty  years,  their  fcribe^  record. 
By  natural  inftindl  they  change  their  lord. 
Achitophel  dill  wants  a  chief,  and  none        220 
Was  found  fo  fit  as  warlike  Abfalon. 
Not  that  he  wifti'd  his  greatnefs  to  create. 
For  politicians  neither  love  nor  hate  : 

of  the  Commons  againft  popery,  and  a  rlifpcnfing  power,  anil 
breaking  with  his  oyrn  hands  the  feal  affixed  to  the  declaration 
of  indulgence,  and  granting  all  the  Commons  defired,  was  guilty 
himfelf  of  a  breach  of  promifc  to  his  new  minifters,  and  expofed 
them  to  the  vengeance  of  the  people.  To  efcape  which  ven- 
geance, the  Cabal  made  the  fame  fuddcn  turn  with  their  mailer ; 
fo  that  on  this  occafion,  Shaftefbiiry  faid,  "  The  prince  who  for- 
fook  himfelf,  defervcd  to  be  forfaken."  Dr.  J.  Wartov. 

Ver.  223.  For  polUicians]  The  faults  and  merits  of  minifters 
and  politicians  are,  in  all  governments,  efpccially  thofe  that  are 
free,  perpetually  exaggerated  and  carried  to  an  extreme.  Deep* 
laid  fchemes,  that  never  entered  their  thoughts,  are  afcribed  to 
them ;  and  they  are  frequently  accufed  of  artful  deHgns  to  intro- 
duce arbitrary  power,  when  iheir  folc  view  and  aim  has  been 
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But,  for  he  knew  his  title  not  aHow^d^  2i4, 

Would  keep  him  dill  depending  on  the  crowd  2 
That  kingly  power^   thus  ebbing  out|   might 

be 
Drawii  to  the  dregs  of  a  democracy^ 
Him  he  attempts  with  ftudied  arts  to  pleaie^ 
And  fheds  his  venom  in  fuch  words  as  thefe. 

Aufpicious  prince,  at  whofe  nativity  230 

Some  royal  planet  ruFd  the  fouthern  (ky  ; 
Thy  longing  country's  darling  and  deGre  ; 
Their  cloudy  pillar  and  their  guardian  fire : 

merely  to  keep  themfelves  in  office*  The  liHc  above  idfinuatety 
that  as  foon  as  they  become  minijlers^  they  ceafe  to  be  men^  ad 
infinuatioh  founded  on  fa^ton,  falfe  zeal^  and  ignorance  of  hiH 
man  nature.  Dr.  J.  Warton* 

Ver.  227-  brawn  to  the  dregs  of  a  democracy, 1  To  this,  alli- 
teration ^e  niiiy  not  unaptly  apply  the  obfervation  of  the  acute 
Dr.  Clarke;  in  an  alliterative  pafTage  iii  Homer:— 

XuirT«  x«^««  x^Xal/c  Rem  turpem  confuUi  verbarum  neuL^ftiAf 
dcpiiigit.     Ita  VirgiiiuS,  belli  civilis  horforem  ; 

Ncu  patri^  validas  in  vifcera  vertite  vires. 

i£n.  vi.  833. 
He  ufcs  this  line  again  in  The  Hind  and  Panther^  ver.  211. 

John  Waetoit. 

Ver.  230.  Aufpicious  prince,]  All  the  moft  powerful  topics 
that  could  be  Urged  to  kindle  the  latent  fparks  of  ambition  in  a 
Vain,  young,  fpirited,  unprincipled  prince,  are  here  brought  to* 
getber,  placed  in  the  moil  flriking  light,  and  fo  placed  as  each  to 
llrengthen  the  foregoing  one  with  matchlefs  dexterity  and  art ; 
fo  that  here  appears  what  Dr.  Johnfon  calls  the  predominant 
talent  of  our  poet,  Ratiocination.  In  line  299^  Dryden,  like  a 
true  abje£t  flatterer  of  defpotic  power,  thought  he  depreciatccl 
the  dodrine  of  a  limited  monarchy,  by  putting  a  commendation 
of  it  in  the  mouth  of  Shaftelbury.  Dr.  J.  VVartoit. 

VOL.  u  Q 
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7'heir  fecond  Moies,  whofe  extended  waod 
Divides  the  feas,  and  (hews  the  promised  land  : 
Whofe  dawning  day  in  every  didant  age,     236 
Has  exercisM  the  facred  prophet's  rage : 
The  people's  prayer,  the  glad  diviner's  them^y 
The  young  men^s  vifion,  and  the  old  men's 

dream ! 
Thee,  Saviour,  thee  the  nation's  vows  confefs,  240 
And,  never  fatisfy'd  with  feeing,  blefs : 
Swift  unbefpoken  pomps  thy  fteps  proclaim. 
And  flammering  babes  are  taught  to  li/p  thy 

name« 
How  long  wilt  thou  the  general  joy  detain, 
Starve  and  defraud  the  people  of  thy  reign  !  24* 
Content  inglorioufly  to  pafs  thy  days. 
Like  one  of  virtue's  fools  that  feed  on  praife  ; 
**Till  thy  frefli  glories  which  tiow  Ihine  fo  bright. 
Grow  dale,  and  tarniHi  with  our  daily  fight  1 
Believe  me,  royal  youth,  thy  fruit  muft  be  2SQ 
Or  gathered  ripe,  or  rot  upon  the  tree. 
Heaven  has  to  all  allotted,  foon  or  late. 
Some  lucky  revolution  of  their  fate  1 
Whofe  motions  if  we  watch  and  guide  with  (kill^ 
(For  human  good  depends  on  human  will,)  25$ 

V|er.  234.     ndojk  extended  xcand 

Divides  the'/cas,  andjhews  the  promised  landij 

Firft  edition : 

whofe  extended  wand 

Shuts  up  the  Teas,  and  Hiews  the  promised  land. 
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Our  fortune  rolls  as  from  a  ftnooth  defcent. 
And  from  the  firft  impreffion  takes  the  bent : 
But,  if  unfeiz'd,  ihe  glides  away  like  wind. 
And  leaves  repenting  folly  far  behind.  259 

Now,  now  (he  meets  you  with  a  glorious  prize. 
And  fpreads  her  locks  before  her  as  ihe  flies. 
Had  thus  old  David,  from  whofe  loins  you 

fpring. 
Not  dar'd  when  fortune  call'd  him  to  be  king, 
At  Gath  an  exile  he  might  Hill  remain. 
And  heaven^s  anointing  oil  had  been  in  vain.  3^5 
Let  his  fuccefsful  youth  your  hopes  engage ; 
But  ftiun  the  example  of  declining  age  : 
Behold  him  fetting  in  his  weflern  (kies. 
The  ihadows  lengthening  as  the  vapours  rife. 
He  is  not  now,  as  when  on  Jordan's  fand    270 
The  joyful  people  thronged  to  fee  him  land, 
Covering  the  beach,  and  blackening  all  thei 

flrand  ; 

But,  like  the  prince  of  angels,  from  his  height 
Comes  tumbhng  downward    with    dimini(h'd 

light : 

Ver.  261 .    And  Spreads  her  locks  before  her  asjhe^ies.'}     Firft 
edition.    Derrick  incorredly  has  : 

And  fpreads  her  locks  before  pou  as  ihe  dies. 

»         • 

Ver.  272.     Covering  the  beach ^  and  blackening  all  the  Jlrand ;] 
This  latter  cxpre{|^on  Pope  ha:5  adopted  : 

While  the  long  funVals  blacken  all  the  way 

John  WARfojr. 
Q  2 
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Betrayed  by  one  poor  plot  to  public  fcorn :  ffi 
(Our  only  bleifing  fince  his  cuiit  return :) 
Thofe  heaps  of  people  which  one  flieaf  did  bindf 
Blown  off  and  fcatter'd  by  a  puff  of  wind. 
What  ftrength  can  he  to  your  deiigns  oppofe^ 
Naked  of  friends  and  round  befet  with  foes  ?  939 
If  Pharaoh^s  doubtful  fuccour  he  (hould  uie, 
A  foreign  aid  would  more  incenfe  the  Jews : 
Proud  Egypt  would  diffembled  friendfhip  bring; 
Foment  the  war,  but  not  fupport  the  king : 
Nor  would  the  royal  party  e'er  unite  28S 

With  Pharaoh's  arms  to  aillft  the  Jebufite ; 
Or  if  they  ihould,    their  intereil  foon  would 

break, 
And  with  fucb  odious  aid  make  David  weak. 
All  forts  of  men  by  my  fuccefsful  arts, 
Abhorring  kings,  eHrange  theiralter'd  hearts  29# 
From  David^s  rule :  and  ^tis  their  general  cry. 
Religion,  commonwealth,  and  liberty. 
,  If  you,  as  champion  of  the  public  good. 
Add  to  their  arms  a  chief  of  royal  bloody 
What  may  not  Ifrael  hope,  and  what  applanie 
Might  fuch  a  general  gain  by  fuch  a  caufe  ?  296 
Not  barren  praife  alone,  that  gaudy  flower 
Fair  only  to  the  (ight,  but  folid  power : 
And  nobler  is  a  limited  command, 
Given  by  the  love  of  all  your  native  land,     300 

Ver.  291«  ■  and  'tit  their  general  cry  J  Firft  edition, 

and  'tis  (he  general  cry.  •        * 
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Than  a  fucceffive  title,  long  and  dark. 
Drawn  from  the  mouldy  roUs-of  Noah's  ark. 
What  cannot  praife  effe6t  in  mighty  minds. 
When  flattery  fooths,  and  when  ambition  blinds  ? 
Defire  of  power,  on  earth  a  vicious  weed,      305 
Yet  fprung  from  high  is  of  celeftial  feed: 
In  God  'tis  glory  ;  and  when  men  afpire, 
TTis  but  a  fpark  too  much  of  heavenly  fire. 
The  ambitious  youth  too  covetous  of  fame. 
Too  full  of  angel's  metal  in  his  frame,  s\q 

Unwarily  was  led  from  virtue's  ways. 
Made  drunk  with  honour,  and  debauch'd  with 

praife,  J 
Half  loth,  and  half  confenting  to  the  ill. 
For  royal  blood  within  him  llruggled  ftill. 
He  thus  reply 'd. — ^And  what  pretence  have  I 
To  take  up  arms  for  public  liberty  ?  316 

My  father  governs  with  unqueftion'd  right ; 
The  faith's  defender,  and  mankind's  delight ; 


Ver.  314,  For  royal  blood]  Firft  edition :  loyal.        ^        ^ 

Ver.  315,  ^ — And  xphat  pretence  kaoe  I]  The  feeming  re- 
lo^nce  of  Monmouth,  not  yet  totally  depraved,  to  comply 
with  the  dangerous  advice  of  his  fcducer^  his  profeflions  of  at« 
fedion,  loyalty,  and  refped  for  his  father,  to  whom  be  fondly 
afcribes  many  virtues  and  excellencies,  and  gratitude  for  favors 
received  from  him,  all  thefe  circumftances  are  ably  and  judl- 
ciouily  painted,  and  the  break  in  his  fpecch  at  line  347»  where 
he  comes  to  mention  the  Duke  of  York  as  fucceflbr  to  the  crown, 
is  particularly  artful.  As  is  the  wifh  at  line  363,  that  fate  had 
given  his  mind  another  turn>  and  fortune  made  him  either 
grater  Of  meaner.  Dr.  J,  Wailton« 
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Good,  gracious,  juft,  obfervant  of  the  laws ;  319 
And  heaven  by  wonders  has  efpous'd  his  caufe. 
Whom  has  he  wrong'd  in  all  his  peaceful  reign  ? 
Who  fues  for  judice  to  his  throne  in  vain  ? 
What  millions  has  he  pardon'd  of  his  foes. 
Whom  juft  revenge  did  to  his  wrath  expofe  ? 
Mild,  eafy,  humble,  ftudious  of  our  good  ;    325 
InclinM  to  mercy,  and  ayerie  from  blood. 
If  mildnefs  ill  with  ftubborn  Ifrael  fuit> 
His  crime  is  God's  beloved  attribute. 
What  could  he  gain  his  people  to  betray* 
Or  change  his  right  for  arbitrary  fway  ?         339 
Let  haughty  Pharaoh  curfe  with  fuch  a  reign 
His  fruitful  Nile,  and  yoke  a  fervile  train. 
If  David's  rule  Jerufalem  difpleafe. 
The  dog-ftar  heats  their  brains  to  this  difeafe. 
Why  then  (hould  I,  encouraging  the  bad,     335 
Turn  rebel  and  run  popularly  mad  ? 
Were  he  a  tyrant,  who,  by  lawlefs  might 
Opprefs'd  the  Jews,  and  raised  the  Jebufite, 
Well  might  I  mourn ;  but  nature's  holy  bands 
Would  curb  my  fpirits  and  reftrain  my  hands : 
The  people  might  affert  their  liberty ;  341 

But  what  was  right  in  them  were  crime  in  me. 
His  favour  leaves  me  nothing  to  require. 
Prevents  my  wifties,  and  out-runs  defire ; 
What  more  can  I  exped;  while  David  lives  ?  345 
All  but  his  kingly  diadem  he  gives  : 
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{And  that — But  there  he  paus'd  ;  then  iighing^ 

iaid — 
Is  juilly  deftin'd  for  a  worthier  head. 
For  when  my  father  from  his  toils  (hall  reft. 
And  late  augment  the  number  of  the  bleft^  350 
His  lawful  ifTue  fliall  the  throne  afcend^ 
Or  the  collateral  line^  where  that  (hall  end. 
His  brother,  though  opprefs'd  with  vulgar  fpite^ 
Yet  dauntlefs,  and  fecure  of  native  right. 
Of  every  royal  virtue  (lands  pofleft ;  355 

Still  dear  to  all  the  braveit  and  the  beft. 
His  courage  foes,  his  friends  his  truth  proclaim; 
His  loyalty  the  king,  the  world  his  fame. 
His  mercy  e'en  the  offending  crowd  will  find; 
For  fure  he  comes  of  a  forgiving  kind,  s6o 

Why  fliould  I  then  repine  at  heaven's  decree. 
Which  gives  me  no  pretence  to  royalty  ? 
Yet  oh  that  (ate  propitioufly  inclined. 
Had  raised  my  birth,  or  had  debased  my  mind ; 
To  my  large  foul  not  all  her  treafure  lent,    s65 
And  then  betrayed  it  to  a  mean  defcent ! 
I  find,  I  find  my  mounting  fpirits  bold. 
And  David's  part  difdains  my  mother's  mold. 

Ver,  357.  Ijind,  IJind  my  mounting  fpirits  bold^   He  had  Uia 
eye  on  Virgirs  Nifus  and  Euryalus. 

■»     ■  aliquid  jam  dud  urn  iiivadere  roagnQm 
Mens  agitat  inihi,  nee  placid^  contenta  quiete  efl« 

But  the  repetition  Ifindy  more  flrongly  reminds  us  of 
Eft  hie,  eft  animus  lucis  contcniptor. 

John  WARXONt 
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Why  nm  I  fcanted  by  a  niggard  birth  ? 
My  foul  difclaims  the  kindred  of  her  earth ;  srt^ 
And,  made  for  empire,  whifpers  me  within, 
Deiire  of  greatnefs  is  a  godlike  (in. 

Him  ftaggering  fo,  when  bell's  dire  Agent 
found. 
While    fainting    virtue  fcapce  inaintain'd  he? 

ground, 
}ie  pours  freth  forces  in,  and  thus  replies  s    374 

The  eternal  God,  fupremely  good  and  wife, 
Imparts  not  thefe  prodigious  gifts  in  vain  : 
What  wonders  are  referv'd  to  blefs  your  reign  f 
Againfl;  your  will  your  arguments  have  ihown. 
Such  virtue^s  only  given  to  guide  a  throne.  ssQ 
Not  that  your  fathers  mildnefs  I  contemn ; 
But  manly  force  becomes  the  diadem. 
Tis  true  he  grants  the  people  all  they  craves 
And  more  perhaps,  than  fubje£is  ought  to  have: 
For  laviQi  grants  fuppofe  a  monarch  tame,     ss^ 
And  more  hisgoodnefs  than  his  wit  proclaim. 
But  when  (hould  people  drive  their  bonds  tq 

break. 
If  not  when  kings  are  negligent  of  weak  ?- 
X^et  him  give  on  'till  he  can  give  no  more. 
The  thrifty  Sanhedrim  (hall  keep  him  poor;  39Q 
And  ^very  ihekel,  which  he  can  receive, 
Shall  cod  a  limb  of  his  prerogative. 
To  ply  him  with  new  plots  (hall  be  my  care ; 
Or  plunge  him  deep  in  fome  expenfive  war;  39^ 
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Which  when  his  treafure  can  no  more  fupply^ 
He  muft^  with  the  remains  of  kingibip,  buy 
His  faithful  friends,  our  jealoufies  and  fears 
Call  J  ebufites^  and  Pharaoh's  penfioners ; 
Whom  when  our  fury  from  his  aid  has  torn. 
He  (hall  be  naked  left  to  public  fcorn.  400 

The  next  fucceflbr,  whom  I  fear  and  hate, 
}Aj  art3  have  made  obnoxious  to  the  ftate  ; 
Turn'd  all  his  virtues  to  his  overthrow. 
And  gain'd  our  elders  to  pronounce  a  foe. 
His  right,  for  fums  of  neceflary  gold,  405 

Shall  firfi  be  pawq'd,  and  afterwards  be  fold ; 
^ill  time  ihall  ever-wanting  David  draw. 
To  pafs  your  doubtful  title  into  law ; 
Jf  not,  the  people  have  a  right  fupreme 
To  ipake  their  kings ;    for  kings  are  made  for 
them,  410 

AH  empire  is  no  more  than  power  in  truft, 
Which,  wheij  refum'd^  pan  be  np  longer  juft, 
Succeffion,  for  the  general  good  d^fign'd. 
In  its  owQ  wrong  a  nation  papnot  bind ; 

Ver.^lU  AH  empire]  He  thinks  he  ruffioiently  expofes  thii 
fiotiouoffhcppginanc)  ef>dof  goyerQinefit^  by  putting  it  into 
^he  mouth  of  a  feeming  profligate  puiitician.  Yet  this  opinioq 
|vas  held  by  Hooker,  by  Locke,  and  l^o^iy,  and  many  other 
|i|Ltional  vrUcins  on  ^overnfiient.  An4  l^is  fucccjTo]:  was  pf  a 
contrary  opinion,  faying, 

Th'  piormom  fa^tl^  of  qsany  made  for  one. 

Dr.  Jf  Wabto^. 


t34        ABSAUOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL, 

If  altering  that  the  people  can  relieve,  415 

Better  one  fuffer  than  a  nation  grieye. 

The  Jews  well  know  their  power :  ere  Saul  they 

chofe, 
God  was  their  king,  and  God  they  duril  de* 

poie. 
Urge  now  your  piety;  your  filial  name, 
A  father's  right,  and  fear  of  future  fame ;     490 
The  public  good,  that  univerfal  call, 
To  which  e*en  heaven  fubmitted,  anfwers  all* 
Nor  let  his  love  enchant  your  generous  mind ; 
'Tia  nature's  trick  to  propagate  her  kind* 
Our  fond  begetters,  who  would  never  die,    425 
Love  but  ihemfelves  in  their  pofterity. 
Or  let  his  kindnefs  by  the  effeCls  be  try*d, 
Or  let  him  lay  his  vain  pretence  aiide. 
God  faid,  he  lov'd  your  father;  could  he  bring 
A  better  proof,  than  to  anoint  him  king  ?     430 
It  furely  fliew'd  he  lov'd  the  (hepherd  well. 
Who  gave  fo  fair  a  flock  as  Ifrael. 
Would  David  have  you  thought  his  darling  fon  ? 
What  means  he  then  to  alienate  the  crown  ? 
The  name  of  godly  he  may  blufti  to  bear :     435 
Is't  after  God's  own  heart  to  cheat  his  heir  ? 


Ver.  416.  Better  one  fuffer  than  a  nation  gn>x»e.]  Firft  edition  ; 
million.  ♦         • 

Ver.  436.  Is't  qflcr  GotTs  own  heart  to  cheat  his  heir  ?]    The 
firft  edition  has 

'Tis  after  God's  own  heart  to  cheat  hib  heir.        tt^vnxS^, 
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He  to  his  brother  gives  fupreme  commaod. 

To  you  a  legacy  of  barren  land ; 

Perhaps  the  old  harp,  on  which  he  thrums  bis 

lays. 
Or  fome  dull  Hebrew  ballad  in  your  praife.  uo 
Then  the  next  heir,  a  prince  fevere  and  wife. 
Already  looks  on  you  with  jealous  eyes ; 
Sees  through  the  thin  difguifes  of  your  arts. 
And  marks  your  progrefsin  thepeople^s  hearts; 
Though  now  his  mighty  foul  its  grief  contains : 
He  meditates  revenge  who  leaft  complains ;  446 
And  hke  a  lion,  flumbering  in  the  way, 
Or  deep  diflembling,  while  he  waits  his  prey. 
His  fearlefs  foes  within  his  diilance  draws, 
Cbnftrains  his  roaring,  and  centralis  his  paws ; 
^Till  at  the  laft  his  time  for  fury  found,  451 

He  (hoots  with  fudden  vengeance  from  the 

ground ; 
The  proftrate  vulgar  pailes  o'er  and  fpares, 
But  with  a  lordly  rage  his  hunters  tears. 
Your  cafe  no  tame  expedients  will  aiFord :     455 
Refolve  on  death,  or  conquefl  by  the  fword. 
Which  for  no  lefs  a  flake  than  life  you  draw ; 
And  felf-defence  is  nature's  eldefl:  law. 


Ver.  447.  ^ndUkea  lion^l  Thcfc  lines  arc  forac  of  the  moft 
highly-finifhed  and  animated  of  any  in  the  whole  piece.  But  is 
not  Sbaftefbury,  by  introducing  this  line  fimile  in  his  fpeech  to 
Monmouth^  as  much  too  great  a  poet,  as  i£ucas  is  in  the  com- 
parifons  he  has  introduced  in  his  narration  to  Did6  in  the  fecond 
and  third  books  o^  the  i£neid  ?  Idr.  J.  Wakton, 
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Leave  the  warm  people  no  coofidering  time : 
For  then  rebellion  may  be  thought  a  crime,  45o 
Avail  jourfelf  of  what  occaiion  gives. 
But  try  your  title  while  your  father  lives : 
And  that  your  arms  may  have  a  fair  pretence. 
Proclaim  you  take  them  in  the  king's  defence ; 
Whofe  facred  life  each  minute  would  expofe  465 
To  plots,  from  feeming  friends,  and  fecret  foes. 
And  who  can  found  the  depth  of  David's  foul  ? 
Perhaps  his  fear  his  kindnefs  may  controuL 
He  fears  his  brother,  though  he  loves  his  fon. 
For  plighted  vows  too  late  to  be  undone.       470 
If  fo,  by  force  he  wifhes  to  be  gained : 
Like  women's  lechery  to  feem  conilrain  d. 
J)oubt  not ;    but,  when  he  moH  afie^  the 

frown. 
Commit  a  pleafing  rape  upon  the  crown* 
Secure  his  perfon  to  fecure  your  caufe :         47^ 
They  who  poffefs  the  prince  poifefs  the  laws. 

He  faid,  and  this  advice  above  the  refl, 
With  AbfaIom*s  mild  nature  fuited  bed ; 
Unblam'd  for  life,  ambition  fetafide. 
Not  flain  d  with  cruelty,  nor  puft  with  pride. 
How  happy  had  he  been,  if  defliny  4Si 

Had  higher  plac'd  his  birth,  or  not  fo  high  1 
His  kingly  virtues  might  have  claim'd  a  throne, 
And  bleft  all  olher  countries  but  his  own. 

Vor.  461.  Ay^W  your/elf  qftf hat  occqfian  gives f1  Firft  edition, 
f  retail  Sf^.  •        * 


Absalom  aI^d  achitophel.      »»? 

£ut  charming  greatnefs  iince  fo  few  refufe,  Mi 
^is  jufter  to  lament  him  than  accufe. 
Strong  were  his  hopes  a  rival  to  rem&ve. 
With  blandi(hments  to  gain  the  public  love : 
To  head  the  fa^on  while  their  zeal  was  hot. 
And  popularly  profecute  the  plot*  490 

To  further  this,  Achitophel  unites 
The  malcontents  of  all  the  Ifraelites : 
Whofe  differing  parties  he  could  wifely  join,. 
For  feveral  ends,  to  ferve  the  fame  defign. 
The  beft,  and  of  the  princes  fome  were  fuch,  4$^ 
Who  thought  the  power  of  monarchy  too  much; 
Miftaken  men,  and  patriots  in  their  hearts; 
Not  wicked,  but  feduc'd  by  impious  arts. 
By  thefe  the  fprings  of  property  were  bent. 
And  wound  fo  high,  they  crack'd  the  govern- 
ment. 500 
The  next  for  intereil  fought  to  embroil  the  fiate. 
To  fell  their  duty  at  a  dearer  rate ; 
And  make  their  Jewiih  markets  of  the  throne ; 
Pretending  public  good  to  ferve  their  own. 
Others  thought  kings  an  ufelefs  heavy  load,  505 
Who  coil  too  much,  and  did  too  little  good. 
Thefe  were  for  laying  honeft  David  by. 
On  principles  of  pure  good  hufbandry. 
With  them  join'd  all   the  haranguers  of  the 

throng. 
That  thought  to  get  preferment  by  the  tongue. 
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Who  follow  next  a  double  danger  bring,        sii 
Not  only  hating  David,  but  the  king; 
The  Solymaean  rout ;  well  vers'd  of  old. 
In  godly  faction,  and  in  treafon  bold ; 
Cowring  and  quaking  at  a  conqueror's  fword, 
But  lofty  to  a  lawful  prince  reftor'd ;  516 

Saw  with  difdain  an  Ethnic  plot  begun. 
And  fcorn'd  by  Jebuiites  to  be  outdone. 
Hot  Levites  headed  thefe ;  who  puU'd  before 
From  the  ark,  which  in  the  Judges'  days  they 

bore,  520 

RefumM  their  cant,  and  with  a  zealous  cry, 
Purfu'd  their  old  belov'd  Theocracy  : 
Where  Sanhedrim  and  prieft  enflav'd  the  na^ 

tion, 
And  juftified  their  fpoils  by  infpiration  : 
For  who  fo  fit  to  reign  as  Aaron's  race,        525 
If  once  dominion  they  could  found  in  grace  I 
Thefe  led  the  pa<:k;  though  not  of  fured  fcent. 
Yet  deeped  mouth'd  againil  the  government. 
A  numerous  hod  of  dreaming  faints  fucceed, 
Of  the  true  old  enthufiaftic  breed :  530 

'Gaind  form  and  order  they  their  power  em« 

ploy. 
Nothing  to  build,  and  all  things  to  dedroy. 


Ver.  525.  For  ishofojit  to  reign  as  Aaron's  raoc^  In  the  firil 
edition — 

For  who  fo  fix  for  reign  as  Aaron's  race.  •        • 
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But  far  mpre  numerous  was  the  berd  of  fucb. 
Who  think  too  little,,  and  who  talk  too  much.. 
Thefe  out  of  mere  inftinO:,  they  knew  not  why, 
Ador'd  their  fathers'  God  and  property;       536 
And  by  the  fame  blind  benefit  of  fate, 
The  devil  and  the  Jebufite  did  hate : 
Born  to  be  fav*d,  even  in  their  own  defpite, 
Becaufe  they  could  not  help  believing  right.  540 
Such  were  the  tools :  but  a  whole  Hydra  more 
Remains  of  fprouting  heads  too  long  to  fcore. 
Some  of  their  chiefs  were  princes  of  the  land ; 
In  the  firft  rank  of  thefe  did  Zimri  (land ; 


Ver.  544.  In  thejirft  ranlc]  It  will  be  difficult  to  find  in  Hortcei 
Boileati,  or  Pope,  any  portrait  drawn  with  fuch  truth  and  fpirit 
as  this  of  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Pope  entered  the  lifb 
with  his  mailer,  but  has  not  come  up  to  the  vigor,  the  variety 
of  follies  enumerated,  the  nice  difcriminations  of  foibles  and 
weaknefll'S,  ihc  tone  of  plcafantry  and  contempt,  the  contrari- 
eties and  inconfiftencies,  enumerated  b/  Dryden.  Thefo  lines 
were  intended  as  a  payment  in  full,  for  the  bitter,  but  deferved 
fatire  of  the  Rehearfal,  adted  about  nine  years  before.  Whe- 
ther Baycs  or  Zimri  be  placed  in  the  mure  ridiculous  light,  I 
will  not  determine.  But  undoubtedly,  the  very  unnatural  and 
forced  fentiments,  the  fuftian  and  bombaft  language,  the  inar- 
tificial plotsj  the  abfurd  fituations,  atid  total  want  of  decorum 
in  our  author's  plays,  are  expofed  in  the  Rehearfal  with  much 
good  manly  fenfe  and  found  criticifm.  And  I  cannot  but  be 
furprifed  that  Dr.  Johnfon  fhould  fpeak  of  this  piece  in  fo  con- 
temptuous a  manner,  calling  it  a  mere  farce,  and  wondering  it 
fhouid  be  thought  the  production  of  feycral  wits  united  ia  the 
fchente.  But  Dryden  was  fo  much  his  favourite,  that  he  has 
endeavoured  to  palliate  many  of  bis  faults,  and  almofl  to  defend 
his  rhime-tragedies,  faying,  '^  that  we  know  not  the  effed  it 
might  have  on  the  pailions  of  an  audience;  but  it  has  this  con- 
venience, that  fentences  Hand  more  independent  on  each  other, 
and  Hriking  palfages  are  therefore  eafily  feleded  and  retained. 
Thus  the  defeription  of  uight  in  the  Indian  Emperor,  and  the 
Rife  and  Fall  of  Empire  iu  the  Conquelt  of  Granada,  are  more 
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A  man  fo  various,  that  he  feem'd  to  be        i4i 

Not  one»  but  all  mankind's  epitome : 

frequently  repeated  than  any  lines  in  All  for  LoVe^  or  Don  Se-- 
baffian/'  Woe  to  that  tragedy  whale  merit  depends  on  ftlikii^ 
detached  paflagesy  on  feled  fentences,  and  florid  defcriptions  I 

Dn  J,  Waktok. 

Ibid.  -*'  '         iimri 

A  manfo  vanow^  that  hefeem'd  to  he 
Not  one^  but  aU  mafikind's  epitome :] 

Was  drawn  for  George  Villiers,  who  fuccecded  to  the  title  of 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  who  was  mur* 
dered  by  Feltou.     "  He  had  fome  wit,  great  vivacity,  was  th6 
roiniftei'  of  i4ot|  the  flave  of  intemperance,  a  pretended  atbeift, 
without  honor,  principle,  oeconomy,  or  difcretion/'    He  had  n 
£ne  perfon,  and  the  women  deemed  him  handfome ;  he  was  c»- 
pricious  and  farcaftic  i  fung  well ;  told  a  (lory  very  facetiouily  ; 
mimicked  the  failings  of  others  admirably ;  and  polTeiied  ftrong 
powers  for  ridicule ;    vcrfiOed  with  eafe :    but  knew  all  his  ac* 
complifliments,  and  foiled  them  by  his  intolerable  vanity.    He 
had  (liared  in  the  king's  exile,  and  coming  into  poiTeflion  of 
more  than  20,0001.  per  annum,  at  the  rcftoration^  was  a  great 
favorite*     In  l666  it  was  difcovercd,  that  he  had  endeavoured 
to  (lir  up  fuch  of  the  people  that  were  ill-difpofcd  to  the  govern- 
ment, becaufe  he  had  been  refufed  the  truft  of  prefident  of  the  * 
North.     In  the  following  year  he  made  his  peace  at  court,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Cabal,  which  was  made  up  of  fi%-e  mi- 
ni (lers,  in  whom  alone  the  king  for  fome  time  confided,  and  who 
led  him  into  meafures  that  were  produdive  of  ail  the  uneafineis 
he  afterwards  fuftained.     In  16? 5  he  became  a  favorer  of  the 
nonconformifts ;  and  in  the  affairs  of  the  Popifh  pfot,  and  bill  of 
exclulion,  iluck  clofe  to  Shaftefbury,  and,  with  all  his  (Ircngth 
and  influence^  oppofed  the  court.     Having  at  length  fc^uandered 
away  almoil  all  his  immenfe  fortune,  with  the  acquifuion  of  an 
infamous  charader,  he  departed  this  Ufe  in  \6^7i  lamented  by 
nobody,  according  to  Wood,  at  his  boufc  in  York(hire :  but 
Pope  fays,  he  died  in  the  utmoft  mifcry,  tn  a  remote  inn  in 
Vorkfliire,  having  run  through  a  fortune  of  50,0001.  a  year, 
and  been  pafielTed  of  fome  of  the  higheft  pofts  in  the  kingdom. 

*'  In  the  word  inn's  worft  room,  with  mat  half  hung, 
'<  The  floors  of  plaiftcr,  and  the  walls  of  dung; 
«•  On  once  a  fleck-bed,  but  repaired  with  draw, 
*'  With  tape-tied  curtains,  never  meant  to  draw,- 
"  The  George  and  Garter  dangling  from  that  bed', 
•*  Where  tawdry  yellow  ftrovc  with  dirty  red ; 
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Stiff  in  (^nions,  always  in  the  wrong ; 
Was  every  thing  by  ilarts,  and  nothing  long ; 
But,  in  the  courfe  of  one  revolving  moon,    549 
Was  chymift,  fidler,  ftatefman,  and  buffoon : 
Then  all  for  women,  painting,  rhiming,  drink- 

ing, 
Befides  ten  thoufand  freaks  that  dy'd  in  think* 

ing. 
Bleft  madman,  who  could  every  hour  employ, 
With  fomething  new  to  wifii,  or  to  enjoy  ! 
Railing  and  praifing  were  his  ufual  themes  ;  555 
And  both,  to  fhew  his  judgment,  in  extremes : 
So  over  violent,  or  over  civil. 
That  every  man  with  him  was  God  or  Devil. 
In  iquandering  wealth  was  his  peculiar  art : 
Nothing  went  unrewarded  but  defert.  560 

**  Great  Villiers  lies,  alas !  how  changed  from  him, 

'*  Hiat  life  of  pleafure,  and  that  foul  of  whim,  ^ 

**  Gallant  and  gay,  in  Cliefden's  proud  alcove, 

**  The  bow^r  of  wanton  Shrewfbury,  and  love : 

**  Or  juft  as  gay  at  council,  in  a  ring 

**  Of  miroiclLd  fiatefmeu,  and  a  merry  king. 

"  No  wit  to  flatter  left,  of  all  his  (lore ! 

**  No  fool  to  laugh  at,  which  he  valu'd  more. 

**  There  viOor  of  his  health,  of  fortune,  friends, 

'*  And  fame ;  this  lord  of  ufelefs  thoufands  ends.^ 

His  grace  was  the  author  of  feveral  pieces  of  entertainment, 
but  particularly  the  Rehearfal ;  the  Bayes  of  which  he  intended 
for  Dryden,  who  has  fully  avenged  himfelf  in  the  charader  of 
Zimri,  with  this  advantage,  that  the  pidlure  is  an  exad  reiem« 
blance.  Derrick, 

Ver.  550.  Was  chfmyt^  fdkr,  ^tfman^  and  In^oon:] 
Schaenobatcs,  augur,  medicus,  magus,  omnia  novit* 

JoHH  Wartoit* 

▼0L»  X*  9 
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Beggared   by  fools,  whom  (till  be  found  too 

late ; 
He  bafi  hU  jeilt  apd  tbey  had  his  eftate. 
He  laqgb'd  bim^^lffromcoqrt;  then  fought  re^* 

lief 
By  forming  parties,  but  could  ne  er  be  chief: 
Por,  fpite  of  him,  the  weight  of  buiinefs  fell  5£j 
On  Abfalom,  and  wife  Achitophel : 
Thus,  wicked  but  in  will,  of  means  bereft. 
He  left  not  fa6k^oo,  but  of  that  was  left. 

Titles  anfi  mmes  'twere  tedious  to  refaearfe 
Of  birds,  belqw  the  dignity  of  verfe.  57a 

Wits,  warriors,  commonw^th  Vmen,  were  the 

teft: 
Kind  hu4^nds,  and  mere  nobles,  all  the  reft. 
And  ther^fpre^  i»  th^  name  of  dulneis,  be 
The  well-hung  Balaam  and  cold  Caleb  free : 

Ver.  569*  Titleiandfuim€$]  Fourfco re  years  ago  it  might  havt 
been  intercfting  aud  entertaining  to  have  known  the  parti9ular 
hiftories  of  the  perfons  here  enumerated.  Who  enqaires  any 
thing  relating  to  BaUutm^  who  was  the  Barl  of  Huntingdon ;  to 
Nadab^  Lord  Howard  of  Efcrick ;  to  bull-faced  JwuUy  meaning 
Sir  William  Jones,  a  great  lawyer  of  his  time,  and  mentioned 
by  Burnet  asJMLving  refiifed  the  creat  feal ;  to  Shimti^  wh9  was 
Slingiby  Bethel,  Efqi  famou<»  for  his  avarice,  of  whom  our  poet 
fays  coarfely, 

**  Cool  was  his  kitchen,  though  his  brains  were  hot* 

The  only  perfon  of  whom  we  ^ifli  ^o  know  more  was  CM^ 
lyho  was  Ford  Lord  Grey,  whofe  i^emoirs  im«  very  curious. 

Dr.  J.  Wartov. 

Ver.  574»  1        cM  CaUbl  Lord  Grey,  who  was  child- 

less.   MS.  Note  by  Mr.  LuttreiU  Malokb, 
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And  canting  Nadab  let  oblivion  damn,  57s 
Who  made  new  porrige  for  the  pafchal  lamb« 

Yer.  575.  And  canting  Nadab  let  oblivion  damn, 

Who  made  new  porrige  for  the  pq/chal  lamb.] 
Nadab  is  Lard  Howard  of  Eicricky  who  took  the  facmne&t 
in  Iambus  wool.     MS.  Note  by  Mr.  Luctrell. 

Malows. 

Fordy  Lord  Grey  of  Werk,  was  ftrondy  attached  to  the  Duke 
ofMoDmouthy  a  zealous  promoter  of  Lord  Shaftelbury's  mea- 
fures,  and  a  conftant  opponent  of  the  court.  He  was  a  fmootk 
talker,  poffeflfed  of  a  large  eftate,  both  which  accomplifliments 
cave  him  influence  among  the  people.  Being  concerned  in  the 
Ryehoufe-ploty  he  was  arrefted,and  examined  before  the  privy- 
councily  who  ordered  him  to  the  Tower;  but  when  the  meflen- 
ger,  who  bad  the  care  of  him,  brought  him  thither,  the  gates 
were  fhutf  it  being  late,  and  they  could  not  get  in  ;  fo  that  they 
fpent  the  whole  night  together,  and  drank  pretty  freely.  In  the 
morning  they  came  to  the  Tower  again  very  early,  the  doors 
not  being  as  yet  opened  ;  and  his  keeper,  who  was  very  drunk, 
falling  aflcep,  he  turned  down  towards  the  wharf,  and  taking 
oars,  got  off  to  Holland.  Here  he  joined  his  old  friend  Mon* 
mouth,  whom  he  contributed  to  fpirit  up  to  the  rebellion  in 
the  enfuing  reign,  that  brought  that  unhappy  nobleman  to  the 
block. 

The  Duke  is  faid  to  have  relied  much  upon  him  to  very  lit- 
tle purpofe ;  for  he  was  charged  with  having  made  a  poor  and 
cowardly  figure  at  Scdgemore,  where  he  headed  the  Duke's  ca- 
valry, which  was,  by  his  daftardly  behaviour,  thrown  into  con. 
fuiion,  and  the  king's  forces  obtained  a  complete  vidory.  Lor<! 
Grey  was  taken  at  Holtbridge  in  a  (hepherd's  habit;  and  the 
duke  himiclf  was  foon  after  feized  in  a  ditch,  difguifed  like  a 
peafant,  with  a  few  peafe  in  his  pocket ;  neither  of  them  be* 
baved  with  compofure  or  equanimity,  and  both  were  brought 
prifonen  together  to  London.  Monmouth's  fate  has  been  aU 
ready  taken  notice  of ;  but  Lord  Grey's  life  was  faved  by  a  pro* 
per  application  of  feveral  fums  of  money ;  Lord  Rocheuer  hav* 
ing  touched  16OOOI.  He  was,  befides,  mean  enough  to  confefs 
every  thing  that  he  knew  relative  to  Monmouth,  or  his  defigns, 
and  even  appeared  as  an  evidence  againil  feveral  perfons :  how- 
ever, he  had  before  ftipulated  for  their  lives. 

Lord  Howard  was  bred  up  in  republican  principles ;  he  was  a 
profefied  enemy  to  monarchical  government,  ftuck  faft  to  all 
Shaftelbury'a  feditious  undertakings,  and  was  very  adive  in  pro- 
iqoting  riots,  and  oppofing  the  Tory  intercil  in  the  city.    He 
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Let  friendfiiip  s  holy  band  fome  names  aflure; 
Some  their  own  worth,  and  fome  let  fcorn  fe- 

cure. 
Nor  (hall  the  rafcal  rabble  here  have  place,    579 
Whom  kings  no  titles  gaw,  and  God  no  grace : 
Not  bull*fac'd  Jonas,  who  could  (latutes  draw 
To  mean  rebelHon,  and  make  treafon  law. 
But  he,  though  bad,  is  followed  by  a  worfe. 
The  wretch  who  heaven's  anointed  dar'd  to  curfe ; 

had  been  committed  to  the  Tower,  for  endeavouring  to  perfuade 
Fitflbarrisy  who  wa«  tried  for  being  concerned  in  a  feditious  li- 
bel, to  accufe  the  king,  qacen,  and  duke,  of  fome  defigns  againft 
the  people's  liberty ;  and  was  actually  engaged  fo  far  in  tba 
Kyenoufe-plot,  as  to  have  liAened  to  a  fcheme  propofed  for 
murdering  the  king.  Lord  RufTi*!,  and  fome  other  men  of  ho« 
nor,  linked  in  this  confpiracy,  knew  of  nothing  but  a  defign  ot 
fecuring  his  royal  perfon,  till  fuch  time  as  they  ftiould  have  ob- 
tained from  him  a  certainty  of  the  fupport  and  firm  cflablifli'* 
ment  of  the  Proteilaut  religion,  which  tbefe  patriots,  not  with<«. 
out  reafon,  fuppofed  to  be  in  fome  danger. 

A  warrant  being  iflued  out  againd  him  on  this  account,  h« 
was  found  hid  in  a  chimney  in  his  own  houfe,  and  tvhen  dragged 
down,  behaved  in  the  moil  contemptible  manner,  bewailing  his 
misfortune  with  tears,  promiGng  to  reveal  every  thing  he  knew; 
and  he  kept  his  word,  being  ufed  as  a  witnefs  againft  the  good 
Liord  Rulfel,  and  many  other  people  in  great  eftimation :  nor 
did  the  fucceeding  reign  excufe  his  being  flill  called  upon  to  do 
their  dirty  work,  a  drudgery  of  which  he  complained  in  heavy 
terms.  Dkkkick. 

Ver.  576.  Who  made  new  porrig<i]  I  have  avoided  in  thefe  re* 
marks,  the  irkfome,  and,  perhaps,  ufelefs  talk,  of  pointing  oat, 
from  time  to  time,  the  many  vulgar,  familiar,  flat,  coarie^ 
and  profaic  expreflions,  into  which  our  author  fo  frequently  and 
unexpededly  falls^  in  the  midil  of  paflages  remarkably  beau* 
liful: 

■         medio  de  fonte  leporum 

Surgit  amari  aliquid.  Dr.  J.  Wa&tok. 

Vcr.  581.  ■■■'  ■■■-  Jonas,  ivho  could ftatutcs  draw]  Sir  William 
J^iies,    He  drew  the  Habeas  Corpus  A^.       MS.  Luttrell. 

Ma  LONE, 


' 
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Shimeiy  \vhofe  youth  did  early  pfomife  bring  sss 
Of  zeal  to  God  and  hatred  to  his  king ; 
Did  wifely  from  expeniive  fins  refrain, 
And  never  broke  the  fabbath,  but  for  gain  : 
Nor  ever  was  he  known  an  oath  to  vent, 
Or  curfe,  unlefs  againft  the  government.       590 
Thus  heaping  wealth,  by  the  moft  ready  way 
Among  the  Jews,  which  was  to  cheat  and  pray : 

Ver.  585.  Shimeiy  whofe  youth  did  early  promife  bring]  In  the 
firft  edition : 

Shimeiy  whofe  earfy  youth  did  promife  bring. 

Ibid.    Shimei^  tohofe  youth  did  early  vromife  bring 
Ofzeai  to  God  and  hatred  to  his  king;] 

Shimei,  Slingfby  Bethel,  Efq.  by  poll  chofen  one  of  the  ih&» 
rifik  for  the  city  of  London,  on  Midfummer-day,  1680,  was  a 
zealous  fanatic,  and  had  been  formerly  one  of  the  committee  of 
fafety ;  however,  to  render  bimfelf  fit  for  his  office,  he  received 
the  iacraroent,  and  renounced  the  covenant,  but  not  his  fadUous 
principles.  Burnet  calls  him  a  man  of  knowledge,  and  fays  iie 
tvrote  a  learned  book  about  the  intereft  of  princes ;  but  that  iEiis 
miferable  way  of  living,  and  miferly  difpofition,  was  very  pre* 
judicial  to  his  party,  and  rendered  him  difagreeable  to  every 
body. 

When  the  king,  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  had  changed  Lord 
Stafford's  fentence  from  hanging  to  beheading,  he  officioufly 
and  impudently  petitioned  the  Houfe  ef  Commons,  to  know 
whether  fuch  a  right  was  veiled  in  the  king }  And  he  and  his  col- 
league, Henry  Cornifli,  tampered  with  Fitz-Harris,  while  in 
Newgate,  about  introducing^he  names  of  the  king,  the  queen^ 
or  the  duke,  as  concerned  in  the  Popi(h  plot ;  and  promifing 
him,  in  cafe  he  could  only  trump  up  a  formal  Aory  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  not  only  his  life,  but  reditution  of  his  efiate,  which  had 
been  forfeited  in  the  Iri(h  rebellion :  for  Fitz-Harris  was  an 
Irifti  Roman  (}atholic. 

Cornifh  was  a  plain-fpoken  honefl  republican,  who  temporized! 
for  the  good  of  his  party ;  he  was  unjuftly  accufed  in  l6B5  of 
high  treafon,  and  hurried  out  of  the  world  without  being  al« 
lowed  time  fufficient  to  prepare  for  his  defence,  for  he  was  tried, 
condemned,  and  executed  in  a  week  i    but  King  James  was 
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The  city  to  reward  his  pious  hate 
Againft  his  mafter,  chofe  him  raagiftrate. 
His  hand  a  vare  of  juftice  did  uphold  ;  sgs 

His  neck  was  loaded  with  a  chain  of  gold. 
During  his  office  treafon  was  no  crime ; 
The  fons  of  Belial  had  a  glorious  lime : 
For  Shimei,  though  not  prodigal  of  pelf» 
Yet  lov'd  his  wicked  neighbour  as  himfelf.    600 
When  two  or  three  were  gathered  to  declaim 
Againft  the  monarch  of  Jerufalem, 
Shimei  was  always  in  the  midft  of  them  : 
And  if  they  curs'd  the  k'mg  when  he  was  by. 
Would  rather  curfe  than  break  good  company. 
If  any  durft  his  fa6lious  friends  accuie,  606 

He  packed  a  jury  of  diilenting  Jews  ; 
Whofe  fellow-feeling  in  the  godly  caufe 
Would  free  the  fuf&ring  faint  from  human  laws. 
For  laws  are  only  made  to  puni(h  thoi^        610 
Who  ferve  the  king,  and  to  prote£l  his  foes. 
If  any  leifure  time  he  had  from  power, 
(Becaufe  'tis  fin  to  mifemploy  an  hour,) 


(hortf y  after  fo  well  convinced  of  hi^  innocence,  that  he  reflored 
hiseftate  to  his  family,  and  condemned  the  tviro  witnefles.that 
had  appeared  againft  him,  Colonel  Riimfej,  and  Goodenough 
the  attorney,  to  perpetual  imprifonment.  Dsreick. 

Ver.  594.  Jgakifi  hk  mqfier^  chqfe  kirn  nuigi^rate.]  Sheriff. 
MS.  liUttrelL  Malohb. 

Ver.  595.         ■    ■  a  vare  tfJuJUce]  Thtw  the  iirft  edition,^ 
Derrick  read9  wife.  *        * 
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His  bufinefs  was»  by  writing  to  perfuade, 
That  kings  were  ufelefs,  and  a  clog  to  trttde:  615 
And^  that  his  noble  ftyle  he  might  refine. 
No  Rechabite  more  fliunn'd  the  fumes  of  wine. 
Chafie  were  his  cellars,  and  his  (hrieTal  board 
The  gro&nefs  of  a  city  feaft  abhorred :  619 

His  cooks  with  long  difufe  their  trade  forgot ; 
Cool  was  bis  kitchen,    though  his  brains  wer^ 

.  hot. 
Such  frugal  virtue  malice  may  afccufe ; 
But  fure  'twas  necei&ry  to  the  Jews  : 
Por  towns,  once  burnt,  fuch  magiftrates  require 
As  dare  ntot  tempt  Grod's  providence  by  fire.  6u 
With  fpiritnal  food  he  fed  his  fervaiirts  well. 
But  free  from  flefti  that  made  the  Jews  rebel : 
And  Mofes'  laws  he  held  in  more  account, 
Far  forty  days  of  fading  in  the  mount. 
To  fpeak  the  reft  who  better  are  forgot,       630 
Would  tire  a  well-breath'd  witnefs  of  the  plot. 
Yet  Corah,  thou  (halt  from  oblivion  pafs ; 
Ered.  thyfelf,  thou  monum^Atal  brais, 

Ver.  614.  Hit  bufmefs  xoaii  by  writing  to  perfuade^  ^c]  See  his 
"  Intcreft  of  tlie  feveral  Proteflant  Powers."  MS.  Note  by  Mr. 
Luttrell.  Ma  LONE. 

Ver.  61 8.  C^e  were  his  cellars^  and  his  Jhrieoal  hoards  ^-c] 
He  kept  a  very  poor  and  fcaodalous  fhrievaltry.  MS.  Note  by 
Mr.  Luttrell.  Ma  lok  x. 

Ver.  032.  Tet  Cor(jJiy'\  This  was  Titus  Oates^  the  informer  of 
the  execrable  Popifh  plot,  which  was  fo  loaded  with  abfurdi- 
ties  and  inconliflencies,  that  to  have  believed  it,  is  a.  laibnc 
difgrace  to  the  people  of  this  country.  He  was  himfelf  the  moft 
iniamotts  of  men  \  and  among  other  crimes^  had  been  indited 
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High  as  the  ferpent  of  thy  metal  made. 

While  nations  (land  fecure  beneath  thy  (hade. 

What,  though  his  birth  were  bafe,  yet  comets 

rife  636 

From  earthly  vapours,  ere  they  (hine  in  (kies. 

Prodigious  actions  may  as  well  be  done 

By  weaver's  iffue,  as  by  prince's  fon. 

This  arch^tteilor  for  the  pubUc  good  640 

By  that  one  deed  ennobles  all  his  blood. 

Who  ever  aik'd  the  witoefles'  high  race, 

Whofe    oath   with   martyrdom    did    Stephen 
grace  ? 

Ours  was  a  Levite,  and  as  times  went  then. 
His  tribe  were  God  Almighty's  gentlemen.  64S 


for  perjury ;  and  been  expelled  from  a  chaplainfhip  in  the  fleet 
on  complaint  of  fome  unnatural  prances.  So  ample  an  account 
has  been  given  of  the  intended  murders,  maflTacres,  and  cruel* 
ties,  by  Burnet,  Ecbard,  North,  and  Hume,  that  they  need 
not,  and  cannot,  be  detailed  in  this  place,  and  are  indeed  fuf- 
ficiently  known.  Oates  for  his  difcovery  was  by  the  Parlia- 
ment recommended  to  the  king,  was  lodged  in  Whitehall,  and 
protedcd  by  guards,  and  had  a  penfion  of  l^OOl.  a  year.  Bat 
m  the  fucceeding  reign>  l685,  this  abandoned  villain  was  con* 
vided  of  the  moft  atrocious  perjury,  on  the  fuUeft  and  cleared 
evidence,  was  fined  a  theufand  marks  on  each  of  two  indid- 
ments,  and  fentenced  to  be  whipped  on  two  different  days  from 
Aldgate  to  Newgate,  to  be  imprifoned  for  life,  and  to  be  pillo« 
ried  Bye  times  every  year.  All  this  he  furvived,  and  in  the  fuc* 
ceeding  reign,  obtained  a  pcnfion  of  2001.  a-year* 

Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  637*  From  earthly  umours]  Earthy^  firil  edition. 

« 

VcT.  639.  By  vKCPoer^a  iffke^  4f .]  Titus  Oates  was  the  fon  of  a 
weaver.    MS.  Note  by  Mr.  LuttrelK  Mai.ohi. 
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Sunk  were  his  eyes,  his  voice  was  harfli  and 

loud  9 
Sure  iigns  he  neither  choleric  was,  nor  proud : 
His  long  chin  proved  his   wit ;   his  faint-like 

grace 
A  church  Vermillion,  and  a  Mofes'  face* 
His  memory,  miraculouily  great,  650 

Could  plots,  exceeding  man's  belief,  repeat ; 
Which  therefore  cannot  be  accounted  lies, 
For  human  wit  could  never  fuch  devife. 
Some  future  truths  are  mingled  in  his  book  ; 
But  where  the  witnefs  faird,  the  prophet  fpoke  : 
Some  things  like  vifionary  flights  appear  ;    656 
The  fpirit   caught  him  up   the  Lord  knows 

where ; 
And  gave  him  his  rabbinical  degree. 
Unknown  to  foreign  univerfity. 
His  judgment  yet  his  memory  did  excel ;      669 
Which  piec'd  his  wonderous  evidence  fo  well. 
And  fuited  to  the  temper  of  the  times. 
Then  groaning  under  Jebufitic  crimes. 
Let  IfraeVs  foes  fufpe6i  his  heavenly  call. 
And  raOily  judge  his  writ  apocryphal ;  665 

Our  laws  for  fuch  affronts  have  forfeits  made : 
He  takes  his  life  who  takes  away  his  trade. 

Yer.  666,  Some  thingg  like  vffionary  flights  appear  ;]  Firft  edi- 
tion.   Derrick  hBsJliglU^  ♦         • 

Ver.  659'  Unknown  to  foreign  univer/ity.']   He  pretended   to 
bmre  takeu  a  degree  at  Sakmanca.  MS*  Note  by  Mr.  LiittrelL 

Malohi* 
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Were  I  myfelf  in  witnefs  Corah's  place. 
The  wretch  who  did  me  fuch  a  dire  difgrace. 
Should  whet  my  memory,  though  once  forgot. 
To  make  him  an  appendix  of  my  plot.  671 

His  zeal  to  heaven  made  him  his  prince  defpife, 
And  load  bis  perfon  with  indignities. . 
But  zeal  peculiar  privilege  afibrds. 
Indulging  latitude  to  deeds  and  words:     •   675 
And  Corab  might  for  Agag's  murder  call. 
In  terms  as  coarfe  as  Samuel  us'd  to  SauL 


Ver.  676,  And  Corah  might  for  Aga^t  murder  call,]  Agag, 
Sir  Edmondbury  Godfrey,  a  juflice  of  peace,  before  whom  Oatcs 
had  made  his  firft  depofidon,  and  who  was,  foou  after^  found 
murdered  in  a  ditch  near  Primrofe-hiil^  on  the  road  to  Hamp* 
fiead,  his  fword  being  run  quite  through  his  body,  without  any 
effuGon  of  blood.  This  was  done,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  with  a 
view  to  make  people  think  he  had  murdered  himfelf;  whereas, 
in  fad,  his  death  was  occafioned  by  firangling,  a  broad  livid 
mark  being  plain  round  his  neck,  which  was  broken,  and  his 
breafl  bruifed  in  feveral  places,  as  if  he  had  been  kneeled  or 
trampled  upon.  His  gloves  and  cane  lay  near  him,  his  iboes 
were  clean,  and  his  money  untouched.  It  is  very  furprifing, 
that  his  murderers  were  never  difcovered,  though  Bedloe,  an  in- 
famous wretched  incendiary,  fwore  the  crime  againft  t\to  or 
three  innocent  people,  who  fuffered  death.  The  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury took  prodigious  pains  to  force  feme  unhappy  perfons  to 
fwear  it  upon  the  Papifb,  offering  them  5001.  reward,  in  cafe 
they  acqitiefced ;  anti  menacing  them  in  the  fevcreft  manner,  if 
they  refufed.*  He  threatened  one  Mrs.  Mary  Gibbons,  a  relation 
of  Sir  Godfrey's,  that  (lie  (hould  be  worried  to  death,  as  dogs 
worry  cats,  unlefs  (he  confefled  that  Sir  John  Banks,  Mr.  Pc- 
pys,  and  Mr.  De  Puy,  knew  fomething  of  the  murder:  by  his 
rude  behaviour  the  woman  was  thrown  into  fits,  and  her  life  en- 
dangered ;  lie  labored  hard  to  induce  the  two  men  who  firil 
found  the  corpfe,  to  lay  the  murder  upon  fome  great  Roman 
Catholic  ;  but  thougli  they  were  both  in  mean  circumftances,  he 
<5ould  not  pervert  their  honcfty.  Nor  had  he  more  fuccefs  with 
Francis  Carrol,  an  honefl  common  hackney  coachman,  whom 
fome  of  his  emiifaries  accuied  of  having  carried  the  corpfe  in  his 
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What  others  in  his  evidence  did  join, 
The  bed  that  could  be  had  for  love  or  coin. 
In  Corah's  own  predicament  will  fall :  680 

For  witnefs  is  a  common  name  to  all. 

Surrounded  thus  with  friends  of  every  fort, 
Deluded  Abfalom  forfakes  the  court : 


coach,  to  the  place  in  which  it  was  found.  This  poor  man  was 
confined  in  Newgate  near  two  months,  loaded  with  irons,  en- 
clofed  in  a  dungeon,  the  noifomenefs  of  which  was  contagious, 
and  adually  kept  from  Thurfday  to  Sunday  without  victuals,  in 
fuch  mifery,  that  he  begged  hard  for  a  knife  to  end  a  wretched 
life,  which  he  faid  he  would  rather  forfeit  than  Aain  his  foul 
with  perjury.  He  was  at  length  difmiflVd,  after  having  given 
proofs  of  integrity,  that  would  have  done  honour  to  the  moil 
refined  underftanding. 

The  inconHdencies  and  contradictions  of  the  witncfles,  who 
pretended  to  know  the  circumftances  of  Sir  Godfrey's  death,  fuf- 
licicntly  acquit  the  different  perfons  who  fuffered  upon  their  tef- 
timony.  Perhaps  he  was  difpatched  in  reality  by  fome  zealous 
Papidy  who  feared  that  Oates's  information  might  be  prejudi- 
cial to  the  Catholic  interefl,  and  that  the  juflice  might  be  here- 
after fummoned  as  a  fecondary  evidence ;  or  may  be,  it  was 
perpetrated  by  the  contrivers  and  inventors  of  the  Popiih  plot, 
to  throw  the  greater  odium  on  the  court,  and  the  party  they 
meant  to  ruin  :  if  fo,  they  fucceeded  to  admiration. 

*'  Sir  Edmondfbury  Godfrey  was  a  man  ©f  a  very  good  cha- 
"  rader,  of  a  referved  melancholy  turn  of  mind,  an  enemy  to 
^*  all  perfecution,  and  rather  a  protestor  than  profecutor  of 
"  Nonconform  ids.  He  had,  with  reludlancc,  received  Oates's 
"  information.  As  to  the  report  that  prevailed  of  his  having 
**  been  murdered  by  the  Papifts,  becaufe  their  violent  enemy, 
''  it  was  without  any  manner  of  foundation,  for  he  was  upon 
**  good  terms  with  the  party  in  general.  It  has  been  affirmed, 
**  that  he  hanged  himfelf  in  his  own  houfc,  and  that  his  two  bro- 
^*  thers,  who  were  his  next  heirs,  had  the  body  conveyed 
^*  abroad,  and  the  fword  run  through  it,  that  fo  it  might  be 
"  thought  he  was  aifaffinated,  and  the  crown  thereby  prevented 
''  from  feizing  on  his  effeds." — Burnet,  Echard,  Smollett. 

Derrick. 


Ver.  683.  Deluded  Jb/alom]  I  int)ended  to  have  pointed  out, 
as  we  pa£fed  along,  the  art  and  dexterity  of  the  poet  in  adapting 
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Impatient  of  high  hopes,  urg'd  with  renown. 
And  fired  with  near  poiTeflion  of  a  crown.      6ss 
The  admiring  crowd  are  dazzled  with  furprize. 
And  on  his  goodly  perfon  feed  their  eyes. 


the  Scripture^ftory  to  his  defign ;  but  the  parallel  is  fo  broken 
and  disjointed,  and  fo  imperfcdly  purfued,  that  I  was  forced  to 
drop  that  defign.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  686.  The  admiring  crtmd  art  dauUd  mth  farprize^ 
And  on  his  goodly  perfon  feed  their  eyes^ 

Here  the  poet  defcribes  the  tour  taken  by  the  Duke  of  !Mon- 
inouth  after  his  return  from  Holland,  without  the  king's  leave, 
and  with  the  advice  of  Shuftefbury,  to  whofe  councils  he  had 
fatally  refigned  himfclf.  This  progrefs,  he  juftiy  obferves, 
though  couched  under  the  notion  of  its  being  made  for  hunting, 
and  the  diverfions  of  the  country,  was,  in  reality,  to  try  how 
the  people  Aood  affected ;  whether  the  fufpicions  againd  the 
queen  and  the  Duke  of  York  were  fufficiently  inculcated,  to 
give  Monmouth  an  opportunity  of  mounting  the  throne,  in  cafe 
of\he  king's  death;  and  his  ambition  he  difguifed  under  the 
fpecious  pretences  of  his  being  the  king's  lawful  fon,  whofe  right 
Vias  fupprefled  to  make  way  for  an  uncle's  ufurpation ;  of  his 
being  the  avowed  champion  of  (he  Proteftant  religion,  and  the 
only  one  of  the  royal  family,  who  had  the  courage  openly  to  de- 
clare himfelf  an  enemy  to  Popery  and  flavcry. 

With  regard  to  the  make  and  outward  graces  of  Monmouth's 
perfon  (fays  Grammont)  nature  never  formed  a  man  more  com- 
plete. Every  feature  of  his  face  had  a  peculiar  delicacy,  and 
altogether  exhibited  a  countenance,  beautiful  without  efiemi- 
iiacy,  manly,  yet  not  robuft.  His  body  was  finely  formed ;  he 
was  extremely  agile,  fenced  admirably,  and  was  one  of  the  beCk 
horfenion  of  his  time ;  but  he  had  a  foul  very  unequal  to  fuch 
ft  tenement.  He  had  no  feutiments  of  his  own ;  his  voice  was 
pleafmg;  his  manner  of  exprefTrng  himfelf  captivating;  but 
thefe  accompliflimcnts  were  ufed  only  to  deliver  the  thoughts 
and  words  of  other  people.  He  was  ra(h  in  his  undertakings  ; 
irrefolute  and  uncertain  in  the  execution;  abiedl  and  cowering 
in  diflrefs;  he  begged  his  life  of  James  Ih  with  tears  in  his  eyes. 
That  monarch  treated  his  forrow  (lightly ;  the  queen  infultcd  it. 
When  he  found  he  had  no  hopes  of  life,  he  aflumed  an  air  of 
philofophic  calmuefs,  and  met  death  with  indifference.  He 
was  brave  in  the  field,  felt  for  the  diftrefles  of  humanity,  was 
kind  to  his  inferiors^'and  naturally  very  generous.    With  thefe 
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His  joy  conceaVd,  he  fets  himfelf  to  Ihow ; 
On  each  fide  boM^ing  popularly  low  : 
His  looks,  his  geftures,  and  his  words  he  frames, 
And  with  familiar  eafe  repeats  their  names.  691 
Thus  fonnd  by  nature,  fumifhM  out  with  arts, 
He  glides  unfelt  into  their  fecret  hearts. 
Then,  with  a  kind  compaffionating  look, 
Andfighs,  befpeaking  pity  ere  he  fpoke,     '€95 
Few  words  he  faid  ;  but  eafy  thofe  and  fit. 
More  flow  than  Hybla-drops,  and  far  more 
fweet. 
I  mourn,  my  countrymen,  your  lofl  eflate ; 
Though  far  unable  to  prevent  your  fate : 
Behold  a  baniftiM  man  for  your  dear  caufe  700 
Exposed  a  prey  to  arbitrary  laws ! 
Yet  oh !  that  I  alone  could  be  undone. 
Cut  off  from  empire,  and  no  more  a  fon ! 
Now  all  your  liberties  a  fpoil  are  made ;         \ 
Egypt  and  Tyrus  intercept  your  trade,     705  v 
And  Jebufites  your  facred  rites  invade.  ) 

My  father,  whom  with  reverence  yet  I  name, 
Charm'd  into  eafe,  is  carelefs  of  his  fame ; 
Andy  bribed  with  petty  fums  of  foreign  gold. 
Is  grown  in  Bathfheba's  embraces  old ;  710 

virtues  he  might  have  proved  a  friend  to  his  country,  and  a  pil- 
lar of  the  throne,  had  fortune  thrown  him  into  the  hands  of 
honeft  men ;  for  his  ruin  was  owing  to  his  connections,  not  to 
himfelf.  Derrick. 

Vcr.  68S.  HUJoy  amctal'df]  Firft  edition :  Diffmbling^w. 
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Exalts  his  enemies;  his  friends  deftroys ; 
And  all  his  power  againft  himfelf  employs. 
He  givesi  and  let  him  give,  my  right  away : 
But  why  (hould  he  his  own  and  yours  betray  ? 
He,  only  he,  can  make  the  nation  bleed,    715 
And  he  alone  from  my  revenge  is  freed. 
Take  then  my  tears,  with  that  he  wip'd  his  eyes, 
'Tis  all  the  aid  my  prefent  power  fupplies : 
No  court-informer  can  thefe  arms  accufe ; 
Thefe  arms  may  fons  againft  their  fathers  ufe: 
And  'tis  my  wifti,  the  next  fucceflbr's  reign 721 
May  make  no  other  Ifraelite  complain. 

Youth,  beauty,  graceful  a6lion  feldom  fail ; 
But  common  intereft  always  will  prevail : 
And  pity  never  ceafes  to  be  (hown  7^5 

To  him  who  makes  the  people's  wrongs  his  own. 
The  crowd,  that  ftill  believe  their  kings  opprefs, 
With  lifted  hands  their  young  Mefliah  blefs : 
Who  now  begins  his  progrefs  to  ordain 
With  chariots,  horfemen,  and  a  numerous  train : 
From  eaft  to  weft  his  glories  he  difplays,       7^1 
And,  like  the  fun,  the  promised  land  furveys* 
Fame  runs  before  him  as  the  morning-*ftar. 
And  fliouts  of  joy  ialute  him  from  afer : 
Each  houfe  receives  him  as  a  guardian  god,  735 
And  confecrates  the  place  of  his  abode. 

Vcr.  723.  Youths  beauty  J  graceful  aSian feldom  fail ;} 

Tutatur  favor  Euryalura,  lachrymseque  decora, 
Gratior  et  pulchro  veniens  in  corpore  Ttrtus. 

John  Warton. 


ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL.        ^55 

But  hofpitable  treats  did  moft  commend 
Wife  Iflachar,  his  wealthy  weftern  friend. 
This  moving  courts    that  caught  the  people^s 

eyes. 
And  feem'd  but  pomp,  did  other  ends  difguife : 
Achitophel  had  formed  it,  with  intent  741 

To  found  the  depths,  and  fathom  where  it  went. 
The  people's  hearts,   diftinguifh  friends  from 

foes; 
And  try  their  ftrength,  before  they  came  to 

blows* 
Yet  all  was  colored  with  a  fmooth  pretence  745 
Of  fpecious  love,  and  duty  to  their  prince. 
Religion,  and  redrefs  of  grievances. 
Two  names  that  always  cheat,  and  always  pleafe^ 
Are  often  urg'd ;  and  good  king  David  s  life 
Endangered  by  a  brother  and  a  wife.  750 

Thus  in  a  pageant  ihew  a  plot  is  made ; 
And  peace  itfelf  is  war  in  mafquerade. 
Oh  foolifli  Ifrael  I  never  warn'd  by  ill  f 
Still  the  iame  bait,  and  circumvented  dill ! 


Ver.  7dS. weaUhf   wq/tern  frUnd.]    Kfachar  wat 

Thomas  Thynnc,  Efq.  anceftor  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath«  one  of 
the  moft  opulent  commoners  in  the  kingdom,  and  therefore 
ufually  called  Tom  of  Ten  Thoufand.  He  had  once  been  a  fa« 
▼ourite  of  the  Duke  of  York,  but  he  afterwards  magnificently 
entertained  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  all  his  attendants,  when 
he  made  a  progrefs  into  the  weft,  at  his  noble  houfe  at  Long- 
leat.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  742.  Tofwnd  the  depths,]  Firft  edition :    To  found  the 
Ayrt.  ♦        • 
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Did  ever  men  forfake  their  prefent  eafe,        7ss 
In  midft  of  health  imagine  a  difeafe ; 
Take  pains  contingent  mifchiefs  to  forefee. 
Make  heirs  for  monarchs,  and  for  God  decree  ? 
What  (hall  we  think  ?  Can  people  give  away. 
Both  for  themfelves  and  fons,  their  native  fway  ? 
Then  they  are  left  defenceleis  to  the  fword     761 
Of  each  unbounded,  arbitrary  lord  : 
And  laws  are  vain,  by  which  we  right  enjoy. 
If  kings  unqueftion'd  can  thofe  laws  defbroy. 
Yet  if  the  crowd  be  judge  of  fit  and  juft,      76a 
And  kiugs  are  only  officers  in  trull, 
Then  this  refuming  covenant  was  declared 
When  kings  were  made,  or  is  for  ever  barr*d. 
If  thofe  who  gave  the  fcepter  could  not  tie 
By  their  own  deed  their  own  pofterity,         770 
How  then  cou'd  Adam  bind  his  future  race  ? 
How  cou'd  his  forfeit  on  mankind  take  place  ? 
Or  how  cou'd  heavenly  juftice  damn  us  all. 
Who  ne'er  confented  to  our  father's  fall  ? 
Then  kings  are  ilaves  to  thofe  whom  they  com- 
mand, 775 
And  tenants  to  their  people's  pleafure  ftand. 
Add,  that  the  power  for  property  aUow'd 
Is  mifchievoufly  feated  in  the  crowd : 


Ver.  777.  Add,  that  the  power  for  property  allotvd]    Iq  tfae 
firft  edition : 

Thai  power  wkick  it  for  property  allow'd. 
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For  who  can  be  fecure  of  private  right, 
If  fovereign  fway  may  be.diflblv'd  by  might  ?  780 
Nor  is  the  people^s  judgment  always  true: 
The  moft  may  err  as  grofly  as  the  few  P 
And  faultlefs  kings  run  down  by  common  cry. 
For  vice,  oppreffion,  and  for  tyranny. 
What  ilandard  is  there  in  a  fickle  rout,  7S5 

Which,  flowing  to  the  mark,  runs  fafter  out  ? 
Nor  only  crowds  but  Sanhedrims  may  be 
Infe6i;ed  with  this  public  lunacy, 
And  fhare  the  madnefs  of  rebellious  ^times. 
To  murder  monarchs  for  imagined  crimes.     790 
If  they  may  give  and  take  whene'er  they  pleafe, 
Not  kings  alone,  tlie  Godhead's  images. 
But  government  itfelf  at  length  mufl  fall 
To. nature's  flate,  where  all  have  right  to  all. 
Yet  grant  our  lords  the  people  kings  can  make, 
W^^t^  prudent  men    a  fettled   throne  would 

ihake  ?  796 

For  whatfoe  er  their  fufferings  were  before,  ' 
That  change   they  covet  makes  them  fuffer 

more.' 
All  other  errors  but  difturb  a  ftate ; 
But  innovation  is  the  blow  of  fate.  soo 

If  ancient  fabrics  nod,  and  threat  to  fall. 
To  patch  their  flaws,  and  buttrefs  up  the  wall, 

Vcr.  80«.  To  patch  thcir/flte*,]  Firft  edition  :  the  flaws. 

VOL.1,  .     S 
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Yet  not  before  the  goal  of  honour  won,      sss 
All  parts  fulfiU'd  of  fubje6i  and  of  fon : 
Swift  was  the  race,  but  ftiort  the  time  to  run. 
Oh  narrow  circle,  but  of  power  divine. 
Scanted  in  fpace,  but  perfe6l  in  thy  line  ! 
By  fea,   by  land,   thy  matchlefs  worth  was 
known,  840 

Arms  thy  delight,  and  war  was  all  thy  own : 
Thy  force  infus'd  the  fainting  Tyrians  propped : 
And  haughty  Pharaoh  found  his  fortune ftopp'd. 
Oh  ancient  honour!  Oh  unconquer'd  hand,  844 
Whom  foes  unpunifh'd  never  could  withftand  I 
But  Ifrael  was  unworthy  of  his  name  ; 
Short  is  the  date  of  all  immoderate  fame. 
It  looks  as  heaven  our  ruin  had  defign'd. 
And  durfl  not  trufl  thy  fortune  and  thy  mind. 


Ver.  842.  Th^  force  infused  the  fainting  Tyrians  prop*d  : 
And  haughty  Pharaoh  found  his  fortune  Jlop'd.] 
•  Lord  Oflbry  having  married  a  Dutch  lady,  lived  fome  time  in 
Holland,  and  was  of  fignal  fervice  in  preventing  the  progrefs  of 
the  French  arms,  by  his  knowledge  and  advice. 

Dee&ick. 

Ver.  844.  Oh  andent  honor  !  Oh  unconquer'd  hand,"] 
Heu  pietas,  heu  prifca  fides^  invidaque  bello 
Dextera!  John  Warton. 

Ver.  846.     But  Ifrael  wa$  ufmorthy  of  his  name; 

Short  is  the  date  of  all  immoderate  fame.]  In  th« 

firft  edition  we  find 

• 

But  Ifrael  was  unworthy  of  thy  hirth^ 
Short  is  the  date  of  all  immoJerate  vsorth. 
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N0W9  free  from  earth,  thy  difencumber'd  foul 
Mounts  up,  and  leaves  behind  the  clouds  and 

ftarry  pole :  ssi 

From  thence  thy  kindred  legions  mayft  thou 

bring. 
To  aid  the  guardian  angel  of  thy  king. 
Here^ftop,  my  mufe,  here  ceafe  thy  painful 

flight: 
No  pin^ns  can  purfue  immortal  height :       sss 
Tell  good  Barzillai  thou  canft  iing  no  more, 
And  tell  thy  foul  fhe  fhould  have  fled  before : 
Or  fled  (he  with  his  life,  and  left  this  verfe 
To  hang  on  her  departed  patron's  hearfe  ? 
Now  take  thy  fteepy  flight  from  heaven,  and 

fee  860 

If  thou  canft  find  on  earth  another  he  : 
Another  he  would  be  too  hard  to  find  ; 
See  then  whom  thou  canfl  fee  not  far  behind. 
Zadoc  the  prieft,  whom,  (hunning  power  and 

place. 
His  lowly  mind  advanced  to  David's  grace.  s65 

Ver.  858.     •  and  Itfi  this  verfe 

To  hang  on  her  departed  patron* s  hearjr  f\  This  al- 
ludes to  the  cuftom  of  affixing  poems  to  the  pall  or  hearfe.  See 
Milton's  Lat.  Eleg.  li.  22.  And  his  epitaph  on  ike  Marckimiefi 
^Winchefier,  ver.  58,  &c.  ToDi>. 

Ver.  864.  the  pri^y]  Sancroft  (Zadoc)  was  ad- 
vanced from  the  deanery  of  St.  Paul's  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury. 
He  had  confiderable  learning,  but  was  a  man  of  folemn  and 
fullen  gravity  and  deportment.  He  feldom  mixed  in  company, 
but  led  a  itrid  and  afcetic  life*  He  lived  unmarried,  and  ra- 
th(er  encouraged  celibacy  in  his  clerg^r .    He  was  fo  cold,  re- 
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With  him  the  Sagan  of  Jerufaleniy 

Of  bofpitable  foul,  and  rioMe  ftem  ; 

Him  of  the  weftern  dome,  yifhofe  weighty  fenfe 

Flows  in  fit  words  and  heavenly  eloquence. 

The  prophets'  fons,  by  fuch  example  led,      sro 

To  learning  and  to  loyalty  were  bred  : 

For  colleges  on  bounteous  kings  depend, 

And  never  rebel  was  to  arts  a  friend* 

To  thefe  fiicceed  the  pillars  of  the  laws ; 

Who  bed  can  plead,  and  beft  can  judge  a  cauie. 

fcrved,  4iid  |>oeHfb»  tlmt  hm  lovei  fcim*  HeWie^  in  #  Aate  of 
feparation  from  tbe  irhurcb ;  luit  had  not  the  courage  to  own 
it.  His  deatli,  4Uy8  Burnet,  ought  to  liave  potsn  eD4  to  the 
(ohMm  th»t  (ohm  were  ond^Touring  to  vaife^  on  the  pc$|eiioe 
that  a  pi^rliameQtary  deprtvatitm  was  tiever  to  be  tf:llowcd,  and 
therefore  they  looked  on  Sancroft  as  the  archbkhop  flill,  mnd 
reckoned  Tillotfon  aq  ufurpc^/.  Dr»  J.  Wartoh. 

Vor,  866.  —  ■■  ■■  the  Sagan  of  Jenijhiem^  This  was 
Compton,  brolbrrtd  the  .Kari  of  NArthtnof  ton,  H«ving  ci^c* 
ricd  apnis  f^r  fomc  years,  be  .was  paffed  thirty  when  he  took  or- 
ders, ttc  appHt'd  himiW  ntore  to  his  fun^ion  than  biihops, 
Ti^s  RitPiiet,  liiiH.C(4aiuio«UydoQc*  liis  prrfiching  was  wkhouc 
much  life  or  learning;.  He  was  a  great  patron  o(  the  converts 
from  popery,  and  of  thofc  proteftants,  whom  Uh)  ^»i  ufage  they 
were  beginning  to  meet  with  in  France,  dtovo  orer  to  us.  The 
puke  of  York  hated  him.  This  was  the  biAop  ^a1^  carried  the 
princcfs  Anne  to  Notiingham,  in  order  to  join  the  party  of  ibo 
rrincc  of  Orange.  Dr.  J.  W^htoi^ 

y«r,  9$%,  Mm  (^th  ix^cni\  This  w«s  I>olben,  who  was 
<biihop  of  ilfocbofter,  .und  ffucceededrStDrnc  in  the  a,rcbbiflioprtck 
«f  Yorki  a  m^Rt  fays  Burnot.  o(  n)«ifc  fpirU  than  diArretiop, 
aneiiceHent  preacher,  but  of  a  free  convQrfation»  which  laid 
)|im  open  to  mvch  ccnfiire  in  a  .vitious  court.  Doring  the  re- 
hcUiou  be  t>ore  armi^  and  W9S  ^made  a  major  by  Charics  J. 

Dr*  J.  WaftTOK. 

Ver.  875.  Wko  bfift  c^n  fkad^  mkd  M  CMn  Judge  a  caufeJ] 
Firft  edition : 

Who  hQfixQuld  plead,  aadiheft  can  ju^ge  »  cnufc, 
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Next  them  a  train  of  loyal  peers  afceod ;        976 
Sharp-judging  Adriel,  the  mufes'  frienc). 
Himfelf  a  mufe :  in  Sanhedrin's  debate 
True  to  bis  prince,  but  not  a  fiave  of  ftate : 
Whom  David's  love  with  honours  did  adorn*  sso 
That  frpip  his  difobedienl  fon  wcfre  |:orn. 
Jotham  of  piercing  wit,  and  pregnant  thpjijgbt : 
Endued  by  nature,  and  by  learning  taught^ 


Vcr.  877*  Siarp-judging  Jdrkl,]  ShcfficW,  Earl  pjf  Mulr 
grave,  AdriclyWas  a  man  of  a  fir.cpcrfon,  elegant  ipa^crs,  and 
infinuating  addrcfs.  When  they  were  both  young,  he  paid  hU 
addreft  to  Oueen  Anno,  and  to  prevent  a  connexion  /Charles 
IL  is  faid  to  have  contrived  a  cruel  and  unjufiifiahle  fcheni^  of 
fending  him  toTangiers  in  a  ihip  fo  ^.ra^y  as  to  have  ^Irowned 
biro.  lio  was  always  tirm  in  his  attachmejut  t9  Jannes  If.  for 
which,  with  great  liberality.  King  William  onpe  ^pipi|iende4 
faim,  and  after  fomeycai-s  took  him  into  favour,  and  gave  him  a 
peufion  of  30001.  a-ycar.  He  was  a  mf^n  of  wi(  an4  parts,  not 
a  genius.  His  poems  arc  feeble  and  ^i'^O^v  notwithilc^ndin^ 
Drydcn  has  fo  profufely  praifed  his  Eflay  on  jroetry.  3uit  tfie 
profc  is  terfe,  perii)icuous,  and  elegant,  and  his  ipcmpirs  fo  cu- 
rious, that  we  muA  regret  they  were  left  unfinlfbed.  He  imi* 
Uted  the  Cxfars  of  the  Emperor  Julian,  a  capital  piece  of  fa*, 
tire,  equal  to  any  part  of  Lucian,  in  a  piece  called  the  AjOTenk- 
bly  of  the  gods,  where  many  contemporary  princes  ar^  intrc^ 
ducecL  1  cannot  forbear  mentioning  ^  fly  iarcafm  on  King 
'William,  to  whom  Jupiter  himfelf  is  laid  to  have  (hewn  ^reac 
eftcem ;  but  was  fufpet^ted  a  little  of  fome  partiality,  on  s^ccoui^t 
of  bis  own  proceeding  \>ith  old  father  Sat.urn* 

Dr.  J.  W^&Tp|7» 

Vcr.  882.  Jaikam  ^pierciag  n»Y,]  Firft  edition :  Jothftn  of 
reoAf  wit.  ^        t 

Ibid.  — ~—  qfjnerdng  wit  A  The  Marquis  of  Halifax,  J(^ 
tfaam,  was,  in  Hume's  opinion,  the  man  who  pofleiied  the  fined 
genius  and  mod  extfniive  capacity  of  all  employed  in  public 
afiaii*s,  by  Charles  H.  Hume  is  of  opinion,  that  tlie  many  v«* 
nations  he  was  guilty  of  in  his  political  conduct,  for  he  voted 
firft  for  the  excTufion  bill,  then  lor  limitations,  th<n  for  expe- 
dients, and  was  then  on  good  terms  with  the  Duke,  might  b^ 
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To  move  aflemblies,  who  but  only  try'd        •«S4 
The  worfe  awhile,  then  chofe  the  better  fide : 
Nor  chofe  alone,  but  turn'd  the  balance  too  ; 
So  much  the  weight  of  one  brave  man  can  do. 
Hufhai,  the  friend  of  David  in  diftrefs ; 
In  public  ftorms,  of  manly  iledfaftneis : 
By  foreign  treaties  he  informed  his  youth,      890 
And  join  d  experience  to  his  native  truth. 


the  effe€ts  of  his  integrity,  rather  than  of  his  ambition.  Lord 
Orford,  in  his  Noble  Authors,  p.  86,  vol.  ii.  is  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion.  He  wrote  many  pamphlets  on  topics  then  agi- 
tated, now  forgotten.  His  Advice  to  a  Daughter  is  ftill  read. 
Notwith (landing  the  great  change  of  manners,  it  would  be  amu- 
fmg  to  compare  it  with  Mrs.  Hannah  More's  Strictures.  His 
/moral,  political,  and  mifcellancous  thoughts  are  fuU  of  pene- 
tration and  a  deep  knowledge  of  men  and  manners. 

Dr.  J.  Wartow. 

Ver.  888.  Hvjhaif  the  friend  of  David  in  difirefs  ;]  .LsiUTtnce 
Hyde,  fecond  fou  to  Edward  the  great  Earl  of  Clarendon,  was 
advanced  to  the  earldom  of  Rochefler,  and  made  treafurer  in 
l682,  but  removed  from  the  treafury  in  l684,  to  the  office  of 
prcfident  of  the  council,  a  pod  of  more  rank  but  lefs  advantage, 
which  gave  the  lively  Marquis  of  Halifax  occafion  to  fay,  that 
"  he  had  heard  of  many  people  being  kicked  down  Hairs,  but 
the  Earl  of  Rocheftcr  was  the  firft  he  had  ever  known  kicked 
up."  He  was  incorrupt,  fincere,  warm,  and  violent;  writ 
well,  but  not  a  graceful  fpeaker,  though  fmooth  and  plaufible. 
He  defended  his  father  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  ftrength 
of  argument,  and  power  of  elocution,  that  (hewed  him  mafter 
of  great  abilities ;  and  yet  with  fo  much  decency  and  difcretion, 
as  not  to  embroil  himfelf  with  his  opponents.  Through  the 
whole  of  King  Charles's  reign,  he  deported  himfelf  with  fomuch 
real  fidelity  to  his  matter,  and  fuch  prudence,  that  he  was  not 
particularly  pointed  at,  or  ridiculed  by  any  party. 

Dbrrick. 

Ver.  890.  By  foreign  treaties  he  inform'd  his  youth,]  In  l676 
he  went  on  an  embafiy  to  Poland,  was  one  of  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries at  the  treaty  of  Nimcguen,  and  afterwards  amba(rador 
in  Holland,  where  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  honor.  He  wi^s 
(Irongly  againft  the  bill  of  exclufion.  D£RRick« 
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His  frugal  care  fupply'd  the  wanting  throne ; 
Frugal  for  that,  but  bounteous  of  his  own : 
Tis  eafy  condu6l  when  exchequers  flow ; 
But  hard  the  tafk  to  manage  well  the  low  :  sgs 
For  fovereign  power  is  too  deprefs*d  or  high, 
When  kings  are  forc'd  to  fell,  or  crowds  to  buy. 
Indulge  one  labour  more,  my  weary  muie. 
For  Amiel :  who  can  Amiel's  praife  refufe  ? 
Of  ancient  race  by  birth,  but  nobler  yet      900 
In  his  own  worth,  and  without  title  great : 
The  Sanhedrim  long  time  as  chief  he  rulV), 
Their  reafon  guided,  and  their  paffion  cool'd : 
So  dextrous  was  he  in  the  crown's  defence. 
So  form'd  to  fpeak  a  loyal  nation's  fenfe,    ^  905 
That,  as  their  band  was  Ifrael's  tribes  in  fihall, 
So  fit  was  he  to  reprefent  them  all. 
Now  rafher  charioteers  the  feat  afcend, 
Whofe  loofe  careers  his  ileady  {kill  commend  : 
They,  like  the  unequal  ruler  of  the  day,       910 
Mifguide  the  feafons,  and  miftake  the  way : 

Ver.  899.  who  can  AmeVa  prai/e]  Sir  Edward  Sey- 
mour, Amie],  was  a  man  of  high  birth,  being  the  elder  branch 
of  that  family,  of  great  boldiie&y  vivacity  of  parts,  and  a  grace- 
ful manner,  though  of  infufferable  pride.  Burnet  fays,  he  was 
the  fir/l  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  that  was  not  bred  to 
the  law.  He  knew  the  houfe  and  every  man  in  it  fo  well,  that 
by  looking  about  he  could  tell  the  fate  of  any  queftion.  Charles 
II.  loved  him  pe^(onalW>  though  he  frequently  voted  againft  his 
meafures*  But  one^  having  voted  for  the  court,  the  king  faid 
to  him,  "  You  were  sot  againft  me  to-day."  He  immediately 
anfwcred— ^  No,  fir,  I  was  againft  my  confcience  to-day .'- 

Dr.  J.  Wartow. 


tflS        ABSALOM  AND  ACHITQPHEL* 

While  he  withdrawn  at  their  mad  labours  fmilesy 
And  fafe  enjoys  the  fabbath  of  bis  toils. 
Thefe  were  the  chief,  a  ftnall  but  faithful 
.  band 
Of  worthies,    in   the  breach  who  dar'd  to 

(land,  pi3 

And  tempt  the  united  fury  of  the  land. 
With  grief  they  view'd  fuch  powerful  engines 

bent, 
To  batter  down  the  lawful  government. 
A  numerous  fad;ion,  with  pretended  frights. 
In  Sanhedrims  to  plume  the  regal  rights ;     ^o 
The  true  fucceflbr  from  the  court  remov'd ; 
The  plot,  by  hireling  witneflTes,  improv'd. 
Thefe  iUs  they  iaw,  and,  as  their  duty  bound. 
They  (hew'd  the  king  the  danger  of  the  wound ; 
That  no  concefiions  from  the  throne  would 

pleafe,  P25 

But  lenitives  fomented  the  diiieafe : 
That  Abialom,  ambitious  of  the  crown, 
AVas  made  the  lure  to  draw  the  people  down : 

Ver.  9^14.  Thife  xvere  ike  chiefs]  If  this  be  confidered,  fays 
Dr.  J^oKnfoiiy  as  a  poem  political  and  controverfial,  it  will  be 
found  to  coropriie  all  the  excellencies  of  which  the  fubjed  is 
fufceptifolc ;  acrimony  of  ccnfure,  elegance  of  praife,  artful  de- 
lineations of  cbara^crsy  variety  and  vigour  of  fentimcnty  happy 
turns  of  language,  and  ploafing  harmony  of  Burobers ;  and  aU 
Jthofc  raifed  to  tuoh  a  height,  as  can  fcarcely  be  found  in  any 
other  Englifh  compoiition*  On  this  exaggerated  panegyric  I 
will  only  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  if  this  poem  is  of  a  nature 
purely  and  merely  political  and  cootroverfial,  it  docs  not  par- 
take of  the  eifencc  of  real  poetry.  Dr.  J.  WAaTOK. 
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That  &lfe  Achitophers  pernicious  hate 
Had  turnM  the  plot  to  ruin  church  and  ftate : 
The  council  violent,  the  rabble  worfe :         931 
That  Shimei  taught  Jeru&lem  to  curfe* 

With  all  tbefe  loads  of  injuries  oppreft. 
And  long  re%'olving  in  bis  careful  bread; 
The  event  of  things,  at  laft  his  patience  tir'd,  935 
Thus,  from  his  royal  throne,  by  heaven  infpir  d^ 
The  godlike  David  fpoke  ;  with  aivful  fear 
His  train  their  Mak^r  in  their  mailer  hear. 

Thus  long  have  I,  by  native  mercy  fway'd. 
My  wrongs  diiTembled,  my  revenge  delayed :  940 
So  wilUng  to  forgive  the  offending  age ; 
80  much  the  father  did  the  kingafluage. 
But  now  fo  far  my  clemency  they  flight. 
The  offerers  4^fiion  my  forgiving  right ; 
That  one  was  made  for  many,  they  contend ; 
But  'tis  to  rule ;  £>r  that's  a  monarch's  end.    946 
They  call  my  teodernefs  of  blood,  my  fear : 
Though  manly  tempers  can  the  longeft  bear. 
Yet,  (ince  they  will  divert  my  native  courfe, 
^is  time  to  (hew  I  am  not  gx>od  by  force.      9  so 
Thofe  heap'd  afficonts  that  haughty  ibl]9e£i8 

•bring. 
Are  burdens  for  a  camel,  not  a  king* 

Vor.937.  The  goi'like  David]  This  fpeech  of  the  king  is  b; 
^omc^Ds  e^ual  tu  thofc  of  Sbaiicfbury  and  Moiumoutb. 

Pr,  J.  Wartob* 
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Kings  are  the  public  pillars  of  the  ftate. 
Born  to  fuftain  and  prop  the  nation  s  weight : 
If  my  young  Sampfon  will  pretend  a  call       955 
To  ihake  the  column,  let  him  ihare  the  fall : 
But  oh,  that  yet  he  would  repent  and  live ! 
How  eafy  'tis  for  parents  to  forgive ! 
With  how  few  tears  a  pardon  might  be  won 
Prom  nature,  pleading  for  a  darhng  fon !      960 
Poor,  pitied  youth,  by  my  paternal  care, 
Rais'd  up  to  all  the  height  his  frame  could 

bear! 
Had  God  ordained  his  fate  for  empire  born. 
He  would  have  given  his  foul  another  turn  : 
GuU'd  with  a  patriot's  name,  whofe  modem 
.  fenfe  965 

Is  one  that  would  by  law  fupplant  his  prince ; 
The  people's  brave,  the  politician's  tool ; 
Never  was  patriot  yet,  but  was  a  fool. 
Whence  comes  it,  that  religion  and  the  laws 
Should  more  be  Abfalom's  than  David  s  caufe  ? 
His  old  in{tru£b)r,  ere  he  loft  his  place,         971 
Was  never  thought  indu'd  with  fo  much  grace. 
Good  heavens,  how  £Eu5lion  can  a  patriot  paint! 
My  rebel  ever  proves  my  people's  faint. 

Vcr.  957 — ^960.    Thefe  four  verfes  were  added  in  the  fecond 
edition.  •        • 

Ver.  9S6,     Is  one  that  'would  by  law  fupplant  his  prince  ;]  The 
firfl  edition  has, 

Is  one  that  would  by  law  dejhvy  his  prince. 
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Would  they  impofe  an  heir  upon  the  throne !  97^ 
Let  San^hedrims  he  taagfat  to  give  their  own. 
A  king's  at  leaft  a  ptirt  of  gorernment ; 
And  mine  as  requifite  as  their  conient : 
Without  my  leave  a  future  king  to  chufe. 
Infers  a  right  the  prefent  to  depofe.  9^0 

^J  Vue,  they  petition  me  to  approve  their  choice : 
But  Efau's  hands  fuit  ill  with  Jacob's  Toice. 
My  pious  fubje£ts  for  my  fafety  pray ; 
Which  to  fecure,  they  take  my  power  away. 
From  plots  and  treafons  heaven  preferve  my 
years,  9S5 

But  fave  me  moft  from  my  petitioners ! 
Unfatiate  as  the  barren  womb  or  grave ; 
God  cannot  grant  fo  much  as  they  can.  crave. 
What  then  is  left,  but  with  a  jealous  eye 
To  guard  the  fmall  remains  of  royalty  I         990 
The  law  (hall  ftill  dire6i  my  peaceful  fway. 
And  the  fame  law  teach  rebels  to  obey : 

Ver.  991-  The  lawJhallJiU  direa]  We  cannot  read  thefe. 
words  put  into  the  mouth  of  Charles  II.  without  a  degree  of 
jail  indigtiatioo,  when  we  refled  on  fome  ftriking  tranfa^on» 
of  his  reign,  particularly  the  appointment  of  that  miniftry  called 
the  Cabal. 

All  power  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  was  commit* 
ted  to  fix  men.  Clifford,  Arlington,  Buckingham,  -Aihley 
Cooper,  afterwards  £arl  of  Shafteibury,  Lauderdale,  and  Ro- 
berts, the  three  la(l  of  whom  had  drawn  their  fworda  againft  the 
king's  father.  Clifford  had  raifed  himfelf  by  his  great  influence 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  Aihley  Cooper  had  iUll  greater  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords :  Arlington,  notwithftanding  his  fecret  in- 
clinations to  popery,  had  mafntaincd  connexions  with-  the  dif- 
fenters.  Buckingham,  favouring  all  fedb,  becaufehe  wasofno 
religion  himfelf,  was  a  favourite  of  the  difientersj  Lauderdale 
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Votes  (hall  no  more  eftabliih'd  power  controul. 
Such  votes  as  make  a  part  exceed  the  whole. 
Nogroundleis  clamours  ihall  my  friends  remove^ 
Nor  crowds  have  power  to  puni(h  ere  they 
prove ;  S96 

For  Gods  and  godlike  kings  their  care  expreik^ 
Still  tfi  defend  their  fervants  in  diftrefs^ 

« 

Oht  that  my  power  to  laving  ^ere  confin'd  I 
*Why  am  I  forc'd^  like  heaven*  againft  my 
mind*  loooj 

To  make  examples  of  another  kind  ! 
Muft  I  at  length  the  fword  of  juflice  draw  ? 
Oh  curft  eflfe£U  of  neceflary  law  ! 
How  ill  my  fear  they  by  my  mercy  fcan  I 
Beware  the  fury  of  a  patient  man.  2005 

had  great  intereft  with  the  pre(byterians  of  Scotland :  and 
Sbafteibory  and  Buckingham  yvere  fupport^d  ky  the  oeople,  be* 
caufe  thev  pretended  a  reverence  for  tlieir  rights.  This  minif- 
try  was  the  tnoft extraordinary  that  ever  waicompofed :  for  the 
king  bad  an  unconquerable  diftruft  of  Shaftefbury  ;  though  di- 
verted with  the  humours  of  Buckingham,  he  was  fliocked  with 
an  advice  which  that  duke  had  given  him  to  procure  a  parlia- 
menta^  divorce  from  the  queen,  and  had  once  committed  him 
to  the  Tower,  for  perf6na]  offences  againft  himfelf :  Arlington 
and  Buckingham  were  mortal  foes ;  and  Buckingham,  Shaftes- 
bury, and  Lauderdale,  were  averfc  from  the  influence  of  the 
Duke  of  York  with  his  brother,  becaufe  they  thought  it  inter- 
fcred  with  their  own ;  or,  at  leaft,  the  Duke  believed  that  they 
wci«  fo  :  but  at  the  interview  at  Dover,  the  Dutchcfs  of  Or- 
leans ftconciled  Artington  and  Buckingham,  and  the  king  to 
Buckingham,  and  knit  the  famous  Cabal  firmly  together  in  the 
interefia  of  the  new  alliance.    See  fichard  and  Dalrymple. 

The  melancholy  fate  of  the  Dutchefe  of  Orleans,  after  her 
TCturn  from  Dover,  fuppofed  to  heve  bi^o  by  poifon,  ordered 
to  be  given  her  by  her  huiband,  who  was  jealous  of  her  intimacy 
with  her  own  brother,  Charles  II.  is  too  well  known,  but  we 
hope  too  atrocious  to  obtain  credit.  Dr.  J«  Wartoit. 
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Law  they  require^  let  Law  then  ihew  her  face } 
The  J  could  not  be  content  to  look  on  Grace^ 
Her  hinder  parts,  but  with  a  daring  eje 
To  tempt  the  terror  of  her  front  and  die. 
By  thisir  own  arts  'tis  righteouily  decreed^  loid 
Thofe  dire  artificers  of  death  (hall  bleed« 
Agaidft  themfelves  their  witnefies  will  fwear^ 
Till  viper-like  their  mother  plot  they  tear; 
And  fuck  for  nutriment  that  bloody  gore. 
Which  was  their  principle  of  life  before.       lois 
Their  Belial  with  their  Beelzebub  will  fight; 
Thus  bn  my  foes,  my  foes  fhall  do  me  right. 
Nor  doubt  the  event :  for  fa6iious  crowds  en^ 

gage, 
In  their  firft  onfet,  all  their  brutal  rage* 
Then  let  'em  take  an  unrefifted  courfe :        1020 
Retire,  and  traverfe,  and  delude  their  force : 
But,  when  they  (land  all  breathlefs,  urge  the 

fight, 
And  rife  upon  them  with  redoubled  might: 
For  lawful  power  is  dill  fuperior  found  ; 
When  long  driven  back  at  length  it  ftands  the 

ground.  losi 

Ver.  1010.    By  tkdr  own  arts  ^Hsrighteoiffy  dccrteS^ 
Thqfe  dire  artificen  rf  death  Jkall  bleed.] 

Deque  enim  lex  9quior  uUa  eft, 

Quam  uecis  artifices  arte  perire  fui. 

JoHV  Wa&tov. 
Ver.  1012.     Againfi  them/elves  their  wiinrfes  wUlfioear,}  AU 
luding  to  the  inconfiitencies  and   contradidions  of  Dr.  Oatev, 
Captain  Bedloe,  and  other  iritnefles,  made  ufe  of  to  fupport  the 
credit  of  the  Popifh  plot.  Dberxcx. 
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He  faid :  The  Almighty  nodding  gave  con« 
fent; 
And  peals  of  thunder  (hook  the  firmament. 
Henceforth  a  feries  of  new  time  began. 
The  mighty  years  in  long  proceflipn  ran : 
Once  more  the  god-like  David  was  refl:or*d,  loso 
And  willing  nations  knew  their  laif  ful  lord. 

Ver.  103S.    ajhries  of  new  time]    It  is   an  undoubted 

fad,  though  it  may  appear  a  (Irangc  aflcrtion,  that  this  poem, 
OBce  fo  famous,  is  in  the  prefent  age  but  little  read.  I  have 
met  with  many  well-informed  literary  pcrfons,  who  have  frankly 
owned  they  neter  went  through  it,  and  knew  little  of  it  but 
from  the  report  of  its  former  celebrity.  So  fhort-lived  and 
tranfitory  is  perfonal  and  occalional  fatire.  The  Dunciad  of 
Pope  b^ins  to  be  negledbed.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  1031.  And  willing  nations']  Great  is  the  reader's  difap. 
pointment  at  meeting  with  this  feeble  conclufion,  havine  been 
led  to  exped  that  fome  important  event  would  be  brought  fot^ 
ward  after  fuch  mighty  preparations.  But  the  radical  fault  of 
the  poem  is,  that  it  coniifts  only  of  ^charaders  and  fpeeches, 
without  any  a&ion.  Dr.  J.  Wartom. 


ABSALOM 


AND 


ACHITOPHEL. 


PART  n. 
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iSlNCE  men  like  beafts  each  other's  prey  were 

made^ 
Since  trade  began,  and  priefthood  grew  a  trade. 
Since  realms  were  formed,  none  fure  fo  corft  as 

thoie 
That  madlj  their  own  happinefs  oppofe ; 
There  heaven  itfelf  and  god*like  kings,  in  vain  6 
Shower  down  the  manna  of  a  gentle  reign  ; 
While  pampered  crowds  to  mad  fedition  run^ 
And  monarchs  by  indulgence  are  undone. 
Thus  David's  clemency  was  fatal  grown. 
While  wealthy  fa£tion  aw'4  the  wanting  throne. 
For  now  their  To vereign's  orders  to  contemn    ii 
Was  held  the  charter,  of  Jerufalem, 
His  rights  to  iuvade,  his  tributes  to  refufe,. 
A  privilege  peculiar  to  the  Jews ; 

Ver.  9*    ^^  DavitTs  clemency  wo*  fatal  groxtmy]     In  the 
flrft  edition  we  £pdy  Thus,  David's  goodneft  was  c'cn  fatal  grown* 
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As  if  from  heavenly  call  this  licence  fell,        15 
And  Jacob's  feed  were  chofen  to  rebel ! 

Achitophel  with  triumph  fees  his  crimes 
Thus  fuited  to  the  madnefs  of  the  times  ; 
And  Abfalom,  to  make  his  hopes  fucceed,     19 
Of  flattering  charms  no  longer  flands  in  need ; 
While  fond  of  change,  though  ne'er  fo  dearly 

bought. 
Our    tribes    outftrip    the    youth's    ambitious 

thought ; 
His  fwifteft  hopes  with  fwifter  homage  meet, 
And  crowd  their  fervile  necks  beneath  his  feet. 
Thus  to  his  aid  while  preffing  tides  repair,     25 
He  mounts  and  fpreads  his  ftreamers  in  the  air. 
The  charms  of  empire  might  his  youth  miflead. 
But  what  can  our  befotted  Ifrael  plead  ? 
Sway'd  by  a  monarch,  whofe  ferene  command 
Seems  half  the  blefling  of  our  promised  land.  30 
Whofe  only  grievance  is  excefs  of  eafe ; 
Freedom  our  pain,  and  plenty  our  difeafe  I 
Yet,  as  all  folly  would  lay  claim  to  fenfe. 
And  wickednefs  ne*er  wanted  a  pretence. 
With  arguments  they'd  make  their  treafon  good. 
And  righteous  David^s  felf  with  (landers  load :  $6 
That  arts  of  foreign  fway  he  did  afre6k. 
And  guilty  Jebufites  from  law  proteft, 

Ver.  20.     Of  flattering  cJtarms]     Firft  edition :  Flatteries. 
Ver.  33.    Yet  as  aC/<»%]     Firft  edition:  Frf^ice  all  folly. 
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Whofe  very  chiefs,  convi6i,  were  never  freed. 
Nay  we  have  feen  their  facrificers  bleed !        40 
Accufers'  infamy  is  urgM  in  vain, 
While  in  the  bounds  of  fenfe  they  did  contain  ;^ 
But  foon  they  launcht  into  the  unfathom'd  tide. 
And  in  the  depths  they  knew  difdain'd  to  ride* 
For  probable  difcoveries  to  difpenfe,  45 

Was  thought  below  a  penfion'd  evidence ; 
Mere  truth  was  dull,  nor  fuited  with  the  port 
Of  pamper'd  Corah  when  advancM  to  court. 
No  lefs  than  wonders  now  they  will  impofe. 
And  projects  void  of  grace  or  fenfe  difclofe.    50 
Such  was  the  charge  on  pious  Michal  brought, 
Michal  that  ne  er  was  cruel  even  in  thought, 
The  bed  of  queens,  and  mod  obedient  wife. 
Impeached  of  curft  defigns  on  David's  life  I 

Ver.  5 1  •  Such  xoas  the  charge  m  tnou$  Michd  hr(mght^'\  Firft 
edition.     Derrick  iucorredly  has  change.  *        * 

Ver.  53.  Th§  beft  of  queens,']  Of  sui  the  nations  in  Europe^ 
the  Portuguefe  were,  and  i^ill  are,  the  mod  ignorant,  and  mofl 
bigotted.  Of  all  perfons  that  could  be  imagined,  Catharine  of 
Portugal  was  the  mod  improper  wife  for  a  gaj  and  Q>irited 
prince.  At  her  very  fird  appearance  at  court,  ihe  retained  and 
ihewed  a  drong  tindure  of  the  conrent.  She  even  rejeded  the 
£ngli(h  drefs,  and  the  ufual  attendance  of  the  Engliih  ladies, 
and  was  only  fond  of  her  ftiff,  referved,  and  formal  duennas,  who 
were  the  fcorn  and  the  jell  of  the  whole  court.  When  flie  was 
married  at  Winchefter  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  ihe 
would  not  repeat  after  him  the  words  of  the  matrimonial  ferrice, 
nor  endure  the  fight  of  the  Archbilhop.  She  proved,  fays  Bur. 
net,  a  barren  wife,  and  was  a  woman  of  a  mean  appearance, 
and  of  no  agreeable  temper  ;  fo  that  the  King  never  confidered 
her  much,  and  (he  made  ever  after  but  a  very  mean  figure.  I 
cannot  forbear  adding,  that  Charles  II.  had  the  merit  of  not 
liftening  to  fome  propofals  bafely  made  to  him,  either  of  a  di« 
vorce,  or  of  fending  her  away  to  another  country. 

Dr.  J,  Waktok. 


680         ABSALOM  AND  ACHITbPHEL. 

His  life,  the  theme  of  her  eternal  prayer,       55 
*Tis  fcarce  (6  itiuch  his  guardian  angel's  care. 
Not  fummer  morns  fuch  tnildnefs  can  difclofe, 
The  Herhion  lilly,  nor  the  Sharon  rofe. 
Negleding  each  vain  pomp  of  majefty, 
Tranfported  Michal    feeds    her   thoughts  on 

high. 
She  lives  with  angels,  and,  as  ai^gels  do,         ^i 
Quits  heaven  fometimes  to   blefs   the  world 

below. 
Where,   ch'erifti'd  by  her   bounties'  plenteous 

fpring. 
Reviving  widows  fmile,  and  orphans  fihg.       64 
Oh  I  when  rebellious  IfraeFs  crimes  at  height]]]^ 
Are  threatned  with  her  Lord's  approaching  fat£) 
The  piety  of  Michal  then  remain 
In  heaven's  remembrance,  and  prolong  his  reign ! 

Lefs  defolation  did  the  peft  purfue, 
That  from  Dan's  limits  to  Beerfheba  flew,       70 
liefe  fatal  the  repeated  wars  of  Tyre, 
^rid  lefs  Jerufalem's  avenging  fire. 
With  gentler  terror  thefe  our  ftate  o'et-ran, 
Than  fihce  our  evidencing  days  began  ! 
On  every  cheek  a  pale  confuiion  fat,  75 

Continued  fear  beyond  the  worft  of  fate  ! 
Truft  was  no  more,  art,  fcience,  ufelefs  made. 
All  occupations  loft  but  Corah's  trade. 
Meanwhile  a  guard  on  modeft  Corah  wait, 
If  not  for  fafety,  needful  yet  for  ftate.  so 
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Well  might  he  deem  each  peer  and  prince  his 

flave. 
And  lord  it  o'er  the  tribes  which  he  conld  fave : 
Even  vice  in  him  was  virtue — what  fad  fate 
But  for  his  honefty  had  feiz'd  our  ftate  ? 
And  with  what  tyranny  had  we  been  curft,    ss 
Had  Corah  never  prov'd  a  villain  firft? 
To  have  told  his  knowledge  of  the  intrigue  in 

grofs. 
Had  been,  alas,  to  our  deponent's  lofs : 
The  travcird  Levite  had  the  experience  got. 
To  huiband  well,  and  make  the  beft  of  s  plot ; 
And  therefore  like  an  evidence  of  fkill,  91 

With  wife  referves  fecur'd  his  penilon  ftill ; 
Nor  quite  of  future  power  himfelf  bereft. 
But  limbos  large  for  unbelievers  left. 
And  now  his  writ  fuch  reverence  had  got,        95 
Twas  worfe  than  plotting  to  fufpe6l  his  plot. 
Some  were  fo  well  convinced,  they  made  no  doubt 
Themfelves  to  help  the  founder'd  fwearers  out. 

Vcr.  96.  'TvHU  XDorfe  than  plotting  to  fufpe^  his  plot.]  The 
tide  of  prejudice  ran  fo  flroiigly  in  favour  of  Oates  and  the  other 
wit^efles,  after  the  death  of  Sir  Godfrey,  that  to  fpeak  flight- 
ingly  of  them,  or  their  depofition,  was  as  much  as  a  man's  life 
was  worth ;  and  even  the  King  himfelf,  who  faw  the  trick  from 
the  beginning,  did  not  dare  to  fpeak  his  fentiments  freely.  He 
did  bis  utraoll  to  keep  as  private  as  poflible  fuch  difcoveries  of 
the  fuppofed  plot,  as  were  communicated  to  him,  the  intenti<m 
of  which  bis  perfpicuity  foon  canvaifed  ;  and  he  was  very  angry 
when  Lord  Danby,  without  his  leave,  laid  them  before  the  par- 
liament :  '*  Now,  (faid  he)  you  have  laid  the  foundation  of  your 
own  ruin,  and  of  much  perplexity  for  me/'  The  fequel  proved 
his  Majedy  a  prophet.  Dekeick. 
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Some  had  their  fenfe  impost  on  by  their  fear, 
But  more  for  intereft  fake  believe  and  fwear :  loo 
Even  to  that  height  with  fome  the  frenzy  grew. 
They  rag'd  to  find  their  danger  not  prove  true. 

Yet,  than  all  thefe  a  viler  crew  remain. 
Who  with  Achitophel  the  cry  maintain ;      io4 
Not  urg'd  by  fear,  nor  through  mifguided  fenfe, 
BUnd  zeal  and  ftarving  need  had  fome  pretence. 
But  for  the  good  old  caufe,  that  did  excite 
The  original  rebels'  wiles,  revenge  and  fpight. 
Thefe  raife  the  plot,  to  have  the  fcandal  thrown 
Upon  the  bright  fucceiTor  of  the  crown,       no 
Whofe  virtue  with  fuch  wrongs  they  had  purfu^d. 
As  feem*d  all  hope  of  pardon  to  exclude. 
Thus,  while  on  private  ends  their  zeal  is  built. 
The  cheated  crowd  applaud  and  (hare  their  guilt. 

Such  pra6iices  as  thefe,  too  grofs  to  lie     us 
Long  unobferv'd  by  each  difcerning  eye. 
The  more  judicious  Ifraelites  uufpell'd. 
Though  ftill  the  charm  the  giddy  rabble  held, 
£v^n  Abfalom,  amidft  the  dazzling  beams 
Of  empire,  and  ambition's  flattering  dreams,  120 
Perceives  the  plot,  too  foul  to  be  excused. 
To  aid  defigns,  no  lefs  pernicious,  usM. 
And,  filial  fenfe  yet  driving  in  his  bread. 
Thus  to  Achitophel  his  doubts  expred. 

Why  are  my  thoughts  upon  a  crown  em- 
ployed, 125 
Which  once  obtained  can  be  but  half  enjoy'd  ? 
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Not  fo  when  virtue  did  my  arms  require. 
And  to  my  father's  wars  1  flew  intire. 
My  regal  power  how  will  my  foes  refent, 
AVhen  I  myfelf  have  fcarce  my  own  confent  ?  iso 
Give  me  a  fon's  unblemiihM  truth  again. 
Or  quench  the  fparks  of  duty  that  remain. 
How  flight  to  force  a  throne  that  legions  guard 
The  talk  to  me ;  to  prove  unjuft,  how  hard ! 
And    if   the  imagined   guilt  thus  wound  my 

thought,  135 

What  will  it  when  the  tragic  fcene  is  wrought  ? 
Dire  war  muft  firft  be  conjur'd  from  below. 
The  realm  we'd  rule  we  firft  muft  overthrow ; 
And,  when  the  civil  furies  are  on  wing 
That  blind  and  undiftinguiih'dflaughters  fling,! 
Who  knows  what  impious  chance  may  reach  i 

the  king?  a 41 

Oh  1  rather  let  me  perifli  in  the  fl;rife. 
Than  have  my  crown  the  price  of  David's  life ! 
Or  if  the  tempeft  of  the  war  he  ftand. 
In  peace,  fome  vile  officious  villain's  hand    us 
His  foul's  anointed  temple  may  invade. 
Or,  preft  by  clamorous  crowds,  myfelf  be  madci 
His  murtherer;  rebellious  crowds,  whofe  guilt 
Shall  dread  his  vengeance  till  his  blood  ba 

fpilt 

Yer.  142.    Ob !  rather  let  tne  pai/h]     Firft  edition^ 

Or,  rather  let  me,  &c.  *        * 
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Which  if  my  filial  tendernefs  oppofe^  uo 

Since  to  the  empire  by  their  arms  I  rofe, 
Thofe  very  arms  on  me  (hall  be  employed, 
A  new  ufurper  crowned,  and  I  deftrby'd  : 
The  fame  pretence  of  public  good  will  h<^d9 
And  new  Achitophels  be  found  as  bold      155 
To  urge  the  needful  change,  perhaps  the  old 

lie  faid.     The  (latefman  with  a  fmile  replies^ 
A  fmile  that  did  his  rifing  fpleen  difguife^ 
My  thoughts  prefum'd  our  labours  at  an  end. 
And  are  we  ftill  with  confcience  to  contend  ?  160 
Whofe  want  in  kings,  as  needful  is  allow'd. 
As  *tis  for  them  to  find  it  in  the  crowd. 
Far  in  the  doubtful  pailage  you  are  gone, 
And  only  can  be  fafe  by  preffing  on.  i£4 

The  crown's  true  heir,  a  prince  fevere  and  wife, 
Has  viewed  your  motions  long  with  jealous  eyes: 
Your  perfon's  charms,  your  more  prevading  arts. 
And  mark'd  your  progrefs  in  the  people^s  hearts, 
Whofe  patience  is  the  effe6i  of  ftinted  power. 
But  treafures  vengeance  for  the  fisital  hour,  170 
And  if  remote  the  peril  he  can  bring, 
Your  prefent  danger's  greater  from  the  king. 
Let  not  a  parent's  name  deceive  your  fenfe, 
Nor'truft  the  father  in  a  jealous  prince  ! 
Your  trivial  faults  if  he  could  fo  refent,         175 
To  doom  you  little  lefs  than  banifhment. 
What  rage  muft  your  prefumption  fince  infpire? 
Againft  his  orders  your  return  from  Tyre  ? 
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Nor  only  fo,  but  with  a  pomp  more  high. 
And  open  court  of  popularity,  iso 

The  famous  tribeS"— And thisreproof  from  thee? 
The  prince  replies,  O  ftatefman's  winding  (kill. 
They  firfl;  condemn  that  firft  advis'd  the  ill ! 
Illuftrious  ybuth,  returned  Achitophel,  isi 

Mifconftrue  not  the  words  that  mean  you  well. 
The  courfe  you  fleer  I  worthy  blame  conclude. 
But  His  becaufe  you  leave  it  unpurfu'd. 
A  monarch's  crown  with  ^e  furrounded  lies. 
Who  reach,  lay  hold  on  death  that  mife  the 

prize* 
Did  you  for  this  expofe  yourfelf  to  (how,      190 
And  to  the  crowd  bow  popularly  low  ? 
For  this  your  glorious  progrefs  next  ordain. 
With  chariots,  horfemen,  and  a  numerous  train  ? 
With  fame  before  you  like  the  morning  ftar. 
And  (houts  of  joy  fainting  from  afar  ?  195 

Oh  from  the  heights  youVe  reach'd  but  take  a 

view. 
Scarce  leading  Lucifer  could  fall  like  you  ! 
And  muft  I  here  my  (hipwreck'd  arts  bemoan  ? 
Have  I  for  this  fo  oft  made  Ifrael  groan  P 
Your  iingle  intereft  with  the  nation  weighed,  mo 
And  turned  the  fcale  where  your  defires  were 

laid  ? 
£v'n  when  at  helm  a  courfe  fo  dangerous  mov'd 
To  land  your  hopes,  as  my  removal  prov'd. 


/' 
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I  not  difpute,  the  royal  youth  replies. 
The  known  perfeftion  of  your  policies,  205 

Nor  in  Achitophel  yet  grudge  or  blame 
The  privilege  that  fiatefmen  ever  claim ; 
Who  private  intereft  never  yet  purfu'd, 
But  ftill  pretended  'twas  for  other's  good : 
What  politician  yet  e'er  fcap'd  his  fete,         210 
Who  faving  his  own  neck  not  fav'd  the  date  ? 
From  hence  on  ev'ry  humorous  wind  thatveer'd. 
With  {hifted  fails  a  feveral  courfe  you  fteer'd. 
What  form  of  fway  did  David  e'er  purfue,    214 
That  feem'd  like  abfolute,  but  fprung  from  you  ? 
Who  at  your  inftance  quafht  each  penal  law. 
That  kept  diiTenting  fa^ious  Jews  in  awe  ; 
And  who  fufpends  fixt  laws,  may  abrogate. 
That  done,  form  new,  and  fo  enilave  the  date. 
Even  property,  whofe  champion  now  you  (land, 
And  feem  for  this  the  idol  of  the  land,         221 
Did  ne'er  fuftain  fuch  violence  before. 
As  when  your  counfel  (hut  the  royal  (lore ; 

Ver.  214.  What  fbrm  oifway  did  D<md  e'er  fmrjueyl  So  the 
irft  edition.     Derrick  abfurdly  has, 

What  yrom  a  fway  &c.  •         • 

Vcr.  216.  Who  at  your  infiance  quajh'd  each  penal  /a»,]  Suf- 
pcnding  the  penal  laws,  and  granting  liberty  of  confcience,  was 
owing  to  the  advice  of  our  Achitophel ;  and  was  an  aflair  of  dan- 
gerous tendency,  as  being  one  great  (lep  towards  enllaving  the 
ftate.  Dereick. 

Ver.  223.     • ■ — ^ut  the  royal  Jtore  i]    Or  the 

exchequer,  iu  the  beginning  of  l6'72,  he  being  in  great  want 
ef  money;  a   tranfadion    that   occafioncd    much   confufion« 
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Advice,  that  ruin  to  whole  tribes  procured, 
But  fecret  kept  till  your  own  banks  fecurM.    225 
Recount  with  this  the  triple  covenant  broke, 
And  Ifrael  fitted  for  a  foreign  yoke  ; 
Nor  here  your  counfels  fatal  progrefs  flaid. 
But  fent  our  levied  powers  to  Pharaoh's  aid. 
Hence  Tyre  and  Ifrael,  low  in  ruins  laid,      230 
And  Egypt,  once  their  fcom,  their  common  ter* 

ror  made. 
Ev'n  yet  of  fnch  a  feafon  can  we  dream. 
When  royal  rights   you   made  your   darling 

theme, 
^or  power  unlimited  could  reafbns  draw, 
And  place  prerogative  above  the  law ;  235 

Which,  on  your  fell  from  office,  grew  unjufl, 
The  laws  made  king,  the  king  a  ilave  in  trufl : 
Whom  with  ftate-craf);,  to  intereil  only  true, 
You  now  accufe  of  ills  contrived  by  you- 

To  this  Heir^  agent — Royal  youth,  fix  here, 
Let  intereft  be  the  fiar  by  which  I  (leer.       241 

for  there  being  thereby  a  flagnation  of  all  public  payments,  the 
banks  alfo  ftopped ;  but  the  king  having  alTored  the  bankers  and 
merchants,  that  the  prefent  deficiencies  ihould  be  foon  mado 
goody  matters  flowed  again  in  their  proper  channel,  though  it 
was  a  flretch  of  power  not  eafily  forgotten  or  digefted. 

Deriucx. 

Ver.  232*  E^n  yet  of  Jkch  a  feafon  can  we  dream^  Firft 
edition,  £Vn  yet  of  fnch  a  feafon  we  can  dream. 

Ver.  241.  Let  inter^  be  the  ftar  by  which  I  Jteer.]  So  the 
firft  edition.  A  reading  evidently  required  by  the  contextt 
Compare  ver.  238  and  243.     Derrick  has, 

l«t  intereft  be  the  ilar  by  which  ymt  fteen  *       * 
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HeQce  to  repofe  your  truft  in  me  was  wife, 
Whofe  intereil  moft  in  your  advancpment  li^s,  • 
A  tye  £9  firm  as  always  will  avail. 
When  friendfliip,  nature,  and  religion  fail ;  24S 
On  our  s  the  fa£ety  of  the  crowd  depends. 
Secure  the  crowd,  and  we  obtain  our  ends, 
Whon)  I  will  caufe  fo  far  our  guilt  to  (hare. 
Till  they  ^re  ma(}e  our  champions  by  their  fear. 
What  oppofition  can  your  rival  bring,  250 

While  Sanhedrims  are  jealpus  ipf  the  King  ? 
His  ftrength  as  yet  in  David^s  friendibip  lies. 
And  what  can  David's  felf  without  fupplies  ? 
Who  with  exclufive  bills  muft  now  difpenie. 
Debar  the  beir,  or  ilarve  in  his  defence.        2S5 
CooditHMis  which  our  elders  ne'er  will  qui^. 
And  David's  juilice  never  can  admit. 
Or  forced  by  wants  his  brot^r  to  betray, 
To  your  ambition  next  ^h^e  clears  the  way ; 
iFor  if  fucceifion  oace  lo  nought  ^tbey  fyeixig^  q6o 
Their  next  a^v/aoce  removes  ti^  jpr^ient  king  I 
Perfifting  elfe  his  fenates  to  diflblve, 
j[n  equal  hazard  ihall  his  rejgn^nvblve. 
Our  tribes,  whom  Pharaoh's  power  fo  much 

alarms. 
Shall  rife  without  their  prince  to  oppofe  his 

arms; 
Nor  boots  it  on  what  caufe  at  firft  they  join,  266 
Their  troops,  once  up,  are  tools  for  our  defign. 
At  lead  fuch  fubtle  coveojants  (hall  be  made. 
Till  peace  itfelf  is  war  in  mafquerade. 
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AflbciatioDs  of  myilerious  fenfe,  270 

Againft,  but  feeniing  for,  the  king's  defenqe  : 
£v*n  oh  tbeir  courts  of  juftice  fetters  draw^ 
And  from  our  agents  muzzle  up  their  law. 
By  which  a  conqued  if  we  fail  to  make, 
^ris  a  drawn  game  at  word,  and  we  fecure  our 

ftake.  275 

He  faid,  and  for  the  dire  fuccefs  depends 
On  various  fe€is»  by  common  guilt  made  friends. 
Whofe  heads,  though  ne'er  fo  differing  in  their 

creed, 
Fth'point  of  treafon  yet  were  well  agreed. 
'Mongft  thefe,  extorting  I(hban  firil  appears,  sso 
PurfuM  by  a  meagre  troop  of  bankrupt  heirs. 
Bleft  times,  when  I(hban,  he  whofe  occupation 
So  long  has  been  to  cheat,  reforms  the  nation  ! 
Ifhban  of  confcience  fuited  to  his  trade, 
As  good  a  faint  as  ufurer  ever  made.  $S5 

Yet  Mammon  has  not  fo  engrofl;  him  quite. 
But  Belial  lays  as  large  a  claim  of  fpight ; 
Who,   for  thofe  pardons  from  his  prince  he 

draws. 
Returns  reproaches,  and  cries  up  the  caufe. 

*  Ver.  280.  '        extorting  TJhhanJirJl  appears, 

Purfu'd  by  a  meagre  band  of' bankrupt  heirs.] 

Sir  Robert  Clayton,  an  alderman  of  the  city,  and  one  of  its 
members,  who  remarkably  oppofed  the  court.  Though  he  was 
very  avaricious,  he  had  oflfered  a  large  fum  to  be  made  a  peer ; 
and  thofc  who  confider  the  king's  wants  will  believe  with  me^  ho 
was  forry  the  alderman's  money  was  not  tangible. 

DsaaicK. 

VOL.  I.  V 
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'J'hat  year  in  which  the  city  he  did  fway,        290 

He  left  rebellion  in  a  hopeful  way. 

Yet  his  ambition  once  was  found  fo  bold. 

To  offer  talents  of  extorted  gold  ; 

Could  David's  wants  have  (0  been  brib'd,  to 

ftiame 
And  fcandalize  our  peerage  with  his  name ;  294 
For  which,  his  dear  fedition  he'd  forfwear. 
And  e'en  turn  loyal  to  be  made  a  per- 
Next  him,  let  railing  Rabiheka  have  place. 
So  fuli  of  zeal  he  has  no  need  of  grace ; 


Vor.  298.    raiUng  Rali/heka]    Sir  Thomas  Player, 

one  of  the  city  re|M«re.itativcs  in  Parliament ;  a  fadious  blun* 
dering  malecontcnt ;  one  of  the  chief  fupporters  of  the  Whigs  in 
the  city ;  declared  enemy  of  the  Dtike  of  Yoric,  and  Arongly  ikir 
the  bill  of  exclufion.  When  he  was  re-chofen  in  1 680-1,  togct 
ther  with  Sir  Robert  Clayton,  Thomas  Pilkington,  and  William 
Love,  Efqrs.  many  of  the  Whig  citizens,  in  oomnioa-hall  afiem^ 
blod,  drew  up  and  prefented  to  him  and  them  an  extraordinary 
pajXT,  **  giving  tbcm  thanks  for  their  former  good  fervicis,  root'e 
«  efpecially  for  (heir  zeal  in  promoting  the  bill  for  excluding 
**  the  Duke  of  York  fr«m  the  fucceliion,  and  recommending 
that  they  would  dill  literally  purfue  the  fame  meafures,  and 
grant  no  fuppHes  to  the  crown,  till  they  faw  themfelves 
^  effedually  fecured  from  poncry  and  arbitrary  power."  And 
in  purfuit  of  thefe  meafures,  the  fubfcribing  perfoQS  promifcd  to 
fland  by  them  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

Indeed,  addrefles  of  the  fame  nature  were  forwarded  to  their 
reprefentatives  from  many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which 
gave  great  unealinefs  to  the  court,  and  occafloned  thefe  lines  put 
into  Achitophei's  mouth,  p.  288. 
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what  can  David's  fclf  without  fupplies } 


Who  with  exclufive  bills  rauft  now  difpenie. 
Debar  the  heir,  or  ftarve  in  his  defence, 

Dbrricx. 


• 


ABSALOM  AND  ACHFTOPHEL.         «9l 

A  faint  that  can  both  fle(h  and  fpirit  uie,      300 
Alike  haunt  conventicles  and  the  iiews : 
Of  whom  the  queilion  difficult  appears. 
If  nioft  i'  th'  preachers'  or  the  bawds'  arrears. 
What  caution  could  appear  too  much  in  him 
That  keeps  the  treafure  of  Jerufalem  ]  so5 

Let  David^s  brother  but  approach  the  town. 
Double  our  guards,  he  cries,  we  are  undone. 
Protefttng  that  he  dares  not  ileep  in' s  bed, 
'  Xicft  be  fliould  rife  next  morn  without  his  head. . 
Next  thefe,  a  troop  of  bufy  fpirits  prefs,  310 
Of  little  fortunes,  and  of  confcience  lefs ; 


Ver.  301.  —  conventicles]  Ho  accents  the  word  again 
on  the  third J}fnabie  in  the  Medal,  line  285.  Thus,  io  a  ColleC'^ 
tion  of  Loyal  Songs,  written  between  l639  ^^^  1661^  vol.  II. 
p.  l6. 

**  But  all  the  parifli  fre  it  pla)n» 

*'  Since  thou  art  in  this  pickle, 
**  Thou  art  an  Independent  quean, 

**  And  lov'ft  a  coswaiticU."  Todd. 

Ver.  310.  Next  tkffi]  This  was  not  the  only  poem  written 
on  the  political  tranfadions  of  thofc  times.  Duke  wrote  one  alfo, 
entitled,  The  ReviaOy  the  bed  and  mod  vigorous,  perhaps,  of  his 
compofitions.  He  begins  with  the  Reduration,  and  palTes  on 
through  great  part  of  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  but  left  it  un- 
jfinifhed.  The  cbaraders  of  Shqftejbury  and  ViUiers  are  particu- 
larly laboured,  but  very  inferior  to  thofe  given  by  Dryden.— 
He  is  particularly,  and  I  think  blaraeably,  fevere  on  Lord  Cla" 
rendoHf  whom  he  calls  B^rfa,  accufmg  him  of  taking  bribes  to 
procure  the  pardon  of  many  notorious  rebels,  and  of  being  privy 
to,  and  promoting  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  the  Duke 
of  York)  which  the  chancellor  always  denied  in  the  mod  folemn 
and  mod  uncc^ui vocal  terms.  Dr.  J.  Waktom. 
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With  tkem  the  tribe,  whofe  luxury  had  dniin'd 
Their  banks,  in  former  fequeftrations  gain  d  ; 
Who  rich  and  great  by  paft  rebellions  grew. 
And  long  to  filh  the  troubled  ilreams  anew,  sis 
Some  future  hopes,  fome  prefent  payment  draws, 
To  fell  their  confcience  and  efpoufe  the  caufe. 
Such  ftipends  ihofe  vile  hirelings  beft  befit, 
Priefis.  without  grace,  and  poets  without  wit 
Shall  that  falfe  Hebrouite  efcape  our  curfe,  S2o 
Judas,  that  keeps  the  rebels'  penfion-purfe ; 

Ver.  315.  Jnd  long  to  Ji/h  the  tr/mbUd  ftreans  mtew.)  Frrft 
edition,  ■  troubled  xcavet.  *         ♦ 

Ver.  320,  Shall  that  faffc  Hebronite  ^cape  oitr  curfc,]  Robert 
JPcrgufoDi  a  Scotch  independent  preacher,  fubtle,  plaufihlc, 
bold,  and  daring,  had  for  many  years  preached  and  writ  agaiiift 
the  government  with  great  anim'>fity;  had  weight  among  the 
Whigs  in  the  city,  and  was  a  very  proper  inftruinent  to  ftir  up 
fc-dition.  Shaftefbury  knew  his  excellencies,  made  ufe  of  them 
by  confiding  in  him,  and  he  contributed  much  io  the  fuccefs  of 
his  defigns. 

Fergufon  %vas  one  of  the  main  fpringB  that  animated  the  Ry&- 
houfc-plot,  for  which  he  was  outlawed  both  in  England  and 
France,  a  reward  of  five  hundred  pidoles  being  offered  for  taking 
him.  He  had  openly  approved  of  the  confpirators' intention  to 
murder  the  king  and  hU  brother;  and  a  day  being  appointed  for 
that  parricide,  which  fome  of  the  aflaflins  objeded  to  as  being 
Sunday,  he  told  them,  ^*  The  fanOity  of  the  deed  fitted  the 
"  fanaity  of  the  day."  He  was  defcribed  thus  remarkably : — 
"  A  tall  thin  man,  dark  brown  hair,  a  great  Roman  nofe,  thin 
^*  jawed,  heat  in  bis  face,  fpeaks  in  the  Scorch  tone,  a  iharp 
"  piercing  eye,  ftoops  a  little  in  the  fhoulders,  hath  a  Auffling 
*^  gait  that  differs  from  all  men,  wears  his  perriwig  down  almoft 
"  over  his  eyes,  and  about  forty-five  years  of  age."  He  cfcaped 
to  Holland,  returned  with  Monmouth  in  l685,  had  the  good  luck 
again  to  fccure  his  retreat,  and  was  rewarded  with  a  good  poft 
on  the  Revolution ;  but  being  of  a  turbulent  uneaiy  difpofitton, 
he  turned  tail,  became  a  ilrenuous  advocate  for  Jacobitifm  both 
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Judas,  that  pays  the  treafon-writer's  fee, 
Judas,  that  well  deferves  his  natnefake*s  tree ; 
Who  at  Jerufalem's  own  gates  ere6U 
His  college  for  a  nurfery  of  feAs;  325 

Young  prophets  with  an  early  care  fecures, 
And  with  the  dung  of  his  own  arts  manures ! 
What  have  the  men  of  Hebron  here  to  do  ? 
What  part  in  Ifrael's  promised  land  have  you  ? 
Here  Phaleg,  the  lay  Hebronite,  is  come,    S5<$ 
^Caufe  like  the  reft  he  could  not  live  at  home ; 
Who  firom  his  own  poifeffions  could  not  drain 
An  omer  even  of  Hebronitiih  grain. 
Here  ftruts  it  like  a  patriot,  and  talks  high 
Of  injur  d  fubjefb,  altered  property :  sss 

An  emblem  of  that  buzzing  infedt  juft. 
That  mounts  the  wheel,  and  thinks  {he  raifes 
duft. 

in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne ;  appeared  more 
than  once  a  champion  for  the  banilbed  king,'  and  engaged  in 
fchemes  for  his  Reitoration.  Dbhrick 

Robert  Fei^nfon,  here  meant,  fays  Mr.  Granger,  was  a  great 
dealer  in  plots,  and  aprof^itute  political  writer  for  different  |iar- 
ties,  and  particularly  for  the  Earl  of  Shaftefbur}'.  .  He  ap- 
proached nearer  to  a  parallel  character  with  Oates  than  any 
of  his  contemporaries ;  and  was  rewarded  with  a  place  in  the 
reign  oi  William,  though  it  was  well  known  he  merited  9, 
baiter.  Dr.  J.  Waeton. 

Ver.  524.     Who  at  Jcrt^tdemU  awn  gotta  cre&i 
His  co/legej'or  a  nur/ery  qf/tOs.^ 

Fergufon  had  a  chapel  near  Moorfieftds.  DcAEiCK. 

Yer.  334.    Herejtrutd  it  like  a  patriot ^  and  talh  higk. 
Of  injur* dfvhjeds,  aiter'd  proptrtit : 
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Can  dry  bones  live  ?  or  (keletons  produce 

The  vital  warmth  of  cuckoldizing  juice  ? 

Slim  Phaleg  could,  and  at  the  table  fed,      *  340 

Returned  the  grateful  produ£i  to  the  bed. 

A  waiting-man  to  trav'liqg  nobles  chofe. 

He  his  own  laws  would  faucilj  impofe. 

Till  baftinado'd  back  again  he  went. 

To  learn  thofe  manners  he  to  teach  was  fent  S45 

Chaftiz'd  he  ought  to  have  retreated  home, 

But  he  reads  politics  to  Abialom. 

For  never  Hebronite,  though  kick'd  and  icom'd^ 

To  his  own  country  willingly  retum'd. 

—But  leaving  famiih'd  Phaleg  to  be  fed»      350 

And  to  talk  treafon  for  his  daily  bread. 


An  emblem  qfikmi  hixzing  ift/eHJvfi^ 

That  tnounis  the  wheels  and  thinks  Jhe  raifi'S  du^.] 

i^Jul'cay  Trocliilus  et  Trolfului. 

dilate  medii  concitati  fex  equi, 

Cnrmm  trahentes>  putre  quatiebant  foluniy 

Claraiiqae  denfo  pulvere  teg^bant  diem. 

Temone  in  ipfo  tenuis  interea  fedens 

O  quantu8»  inquit  Mufca,  premit  equos  labor^ 

Quantufque  fudor  irrigat,  dum  mu  trahunt ! 

Sic  pnrvalenti  cum  fedar  evult  trabe. 

Quae  quinque  opijnos  facile  fuftineat  boves, 

Pufillus  ille»  ex  alitum  geote  infimi, 

Praetentat  illam  trochilus,  et  fuperfiUt 

Si  mil  is  timenti,  ferre  ne  fe  non  queat. 

Sic  impudeuti  Troflulorum  de  grege 

Aliquis,  ineptos,  adminiftns  imperi 

Multum  cxhibere  fe  negotti  putat, 

Qui,  vivat  ille  an  nortuus  fit,  nefcrant. 

Defl)illon>  Fab.  M£.  Lib.  iv.  Fab.  M. 

JoaH  WARToir, 
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Let  Hebrdii)  nay  let  Hell  produce  a  man 

So  made  for  mifchief  as  Ben-Jocbanan, 

A  Jew  of  humble  parentage  was  be. 

By  trade  a  Levite,  though  of  low  degree :     355 

His  pride  no  higher  than  the  defk  afpir'd, 

But  for  the  drudgery  of  priefts  was  hir'd 

To  read  and  pray  in  linen  ephod  brave. 

And  pick  op  tingle  ftiekels  from  the  grave.     339 

Married  at  laft,  but  finding  charge  come  fafter, 

He  coold  not  live  by  God,  but  chang'd  his 

mailer : 
Infpird  by  want,  was  made  a  fa6iions  tool. 
They  got  a  villain,  and  we  loft  a  fool. 
Still  violent,  whatever  cauie  he  took. 
But  moft  againit  the  party  he  forfook*  365 

For  renegadoes,  who  ne'er  turn  by  halves. 
Are  bound  in  confcience  to  be  double  knaves. 
So  this  profe-prophet  took  moft  monftrous  pains 
To  let  his  mafters  iee  he  earn'd  his  gains. 


Vcr*  358.  •  So  made  for  mfchie/'}  Ben^Joi^hanan  was  Sninnel 
Johnibny  author  of  the  famous  pamphlet  cutitled  Julian^  in  which 
he  drew  a  parallel  betwixt  that  apoftate  and  James  II.  And 
alfo  of  another  ftill  more  offenfive,  called)  An  Addreft  to  the 
Enghjh  Proiejanti  in  King's  James's  Army,  For  which  he  was 
fontenced  to  (land  in  the  piliory  three  feveral  times,  at  Weftmin- 
ftcr,  Cliariog-icrofe,  and  the  Royal  CxchangCy  to  pay  a  fine  of 
five  hundred  marks,  and  be  whipt  from  Newgate  to  Tyburn, 
The  lail  part  of  the  puniihment  was  mildly  executed,  and  he  was 
docradcd  from  his  icclefiaftical  fundions  before  it  was  infli^cd. 
Ofall  the  fcditious  writers  hero  profcribed  by  Dryden,  he  was  a 
man  of  the  greatt'ft  learning  and  bt-li  morals. 

•       Dr.  J*  W4HTOK* 
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Bui  as  the  devil  owes  all  his  imps  a  (hame,     sjo 
He  chofe  the  apoflate  for  his  proper  theme ; 
With  little  pains  he  made  the  pi€iure  true^ 
And  from  refled:ion  took  the  rogue  he  drew. 
A  wondrous  work,  to  prove  the  Jewifti  nation 
In  every  age  a  murmuring  generation  ;         375 
To  trace  em  from  their  infancy  of  finningt 
And  (hew  'em  fad;ious  from  their  firii  begin- 
ning. 
To  prove  they  could  rebels  and  raU,  and  mocky 
Much  to  the  credit  of  the  chofen  flopk ; 
A  (Irong  authority  which  muft  convince^      SM 
That  faints  own  no  allegiance  to  their  prince. 
As  'tis  a  leading-card  to  make  a  whore. 
To  prove  her  mother  had  turn'd  up  before. 
But,  tell  me,  did  the  drunken  patriarch  blefs 
The  fon  that  ihew'd  his  father*s  nakednefs  ?  as5 
Such  thanks  the  prefent  church  thy  pen  will 

Which  proves  rebellion  was  fo  primitive. 
Muft  ancient  failings  be  examples  made  ? 
Then  murtherers  from  Cain  may  learn  their 

trade. 
As  thou  the  heathen  and  the  faint  haft  drawn, 
Methinks  the  apoftate  was  the  better  man  :  391 


Vcr.  384.     Bid,  tell  me,  did  the  drunken  patriarch  blefi]    The 
firll  edition,  b;  a  ftrange  error  of  the  pre(&|  has  patriot. 
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And  thy  hot  fatber,  waving  my  refpe^^ 
Not  of  a  mother-church  but  of  a  fe^. 
And  fuch  he  needs  muft  be  of  thy  inditing^ 
This  comes  of  drinking  afles  milk  and  writing. 
If  Balack  fhould  be  call'd  to  leave  his  place,  396 
As  profit  is  the  loudeil  call  of  grace. 
His  temple  difpofiefs'd  of  one,  would  be 
Repleniih'd  with  feven  devils  more  by  thee. 

Levi,  thou  art  a  load,  I'll  lay  thee  down,  400 
And  (hew  rebellion  bare,  without  a  gown  ; 
Poor  ilaves  in  metre,  dull  and  addle-pated. 
Who  rhime  below  ev'n  David's  pfalms  tran* 

ilated  ; 
Some  in  my  fpeedy  pace  I  muft  out-run. 
As  lame  Mephiboiheth  the  wifard's  ion  :       405 
To  make  quick  way  IMl  leap  o'er  heavy  blocks, 
Shun  rotten  Uzza,  as  I  would  the  pox ; 
And  haften  Og  and  Doeg  to  rehearfe. 
Two  fools  that  crutch  their  feeble  ienie  on  verfe; 
Who,  by  my  mufe,  to  all  fucceeding  times  410 
Shall  live,  in  fpight  of  their  own  dogrel  rhimes. 

Doeg,  though  without  knowing  how  or  why. 
Made  ftill  a  blund'ring  kind  of  melody ; 

ft 

Ver.  412.  Doeg^  though  without  kffowing']  This  charaAer  of 
Elkanah  Settle,  which  is  ex«|uiritely  ikciricml,  particularly  lines 
415,  420,  422,  427,  428,  was  certaioly  infertecl  by  Dryden, 
whom  he  had  offended  by  writing  pamphlets  for  the  Whig^, 
though  he  afterwaruls  fuddenly  changed  lidcs,  and  was  as  violent 
4i<iefe'iMicr  of  Tory  prlaciplcs,  itad  wrote  a  poem  of  high  pane* 
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Spurred  boldly  on,  and  daAi'd   tiiroagfa  thick 

and  thin. 
Through  fenfeand  nonfenfe,  never  out  nor  in;  415 
Free  from  all  meaning,  whether  good  or  bad. 
And,  in  one  word,  heroically  mad : 
He  was  too  warm  on  picking*  work  to  dwell, 
But  fagotted  his  notions  as  they  fell. 
And  if  they  rhim'd  and  rattled,  all  was  well.  420 
Spiteful  he  is  not,  though  he  wrote  a  fatyr. 
For  ftill  there  goes  fome  thinking  to  ill^nature  : 
He  needs  no  more  than  birds  and  beails  to 

think. 
All  his  occaiions  are  to  eat  and  drink, 
if  he  call  rogue  and  rafcal  from  a  garrat,      4^5 
He  means  you  no  more  mifchief  than  a  parrat : 

gyric  on  the  corooation  of  James  IF.  in  l685«  He  was  the  au« 
thor  of  feventeen  plays,  now  totally  forgotten.  I  le  had  a  pen* 
lion  from  the  city  for  writing  an  annual  panegyric  on  the  Lord 
Mayor.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life  he  was  reduced  to  great 
poverty,  and  wrote  low  drolls  for  Bartholomew  Fair,  and  wds 
reduced  in  his  old  age  to  adi  in  farce  a  dragon,  iuclofcd  in  a  green 
leather  of  his  own  invention.  To  which  ouk  witty  fatirift.  Dr. 
I'oangt  alludes  in  his  epifile  to  Pope,  on  tbe  authors  of.  the 
age  :— 

Poor  Elkanah,  all  other  changes  paft. 
For  bread  in  SinitMeld  dragous  hifs'd  at  laA : 
Spit  flreams  of  fire  to  make  the  butchers  gape, 
And  found  bis  manners  fuited  to  his  fhapc* 

Ogt  mentioned  afterwards,  who  was  ShadwcU^  we  muft  rcfcrve 
fpeakiug  of  to  a  more  important  occafiou.  I  cannot  forbear 
adding,  that  Drydeii  was  fo  much  ihortitied  at  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Emperor  of'  Morocco ^  a  tragedy  of  Settle's,  which  was  even  a£led 
at  Whitehall  by  the  court-iudies,  that  he  wrotca  rooftviraletit 
end  even  brutal  cnticifm  on  it,  diluted  by  envy,  rage,  and  jca» 
loufy,  from  which  Dr.  Johnfon  has  given  3  longcxtra^  of  eight 
pages,  which  difgrace  the  pen  of  Drydent       Dr.  J.  Waaton . 
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The  words  for  friend  and  foe  alike  were  madet 
To  fetter  ^em  in  verfe  is  all  his  trade. 
For  almonds  he'll  cry  whore  to  bis  own  mother : 
And  call  young  Abfalom  king  David's  brother* 
Let  him  be  gallows-free  by  my  confent^        43i 
And  nothing  fuffer  iince  he  nothing  meant ; 
Hanging  fuppofes  human  foul  and  reafon^ 
This  animal's  below  committing  treafon  ; 
Shall  he  be  hang'd  who  never  could  rebel  ?  43S 
That's  a  preferment  for  AchitopheK 
The  woman  that  committed  buggary, 
Was  rightly  fentenc'd  by  the  law  to  die ; 
But  'twas  hard  fate  that  to  the  gallows  led 
The  dog  that  never  heard  the  ftatute  read.   440 
Railing  in  other  men  may  be  a  crime. 
But  ought  to  pafs  for  mere  inftinA  in  him : 
In(lin£l  he  follows,  and  no  fkrther  knows. 
For  to  write  verfe  with  him  is  to  tnanfprofe. 
'T were  pity  treaibn  at  his  door  to  lay,  445 

Who  makes  heaven  8 gate  a  lock  to  its  own  key: 
Let  him  rail  on,  let  his  inve^ive  mufe 
Have  four  and  twenty  letters  to  abufe,  ^ 

Which,  if  he  jumbles  to  one  line  of  fenfe, 
Indifi  him  of  a  capital  ofience.  450 

In  firer works  give  him  leave  to  vent  his  fpight, 
Thofe  are  the  only  ferpents  he  can  write  ; 
The  Jieigbt  of  hia  ambition  is,  we  know, 
But  to  be  mailer  of  a  puppet^ihow^ 
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On  that  one  ftage  his  works  may  yet  appear,  455 
And  a  month's  harvefl  keeps  him  all  the  yean 
Now  ftop  your  noies,  readers,  all  and  (bme,^ 
For  here's  a  tun  of  midnight  work  to  come,    r 
Og,  from  a  treafon-tavern  rowling  home.      ) 
Round  as  a  globe,  and  liquor'd  every  chink,    4^0 
Goodly  and  great  he  fails  behind  his  link  ; 
With  all  this  bulk  there's  nothing  loft  in  Og, 
For  every  inch,  that  is  not  fool,  is  rogue : 
A  monftrpus  mafs  of  foul  corrupted  matter,  464 
As  all  the  devils  had  fpewM  to  make  the  batter. 
When  wine  has  giv'n    him    courage  to  bJa(^ 

pheme. 
He  curfes  God,  but  God  before  curd  him ; 
And  if  man  could  have  reafon,  none  has  more. 
That  made  his  paunch  fo  rich,  and  him  fo  poor. 
With  wealth  he  was  not  trufted,  for  heaven 

knew  470 

What  'twas  of  old  to  pamper  up  a  Jew ; 
To  what  would  he  on  quail  and  pheafant  fwell. 
That  even  on  tripe  and  carrion  could  rebel  ? 
But  though  Heaven  made  him  poor,  (with  re^ 

verence  fpcaking) 
He  never  was  a  poet  of  God's  making  ;         475 
The  midwife  laid  her  hand  on  his  thick  ikull. 
With  this  prophetic  blefling — Be  thou  duU; 
Drink)  Iwear,  and  roar, . forbear  no  lewd  delight 
Fit  for  thy  bulk,  do  ^py  th'mg  but  write ; 
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Thou  art  of  lading  make,  like  though tlefs  meOf 
A  ftrong  nativity — but  for  the  pen;  4Si 

Eat  opium,  mingle  arfenic  in  thy  drink, 
Still  Ihou  mayft  live,  avoiding  pen  and  ink* 
I  fee,  I  fee,  'tis  counfel  given  in  vain. 
For  treafon  botcht  in  rhime  will  be  thy  bane,  mS 
Rhime  is  the  rock  on  which  thou  art  to  wreck, 
^is  fiital  to  thy  &me  and  to  thy  neck : 
Why  (hould  thy  metre  good  king  David  blaft? 
A  pfalm  of  his  will  furely  be  thy  kil. 
Dar'ii  thou  prefume  in  verfe  to  meet  thy  foes,  490 
Thou  whom  the  penny  pamphlet  foil'd  in  profe  P 
Doeg,  whom  God  for   mankind  s  mirth  has 

made, 
0*er-tops  thy  talent  in  thy  very  trade ; 
Doeg  to  thee,  thy  paintings  are  fo  coarfe, 
A  poet  Ls  though  he  s  the  poet's  horfe.         495 
A  double  noofe  thou  on  thy  neck  doft  pull. 
For  writing  treaibo,  and  for  writing  dull ; 
To  die  for  fa&ion  is  a  common  evil. 
But  to  be  hang'd  for  nonfenfe  is  the  devil : 
Hadft  thou  the  glories  of  thy  king  expred,   500 
Thy  praifes  had  been  fatyr  at  the  bed  ; 
But  thou  in  clumfy  verXe,  unlickt,  unpointed. 
Haft  ihamefuUy  defy'd  the  Lord's  anointed : 
I  will  not  rake  the  dunghill  of  thy  crimes, 
{"or  who  would  read  thy  life  that  reads  thy 

rhymes  ?  »5 
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But  of  king  David's  foes,  be  this  the  doom. 
May  all  be  like  the  young  man  Abfalom  ; 
And,  for  my  foes,  may  this  their  bleJOiDg  be. 
To  talk  like  Doeg,  and  to  write  like  thee." 

Achitophel  each  rank,  degree,  and  age,  510 
For  various  ends  neglefls  not  to  engage ; 
The wifeand  rich,  for  purfe  and  counfei  brought. 
The  fools  and  beggars,  for  their  number  fought : 
Who  yet  ndt  only  on  the  town  depends. 
For  even  in  court  the  faction  had  its  friends ;  515 
Thefe  thought  the  places  they  pofleft  too  fmall. 
And  in  their  hearts  wiih'd  court  and  king  to  iaJIc 
Whofe  names  the  mufe  difdainiog,  hokls  i'  th* 

dark, 
Thruft  in  the  villain  herd  without  a  mark ; 
With  parafites  and  libel*fpawning  imps,        520 
Intriguing  fops,  dull  jeilers,  and  worfe  pimps. 
Difdain  the  rafcal  rabble  to  purfue. 
Their  fet  cabals  are  yet  a  viler  crew ; 
See  where  involved  in  common  fmoak  they  fit : 
Some  for  our  mirth,  fome  for  our  iatyr  fit :   52a 
Thefe  gloomy,  thoughtful,   and   on  mifchief 

bent. 
While  thofe  for  mere  good  fellowihip  frequent 
The  appointed  club,  can  let  fedition  pais, 
Senfe,  nonienfe,  any  thing  to  employ  the  glais ; 
And  who  believe,  in  their  dull  iMmeit  hearts,  $30 
The  reft  talk  treafon  but  to  (hew  tbeir  parts ; 
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Who  ne'er  had  wit  or  will  for  mifchief  yet. 
But  pleas'd  to  be  reputed  of  a  fet* 

But  in  the  iacred  annals  of  our  plot, 
Induftiious  Arod  never  be  forgot :  535 

The  labours  of  this  midnight^magidrate, 
May  vie  with  Corah's  to  preferve  thefftate. 
In  fearch  of  arms  he  iaiFd  not  to  lay  hold 
On  war's  moft  powerful   dangerous  weapon^ 

gold. 
And  laft,  to* take  from  Jebufites  all  odds,      54(1 
Their  altars  pillag'd,  ftole  their  very  gods ; 
Oft  would  he  cry,  when  treafure  he  furpriz'd, 
'Tis  Baalifli  gold  in  David's  coin  difguis'd. 
Which  to  his  houfe  with  richer  reliques  came, 
While  lumber  idols  only  fed  the  flame :         545 
For  our  wife  rabble  ne  er  took  pains  to  enquire. 
What  'twas  he  burnt,    fo  't  made  a  roufing 

fire. 
With  which  our  elder  was  enricht  no  more 
Than  faUe  Gehazi  with  the  Syrian's  (lore ; 

Ver.  534.     Bui  in  tktfacred  annals  of  our  plot^ 
Indufiiious  Arod  never  be  forgot ;] 

Arod,  Sir  William  Waller,  fon  to  him  who  had  done  fo  much 
fervice  to  the  long  parliament.  He  upheld  the  exclulion  bill 
with  all  his  might,  and  took  every  opportunity  of  (hewing  hit 
hatred  to  Popery,  by  feeking  out  and  difperhng  th^  Papiftt, 
when  aiferobied  to  celebrate  divine  fervice  in  their  way.  To 
which,  if  he  was  not  much  mifreprefented,  he  was  ftimulated 
rather  in  hopes  of  fpoil,  their  altars  being  generally  rich,  than 
out  of  n:fpe&  to  his  country,  or  love  for  religion. 

Derrick. 
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So  poor,  that  when  our  choofing-tribes  were 
met,  550 

£v'n  for  his  (linking  votes  be  ran  in  debt ; 
Tor  meat  the  wicked,  and  as  authors  think. 
The  faints  he  choused  for  his  eleding  drink ; 
Thus  every  (kift  and  fubtle  method  pail, 
A  nd  all  to  be  no  Zaken  at  the  laft.  55B 

Now,  rais'd  on  Tyre's  fad  ruins,  Pharaofa^s 
pride 
Soar'd   high,   his  legions  threatning  &r  and 

wide; 
As  when  a  battering  (lorm  ingendred  high. 
By  winds  upheld,  hangs  hovering  in  the  (ky, 
Isgaz'd  upon  by  every  trembling  fwain,         560 
Tbb  for  his  vineyard  fears,  and  that  his  grain ; 


Ver.  555. aU  to  be  no  Zaken  at  the  It^J]   At  the  chafing 

a  new  parliament  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1679$  Sir  Wil« 
liam  hady  to  no  purpofe,  endeavoured  to  get  himfelf  cbofen 
•into  the  houfe ;  and  the  publicans,  who  trufted  him  at  this  time 
in  fuch  entertainments  as  he  ordered,  found  it  difficult  to  get 
their  money  from  him.  Derrick. 

Ver.  556.     NaWj  raiid  on  Tjfrt^sfad  ruinSy  Pkaraak's  pride 
Soar'd  high,] 

The  fuccefs  of  Lewis  the  XlVth's  arms,  particularly  in  Hol- 
landy  rendered  him  formidable  all  over  Luropc  i  while  Eng- 
Jandy  who  has  it  fo  much  in  her  power  to  command  refped,  was 
fcarcely  regarded.  Weakened  by  domcftic  difputes,  her  king 
always  wanting  money,  and  oppofed  and  kept  bare  by  her  par- 
liament, her  mediation  was  of  no  confequence,  and  the  had  lit- 
tle or  no  influence  abroad.  Dbrrick. 

Ver  560,     Is  ga^d  upon  by  every  trembling  fwam^ 

T hiif  or  lu9  vineyard  fearBy  and  that  his  grain  ; 
As  when  a  battering  jtorm  ingendred  higk^ 
By  winds  upheld^  hangs  hotenng  in  thejky. 
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For  blooming  plants,  and  flowers  new  opening, 

thefe 
For  lambs yean'd  lately,  and  far-lab Ving  bees: 
To  guard  his  (lock  each  to  the  gods  does  call, 
Uncertain  where  the  fire-charg'd   clouds  will 

fall :  565 

Ev'n  fo  the  doubtful  nations  watch  bis  arms, 
With  terror  each  expefting  his  alarms. 
Where,  Judah,  where  was  now  thy  lyon's  roar  ? 
Thou  only  couldftthe  captive  lands  reftore;569 
But  thou,  with  inbred  broils  and  fa6iion  preft. 
From  Egypt  need^ft  a  guardian  with  the  reft. 
Thy  prince  from  Sanhedrims  no  truft  allow*d. 
Too  much  the  reprefenters  of  the  crowd, 
Who  for  their  own  defence  give  no  fupply. 
But  what  the  crown's  prerogatives  muft  buy : 
As  if  their  monarch's  rights  to  violate  5?6 

More  needful  were,  than  to  preferve  the  ftate  I 
From  prefent  dangers  they  divert  their  care. 
And  all  their  fears  are  of  the  royal  heir ; 
Whom  now  the  reigning  malice  of  his  foes  580 
Unjudg'd  would  fentence,    and   e'er  crown'd 

depofe.  ^ 

Religion  the  pretence,  but  their  decree 
To  bar  his  reign,  whatever  his  faith  (ball  be  I 

Qualis  ubi  ad  terras  abrupto  fidere  nimbus 
It  mare  per  medium,  miferis  heu  praefcia  long^ 
Horrefcunt  corda  Agricolis :  dabit  ille  ruinas 
AiboribuSy  (Iragemque  fatis,  ruet  omnia  lat^. 

Virgil.  Mn,  xii.451. 

John  Wartov. 
▼ox^«  I.  X 
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Leave  the  warm  people  no  confidering  time : 
For  then  rebellion  may  be  thought  a  crime,  460 
Avail  jourfelf  of  what  occafion  gives^ 
But  try  your  title  while  your  father  lives : 
And  that  your  arms  may  have  a  fair  pretence^ 
Proclaim  you  take  them  in  the  king^s  defence ; 
Whole  facred  life  each  minute  would  expofe  465 
To  plots,  from  feeming  friends,  and  fecret  foes. 
And  who  can  found  the  depth  of  David's  foul  ? 
Perhaps  his  fear  his  kindnefs  may  controuL 
He  fears  his  brother,  though  he  loves  his  fon. 
For  plighted  vows  too  late  to  be  undone.       470 
If  fo,  by  force  he  wi(hes  to  be  gained : 
Like  women^s  lechery  to  feem  conftrain  d. 
J)oubt  not ;    but,  when  he  moil  a0e6b  the 

frown. 
Commit  a  pleafing  rape  upon  the  crown* 
Secure  his  perfon  to  fecure  your  caufe :         475 
They  who  poiTefs  the  prince  pofTeis  the  Iaws« 

He  faid,  and  this  advice  above  the  reft, 
With  Abfalom's  mild  nature  fuited  heft ; 
UnblamM  for  life,  ambition  fetafide. 
Not  ilain'd  with  cruelty,  nor  puft  with  pride^ 
How  happy  had  he  been,  if  deftiny  4a} 

Had  higher  plac'd  his  birth,  or  not  fo  high  I 
His  kingly  virtues  might  have  claim'd  a  throne, 
And  bleft  all  other  countries  but  his  own. 

Vor.461.  Ayt^W  your/elf  qfifhat  occqfion  giTctf]  Firft  editioiii 
frevailSff.  •        • 
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But  charming  greatnefs  fince  fo  few  refufe,  48S 
Tis  jufler  to  lament  him  than  accufe. 
Strong  were  his  hopes  a  rival  to  remdve. 
With  blandi(hments  to  gain  the  public  love: 
To  head  the  faftion  while  their  zeal  was  hot. 
And  popularly  profecute  the  plot«  490 

To  further  this,  Achitophel  unites 
The  malcontents  of  all  the  Ifraelites : 
Whofe  differing  parties  he  could  wifely  join. 
For  feveral  ends,  to  ferve  the  fame  defign. 
The  beft,  and  of  the  princes  fome  were  fuch,  49^ 
Who  thought  the  power  of  monarchy  too  much; 
Miftaken  men,  and  patriots  in  their  hearts; 
Not  wicked,  but  feduc'd  by  impious  arts. 
By  thefe  the  fprings  of  property  were  bent. 
And  wound  fo  high,  they  cracked  the  govern- 
ment. 500 
The  next  for  interefl  fought  to  embroil  the  ftate. 
To  fell  their  duty  at  a  dearer  rate ; 
And  make  their  Jewifh  markets  of  the  throne ; 
Pretending  public  good  to  ferve  their  own. 
Others  thought  kings  an  ufeleis  heavy  load,  50s 
Who  coft  too  much,  and  did  too  little  good. 
Thefe  were  for  laying  honeft  David  by. 
On  principles  of  pure  good  husbandry. 
With  them  join'd  all   the  haranguers  of  the 

throng. 
That  thought  to  get  preferment  by  the  tongue. 
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Who  follow  next  a  double  danger  brings        5il 
Not  only  hating  David,  but  the  king; 
The  Solymaean  rout ;  well  vers'd  of  old, 
In  godly  faction,  and  in  treafon  bold ; 
Cowring  and  quaking  at  a  conqueror's  fword. 
But  lofty  to  a  lawful  prince  reftor'd ;  5i6 

Saw  with  difdain  an  Ethnic  plot  begun, 
And  fcorn'd  by  Jebuiites  to  be  outdone. 
Hot  Levites  headed  thefe ;  who  pulFd  before 
From  the  ark,  which  in  the  Judges'  days  they 
bore,  520 

RefumM  their  cant,  and  with  a  zealous  cry, 
Purfu'd  their  old  belov'd  Theocracy  : 
Where  Sanhedrim  and  prieft  enflav'd  the  nap 

tion, 
And  juftified  their  fpoils  by  infpiration  : 
For  who  fo  fit  to  reign  as  Aaron's  race,        525 
If  once  dominion  they  could  found  in  grace  I 
Thefe  led  the  pack;  though  not  of  fureft  foent, 
Yet  deepeft  mouth'd  againft  the  government. 
A  numerous  ho.(l  of  dreaming  faints  fucceed. 
Of  the  true  old  enthufiaftic  breed :  530 

'Gainft  form  and  order  they  their  power  em- 
ploy. 
Nothing  to  build,  and  all  things  to  deiiroy. 


Ver.  525.  For  who  fo  Jit  to  reign  as  Aaro^i's  raoe^l  In  the  firft 
edition — 

For  who  fo  ^ifor  reign  as  Aaron's  race.  •        • 


1 
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But  far  more  numerous  was  the  herd  of  fucb. 
Who  think  too  little,  and  who  talk  too  much.. 
Thefe  out  of  mere  inftind,  they  knew  not  why, 
Ador'd  their  fathers'  God  and  property;       536 
And  by  the  fame  blind  benefit  of  fate, 
The  devil  and  the  Jebufite  did  hate : 
Born  to  be  fav'd,  even  in  their  own  defpite, 
Becaufe  they  could  not  help  believing  right.  54a 
Such  were  the  tools :  but  a  whole  Hydra  more 
Remains  of  fprouting  heads  too  long  to  fcore. 
Some  of  their  chiefs  were  princes  of  the  land ; 
In  the  firft  rank  of  thefe  did  Zimri  ftand  ; 


Ver.  544.  In  thefirft  rrwA:]  It  will  be  difficult  to  find  in  Honcei 
Boileau,  or  Pope,  any  portrait  drawn  with  fuch  truth  and  fpirit 
as  this  of  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Pope  entered  the  lifis 
with  his  mailer,  but  has  not  come  up  to  the  vigor,  the  variety 
of  follies  enumerated,  the  nice  difcriminations  of  foibles  and 
weakneflbs,  the  lone  of  plcafantry  and  contempt,  the  contrari- 
eties and  inconfiftcncies,  enumerated  by*  Dryden,  Thcfo  lines 
were  intended  as  a  payment  in  full,  fur  the  bitter,  but  defer ved 
fatire  of  the  Rehcarfal,  a^led  about  nine  years  before.  Whe- 
ther Bayes  or  Zimri  be  placed  in  the  mure  ridiculous  light,  I 
will  not  determine.  But  undoubtedly,  the  very  unnatural  and 
forced  fentiments,  the  fuftian  and  bombad  language,  the  inar- 
tificial plots,  the  abfurd  fituations,  and  total  want  of  decorum 
in  our  author's  plays,  are  expofed  in  the  Rehearfal  with  much 
good  manly  fenfc  and  found  criticifm.  And  I  cannot  but  be 
furprifed  that  Dr.  Johnfon  (hould  fpcak  of  this  piece  in  fo  con- 
temptuous a  manner,  calling  it  a  mere  farce,  and  wondering  it 
(liould  be  thought  the  production  of  fevcral  wits  united  in  the 
fcheme.  But  Dryden  was  fo  much  his  favourite,  that  he  has 
endeavoured  to  palliate  many  of  bis  faults,  and  almoft  to  defend 
his  rhime-tragedies,  faying,  ''  that  we  know  not  the  effed  it 
might  have  on  the  paffions  of  an  audience;  but  it  has  this  con- 
venience, that  fenteuces  Hand  more  independent  on  each  other, 
and  Ariking  palTages  are  therefore  eafily  feleded  and  retained. 
Thus  the  defeription  of  night  in  the  Indian  Emperor,  and  the 
Rife  and  Fall  of  Empire  in  the  Conqueft  of  Granada,  are  more 
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A  man  fo  various^  that  be  feem'd  to  be  i4i 
Not  one^  but  all  mankind's  epitome : 

• 

frequently  repeated  than  any  lines  in  All  for  LoVe,  or  Don  Se- 
ballian."  Woe  to  that  tragedy  whefc  merit  depends  on  fttikiug 
detached  paflages,  on  feied  fentences,  and  florid  defcriptions ) 

Dr.  J.  Waatok. 

Ibid.  ^-  '         iimri 

Amanfevariom^  tkai  kefeem'dtobe 

Not  oRf ,  but  all  mankind's  fpitame :] 
Was  drawn  for  Georgje  Villiers,  who  fuccecded  to  the  title  of 
Duke  of  Buckingham^  on  the  death  of  his  father,  who  was  mur* 
dered  by  Feltou.    ''  He  had  fome  wit,  great  vivacity,  was  th6 
miniftef  of  riot^  the  flave  of  intemperancei  a  pretended  atheift, 
without  honor,  principle,  ceconomy,  or  difcretion.*'    He  had  i^ 
£ne  perfon,  and  the  women  deemed  him  handfome ;  he  was  ca- 
pricious and  farcaflic  i  fung  well ;  told  a  ilory  very  facetioufly  ; 
mimicked  the  failings  of  others  admirably  ;  and  poflefled  ftroii'g 
powers  for  ridicule ;    vcrfified  with  eafc :   but  knew  all  his  ac- 
compliftiments,  and  foiled  them  by  his  intolerable  vanity.     He 
had  fhared  in  the  king's  exile,  and  coming  into  pofleffion  of 
more  than  20,0001.  per  annum,  at  the  rcdoration^  was  a  great 
favorite.     In  1666  it  was  difcovered,  that  he  had  endeavoured 
to  Air  up  fuch  of  the  people  that  were  ill-difpoied  to  the  govern- 
ment, becaufe  he  had  been  refufed  the  truftof  preQdent  of  the  - 
North.     In  the  following  year  he  made  his  peace  at  court,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Cabal,  which  was  made  up  of  five  mi- 
niilers,  in  whom  alone  the  king  for  foroe  time  confided,  and  who 
led  him  into  meafures  that  were  produdive  of  all  the  uneafinefi; 
he  afterwards  fuftained.     In  1676  he  became  a  favorer  of  the 
nonconformifts ;  and  in  the  affaii-s  of  the  Popifii  plot,  and  bill  of 
exclufion,  ftuck  clofe  to  Shaftefbury,  and,  with  all  his  (Irengtli 
and  influence,  oppofed  the  court.     Having  at  length  fc^uandered 
away  almoft  all  his  immenfe  fortune,  with  the  acquifition  of  an 
infamous  chara^r,  he  departed  this  life  in  \6B7f  lamented  by 
nobody,  according  to  Wood,  at  his  boufc  in  Yorkshire :  but 
Pope  fays,  he  died  in  the  utmoA  mifcry,  in  a  remote  inn  in 
Vorkfliire,  having  run  through  a  fortune  of  50,0001.  a  year, 
and  been  peflelfcd  of  fome  of  the  higheft  pofls  in  the  kingdom. 

*'  In  the  worft  inn's  worft  room,  with  mat  half  hung, 
'<  The  floors  of  plaifler,  an^the  walls  of  dung; 
«*  On  once  a  flock-bed,  but  repaired  with  ftraw, 
*^  With  tape-tied  curtains,  never  meant  to  draw, 
'*  The  George  and  Garter  dangling  from  that  bed, 
**  Where  tawdry  yellow  ftrovc  with  dirty  red ; 
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Stiff  in  ofMnions,  always  in  the  wrong ; 
Was  every  thing  by  fiarts,  and  nothing  long ; 
But,  in  the  courfe  of  one  revolving  moon,    549 
Was  chymift,  fidler,  ftatefman,  and  buflbon : 
Then  all  for  women,  painting,  rhiming,  drink- 

ingf 
Befides  ten  thoufand  freaks  that  dy^d  in  think* 

ing. 

Bleft  madman,  who  could  every  hour  employ. 

With  fomething  new  to  wi(h,  or  to  enjoy ! 

Railing  and  praiiing  were  his  ufual  themes  ;  555 

And  both,  to  (hew  his  judgment,  in  extremes : 

So  over  violent,  or  over  civil. 

That  every  man  with  him  was  God  or  Devil. 

In  fquandering  wealth  was  his  peculiar  art : 

Nothing  went  unrewarded  but  defert.  56q 

* 

"  Great  Villiers  lies,  alas !  how  changed  from  him, 

<'  Hiat  life  of  pleafare,  and  that  foul  of  whim,  > 

**  Gallant  and  gay,  in  Cliefden's  proud  alcove, 

**  The  bow'r  of  wanton  Shrewlbury,  and  love : 

**  Or  jaft  as  gay  at  council,  in  a  ring 

**  Of  mimicked  ftatefmeu,  and  a  merry  king. 

**  No  wit  to  flatter  left,  of  all  his  ftore ! 

*^  No  fool  to  laugh  at,  which  he  valu'd  more. 

**  There  vidor  of  his  health,  of  fortune,  friendi, 

**  And  fame;  this  lord  of  ufelefs  thoufands  ends.'' 

His  grace  was  the  author  of  feveral  pieces  of  entertainment, 
but  particularly  the  Rehearfal :  the  Bayes  of  which  he  intended 
lor  Dryden,  who  has  fully  avenged  himfelf  in  the  charader  of 
Zimri,  with  this  advantage,  that  the  pidure  is  an  exad  refem« 
blance.  Dsrbick, 

Ver.  550.  Was  chymyt,  Jidkr,  fiattfman^  and  Infwm:} 
Schaenobates,  augur,  medicus,  magus,  omnia  novit. 

John  Waktof* 

▼01.  X.  9 
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Beggared   by  fools,  whom  ftill  bq  found  too 

late ; 
^e  hafl  his  jeil»  apd  they  bad  his  eftate. 
He  laqgh'd  bimW  from  court;  then  fought  re^ 

lief 
By  forming  parties,  but  could  ne'er  be  chief: 
For,  fpite  of  him,  the  weight  of  bufinefs  fell  56s 
On  Abfalom,  and  wife  Achitophel : 
Thus,  wicked  but  in  will,  of  means  bereft, 
He  left  not  fa6i^0Q,  but  of  that  was  left. 

Titles  ^n^  Uf^mes  'twere  tedious  to  rehearie 
Of  lo^dsj  belo.w  the  dignity  of  verfe.  57a 

Wits,  warriors,  commonwealth  Vmen*  were  the 

Kind  huil^nds,  and  mere  nobles,  all  the  reft* 
And  ther^fpre^  in  the  n^me  of  dulnefe,  be 
The  well-huDg  Balaam  and  cold  Caleb  free : 

Ver.  569^  Titles  and  names']  Fourfcore  years  ago  it  migbt  have 
been  interefting  and  entertaining  to  have  known  the  particular 
hiftories  of  the  peribns  here  enumerated.  Who  enquires  any 
thing  relating  to  oaUiam^  who  was  the  ^rl  of  Huntingdon  ;  to 
Nadab^  Lord  Howard  of  Efcrick ;  to  bull-faced  Jwias^  meaning 
Sir  William  Jones,  a  great  lawyer  of  his  time,  and  ment\oned 
by  Burnet  asJu^ving  refiifed  the  great  ^eal ;  ioShmd^  wh9  was 
Slingfby  Bethel,  Efq^  famous  for  nis  avaiice,  of  wbom  9ur  poet 
fays  coarfely, 

^'  Cool  was  his  kitchen,  though  his  brains  were  hot.** 

The  only  perfon  of  whom  we  wiQi  0  know  more  was  CcM^ 
who  wasTord  Lord  Grey,  whofe  i^emoir^  i^  vety  curious. 

Dr.  J*  Wartoh.    . 

Ver.  574.  ■        oM  CaUbl  Lord  Grey,  who  was  child- 

lefi.    MS*  Note  by  Mr.  LuttxclU  Maloke* 
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And  canting  Nadab  let  oblivion  damn,         575 
Who  made  new  porrige  for  the  pafchal  lamb. 

Yen  575.  And  canting  Nadab  let  oblivion  damn. 

Who  made  new  porrige  for  the  pq/chal  lamb.] 
Nadab  is  Lord  Howard  of  Efcrick,  who  took  the  facrameDt 
in  lamb's  wool.    MS.  Note  by  Mr.  Luttrell. 

Ma  to  ITS. 

Ford,  Lord  Grey  of  Werk,  was  ftrongly  attached  to  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  a  zealous  promoter  of  Lord  Shaftefbury's  mea- 
Tures,  and  a  conftant  opponent  of  the  court*  He  was  a  fmootk 
talker,  pofiefled  of  a  large  ellate,  both  which  accomplifliments 
save  him  influence  among  the  people.  Being  concerned  in  the 
Ryehoufe-ploty  he  was  arrefted,  and  examined  before  the  privy- 
council,  who  ordered  him  to  the  Tower;  but  when  the  meffen- 
ger,  who  had  the  care  of  him,  brought  him  thither,  the  gates 
were  fhutf  it  being  late,  and  they  could  not  get  in ;  fo  that  they 
fpent  the  whole  night  together,  and  drank  pretty  freely.  In  the 
morning  they  came  to  the  Tower  again  very  early,  the  doors 
not  being  as  yet  opened  ;  and  his  keeper,  who  was  very  drunk, 
foiling  afleep,  he  turned  down  towards  the  wharf,  and  taking 
oars,  got  off  to  Holland.  Here  he  joined  his  old  friend  Mon- 
mouth, whom  he  contributed  to  fpirit  up  to  the  rebellion  in 
the  enfuiug  reign,  that  brought  that  unhappy  nobleman  to  the 
block. 

The  Duke  is  faid  to  have  relied  much  upon  him  to  very  lit- 
tle purpofe ;  for  he  was  charged  with  having  made  a  poor  and 
cowardly  figure  at  Sedgemore,  where  he  headed  the  Duke's  ca- 
valry, which  was,  by  his  daftardly  behaviour,  thrown  into  con. 
fttfion,  and  the  king's  forces  obtained  a  complete  vidlory.  Lord 
Grey  was  taken  at  Holtbridge  in  a  (hepherd's  habit;  and  the 
duke  himielf  was  foon  after  feized  in  a  ditch,  difguifed  like  a 
peafant,  with  a  few  peafe  in  his  pocket ;  neither  of  them  be* 
haved  with  compofure  or  equanimity,  and  both  were  brought 
prifoners  together  to  London.  Monmouth's  fate  has  been  aU 
leiidy  taken  notice  of ;  but  Lord  Grey's  life  was  faved  by  a  pro* 
per  application  of  feveral  fums  of  money ;  Lord  Rocheuer  hay* 
ing  touched  16OOOI.  He  was,  befides,  mean  enough  to  confefs 
every  thing  that  he  knew  relative  to  Monmouth,  or  his  defigm, 
and  even  appeared  as  an  evidence  againft  feveral  perfons :  how- 
ever, he  had  before  ftipulated  for  their  lives. 

Lord  Howard  was  bred  up  in  republican  principles ;  he  was  a 
profeffed  enemy  to  monarchical  government,  (tuck  faft  to  all 
Shaftefbury's  feditious  undertakings,  and  was  very  adive  in  pro- 
iqoting  riots,  and  oppofing  the  Tory  intercfl  in  the  city.    He 
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Let  friendfliip's  holy  band  fome  names  aifure; 
Some  their  own  worth,  and  fome  let  fcorn  fe- 

cure. 
Nor  ftiall  the  rafcal  rabble  here  have  place,    579 
Whom  kings  no  titles  gaw,  and  God  no  grace : 
Not  buU-fac'd  Jonas,  who  could  (latutes  draw 
To  mean  rebellion,  and  make  treafon  law. 
But  he,  though  bad,  is  followed  by  a  worfe. 
The  wretch  who  heaven's  anointed  dar*d  to  curfe ; 

had  been  committed  to  the  Tower,  for  endeavouring  to  perfuade 
Fitzh arris,  who  was  tried  for  being  concerned  in  a  feditious  li- 
bel, to  accufe  the  king,  queen,  and  duke,  of  fome  designs  againft 
the  people's  liberty ;  and  was  actually  engaged  fo  far  in  the 
Byenoufe-plot,  as  to  have  liilened  to  a  fchemc  propofed  for 
murdering  the  king.  Lord  Rufll.*!,  and  fome  other  men  of  ho. 
nor»  linked  in  this  confpiracy,  knew  of  nothing  but  a  defign  of 
fccuring  his  royal  perfon,  till  fucb  time  as  they  fliould  have  ob- 
tained from  him  a  certainty  of  the  fupport  and  firm  cf)ablif]i<» 
ment  of  the  Proteilaut  religion,  which  tbefe  patriots,  not  withx 
out  reafon,  fuppofcd  to  be  in  fome  danger. 

A  warrant  being  iffued  out  againil  him  on  this  account,  ha 
was  found  hid  in  a  chimney  iu  his  own  houfe,  and  when  dragged 
down,  behaved  in  the  moil  contemptible  manner,  bewailing  his 
misfortune  with  tears,  promifmg  to  reveal  every  thing  he  knew; 
and  he  kept  his  word,  being  ufed  as  a  witnefs  againft  the  good 
Lord  Ruifel,  and  many  other  people  in  great  eflimation :  nor 
did  the  fucceeding  reign  excufe  his  being  flill  called  upon  to  do 
their  dirty  work,  a  drudgery  of  which  he  complained  in  heavy 
terms.  Derrick. 

Ver.  576.  IVho  made  new  porrige]  I  have  avoided  in  theTe  re- 
ma  rks,  the  irkfoine,  and,  perhaps,  ufelefs  talk,  of  pointing  oat, 
from  time  to  time,  the  many  vulgar,  familiar,  fiat,  coarie,. 
and  profaic  expreflions,  into  which  our  author  fo  frequently  and 
unexpedledly  falls,  in  the  midll  of  palTages  remarkably  beau* 
liful: 

medio  de  fonte  leporum 

Surgit  amari  aliquid.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  581.  Jortast  who  could ftaiutcs  draw]  Sir  William 

Jones,    He  drew  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad.       MS.  Luttrcll. 

Ma  LONE. 
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Shimei,  whofe  youth  did  early  promife  bring  5S5 
Of  zeal  to  God  and  hatred  to  his  king  -, 
Did  wifely  from  expeniive  fins  refrain. 
And  never  broke  the  fabbath,  but  for  gain  : 
Nor  ever  was  he  known  an  oath  to  vent, 
Or  curfe,  unleis  againft  the  government.       590 
Thus  heaping  wealth,  by  the  mod  ready  way 
Among  the  Jews,  which  was  to  cheat  and  pray : 

Ver.  583.  Skitnei^  who/e  youth  did  early  promife  bring]  In  the 
iirft  edition : 

Shimei,  whofe  early  youth  did  promife  bring. 

Ibid.    Shitnei^  whofe  youth  did  early  promifi  bring 
Cfzeal  to  Godfand  hatred  to  his  king;] 

Shimei,  Slingfby  Bethel,  Efq.  by  poll  chofen  one  of  the  flic* 
riffsi  for  the  city  of  London,  on  Midfummer-day,  l580,  was  a 
zealous  fanatic,  and  had  been  formerly  one  of  the  committee  of 
fafety ;  however,  to  render  bimfelf  fit  for  his  office,  he  received 
the  mcrament,  and  renounced  the  covenant,  but  not  his  factious 
principles*  Burnet  calls  him  a  man  of  knowledge,  and  fays  be 
tvrote  a  learned  book  about  the  intereft  of  princes ;  but  that  his 
miferable  way  of  living,  and  miferly  difpofition,  was  very  pre. 
judicial  to  his  party,  and  rendered  him  difagreeable  to  every 
body. 

When  the  king,  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  had  changed  Lord 
Stafford's  fentence  from  banging  to  beheading,  he  officioufly 
and  impudently  petitioned  the  Houfe  ef  Commons,  to  know 
whether  fuch  a  right  was  veiled  in  the  king  ?  And  he  and  his  col- 
league, Henry  Cornifli,  tampered  with  Fitz-Harris,  while  in 
Newgate,  about  introducing*the  nam^  of  the  king,  the  queen, 
or  the  duke,  as  concerned  in  the  PopiAi  plot ;  and  promifing 
him,  in  cafe  he  could  only  trump  up  a  formal  (lory  tu  that  pur- 
pofe,  not  only  his  life,  but  reilitution  of  his  eflate,  which  had 
been  forfeited  in  the  Irifli  rebellion :  for  Fitz-Harris  was  an 
Irifli  Roman  Catholic. 

Cornifli  was  a  plain-fpoken  honeft  republican,  who  temporized 
for  the  good  of  his  party ;  he  was  unjuftly  accufed  in  l685  of 
high  treafon,  and  hurried  out  of  the  world  without  being  al« 
lowed  time  fufficient  to  prepare  for  his  defence,  for  he  was  tried » 
condemnedi  and  executed  in  a  week ;    but  King  James  was 
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The  city  to  reward  his  pious  hate 
Againft  his  mafter»  chofe  him  magiftrate. 
His  hand  a  vare  of  juftice  did  uphold  ;  595 

His  neck  was  loaded  with  a  chain  of  gold. 
During  his  office  treafon  was  no  ciime ; 
The  fons  of  Belial  had  a  glorious  time : 
For  Shimei,  though  not  prodigal  of  pelf. 
Yet  lov'd  his  wicked  neighbour  as  himfelf.    600 
When  two  or  three  were  gathered  to  declaim 
Againft  the  monarch  of  Jeruialem, 
Shimei  was  always  in  the  midft  of  them  : 
And  if  they  curs'd  the  kuig  when  he  was  by, 
Would  rather  curfe  than  break  good  company. 
If  any  durft  his  fa£iious  friends  accufe,  606 

He  pack'd  a  jury  of  diflenting  Jews  ; 
Whofe  fellow-feeling  in  the  godly  caule 
Would  free  the  fufifering  faint  from  human  laws. 
For  laws  are  only  made  to  puniih  thoie        6io 
Who  ferve  the  king,  and  to  prote6):  his  foes. 
If  any  leifure  time  he  had  from  power, 
(Becaufe  'tis  fin  to  mifemploy  an  hour,) 


(horily  after  fo  well  convinced  of  hi^  innocence,  that  he  refiored 
his  eftate  to  his  family,  and  condemned  the  two  witneiles  that 
had  appeared  againft  him,  Colonel  Rurafej,  and  Goodenough 
the  attorney,  to  perpetual  imprifonment.  Dereick.    * 

Ver.  594.  Agai^  hu  mqfier^  chqfe  km  fMgi^rate.]  Sheriff. 
MS.  LuttrelL  Malonb. 

Ver.  595.  a  vare  ofjuJUce]  Thtis  the  iirft  edition,-- 

Derrick  reads  v^fc*  •        • 
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bufinefs  was^  by  writing  to  perfuade. 
That  kings  were  ufelefs,  and  a  clog  to  trade:  615 
And,  that  his  noble  flyle  he  might  refine. 
No  Rechabite  more  (hunnM  the  fumes  of  wine. 
Chafte  were  his  cellars,  and  his  (hrieval  board 
The  groisnefs  of  a  city  feaft  abhorred :  619 

His  cooks  with  long  difufe  their  trade  forgot ; 
Cool  was  his  kitchen^    though  his  brains  wer^ 

.  hot. 
Such  frugal  virtue  malice  may  accufe ; 
But  fure  'twas  neceflary  to  the  Jews  : 
Por  towns,  once  burnt,  fuch  magifirates  require 
As  dare  nibt  tempt  God's  providence  by  fire.  625 
With  fpiritual  food  he  fed  his  fervarits  well. 
But  free  from  fle(h  that  made  the  Jews  rebel : 
And  Mofes'  laws  he  held  in  m6re  account, 
I*or  forty  days  of  failing  in  the  mount 
To  fpeak  the  reft  who  better  are  forgot,       6so 
Would  tire  a  well-breath'd  witnefs  of  the  plot. 
Yet  Corah,  thou  (halt  from  oblivion  pals ; 
£re6l  thyfelf,  thou  monumental  brails. 


Vef.  614.  His  bufnefs  was,  by  writing  to  ptrfuadCf  ^c]  See  his 
<«  Interest  of  the  feveral  Proteftant  Powers.*  MS.  Note  by  Mr. 
Luttrelh  Ma  LONE. 

Ver.  61 8.  Ckq^t  xoerehis  cellars^  and  his  Jhrieval  boards  ^cJ\ 
He  kept  a  very  poor  and  fcandalous  fhrievaltry.  MS.  Note  by 
Mr.  Luttrell.  M  a  loh  s. 

Ter.  632.  Yet  Corahs']  This  was  Titus  Oates,  the  informer  of 
the  execrable  Popifli  plot,  which  was  fo  loaded  with  abfurdi« 
ties  and  inconliftencies,  that  to  have  believed  it,  is  a.  lafting 
di (grace  to  the  people  of  this  country.  He  was  himfelf  the  moft 
infamous  of  men ,  and  among  other  crimes^  had  been  indided 
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High  as  the  ferpent  of  thy  metal  made. 

While  nations  (land  fecure  beneath  thy  {hade. 

"Whaty  though  his  birth  were  bafe,  yet  comets 

rife  636 

From  earthly  vapours,  ere  they  (hine  in  fkies. 

Prodigious  actions  may  as  well  be  done 

By  weaver^s  iflue,  as  by  prince's  fon. 

This  arch-atteflor  for  the  pubUc  good  640 

By  that  one  deed  ennobles  all  his  blood. 

Who  ever  aik'd  the  witnefies'  high  race^ 

Whofe    oath    with   martyrdom    did   Stephen 
grace  ? 

Ours  was  a  Levite,  and  as  times  went  then^ 
His  tribe  were  God  Alibighty's  gentlemen.  645 


for  perjury ;  and  been  expelled  from  a  cbaplainfliip  in  the  fleet 
on  complaint  of  fome  unnatural  practices.  So  ample  an  account 
has  been  given  of  ihe  intended  murders,  maifacres,  and  cruel- 
ties, by  Burnet,  Echard,  North,  and  Hume,  thai  they  need 
not,  and  cannot,  be  detailed  in  this  place,  and  are  indeed  fuf- 
ficiently  known.  Oates  for  his  difcovery  was  by  the  Parh'a- 
mcnt  recommended  to  the  king,  was  lodged  in  Whitehall,  and 
protend  by  cuards,  and  had  a  penfion  of  12001.  a  year.  But 
m  the  fucceeding  reign,  l685,  this  abandoned  villain  was  con^ 
vided  of  the  moft  atrocious  perjury,  on  the  fuUeft  and  clearefl 
evidence^  was  fined  a  theufand  marks  on  each  of  two  indi6t- 
ments,  and  fentenced  to  be  whipped  on  two  different  days  from 
Aldgate  to  Newgate,  to  be  imprifoned  for  life,  and  to  be  pillo- 
ried five  times  every  year.  All  this  he  furvived,  and  in  the  fuc* 
ceeding  reign>  obtained  a  penfion  of  2001.  a-year. 

Dr.  J.  Wabton, 

Ver.  6S7*  From  earthly  vapontrs]  Earthy^  firft  edition. 

« 

Ver.  639.  By  weaoer^s  jfne^  4f.]  Titus  Gates  was  the  fon  of  a 
iireayer.    MS.  Note  by  Mr.  LuUiell.  MaIiOHIU 
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Sunk  were  his  eyes,  his  voice  was  harfli  and 

loud. 
Sure  iigns  he  neither  choleric  was,  nor  proud : 
His  long  chin  prov'd  his   wit ;   his  faint*like 

grace 
A  church  vermillion,  and  a  Mofes'  face. 
His  memory,  miraculouily  great,  650 

Could  plots,  exceeding  man's  belief,  repeat ; 
Which  therefore  cannot  be  accounted  lies, 
For  human  wit  could  never  fuch  devife. 
Some  future  truths  are  mingled  in  his  book  ; 
But  where  the  witnefs  faiFd,  the  prophet  fpoke : 
Some  things  like  viiionary  flights  appear  ;    656 
The  fpirit   caught  him  up  the  Lord  knows 

where ; 
And  gave  him  his  rabbinical  degree. 
Unknown  to  foreign  univerfity. 
His  judgment  yet  his  memory  did  excel ;      669 
Which  piec'd  his  wonderous  evidence  fo  well. 
And  fuited  to  the  temper  of  the  times. 
Then  groaning  under  Jebufitic  crimes. 
Let  Ifraers  foes  fufpe^  his  heavenly  call. 
And  ra(hly  judge  his  writ  apocryphal ;  66s 

Our  laws  for  fuch  affronts  have  forfeits  made : 
He  takes  his  life  who  takes  away  his  trade. 

Ver.  656.  Some  things  like  vifionary  flights  appear;'}  Firfl  edi« 
tion.    Derrick  h^sfligkt.  *         * 

Ver.  659*  Unkfwam  to  foreign  vmverfity*']   He  pretended   to 
bave  takeu  a  degree  at  Safamanca.  MS*  Note  by  Mr.  Liittrell, 

MaXiOKX. 
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lYere  I  myfelf  in  witnefs  Corah's  place. 
The  wretch  who  did  me  fuch  a  dire  difgrace. 
Should  whet  my  memory,  though  once  forgot. 
To  make  him  an  appendix  of  my  plot.  671 

His  zeal  to  heaven  made  him  his  prince  defpife, 
And  load  his  perfon  with  indignities.  . 
But  zeal  peculiar  privilege  affords. 
Indulging  latitude  to  deeds  and  words:     j   675 
And  Corah  might  for  Agag's  murder  call. 
In  terms  as  coarfe  as  Samuel  us'd  to  Saul. 


Ver.  676.  And  Corah  might  for  Agag's  murder  call^]  AgELg, 
Sir  Edmoiidbury  Godfrey,  a  juilice  of  peace,  before  whom  Gates 
had  made  his  fir/l  depofition,  and  who  was,  foou  after,  found 
murdered  in  a  ditch  near  Primrofe-hill,  on  the  road  to  Hamp. 
ilead,  his  fword  being  run  quite  through  his  body,  without  any 
effufion  of  blood.  This  was  done,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  with  a 
view  to  make  people  think  he  had  murdered  hirafelf;  whereas, 
in  fa£^,  bis  death  was  occafioned  by  flrangling,  a  broad  livid 
mark  being  plain  round  his  neck,  which  was  broken,  and  his 
bread  bruifed  in  feveral  places,  as  if  he  had  been  kneeled  or 
trampled  upon.  His  gloves  and  cane  lay  near  him,  his  flioes 
were  clean,  and  his  money  untouched.  It  is  very  furprifing, 
that  his  murderers  were  never  difcovered,  though  Bed loe,  an  in- 
famous wretched  incendiary,  fwore  the  crime  againft  two  or 
three  innocent  people,  who  fuffered  death.  The  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury took  prodigious  pains  to  force  fome  unhappy  perfons  to 
fwear  it  upon  the  Papids,  offering  them  5001.  reward,  in  cafe 
they  acquiefced ;  and  menacing  them  in  the  fevered  manner,  if 
they  refufed.*  He  threatened  one  Mrs.  Mary  Gibbons,  a  relation 
of  Sir  Godfrey's,  that  die  diould  be  worried  to  death,  as  dogs 
worry  cats,  unlefs  die  confefled  that  Sir  John  Banks,  Mr.  Pc- 
pys,  and  Mr.  De  Puy,  knew  fomething  of  the  murder:  by  his 
rude  behaviour  the  woman  was  thrown  into  fits,  and  her  life  en- 
dangered ;  he  labored  hard  to  induce  the  two  men  who  firft 
found  the  corpfe,  to  lay  the  murder  upon  fome  great  Roman 
Catholic  ;  but  though  they  were  both  in  mean  circumdances,  he 
cfould  not  pervert  their  honedy.  Nor  had  he  more  fuccefs  with 
Francis  Carrol,  an  honed  common  hackney  coachman,  whom 
fome  of  his  emiflahes  acciifed  of  having  carried  the  corpfe  in  his 
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What  others  in  hw  evidence  did  join, 
The  befl;  that  could  be  had  for  love  or  coin. 
In  Corah's  own  predicament  will  fall :  680 

For  witnefs  is  a  common  name  to  all. 

Surrounded  thus  with  friends  of  every  fort. 
Deluded  Abfalom  forfakes  the  court : 


coach,  to  the  place  in  which  it  was  found.  This  poor  man  was 
confined  in  Newgate  near  two  months,  loaded  with  irons,  en- 
clofed  in  a  dungeon,  the  noifomenefs  of  which  was  contagiousy 
and  adually  kept  from  Thurfday  to  Sunday  without  victuals,  in 
fuch  mifery,  that  he  begged  hard  for  a  knife  to  end  a  wretched 
life,  which  he  faid  he  would  rather  forfeit  than  (lain  his  foul 
with  perjury.  He  was  at  length  difmiflVd,  after  having  given 
proofs  of  integrity,  that  would  have  done  honour  to  the  mod 
refined  underftanding. 

The  inconfiftcncies  and  contradidlions  of  the  witnefles,  who 
pretended  to  know  the  circumdances  of  Sir  Godfrey's  death,  fuf- 
ficicntly  acquit  the  different  perfons  who  fuffered  upon  their  tef- 
timony.  Perhaps  he  was  difpatched  in  reality  by  fome  zealous  , 
Papifl,  who  feared  that  Oates's  information  might  be  prejudi-  * 
cial  to  the  Catholic  interefl,  and  that  the  juflice  might  be  here* 
after  fummoned  as  a  fecondary  evidence ;  or  may  be,  it  was 
perpetrated  by  the  contrivers  and  inventors  of  the  Popifti  plot, 
to  throw  the  greater  odium  on  the  court,  and  the  party  they 
meant  to  ruin  :  if  fo,  they  fucceeded  to  admiration. 

"  Sir  Edmondibury  Godfrey  was  a  man  ©f  a  very  good  cha- 
"  rader,  of  a  referved  melancholy  turn  of  mind,  an  enemy  to 
^'  all  perfecution,  and  rather  a  protedor  than  profecutor  of 
'*  Nonconformifls.  He  had,  with  reludlance,  received  Oates's 
''  information.  As  to  the  report  that  prevailed  of  his  having 
''  been  murdered  by  the  Papifts,  becaufe  their  violent  enemy^ 
''  it  was  without  any  manner  of  foundation,  for  he  was  upon 
**  good  terms  with  the  party  in  general.  It  has  been  affirmed, 
*^  that  he  hanged  himfelf  iu  his  own  houfe,  and  that  his  two  bro- 
'*  thers,  who  were  his  next  heirs,  had  the  body  conveyed 
^'  abroad,  and  the  fword  run  through  it,  that  fo  it  might  be 
''  thought  he  was  affaffinated,  and  the  crown  thereby  prevented 
**  from  feizing  on  his  efife6b." — fiurnet,  Echard,  Smollett. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  683.  Deluded  Abfalom]  I  intended  to  have  pointed  out, 
as  we  paifed  along,  the  art  and  dexterity  of  the  poet  in  adapting 
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Impatient  of  high  hopes,  urg'd  with  renown. 
And  fired  with  near  polTeffion  of  a  crown.      6&s 
The  admiring  crowd  are  dazzled  with  furprize. 
And  on  his  goodly  perfon  feed  their  eyes. 


the  Scripture^flory  to  his  defign ;  but  the  parallel  is  fo  broken 
and  disjointed,  and  fo  iroperfcdly  purfaed,  that  I  was  forced  to 
drop  that  defign.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Vcr.  686.  The  adnUring  crowd  are  dazzled  with  furprize^ 
And  on  his  goodly  perfon  feed  their  rye«.  J 

Here  the  p'oet  defcribes  the  tour  taken  by  the  Duke  of  Mon* 
mouth  after  his  return  from  Holland,  without  the  king's  leave, 
and  with  the  advice  of  Shaftefbury,  to  whofe  councils  he  had 
fatally  refigned  himfclf.  This  progrefs,  he  jufliy  obferves, 
though  couched  under  the  notion  of  its  being  made  for  hunting, 
and  the  diverfions  of  the  country,  was,  in  reality,  to  try  how 
the  people  ftood  aiTedted ;  whether  the  fufpicions  againft  the 
queen  and  the  Duke  of  York  were  fufficiently  inculcated,  to 
give  Monmouth  an  opportunity  of  mounting  the  throne,  in  cafe 
of  the  king's  death;  and  his  ambition  he  difguifed  under  the 
Ipecious  pretences  of  his  being  the  king's  lawful  fon,  whofe  right 
was  fuppreifed  to  make  way  for  an  uncle's  ufurpation ;  of  his 
being  the  avowed  champion  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the 
only  one  of  the  royal  family,  who  had  the  courage  openly  to  de- 
clare himfel fan  enemy  to  Popery  and  flavcry. 

With  regard  to  the  make  and  outward  graces  of  Monmouth's 
perfon  (fays  Grammont)  nature  never  formed  a  man  more  com- 
plete. Every  feature  of  his  face  had  a  peculiar  delicacy,  and 
altogether  exhibited  a  countenance,  beautiful  without  effemi- 
nacy, manly,  yet  not  robufl.  His  body  was  finely  formed ;  he 
was  extremely  agile,  fenced  admirably,  and  was  one  of  the  bed 
borferaen  of  his  time;  but  he  had  a  foul  very  unequal  to  fuch 
a  tenement.  He  had  no  feutiments  of  his  own;  his  voice  was 
pleafing;  his  manner  of  expreflinff  himfelf  captivating;  but 
thefe  accomplifliments  were  ufed  only  to  deliver  the  thoughts 
and  words  of  other  people.  He  was  rafti  in  his  undertakings  ; 
irrcfohite  and  uncertain  in  the  execution  ;  abiedl  and  cowering 
in  diflrcfs;  he  begged  his  life  of  James  H.  with  tears  in  his  eyes. 
That  monarch  treated  his  forrow  (lightly ;  the  queen  infulted  it. 
When  he  found  he  had  no  hopes  of  life,  he  aifumed  an  air  of 
philofophic  calmnefs,  and  met  death  with  indifference.  He 
was  brave  in  the  field,  felt  for  the  diftreffes  of  humanity,  was 
kind  to  his  inferiors/ and  naturally  very  generous.    With  thefe 
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His  joy  conceard,  he  fets  himfelf  to  (how ; 
On  each  fide  bowing  popularly  low  : 
His  looks,  his  geftures,  and  his  words  he  frames, 
And  with  familiar  eaie  repeats  their  names.  691 
Thus  fonnd  by  nature,  furnifti'd  out  with  arts. 
He  glides  unfelt  into  their  fecret  hearts. 
Then,  with  a  kind  compaffionating  look. 
And  fighs,  befpeaking  pity  ere  he  fpoke,     ^  695 
Few  words  he  faid  ;  but  eafy  thofe  and  fit. 
More  flow  than  Hybla-drops,   and  far  more 
fweet. 
I  mourn,  my  countrymen,  your  loft  eftate ; 
Though  fiir  unable  to  prevent  your  fate : 
Behold  a  banifli'd  man  for  your  dear  caufe  700 
Exposed  a  prey  to  arbitrary  laws ! 
Yet  oh !  that  I  alone  could  be  undone. 
Cut  off  from  empire,  and  no  more  a  fon ! 
Now  all  your  liberties  a  fpoil  are  made ;         \ 
Egypt  and  Tyrus  intercept  your  trade,     705  v- 
And  Jebufites  your  facred  rites  invade.  j 

My  father,  whom  with  reverence  yet  I  name, 
Charmed  into  eafe,  is  carelefs  of  his  fame ; 
And,  hnh'd  with  petty  fums  of  foreign  gold. 
Is  grown  in  Bathfheba's  embraces  old ;  710 

virtues  he  might  have  proved  a  frienf]  to  his  country,  and  a  pil- 
lar of  the  throne,  had  fortune  thrown  him  into  the  hands  of 
honeft  men;  for  his  ruin  was  owing  to  his  connexions,  not  to 
himfelf.  Derrick. 

Vcr.  688.  Hisjojf  amctaVd,']  Pirft  edition :  Difemblirtg^ajf. 


Aa&LUOfM  aKD 


4nf  uL  Jiff  sviKii  aiiBinfi.  ^*""^*^ 

riic  vxj  iiimuc  lie  iik  cwn  sad  jvan  bdimy  ? 
Izii^  uu.y  jie,  cao:  make  tbe  sauaB  faund,    715 

TiJ^  ibfsi  ZLT  tesn,  ^vitti  dax  be  "vip^d  fas  e jes. 


Xr  cocn-i-'-- 


r  ioDS  £^:aujafi  diesr  tedmsofe: 
A^i  '£5  KT  iriih,  the  DeiLt  laoocfibr  s  rei^n  721 
Mar  Hake  no  oiLer  linelite  ooa^iiuiL 

Toothy  faesBt  J,  graoetiil  aoioB  feldoia  &il ; 
Bet  roBMiw  inlsreft  always  viD  prevail : 
And  [KtT  oerer  oeaies  to  be  ihcnni  j^s 

To  him  vho  makes  the  pei^ie's  wrongs  his  ovn^ 
The  crowd,  that  fiill  beheve  their  kings  c^refs. 
With  lifted  hands  their  jomg  ^f^fifob  blels : 
Who  now  begins  his  progreis  to  ordain 
With  chariots,  borlemen,  and  a  nomeroos  train : 
From  eaft  to  weft  his  glories  he  difplays,       731 
And,  like  the  fun,  the  promised  land  fiirveys. 
Fame  runs  before  him  as  the  moraing^fiary 
And  (houts  of  joy  lalute  him  from  afar : 
Kach  houfe  receives  him  as  a  guardian  god,  735 
And  confecrates  the  place  of  his  abode. 

Ver.  723.  Tautk,  beauty,  graceful  aBianfMom fail ;] 

Tutatur  favor  Euryalum,  lachryroseque  decorae, 
Gratior  et  pulchro  veniens  in  corpore  virtus. 

John  Warton. 
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But  hofpitable  treats  did  moft  commend 
Wife  Iflachar,  his  wealthy  weftern  friend. 
This  moving  courts    that  caught  the  people's 

eyes. 
And  feem'd  but  pomp,  did  other  ends  difguife : 
Achitophel  bad  formed  it,  with  intent  741 

To  found  the  depths,  and  fathom  where  it  went. 
The  people's  hearts,   diftinguifh  friends  from 

foes; 
And  try  their  ftrength,  before  they  came  to 

blows. 
Yet  all  was  colored  with  a  fmooth  pretence  745 
Of  fpedous  love,  and  duty  to  their  prince. 
Religion,  and  redrels  of  grievances. 
Two  names  that  always  cheat,  and  always  pleafe. 
Are  often  urg'd ;  and  good  king  David  s  life 
Endangered  by  a  brother  and  a  wife.  75d 

Thus  in  a  pageant  ihew  a  plot  is  made ; 
And  peace  itfelf  is  war  in  mafquerade. 
Oh  foolilh  Jfrael  I  never  warn'd  by  ill ! 
Still  the  iame  bait,  and  circumvented  dill ! 

Ver.  73B.  weaUhy   tp^ern  friend,]    Iffachar  wa^ 

Thomas  Thynne,  Efq.  anceftor  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath,  one  of 
the  moft  opulent  commoners  in  the  kingdom,  and  therefore 
ttfually  called  Tom  of  Ten  Thoufand.  He  had  once  been  a  fa« 
Tourite  of  the  Duke  of  York,  but  he  afterwards  magniiicently 
entertained  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  all  his  attendants,  when 
he  made  a  progrefs  into  the  weft,  at  his  noble  houfe  at  Long- 
leat.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  742.  Tojnmd  the  depths  J  Firft  editiou :    To  found  the 
dejptk,  ♦        • 


256         ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL. 

Did  ever  men  forfake  their  prefent  eafe,       75s 
In  midft  of  health  imagine  a  difeafe ; 
Take  pains  contingent  mifchiefs  to  forefee, 
Make  heirs  for  monarchs,  and  for  God  decree? 
What  (hall  we  think  ?  Can  people  give  away. 
Both  for  themfelves  and  fons,  their  native  fwaj  ? 
Then  they  are  left  defencelefs  to  the  fword     761 
Of  each  unbounded,  arbitrary  lord  : 
And  laws  are  vain,  by  which  we  right  enjoy. 
If  kings  unqueftion  d  can  thofe  laws  deftroy. 
Yet  if  the  crowd  be  judge  of  fit  and  juft,      765 
And  kings  are  only  officers  in  truft. 
Then  this  refuming  covenant  was  declared 
When  kings  were  made,  or  is  for  ever  barr*d. 
If  thoie  who  gave  the  fcepter  could  not  tie 
By  their  own  deed  their  own  pofterity,  770 

How  then  couM  Adam  bind  his  future  race  ? 
How  cou'd  his  forfeit  on  mankind  take  place  ? 
Or  how  cou'd  heavenly  juftice  damn  us  aJI, 
Who  ne'er  confented  to  our  father's  fall  ? 
Then  kings  are  (laves  to  thofe  whom  they  com- 
mand, 775 
And  tenants  to  their  people's  pleafure  ftand. 
Add,  that  the  power  for  property  allowed 
Is  mifchievouily  feated  in  the  crowd : 


Ver. 777.  Add,  that  the  power  for  property  alhrvd]    In  the 
firft  edition : 

Tkfii  power  wUch  is  for  property  allow'd. 
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For  who  can  be  fecure  of  private  right, 
If  fovereign  fway  may  be.diflblv'dbymight  ?  78O 
Nor  is  the  people^s  judgment  always  true : 
The  moft  may  err  as  groily  as  the  few  ? 
And  faulUefs  kings  run  down  by  common  cry, 
For  vice,  oppreffion,  and  for  tyranny.. 
What  flandard  is  there  in  a  fickle  rout,  785 

Which,  flowing  to  the  mark,  runs  failer  out  ? 
Nor  only  crowds  but  Sanhedrims  may  be 
Infe6i;ed  with  this  public  lunacy, 
And  ihare  the  madnefs  of  rebellious  ^times. 
To  murder  nionarchs  for  imagined  crimes.     790 
If  they  may  give  and  take  whene'er  they  pleafe, 
Not  kings  alone,  the  Godhead's  images. 
But  government  itfelf  at  length  mud  fall 
To,  nature's  date,  where  all  have  right  to  all. 
Yet  grant  pur  lords  the  people  kings  can  make. 
What  prudent  men    a  fettled   throne  would 

{hake  ?  796 

For  whatfoe'er  their  fuffenngs  were  before,  ' 
That  change   they  covet  makes  them  fuffer 

more* 
All  other  errors  but  difturb  a  ftate ; 
But  innovation  is  the  blow  of  fate.  soo 

If  ancient  fabrics  nod,  and  threat  to  fall. 
To  patch  their  flaws,  and  buttrefs  up  the  wall, 

Ver.  802.  To  patch  thcir/auj,]  Firft  edition  :  th  flaws. 
VOL.  I,  .     S 
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Thus  far  'tis  daty :  hut  here  fix  tlie  ni&fk : 
For  all  beyond  it  is  to  touch  the  ark. 
To  change  foundations,  call  the  framis  anew, 
is  work  fdi*  i'ebelsi,  who  bafe  ends  porfue  i    90S 
At  bnbe  divine  and  human  laws  cotitroul. 
And  mend  the  parts  by  ruih  of  the  whole. 
The  tampering  world  is  fubje6k  to  this  curfe, 
To  phyfic  their  difeafe  into  a  trorfe.  810 

NoW  what  relief  can  righteous  Ddvid  bring? 
How  fatal  'tis  to  be  too  good  a  king ! 
Friehdi  he  has  few,  fo  high  the  madnefi  grows; 
Who  darfe  be  fuch  muft  be  the  peojjlfe's  foes. 
Yet  Ibme  there  wiere,  e'en  in  the  worft  of  days ; 
Some  let  fai6  name,  and  naming  is  to  praife.  8I6 

In  this  fbort  file  Barzillm  firfl:  appears ; 
Bar^illiai)  bit)wn'd  with  honour  and  with  yearA. 
Lorig  fince,  the  rifittg  rebels  he  ^iithftbod 
Ito  rejgibft^j  wifte  beyond  the  Joiidiah's  fltood :  Sio 

Vcr«  S64.  Por  ttt  tt^nd  it  is  to  t(mch  the  9rk.)  The  firft  ^A' 

tion  reads  lefs  elegantly,  our  ark.  *        • 

Vcr.  817.  In  tnisjhortjile]  For  honour,  intcgtity,  confiAency, 
grcatnefs  of  mind,  benevulence,  and  jufiicct  U^^  uuke  of  Ot-* 
mond,  Darzillaiy  feems  to  be  the  yei^  firfl  and  moil  emhieiit 
charader  that  bveir  adome^  t^c  ElngRm  bob^tlty. 

Dr.  J.  Waet^it* 

Ver,  819*   <  .■    ■      tht  rifin^  rebels  he  'KU^fifXd 

In  regions  xoajle  oet/(^d  tfte  JbrdaxCs^ood ;] 
.  The  Duke  U  Ormofia  adh^ltd  zeAlMfty  tb  thb  iiit^ft  oCbis 
fovercign  Charles  I.  in  Ireland,  where,  being  chief  of  a  noble, 
at)tient,  and  wealthy  family,  his  power  and  influence  were,  as 
long  as  poffiUe,  exerted  aninil  the  arms  of  Cromwell.  But  be- 
ing at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  the  neceility  of  the  times,  he 
quitted  that  kingdom,  and  accompanied  King  Charles  II*  m  hia 
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Unfortunately  brave  to  buoy  the  (late ; 
But  finking  underneath  his  mafter's  fate  : 
In  exile  with  his  godlike  prince  he  mourn'd  ; 
For  him  he  fuffer'd)  and  with  him  return'd«  S84 
The  court  he  pra6tis'd9  not  the  courtier's  art: 
Large  was  his  wealth)  but  larger  was  his  heart. 
\t^hich  well  the  nobleft  ohje6la  knew  to  chufe^ 
The  fighting  warrior,  and  recording  mufe«   (  U ' ) 
His  bed  could  once  a  fruitful  iiTue  boaft ; 
Now  more  than  half  a  father  s  name  is  loft«  sso 
His  eldefl  hope,  with  every  grace  adorned. 
By  me,  fo  heaven  will  ha%'e  it,  always  mourned. 
And  always  honoured,  fnatch'd  in   manhood^s 

prime 
By  unequal  fates,  and  providence's  crime ; 


exile.  After  ihe  relloration,  he  was  at  one  and  the  fame  time 
lord  lieutenant  of  Irvlandy  ftcward  of  the  houfehold,  groom  of 
the  ftole,  and  privycounfellor  for  the  three  kingdoms.  Per- 
haps no  man  was  ever  better  beloved,  and  no  man  deferved  it 
Vtter:  he  was  liberal,  brave,,  loyuly  and  Gncere;  a  friend  to 
the  conftitutkm,  and  a  protedor  of  the  Protcitants.  On  this 
account  he  was  no  lavourite  in  the  fucceedine  reign,  and  died  in 
retirement,  without  poft  or  employment,  July  16'88,  aged  fe- 
yenty-nine.  Dsnatcx. 

Vcr.  831.  Bis  tldt^  hope^  witk  every  grace  adortCd.l  Thomas 
Earl  of  OObiy,  Baron  Butler  of  More-Parlc  by  writ,  eldeft  fon 
of  the  afon*faid  duke,  and  cme  of  the  moH  pliant  noblemen  of 
hit  time,  lie  behaved  with  great  bravery  in  the  firft  Dutch 
war,  under  Sir  Edward  Spragg;  and  in  the  dcoud  was  rear-ad- 
miral of  the  blue.  He  was  a  courageous  warrior,  a  prudent 
counfellor,  a  dutiful  fon,  u  kind  friend,  ft  liberal  patron,  and» 
generous  man.     He  died  umverTally  lamented  in  1^80. 

DftRjixcx. 

8S 
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Yet  not  before  the  goal  of  honour  won,      sss 
All  parts  fulfiird  of  fubje6k  and  of  fon  : 
Swift  was  the  race,  but  (hort  the  time  to  run. 
Oh  narrow  circle,  but  of  power  divine. 
Scanted  in  fpace,  but  perfe6i  in  thy  line  ! 
By  fea,   by  land,   thy  matchless  worth  was 
known,  84o 

Arms  thy  delight,  and  war  was  all  thy  own : 
Thy  force  infus'd  the  fainting  Tyrians  proppM : 
And  haughty  Pharaoh  found  his  fortune  ftopp'd. 
Oh  ancient  honour !  Oh  unconquer'd  band,  844 
Whom  foes  unpunifli'd  never  could  withftand  I 
But  Ifrael  was  unworthy  of  his  name  ; 
Short  is  the  date  of  all  immoderate  fame. 
It  looks  as  heaven  our  ruin  had  deiign'd. 
And  durft  not  truft  thy  fortune  and  thy  mind. 

Ver,  842.  Thy  force  infused  ike  fednting  Tyrians  prop'd  : 
And  haughty  Pharaoh  found  hisfortunejiop'd.] 
'  Lord  Oflbry  having  married  a  Dutch  lady,  lived  fome  time  id 
Holland,  and  was  of  (ignal  fervice  in  preventing  the  progrefs  of 
ihe  French  arms,  by  hb  knowledge  and  advice. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  844.  Oh  ancient  honor  !  Oh  unconquer'd  hand,"] 
Heu  pietasy  heu  prifca  fides,  invi^que  bello 
Dextera!  John  Warton. 

Ver.  846.    But  Ifrael  was  unworthy  of  his  name; 

Short  is  the  date  of  all  itrtmoderate  fame.]  In  the 

firft  edition  we  find 

« 

Bat  Ifrael  was  unworthy  of  thy  birth. 
Short  h  the  date  of  all  immoderate  xoorth. 
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N0W9  free  from  earth,  thj  difencumber'd  foul 
Mounts  up,  and  leaves  behind  the  clouds  and 

ftarry  pole :  ssi 

From  thence  thy  kindred  legions  mayft  thou 

bring. 
To  sdd  the  guardian  angel  of  thy  king. 
Here  .flop,  my  mufe,  here  ceafe  thy  painful 

flight: 
No  pinv>n6  can  purfue  immortal  height :       S55 
Tell  good  Barzillai  thou  canft  iing  no  more, 
And  tell  thy  foul  (he  (hould  have  fled  before : 
Or  fled  (he  with  his  life,  and  left  this  verfe 
To  hang  on  her  departed  patron's  hearfe  ? 
Now  take  thy  fteepy  flight  from  heaven,  and 

fee  860 

If  thou  canfl  find  on  earth  another  he  : 
Another  he  would  be  too  hard  to  find  ; 
See  then  whom  thou  canft  fee  not  far  behind. 
Zadoc  the  prieft,  whom,  fliunning  power  and 

place. 
His  lowly  mind  advanced  to  David's  grace.  sGs 

Ver.  858.    and  left  this  verfi 

To  hang  on  her  departed  patron* s  hearft  f\  This  al- 
ludes to  the  cuftom  of  affixing  poems  to  the  pall  or  hearfe.  See 
Milton^s  Lat.  Eleg.  ii.  22.  And  his  epitaph  on  the  Marckianefi 
o/mnchejer,  ver.  58,  &c.  Todp. 

Ver.  864.  the  pri^i\  Sancroft  (Zadoc)  was  ad- 
vanced from  the  deanery  of  St.  Paul's  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury. 
He  had  confiderable  learning,  but  was  a  man  of  folemn  and 
fullen  gravity  and  deportment.  He  feldom  mixed  in  company, 
but  led  a  ftrid  and  afcetic  life.  He  lived  unmarried,  and  ra- 
tbi^r  encouraged  celibacy  in  his  clergy .    He  was  fo  cold,  r«- 


» 
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With  him  the  Sagan  of  Jerufalem^ 

Of  b<yfpitabie  foul,  and  noUe  ftem  ; 

Him  of  the  weftern  dome,  ^hoie  weighty  fenfe 

Flows  in  fit  words  and  heaveolj  eloquence. 

The  prophets'  fons,  by  fuch  example  led,      %r6 

To  learning  and  to  loyalty  were  bred : 

For  colleges  on  bounteous  kings  depend. 

And  never  rebel  was  to  arts  a  friend. 

To  thefe  fucceed  the  pillars  of  the  laws ; 

Who  bed  can  plead,  and  beft  can  judge  a  caufe. 

fcrved,  #«fl  pmvi%  that  |w  ioved  bim*  Hefliad  in  ^  Aate  of 
feparation  irota  the  f  hurcb  ;  hut  bad  not  the  courage  to  ovq 
it.  His  death,  ^ftiys  Burnet^  «ugl|i  to  lia?e  putui  eo4  to  the 
fAVtti  tbat  fouM  werp  ondw^Touring  to  vaifct  on  the  pc^enge 
that  a  pf),rliamentary  deprivation  was  -never  to  be  aillowedy  and 
therefore  they  looked  on  Sancroft  as  the  archbMiop  Aiii,  and 
reckoned  Tillotfon  an  ufurpc^^  Dn  J.  Wartoit, 

Ver,  S66.  — ■!■  ■■  the  tSa^an  of  Jervfldem^  Tbi»  was 
Compton,  brcrthrria  thcEuriof  Nnrtharofton,  Uttving  cac^ 
rieti  anns  f^r  fome  years,  be  was  paffed  thirty  when  he  took  or- 
ders, lie  appiird  hrrofelf  nwre  to  his  funoion  than  biihops, 
r«ys  RttiHiet,  .bad  .c<ioiuK>i)ly  doiM*.  (lis  preaching  was  witbooc 
much  life  or  learning.  He  was  a  great  patron  oi  the  converts 
from  popery,  and  of  thofc  proteilants,  whom  Ui9  Imu)  ufage  they 
were  beginning  to  meet  with  in  France,  dtovo  over  to  us*  Xlvc 
puke  of  Yofii  hated  him.  This  was  the  foffhop  ^at  carried  Ibe 
princcfs  Anne  to  Nottingham,  ip  order  to  join  the  party  of  |be 
Prince  of  Orange.  Dr.  J.  W^htoi^ 

V«r,  8tS|«  Jim  f^ih  "o^trA  This  was  f)olben,  who  was 
(bilhop  of  Hocbefter,  .and  .fucceened  £tQrnc  in  the  archbifljoprick 
«fY<irk.i  &ini^n«  fays  Burnot.  of  more  fpirU  than  difcretioiu 
an  .excellent  preacher,  but  of  a  free  convorfation,  which  laid 
)iim  open  .to  much  ccnfurc  in  ^  .vitious  court.  During  the  re* 
bclliou  he  borearm^  t^ndw^s^m^de  a  major  by  Charles:!. 

Dr,  J,  Wartov, 

Ver.  875.  Whn  h^  cuti  ^ad^  ffni  M  ctn  Judge  a  cavfe.) 
Firft  edition ; 

Who  heft  cQulfl  plead*  ai^  heft  can  jui^ge  a  CAufc, 
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Next  them  a  train  of  loyal  peers  afcend ;       976 
Sharp-judging  Adriel,  themufes'  friend* 
Himfelf  a  mufe :  in  Sanhedrln^s  debate 
True  to  bis  prince,  but  not  a  flave  of  fi^te : 
Whom  David's  love  with  honours  did  adojrn,  sso 
That  frpip  his  difobedienl  fon  wc^e  torn. 
Jotham  of  piercing  wit^  and  pregnant  tbpujght: 
Endued  by  nature,  and  by  learning  taught, 


Vcr.  877*  Skarp-judgtng  Jdrkl,]  Shcfiiclcl,  EaJrl  of  MuU 
gravcy  iVdriclyWas  a  mnti  of  a  fir.cpcrfoni  elegant  manners,  and 
infinuating  addrefs.  When  they  were  both  young,  be  paid  bis 
addref*  to  Queen  Anne,  and  to  prevent  a  connexion  jCharles 
II.  it  faid  to  have  contrived  a  cruel  and  unjuftifiahle  fchefu^  of 
fending  him  to  Tapgicrs  in  a  iliip  fo  Qrofty  as  to  hayc  drowned 
biro.  lie  was  always  firm  in  his  attachine9t  t9  James  I|.  for 
which,  with  great  liberality^  King  William  onpe  ^ofpiiiended 
him,  and  after  fome  ycai*s  took  him  into  fiivour,  and  gave  him  a 
pen  Hon  of  30001.  a-year.  He  was  a  man  of  wi(  and  partSy  not 
a  genius.  His  poems  arc  feeble  and  pimiy,  notwi^hAandin^ 
Pryden  has  fo  profufely  praifed  his  Eilay  on  Poetry.  3ut  j^e 
profc  is  terfe,  perfpicuous,  and  elegant,  and  his  memoirs  fo  cu- 
rious, that  we  muit  regret  they  were  left  unfinifted.  He  imi* 
rated  the  Caefars  of  the  Emperor  Julian,  a  capital  piece  of  fa*- 
tire,  equal  to  any  part  of  Luciau,  in  a  piece  called  the  Affem- 
bly  of  the  gods,  where  many  contemporary  princes  are  intro*' 
duced.  1  cannot  forbear  mentioning  a  (ly  farcafm  on  King 
'William,  to  whom  Jupiter  himfelf  is  faid  to  have  (iiewn  great 
ellcem ;  but  was  fufpeded  a  little  of  fume  partiality,  QU  s^ccouut 
of  I)i8  own  proceeding  with  old  father  Saturn* 

Dr.  J.  W^ttTp|r# 

Vcr.  882.  Joiiam  ^piercifig  nnV,]  Firll  edition :  Jothanr  of 
reiu^  wit.  *        # 

Ibid.  — •^— -  qffnercing  wit,]  The  Marquis  of  Halifax,  Jo* 
tfaam,  was,  in  Hume's  opinion,  the  man  who  pofleffed  the  fineft 
^nius  and  moft  extenfive  capacity  of  all  employed  in  public 
aflairs,  by  Charles  H.  Hume  is  of  opinion,  that  tke  many  va* 
nations  he  was  guilty  of  in  bis  political  Conduct,  for  he  voted 
firft  for  the  excTufion  bill,  then  for  limitations,  then  for  expe* 
dieots,  and  was  then  on  good  terms  with  the  Duke,   might  be 
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To  move  aflemblies,  who  but  only  try'd        -ssi 
The  worfe  awhile,  then  chofe  the  better  fide : 
Nor  chofe  alone,  but  turned  the  balance  too  ; 
So  much  the  weight  of  one  brave  man  can  do. 
Hufhai,  the  friend  of  David  in  diftreft ; 
In  public  ftorms,  of  manly  ftedfailnefs : 
By  foreign  treaties  he  informed  his  youth,      S90 
And  join'd  experience  to  his  native  truth. 


the  effe^  of  his  integrity,  rather  than  of  his  ambition.  Lord 
Orford,  in  his  Noble  Authors,  p.  86,  vol.  ii.  is  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion.  He  wrote  many  pamphlets  on  topics  then  agi- 
tated, now  forgotten.  His  Advice  to  a  Daughter  is  dill  read. 
Notwithftanding  the  great  change  of  manners,  it  would  be  amu* 
fmg  to  compare  it  with  Mrs.  Hannah  More's  Strictures*  His 
/moral,  political,  and  mifcellancous  thoughts  are  full  of  pene- 
tration and  a  deep  knowledge  of  men  and  manners. 

Dr.  J.  Wartow. 

Ver.  888.  Hvjhai^  the  friend  of  David  indiftr^s;]  .Laurence 
Hyde,  fecond  fon  to  Edward  the  great  Earl  of  Clarendon,  was 
advanced  to  the  earldom  of  Rocheller,  and  made  trcafurer  in 
l682,  but  removed  from  the  treafury  in  l684,  to  the  office  of 
prefident  of  the  council,  a  pod  of  more  rank  but  lefs  advantage, 
which  gave  the  lively  Marquis  of  Halifax  occafion  to  fay,  that 
"he  had  heard  of  many  people  being  kicked  down  Aairs,  but 
tbe  Earl  of  Rocheder  was  the  firfl  he  had  ever  known  kicked 
up."  He  was  incorrupt,  fincerc,  warm,  and  violent;  writ 
well,  but  not  a  graceful  fpeaker,  though  fmooth  and  plaufible. 
He  defended  his  father  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  flrength 
of  argument,  and  power  of  elocution,  that  flicwed  him  mader 
of  great  abilities  ;  and  yet  with  fo  much  decency  and  difcretion, 
as  not  to  embroil  himfelf  iivith  his  opponents.  Through  the 
whole  of  King  Charles's  reign,  he  deported  himfelf  with  fomuch 
real  fidelity  to  his  mafler,  and  fuch  prudence,  that  he  was  not 
particularly  pointed  at,  or  ridiculed  by  any  party. 

DfiKRICK. 

Ver.  890.  By  foreign  treaties  he  inform'd  his  pouth,]  In  l676 
he  went  on  an  embafly  to  Poland,  was  one  of  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries at  the  treaty  of  Nimcguen,  and  afterwards  ambaiTador 
in  Holland,  where  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  honor.  He  wi^s 
ilrongly  againfl  the  bill  of  exclufion.  Derrick* 
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His  frugal  care  fupply'd  the  wanting  tbrone ; 
Frugal  for  that,  but  bounteous  of  his  own : 
Tis  eafy  condu6i  when  exchequers  flow ; 
But  hard  the  tafk  to  manage  well  the  low  :  S95 
For  fovereign  power  is  too  deprefs*d  or  high. 
When  kings  are  forc*d  to  fell,  or  crowds  to  buy. 
Indulge  one  labour  more,  my  weary  muie. 
For  Amiel :  who  can  Amiel's  praife  refufe  ? 
Of  ancient  race  by  birth,  but  nobler  yet      900 
In  his  own  worth,  and  without  title  great : 
The  Sanhedrim  long  time  as  chief  he  rul'd. 
Their  reafon  guided,  and  their  paffion  cool'd : 
So  dextrous  was  he  in  the  crown^s  defence, 
So  form'd  to  fpcak  a  loyal  nation's  fenfe,    ^  905 
That,  as  their  band  was  IfraeFs  tribes  in  fmall, 
So  fit  was  he  to  reprefent  them  all. 
Now  rafher  charioteers  the  feat  afcend, 
Whofe  loofe  careers  his  fleady  ikill  commend  : 
They,  like  the  unequal  ruler  of  the  day,       910 
Mifguide  the  feafons,  and  miftake  the  way : 

Ver.  899.  wAo  can  AmtVi  prai/e]  Sir  EUlward  Sey- 
mour, Amiel,  was  a  man  of  high  birth,  being  the  elder  branch 
of  that  family,  of  great  boldnels,  vivacity  of  parts,  and  a  grace* 
ful  manner,  though  of  infufferable  pride.  Burnet  fays,  he  was 
the  ftrii  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  that  was  not  bred  to 
the  law.  He  knew  the  houfc  and  every  man  in  it  fo  well,  that 
by  looking  about  he  could  tell  the  fate  of  any  queftion.  Charles 
II.  loved  him  pe];(onally,  though  he  frequently  voted  againft  his 
raeafures.  But  one^  having  voted  for  the  court,  the  king  faid 
to  him,  "  You  were  not  againft  me  to-day."  He  immediately 
anfwcred— y''  No,  fir,  I  was  againil  my  confcience  to-day/' 

Dr.  J.  Warton  • 
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While  he  withdrawn  at  their  mad  labours  (milcSf 
And  fafe  enjoys  the  fabbath  of  bis  toils. 
Thefe  were  the  chiefs  a  fmall  bat  faithful 
.  band 
Of  worthies,    in  the  breach  who  dar'd  to 

{bnd»  913 

And  tempt  the  united  fury  of  the  land. 
With  grief  they  view'd  fuch  j>owerful  engines 

bent. 
To  batter  down  the  lawftil  government. 
A  numerous  fa6lion,  with  pretended  frights. 
In  Sanhedrims  to  plume  the  regal  rights ;    920 
The  true  fuccefibr  from  the  court  remov'd ; 
The  plot,  by  hireling  witnefles,  improved. 
Thefe  ills  they  law,  and,  as  their  duty  bound. 
They  fhew'd  the  king  the  danger  of  the  wound ; 
That  no  conceilions  from  the  throne  would 

pleafe,  995 

But  lenitives  fomented  the  difeafe : 
That  Abfalom,  ambitious  of  the  crown. 
Was  made  the  lure  to  draw  the  people  down : 

Vcr.  914.  TAe/e  xure  the  chief,]  If  this  be  confidered,  fays 
Dr.  J^ohnfon^  na  a  poem  politicaJ  and  controverfial,  it  will  be 
found  to  coropiiTe  all  the  excctlencies  of  which  the  fubjed  is 
fufceptiblc ;  acrimony  of  ccnfure*  elegance  of  praife,  artful  de- 
lineations of  cbara^ci*s,  variety  and  vigour  of  fentimcnt,  happy 
turnt  of  language*,  and  ploafing  liarmony  of  numbers  ;  and  all 
Jthofc  raifed  to  fuch  a  height,  as  can  fcarcely  be  found  in  any 
other  Englifh  compofition*  On  this  exaggerated  panegyric  I 
will  only  beg  leave  to  obfervc,  tliat  if  this  poem  is  of  a  nature 
purely  and  merely  political  and  cootrovcrfial,  it  does  not  par* 
take  of  the  eflcncc  of  real  poetry.  Dr.  J.  Waetom. 
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That  falfe  Achitophers  pernicious  hate 
Had  turned  the  plot  to  ruin  church  and  Aate : 
The  council  violent,  the  rabble  woHe :         931 
That  Shimei  taught  Jerufalem  to  curfe. 

With  all  thefe  loads  of  injuries  oppreft. 
And  long  re\'olving  in  his  careful  bread; 
The  erent  of  things,  at  laft  his  patience  tir'd,  935 
Thus,  from  his  royal  throne,  by  heaven  infpir  d^ 
The  god^like  David  fpoke  ;  with  awful  fear 
His  train  their  Mak^r  in  their  Qiaii;er  h^n 

Thus  long  have  I,  by  native  mercy  fway'd. 
My  wrongs  diiTembled,  my  revenge  delayM:  940 
So  willing  to  forgive  the  ofiending  age ; 
So  much  the  father  did  the  king  afluage. 
But  now  fo  far  my  clemency  they  flight. 
The  offenders  4|ueftion  my  forgiving  right : 
That  one  was  made  for  many,  they  contend ; 
But  'tis  to  rule;  for  that's  a  monarch's  end.    OiS 
They  call  my  teodernefs  of  blood,  my  fear : 
Though  manly  tempers  can  the  longeft  bear. 
Yet,  fince  they  will  divert  my  native  courfe, 
^is  time  to  Ihew  I  am  not  good  by  force.      990 
Thofi^  heaped  affironts  that  haughty  ibfcge^ 

•bring. 
Are  burdens  for  a  camel,  not  a  king* 


Var.937.  The  goi'like  Jhvid]  This  fpeech  of  the  king  is  by 
/lo  means  e^u^l  to  thoib  of  Sbafteibury  and  Moiunoutb. 

Pr.  J.  Wamok* 
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Kings  are  the  public  pillars  of  the  ftate, 
Born  to  fuilain  and  prop  the  nation  8  weight : 
If  my  young  Sampfon  will  pretend  a  call       955 
To  (hake  the  column,  let  him  ihare  the  fall : 
But  oh,  that  yet  he  would  repent  and  live ! 
How  eafy  'tis  for  parents  to  forgive ! 
With  how  few  tears  a  pardon  might  be  won 
Prom  nature,  pleading  for  a  darling  fon !      960 
Poor,  pitied  youth,  by  my  paternal  care, 
Raised  up   to  all  the  height  his  frame  could 

bear  I 
Had  God  ordain'd  his  fate  for  empire  born, 
He  would  have  given  his  foul  another  turn  : 
Guird  with  a  patriot's  name,  whofe  modern 
.  fenfe  965 

Is  one  that  would  by  law  fupplant  his  prince ; 
The  people's  brave,  the  politician's  tool ; 
Never  was  patriot  yet,  but  was  a  fooL 
Whence  comes  it,  that  religion  and  the  laws 
Should  more  be  Abfalom's  than  David  s  caufe  ? 
His  old  inftrud;or,  ere  he  Idl  his  place,  971 

Was  never  thought  indu'd  with  fo  much  grace. 
Good  heavens,  .how  fiau5lion  can  a  patriot  paint! 
My  rebel  ever  proves  my  people's  faint. 

Ver.  957 — ^960.    Thefe  four  verfes  were  added  in  the  fecond 
edition.  •        • 

Ver.  966.     Is  one  that  would  by  law  fupplant  hisprmce  ;]  The 
firft  edition  has, 

Is  one  that  would  by  law  dejlroy  his  prince. 


ACSALOM  AND  ACHItOPHEL.         269 

Would  they  impofe  an  heir  upon  the  throne !  97s 
Let  Sanhedrims  be  taught  to  give  their  own. 
A  king's  at  ieaft  a  part  of  government ; 
And  mine  as  requiiite  as  their  consent : 
Without  my  leave  a  future  king  to  chufe. 
Infers  a  right  the  prefent  to  depofe.  gso 

'J  Vue,  they  petition  me  to  approve  their  choice : 
But  Efau's  hands  fait  ill  with  Jacobus  voice. . 
My  pious  fubje6):s  for  my  fafety  pray ; 
Which  to  fecure,  they  take  my  power  away. 
From  plots  and  treafons  heaven  preferve  my 
years,  9S5 

But  fave  me  mod  from  my  petitioners ! 
Unfatiate  as  the  barren  womb  or  grave ; 
God  cannot  grant  fo  much  as  they  caa  crave. 
What  then  is  left,  but  with  a  jealous  eye 
To  guard  the  fmall  remains  of  royalty !  990 

The  law  (hall  ftill  dire6i;  my  peaceful  fway, 
And  the  fame  law  teach  rebels  to  obey : 

Ver.  991-  The  lawJhallpU  direa]  We  cannot  read  thefo 
words  put  into  the  mouth  of  Charles  II.  without  a  degree  of 
juft  indigtiatioo,  when  we  refled  on  fome  ftriking  tranfadtiomi 
of  his  reign,  particularly  the  appointment  of  that  miniftry  called 
the  Cabal. 

All  power  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  was  commit- 
ted to  fix  men.  Clifford,  Arlington,  Buckingham,  Aftiley 
Cooper,  afterwards  Earl  of  Shaftelbury,  Lauderdale,  and  Ro- 
berts, the  three  laft  of  whom  had  drawn  their  fworda  againft  the 
king's  father.  Clifford  had  raifed  himfelf  by  his  great  influence 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  Afliley  Cooper  had  ftill  greater  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords :  Arlington,  notwithftanding  his  fecret  in* 
clinations  to  popery,  had  roai'ntaini  d  connedtions  with  the  dif- 
renters.  Buckingham,  favouring  all  feds,  becaufehe  was  of  no 
religion  himfelf,  was  a  favourite  of  the  diflenters^  Lauderdale 
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He  iaid :  The  Almighty  nodding  gave  con« 
fent; 
And  peals  of  thunder  fhook  the  firmament. 
Henceforth  a  feries  of  new  time  began. 
The  mighty  years  in  long  proceilipn  ran : 
Once  more  the  god*like  David  was  reilor'd,  1030 
And  willing  nations  knew  their  lawful  lord. 

Ver.  1028.    afiries  of  new  time]    It  is   an  undoubted 

{sL&j  though  it  may  appear  a  flrangc  aflertion,  that  this  poeiti. 
OBce  fo  famous,  is  in  the  prefent  age  but  little  read.  I  have 
qaet  with  many  well-informed  literary  perfons,  who  have  frankly 
owned  they  neter  went  through  it,  and  knew  little  of  it  but 
from  the  report  of  its  former  celebrity.  So  fhort-livcd  and 
tranfitory  is  perfonal  and  occafional  fatire.  The  Dunciad  of 
Pope  begins  to  be  negledted.  Dr.  J.  Wartoh. 

Ver.  1031.  Andwiiiing  nations']  Great  is  the  reader's  difap- 
pointment  at  meeting  with  this  feeble  conclufion,  bavins  been 
led  to  exped  that  fome  important  event  would  be  broumt  foi^ 
ward  after  fuch  mighty  preparations.  But  the  radical  fault  of 
the  poem  is,  that  it  confifls  only  of  .charaders  and  fpeeches, 
without  any  a^on.  Dr.  J,  Warton. 
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THE  READER. 

In  the  year  1680,  Mr.  Dryden  undertook  the 
poem  of  Abfalom  and  Achitophel,  upon  the  defire 
of  King  Charles  the  Second.  The  performance  was 
applauded  by  every  one ;  and  feveral  perfons  pref- 
fing  him  to  write  a  fecond  part,  he,  upon  declining 
it  himfelf,  fpoke  to  Mr.  Tate*  to  write  one,  and 
gave  him  his  advice  in  the  diredion  of  it ;  and  that 
part  beginning  with 

^  Next  thefe^  a  troop  of  bufy  fpirits  preis/ 

and  ending  with 

''  To  talk  like  Doeg,  and  to  write  like  thee.** 

containing  near  two  hundred  verfes,  were  entirely 
Mr.  Dryden's  compofitions,  befides  fome  touches  in 
other  places.  Derrick. 

*  This  fecond  part  was  written  by  Mr.  Nahom  Tate,  and  is 
by  uo  means  equal  to  the  firft,  though  Dryden  correded  it 
throughout,  and  added  above  two  hundred  lines,  very  eafily 
diftinguifliable  from  the  lame  numbers  of  Tate.  The  charac- 
ters introduced  are  fewer  and  nf  lefs  importance,  and  require 
not  fo  much  illuilration.  Few  authors  have  been  friends,  and 
wrote  in  conjundion ;  but  Mr.  Dryden  did  fo  with  Let  and 
jyAvenant'y  Colman  with  Thornton  and  Garrick;  Gray  with 
tr^  I  Lhyd  with  CkurchUl;  and  Bcikau  with  Racme. 

Dr  J.  Waetov* 
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As  if  from  heavenly  call  this  licence  fell^        is 
And  Jacob's  feed  were  chofen  to  rebel ! 

Achitophel  with  triumph  fees  his  crimes 
Thus  fuited  to  the madnefs  of  the  times ; 
And  Abfalom,  to  make  his  hopes  fucceed,     19 
Of  flattering  charms  no  longer  (lands  in  need ; 
While  fond  of  change,  though  ne'er  fo  dearly 

bought, 
Our    tribes    outftrip    the    youth's    ambitious 

thought ; 
His  fwifteft  hopes  with  fwifter  homage  meet. 
And  crowd  their  fervile  necks  beneath  his  feet. 
Thus  to  his  aid  while  preffing  tides  repair,     25 
He  mounts  and  fpreads  his  ftreamers  in  the  air. 
The  charms  of  empire  might  his  youth  miflead. 
But  what  can  our  befotted  Ifrael  plead  ? 
Sway'd  by  a  monarch,  whofe  ferene  command 
Seems  half  the  blefiing  of  our  promised  land.  30 
Whofe  only  grievance  is  excefs  of  eafe ; 
Freedom  our  pain,  and  plenty  our  difeafe  I 
Yet,  as  all  folly  would  lay  claim  to  fenfe. 
And  wickednels  ne^er  wanted  a  pretence. 
With  arguments  they'd  make  their  treafon  good^ 
And  righteous  David's  felf  with  (landers  load:  s6 
That  arts  of  foreign  fway  he  did  afied. 
And  guilty  Jebufites  from  law  proted, 

Ver.  20.     (y  flattering  charms]     Firft  edition  :  Tlattefies. 
Ver.  33.    Yet  as  aff>%]     Firft  edition  :  Tetjinct  all  folly. 


ABSALOM  AND  ACHTTOPHEL.         £79 

Whofe  very  chiefs,  conyi6i;9  were  never  freed. 
Nay  we  have  feen  their  facrificers  bleed !        40 
Accufers'  infamy  is  urgM  in  vain. 
While  in  the  bounds  of  fenfe  they  did  contain  i^ 
But  foon  they  launcht  into  the  unfathom'd  tide, 
And  in  the  depths  they  knew  difdain'd  to  ride* 
For  probable  difcoveries  to  difpenfe,  45 

Was  thought  below  a  penfion*d  evidence ; 
Mere  truth  was  dull,  nor  fuited  with  the  port 
Of  pamper^  Corah  when  advancM  to  court. 
No  lefs  than  wonders  now  they  will  impofe. 
And  proje6is  void  of  grace  or  fenfe  difclofe.    50 
Such  was  the  charge  on  pious  Michal  brought, 
Michal  that  ne  er  was  cruel  even  in  thought, 
The  bed  of  queens,  and  mod  obedient  wife. 
Impeached  of  curft  defigns  on  David's  life  ! 

Ver.  51.  Such  woi  the  charge  on  puna  Michal  hrought^'}  Firft 
edition.     Derrick  iucorredly  has  change.  *        * 

Ver.  53.  The  befi  of  queens,]  Of  afl  the  nations  in  Europe^ 
the  Portoguefe  were^  and  iiill  are,  the  mod  ignorant,  and  mofl 
bigotted.  Of  all  perfons  that  could  be  imagined,  Catharine  of 
Portugal  was  the  moil  improper  wife  for  a  gay  and  i^irited 
prince.  At  her  very  fird  appearance  at  coort,  ihe  retained  and 
ihewed  a  (Irong  tindure  of  the  conrent.  She  even  rejeded  the 
En^fli  drefs,  and  the  ufual  attendance  of  the  EngUih  ladies, 
and  was  only  fond  of  her  (liff,  referved,  and  formal  duennas,  who 
were  the  fcorn  and  the  jeil  of  the  whole  court.  When  (he  was 
married  at  Winchefter  by  the  Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury,  ihe 
would  not  repeat  afler  him  the  words  of  the  matrimonial  ferrice, 
nor  endure  the  (ight  of  the  Archbiihop.  She  proved,  fays  Bur- 
net, a  barren  wife,  and  was  a  woman  of  a  mean  appearance, 
and  of  no  agreeable  temper ;  fo  that  the  King  never  confidered 
her  much,  and  ihe  made  ever  after  but  a  very  mean  figure.  I 
cannot  forbear  adding,  that  Charles  II.  had  the  merit  of  not 
liilentng  to  fome  propofals  bafely  made  to  him,  either  of  a  di- 
vorce, or  of  fending  her  away  to  another  country. 

Dr.  J«  Wabtov, 
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His  life,  the  theme  of  her  eternal  prayer,       ss 
*Tis  fcarce  fo  iViuch  his  guardian  angel's  care. 
Not  fumnier  niorhs  fuch  mildn'efs  can  difclole. 
The  Herhion  lilly,  nor  the  Sharon  rofe. 
Neglefting  each  vain  pomp  of  majeftj, 
Tranfported  Michal   feeds    her   thoughts  on 

high. 
She  fives  with  angels,  and,  as  ailgels  do,         ^i 
Quits  heaven  fometimes  to   blefs   the  world 

below. 
Where,   cherifti'd  by  her   bounties'  plenteous 

fpring. 
Reviving  widows  fmile,  and  orphans  fing.       64 
Oh  I  when  rebellious  IfraeFs  crimes  at  height]^ 
Are  threatned  with  her  Lord's  approaching  fete^ 
The  piety  of  Michal  then  remain 
In  heaven's  remembrance,  and  prolong  his  reign ! 

Lefs  defolation  did  the  peft  purfue. 
That  from  Dan^s  limits  to  Beerfheba  flew,       70 
licfs  fatal  the  repeated  wars  of  Tyre, 
And  lefs  Jerufalem's  avenging  fire. 
With  gentler  terror  thefe  our  ftate  o'ei-ran, 
Than  fince  our  evidencing  days  began  ! 
On  every  cheek  a  pale  confuiion  fat,  75 

Continu  d  fear  beyond  the  word  of  fate  ! 
Truil  was  no  more,  art,  fcience,  ufelefs  made. 
All  occupations  loft  but  Corah's  trade. 
Meanwhile  a  guard  on  modeft  Corah  wait, 
If  not  for  fdfety,  needful  yet  for  ftate.  S9 


ABSALOM  AND  AChlTOPHEL         Mt 

Well  might  he  deem  each  peer  and  prince  his 

(lave. 
And  lord  it  o'er  the  tribes  which  he  conld  fave : 
Even  vice  in  him  was  virtue — what  fad  fate 
But  for  his  honefty  had  feizM  our  flate  ? 
And  with  what  tyranny  had  we  been  curft,    ^s 
Had  Corah  never  proved  a  villain  firft? 
To  have  told  his  knowledge  of  the  intrigue  in 

grofs. 
Had  been,  alas,  to  out  deponent's  lofs : 
The  traveird  Levite  had  the  experience  got. 
To  huiband  well,  and  make  the  beft  of  s  plot ; 
Arid  therefore  like  an  evidence  of  fkill,  91 

With  wife  referves  fecur'd  his  peniion  ftill ; 
Nor  quite  of  future  power  himfelf  bereft. 
But  limbos  large  for  unbelievers  left. 
And  now  his  writ  fuch  reverence  had  got,        9$ 
Twas  worfe  than  plotting  to  fufpeft  his  plot. 
Some  we're  fo  well  convinced,  they  made  no  doubt 
Themfelves  to  help  the  founder  d  fwearers  out. 

Vcr.  96.  *Twa8  worfe  than  phttitig  to  Jufpe^  hU  pht.l  The 
tide  of  prejudice  ran  fo  ftrongly  in  favour  of  Oates  and  the  other 
wit^effes,  after  the  death  of  Sir  Godfrey,  that  to  fpeak  flight- 
iogly  of  theixiy  or  their  dcpofition,  was  as  much  as  a  man's  life 
was  worth ;  and  even  the  King  himfelf,  who  faw  the  trick  from 
the  beginning,  did  not  dare  to  fpeak  his  fentiments  freely.  He 
did  his  atmofl  to  keep  as  private  as  pofllble  fuch  difcoveries  of 
the  fuppofcd  plot,  as  were  communicated  to  him,  the  intention 
of  which  his  perfpicuity  foon  canvafied ;  and  he  was  very  angry 
when  Lord  Dan  by,  without  his  leave,  laid  them  before  tlie  par- 
liament :  ''  Now,  (fuid  he)  you  have  laid  the  foundation  of  your 
own  ruin,  and  of  much  perplexity  for  me."  The  fequel  proved 
bis  Majeily  a  prophet.  Derrick. 
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Some  had  their  fenfe  imposed  on  by  their  fear. 
But  more  for  intereft  fake  believe  and  fwear :  loo 
Even  to  that  height  with  fome  the  frenzy  grew^ 
They  rag'd  to  find  their  danger  not  prove  true. 

Yet,  than  all  thefe  a  viler  crew  remain. 
Who  with  Achitophel  the  cry  maintain ;      io4 
Not  urgM  by  fear,  nor  through  mifguided  fenie, 
BUnd  zeal  and  ftarving  need  had  fome  pretence. 
But  for  the  good  old  caufe,  that  did  excite 
The  original  rebels'  wiles,  revenge  and  fpight. 
Thefe  raife  the  plot,  to  have  the  fcandal  thrown 
Upon  the  bright  fucceflbr  of  the  crown,       no 
Whofe  virtue  with  fuch  wrongs  they  had  purfu^d. 
As  feem'd  all  hope  of  pardon  to  exclude. 
Thus,  while  on  private  ends  their  zeal  is  built. 
The  cheated  crowd  applaud  and  (hare  their  guilt 

Such  pra6tices  as  thefe,  too  grofs  to  Ue     ii6 
Long  unobferv'd  by  each  difcerning  eye. 
The  more  judicious  Ifraelites  unfpell'd. 
Though  ilill  the  charm  the  giddy  rabble  held, 
£v^n  Abfalom,  amidft  the  dazzling  beams 
Of  empire,  and  ambition's  flattering  dreams,  120 
Perceives  the  plot,  too  foul  to  be  excus'd. 
To  aid  defigns,  no  lefs  pernicious,  usM. 
And,  filial  fenfe  yet  driving  in  his  breaft. 
Thus  to  Achitophel  his  doubts  expreil. 

Why  are  my  thoughts  upon  a  crown  em- 

ploy'd,  i5?5 

Which  once  obtain  d  can  be  but  half  enjoy'd  ? 


ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL.         MS 

Not  fo  when  virtue  did  my  arms  requires 
And  to  my  father's  wars  1  flew  intire. 
My  regal  power  how  will  my  foes  refent^ 
When  I  myfelf  have  fcarce  my  own  confent  ?  130 
Give  me  a  fon's  unblemifh'd  truth  again^ 
Or  quench  the  fparks  of  duty  that  remain. 
How  (light  to  force  a  throne  that  legions  guard 
llie  talk  to  me ;  to  prove  unjuil,  how  hard ! 
And    if   the  imagined   guilt  thus  wound  my 

thought,  135 

What  will  it  when  the  tragic  fcene  is  wrought  ? 
Dire  war  muft  firft  be  conjured  from  below. 
The  realm  we'd  rule  we  firtt  muft  overthrow ; 
And,  when  the  civil  furies  are  on  wing 
That  blind  and  undiftinguifti'd  (laughters  fling,! 
Who  knows  what  impious  chance  may  reach  i 

the  king?  ]4i 

Oh !  rather  let  me  perifh  in  the  ftrife, 
Than  have  my  crown  the  price  of  David's  life ! 
Or  if  the  tempeft  of  the  war  he  ftand. 
In  peace,  fome  vile  officious  villain's  hand    us 
His  foul's  anointed  temple  may  invade. 
Or,  preft  by  clamorous  crowds,  myfelf  be  madci 
His  murtherer;  rebellious  crowds,  whofe  guilt 
Shall  dread  his  vengeance  till  his  blood  ba 

fpilt. 

Vcr.  142.    Oh !  rather  let  me  per\Pi\    Firft  edition, 

Orf  rather  let  me,  &c.  *        * 
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Which  if  mj  filial  tendernefs  oppofe,  150 

Since  to  the  empire  by  their  arms  I  rofe^ 
Thofe  very  arms  on  me  ihall  be  employed, 
A  new  ufurper  crowned,  and  I  deftrby'd  : 
The  fame  pretence  of  public  good  will  hold^ 
And  new  Achitophels  be  found  as  bold      155 
To  urge  the  needful  change,  perhaps  the  old 

Ite  faid.     The  (latefman  with  a  fmile  replies, 
A  fmile  that  did  his  rifing  fpleen  difguife, 
'My  thoughts  prefum'd  our  labours  at  an  end. 
And  are  we  ftill  with  confcience  to  contend  ?  iGo 
Whofe  want  in  kings,  as  needful  is  allowed. 
As  'tis  for  them  to  find  it  in  the  crowd. 
Far  in  the  doubtful  paflage  you  are  gone, 
And  only  can  be  fafe  by  preffing  on.  1(4 

The  crown's  true  heir,  ^  prince  fevere  and  wife. 
Has  viewed  your  motions  long  with  jealous  eyes: 
Your  perfon's  charms,  your  more  prevailing  arts. 
And  markM  your  progrefs  in  the  people's  hearts, 
Whofe  patience  is  the  efFe6i  of  ftinted  power. 
But  treafures  vengeance  for  the  fetal  hour,  170 
And  if  remote  the  peril  he  can  bring. 
Your  prefent  danger's  greater  from  the  king. 
Let  not  a  parent  s  name  deceive  your  fenfe, 
Nortruft  the  father  in  a  jealous  prince  ! 
Your  trivial  faults  if  he  could  fo  refent,        i75 
To  doom  you  little  lefs  than  baniftiment. 
What  rage  muft  your  prefumption  fince  infpire? 
Againft  his  orders  your  return  from  Tyre  ? 
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Nor  only  fo,  but  with  a  pomp  more  high^ 
And  open  court  of  popularity,  i8o 

The  fa&ious  tribes— *And  this  reproof  from  thee  ? 
The  prince  replies,  O  ftatefman's  winding  (kill. 
They  firft  condemn  that  firft  advis'd  the  ill ! 
Illuilrious  ybuth,  returned  Achitophel,  i84 

Mifconfirue  not  the  words  that  mean  you  well. 
The  courfe  you  fteer  I  worthy  blame  conclude. 
But  His  becaufe  yau  leave  it  unpurfu'd. 
A  monarch's  crown  with  fate  furrounded  lies. 
Who  reach,  lay  hold  on  death  that  mife  the 

prize. 
Did  you  for  this  expofe  yourfelf  to  ihow,      190 
And  to  the  crowd  bow  popularly  low  ? 
For  this  your  glorious  progrefs  next  ordain. 
With  chariots,  horfemen,  and  a  numerous  train? 
With  &me  before  you  like  the  morning  ftar. 
And  (houts  of  joy  fainting  firom  a&r  ?  195 

Oh  from  the  heights  youVe  reach'd  but  take  a 

view. 
Scarce  leading  Lucifer  could  fall  like  you  ! 
And  muft  I  here  my  (hipwreck'd  arts  bemoan  ? 
Have  I  for  this  fo  oft  made  Ifrael  groan  ? 
Your  iingle  intereft  with  the  nation  weighed,  soo 
And  turn'd  the  fcale  where  your  defires  were 

laid  ? 
£v'n  when  at  helm  a  courfe  fo  dangerous  mov'd 
To  land  your  hopes,  as  my  removal  prov'd. 
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I  not  difpute,  the  royal  youth  replies. 
The  known  pcrfeftion  of  your  policies,  ios 

Nor  in  Achitophel  yet  grudge  or  blame 
The  privilege  that  ftatefmen  ever  claim ; 
Who  private  intereft  never  yet  purfu'd, 
Bat  ftill  pretended  ^twas  for  other's  good : 
What  politician  yet  e'er  fcap'd  his  fate,         210 
Who  faving  his  own  neck  not  fav'd  the  ftate  ? 
From  hence  on  evVy  humorous  wind  thatveer'd, 
With  (hifted  fails  a  feveral  courfe  you  fteer'd. 
What  form  of  fway  did  David  e'er  purfue,    2i4 
That  feem'd  like  abfolute,  but  fprung  from  you  ? 
Who  at  your  inftance  quaflit  each  penal  law. 
That  kept  diilenting  fa6iious  Jews  in  awe  ; 
And  who  fufpends  fixt  laws,  may  abrogate. 
That  done,  form  new,  and  fo  enflave  the  date. 
Even  property,  whofe  champion  now  you  (land. 
And  feem  for  this  the  idol  of  the  land,         221 
Did  ne'er  fuftain  fuch  violence  before. 
As  when  your  counfel  (hut  the  royal  ftore ; 

Ver.  214.  What  form  of /way  did  David  e'er  purjue,]  So  the 
4r(l  edition.     Derrick  abfurdly  has, 

What  from  a  fway  6cc.  *         •• 

Vcr.  216.  JVho  at  your  infiance  quafiCd  each  penal  tew,]  Suf- 
pcnding  the  penal  laws,  and  granting  liberty  of  confcience,  was 
owing  to  the  advice  of  our  Achitophel ;  and  was  an  affair  of  dan- 
gerous tendency,  as  being  one  great  ilep  towards  enilaving  the 
ftate.  Derrick. 

Ver.  223.    • Jkut  tie  royal  fiore  ;}    Or  the 

exchequer,  in  the  beginning  of  1672,  he  being  in  great  want 
ef  money;  a   tranfadion    that   occafjoned    much   confu(ion» 
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Advice,  that  ruin  to  whole  tribes  procur'd^ 
But  fecret  kept  till  your  own  banks  fecur'd.    225 
Recount  with  this  the  triple  covenant  broke. 
And  Ifrael  fitted  for  a  foreign  joke ; 
Nor  here  your  counfels  fatal  progrefs  (laid. 
But  fent  our  levied  powers  to  Pharaoh's  aid. 
Hence  Tyre  and  Ifrael,  low  in  ruins  laid,      230 
And  Egypt,  once  their  fcom,  their  common  ter- 
ror made. 
£v'n  yet  of  foch  a  feafon  can  we  dream, 
When  royal  rights   you   made  your   darling 

theme. 
Tor  power  unlimited  could  reafons  draw. 
And  place  prerogative  above  the  law ;  23s 

Which,  on  your  fall  from  office,  grew  unjuft. 
The  laws  made  king,  the  king  a  flave  in  trufl : 
Whom  with  flate-craft,  to  interefl  only  true, 
You  now  accufe  of  ills  contriv'd  by  you. 

To  this  Heirs  agent — Royal  youth,  fix  here, 
Let  intereft  be  the  flar  by  which  I  fleer.       ^4,1 

for  there  being  thereby  a  Aagnation  of  all  public  payments,  the 
banks  alfo  Hopped ;  but  the  king  having  aflared  the  bankers  and 
merchant,  that  the  prefent  deficiencies  ihould  be  foon  made 
goody  matters  flowed  again  in  their  proper  channel,  though  it 
was  a  ftretch  of  power  not  eaiily  forgotten  or  digefted. 

Derrick. 
Ver.  232*    R^n  yet  of  fitch  a  feafin  can  we  dream^    Firft 
edition,  Ev'n  yet  of  fnch  a  feafon  we  cm  dream. 

Ver.  241.  Let  mter^  be  the  fior  hy  which  I  Jieer.]  So  the 
fiiii  edition.  A  reading  evidently  required  by  the  contej(t« 
Compare  ver.  238  and  243.    Derrick  has, 

I^t  intereft  be  the  fiar  by  which  you  fleer.  *       * 
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Heqce  to  repofe  your  trail  in  me  was  wife, 
Whof^  intereft  moil  in  your  advaacpment  lies,  * 
A  tye  (q  firm  as  always  will  avail. 
When  friendihip,  nature,  and  religion  iail ;  2i& 
On  our  s  the  fa£ety  of  the  crowd  depends, 
Sepure  the  crowd,  and  we  obtain  our  ends. 
Whom  I  will  caufe  fo  far  our  guilt  to  ihare. 
Till  they  .are  piacje  our  champions  by  their  fear. 
What  oppoiition  can  your  rival  bring,  25o 

While  Sanhedrims  are  jealpus  of  the  King  ? 
His  flrength  as  yet  in  David^s  friendship  lies. 
And  what  can  David's  felf  without  fupplies  ? 
Who  with  exclufive  bills  muil  now  difpeniie. 
Debar  the  heir,  or  ilarve  in  his  defence.        255 
Co];K]i(tioiis  which  our  elders  ne'er  will  qui^. 
And  David's  juilice  never  can  admit. 
Or  forced  by  wants  his  brotl;ier  to  beti:ay. 
To  your  ambition  :next  hfi  clears  the  way ; 
For  if  fucceiliQn  oace  lo  nought  .they  fyrwg^  2&0 
Their  next  a^Vfapce  removes  tj^ie  jpr^ient  king  t 
Periiiling  elfe  his  fenates  to  diiTolve, 
J!n  equal  hazard  ihall  his  reign  \nvolve. 
Our  tribes,  whom  Pharaoh's  power  fo  much 

alarms, 
Shall  rife  without  their  prince  to  oppofe  his 

arms; 
Nor  boots  it  on  what  caufe  at  firft  they  join,  z66 
Their  troops,  once  up,  are  tools  for  our  defign. 
At  leaft  fuch  fubtle  coveqjants  ihs^ll  be  ip^de. 
Till  peace  itfelf  is  war  in  mafquerade. 
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AflbciatioDs  of  myilerious  feofe,  270 

Againd,  but  feeming  for,  the  king's  defenqe  : 
Ev'n  oh  their  courts  of  juftice  fetters  draw^ 
And  from  our  agents  muzzle  up  their  law. 
By  which  a  conqued  if  we  fail  to  make, 
Tis  a  drawn  game  at  word,  and  we  fecure  our 

ftake.  S75 

He  faid,  and  for  the  dire  fuccefs  depends 
On  various  fe£is,  by  common  guilt  made  friends* 
Whofe  heads,  though  ne'er  fo  differing  in  their 

creed, 
Fth'point  of  treafon  yet  were  well  agreed. 
'Mongft  thefe,  extorting  I(hban  firft  appears,  sso 
Purfu'd  by  a  meagre  troop  of  bankrupt  heirs. 
Bleft  times,  when  Khban,  he  whofe  occupation 
So  long  has  been  to  cheat,  reforms  the  nation  I 
Khban  of  confcience  fuited  to  his  trade, 
As  good  a  faint  as  ufurer  ever  made.  us 

Yet  Mammon  has  not  fo  engrod  him  quite. 
But  Belial  lays  as  large  a  claim  of  fpight ; 
Who,   for  thofe  pardons  from  his  prince  he 

draws. 
Returns  reproaches,  and  cries  up  the  caufe. 

Ver.  280.     extorting  IJhban  firft  appears, 

Purfud  by  a  meagre  band  oJ'b(mkrupt  heirs,'] 

Sir  Robert  Clayton*  an  alderman  of  the  city,  and  one  of  its 
members,  who  remarkably  oppofed  the  court.  Though  he  was 
very  avaricious,  he  had  offered  a  large  fum  to  be  made  a  peer ; 
and  thofe  who  confidcr  the  king's  wants  will  believe  with  me^  he 
wa«  forry  the  alderman's  money  was  not  tangible. 

Dbrrick. 

VOL.  I.  W 
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'J^hat  year  in  which  the  city  he  did  fway,        290 

He  left  rebellion  in  a  hopeful  way. 

Yel  his  ambition  once  was  found  fo  bold. 

To  offer  talents  of  extorted  gold; 

Could  David's  wants  have  fo  been  bribed,  to 

(hame 
And  fcandalize  our  peerage  with  his  name ;  agg 
For  which,  his  dear  fedition  he'd  forfwear,- 
And  e'en  turn  loyal  to  be  made  a  pec 
Next  him,  let  railing  Rabiheka  have  place. 
So  full  of  zeal  he  has  no  need  of  grace ; 


Vor.  298.     rmTiHg  Rah/heka]    Sir  Thomas  Play  or, 

one  of  the  city  re|M*efe.itativcs  in  Parliament ;  a  fadious  blun- 
dering malecontcnt ;  one  of  the  chief  fupportcrs  of  the  Whigs  in 
the  city ;  declared  enemy  of  tlic  Duke  of  York,  and  ftrongiy  (br 
the  bill  of  excUifion.  When  he  was  re-chofen  in  I68O-I,  togct 
ther  with  Sir  Robert  Clayton,  Thomas  Pilkington,  and  William 
Love,  Efqrs.  many  of  th«  Whig  citizens,  in  comraon-hall  aflem* 
bled,  drew  up  and  prefented  to  him  and  them  an  extraordinary 
papiT,  **  giving  them  thanks  for  their  former  good  fervicts,  rool'e 
*^  efpecially  for  iheir  zeal  in  promoting  the  bill  for  excluding 
**  the  Duke  of  York  frym  the  fuccelTion,  and  recommending 
**  that  xhey  would  (lili  literally  purfue  the  fame  meafures,  and 
•*  grant  no  fupphes  to  the  crown,  till  they  faw  themfelve:^ 
*  effe^hially  fecured  from  popery  and  arbitrary  power/'  And 
in  purfuit  of  thefe  meafures,  the  fubfcribing  perfoos  promifcd  to 
ftand  by  them  with  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

Indeed,  addreffes  of  tKc  fame  nature  were  forwarded  to  their 
reprefentatives  from  many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which 
gave  great  uncafinefs  to  the  court,  and  occafioned  tnele  lines  put 
into  Achitophei's  mouth,  p.  288. 


what  can  David's  felf  without  fupplies? 


Who  with  exclufive  bills  mud  now  difpenfe, 
'  Debar  the  heir,  or  ftarve  in  his  defence. 

Derrick. 


i 
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A  faint  that  can  both  flelb  and  fpirit  uie,      sm 
Alike  haunt  conventicles  and  the  ftews : 
Of  whom  the  queftion  difficult  appears, 
If  moil  i'  th'  preachers'  or  the  bawds'  arrears. 
What  caution  could  appear  too  much  in  him 
That  keeps  the  treafure  of  Jerufalem  !  505 

Let  David's  brother  but  approach  the  town. 
Double  our  guards,  he  cries,  we  are  undone* 
Protefting  that  he  dares  not  deep  in' s  bed, 
'  Jjeft  he  ftiould  rife  next  morn  without  his  head. 
Next  thefe,  a  troop  of  buly  fpirits  prefs,  sio 
Of  little  fortunes,  and  of  confcience  lefs ; 


Ver.  301.  —  conventicUs]  Ho  accenU  the  word  again 
on  the  third fyllahlt  in  the  Medal,  line  285.  Thiis,  in  a  CoUec^^ 
tion  of  Loyal  Songs,  written  between  l639  ^^^  l65l,  vol.  IL 
p.  16. 

**  Bin  all  the  parifli  ke  it  plaiDi 

**  Since  thou  art  in  this  pickle, 
**  Thou  art  an  Independent  quean, 

**  And  iov'fl  a  cowenticU:'  Todd. 


Ver.  310.  Next  th^e]  This  was  not  the  only  poem  written 
on  tlie  political  tranfadions  of  thofc  times.  Duke  wrote  one  alfo, 
entitled,  The  Rtoiew,  the  beft  and  moft  vigorous,  perhaps,  of  his 
compofitions.  He  begins  with  the  Redoration,  and  paifes  on 
through  great  part  of  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  but  left  it  uu- 
finifticd.  The  cbaraders  of  Shaftejbary  and  ViUiers  are  particu- 
larly laboured,  but  very  inferior  to  thofe  given  by  Dryden.— 
He  is  particularly,  and  I  think  blaraeably,  fevere  on  Lord  Cla^ 
rendon^  whom  he  calls  Byrja,  accufmg  him  of  taking  bribes  to 
procure  the  pardon  of  many  notorious  rebels,  and  of  being  privy 
to,  and  promoting  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  the  Duke 
of  Torkf  which  the  chancellor  always  denied  in  the  moil  folemn 
and  moft  unequivocal  terras.  Dr.  J.  Waktom  . 
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Can  dry  bones  live  ?  or  (keletons  produce 

The  vital  warmth  of  cuckoldiziog  juice  ? 

Slim  Phaleg  could,  and  at  the  table  fed,      *  340 

Returned  the  grateful  produfi  to  the  bed. 

A  waiting-man  to  trav'liog  nobles  chofe. 

He  his  own  laws  would  faucily  impofe. 

Till  baftinadoM  back  again  he  went. 

To  learn  thofe  manners  he  to  teach  was  fent  345 

Chafliz'd  he  ought  to  have  retreated  home^ 

But  he  reads  politics  to  Abialom. 

For  never  Hebronite,  though  kick'd  and  icom'd. 

To  his  own  country  willingly  retum'd. 

— But  leaving  famifliM  Phaleg  to  be  fed»      350 

And  to  talk  treafon  for  his  daily  bread. 


An  emhlfm  of  thai  htxzUig  inftfijvfi^ 

That  mounts  the  vhfelj  and  thinks Jite  raifts  dvf.'] 

Mufca,  Truchilus  et  Trodului, 

JEdate  medift  concitati  fex  equi, 

Currain  trahentes,  putre  quatiebant  fo\um, 

Claraiiqae  denfo  pulvere  tegd>aYit  diem. 

Temoiie  in  ipfo  tenuis  interea  fedens 

O  quantus,  ioquit  Mufca^  premit  equos  labor, 

Quantufque  fudor  iriigat,  dum  mc  trahunt ! 

Sic  pnevalenti  cum  fedar  cvult  trabe. 

Quae  quinque  opijnos  iacWh  fuftineat  boves, 

PuAlIus  il)e»  ex  alitum  gente  iQ(im&, 

Prstentat  illam  trochilus»  et  fuperfdit 

Si  mills  timenti,  ftrre  ne  fe  non  queat. 

Sic  impudeuti  Troflulorum  de  grege 

Aliquis,  ineptos,  adminilhis  impen 

Multum  exhibere  fe  negotii  putat, 

Qui,  Tivat  iUe  an  mortuus  6t,  nefefont 

Defbillon's  Fab.  Mf.  Lib.  iv.  Fab.  14, 

John  Wa&toit. 
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Let  Hebrdii)  nay  let  Hell  produce  a  man 

So  made  for  mifchief  as  Ben-Jochunan, 

A  Jew  of  bumble  parentage  was  he. 

By  trade  a  Levite,  though  of  low  degree :     355 

His  pride  no  higher  than  the  defk  afpir'd. 

But  for  the  drudgery  of  priefts  was  hir'd 

To  read  and  pray  in  linen  ephod  brave. 

And  pick  op  (ingle  iliekels  from  the  grave.     339 

Married  at  laft,  but  finding  charge  come  fafter. 

He  could  not  live  by  God,  but  chang'd  his 

mailer : 
Infpird  by  want,  was  made  a  fa3ions  tool. 
They  got  a  villain,  and  we  loft  a  fool. 
Still  violent,  whatever  cau(e  he  took. 
But  moft  againft  the  party  he  forfook*  365 

For  renegadoes,  who  ne'er  turn  by  halves. 
Are  bound  in  confcience  to  be  double  knaves. 
So  this  profe-prophet  took  moft  monftrous  pains 
I'o  let  his  mafters  fee  he  earn'd  his  gains. 


Vcr.  356«  So  made /or  mifchie/]  Ben-Joihanan  was  Snmnel 
JohoiJDTiy  author  of  the  famous  pamphlet  entitled  Julian^  in  which 
he  drew  a  parallel  betwixt  that  apoAate  and  James  II.  And 
alfo  of  another  ftill  more  offenfive,  called^  An  Addrefi  to  the 
^g^ifl*  Protejantt  in  King's  James's  Armj/,  For  which  he  was 
foiifenced  to  (land  in  the  pillory  three  feveral  times,  at  Weflmin- 
ficr,  Chariogncrofe,  and  ihe  Royal  ExcbaDge,  to  pay  a  fine  of 
five  hundred  marks,  and  be  whipt  from  Newgate  to  Tyburn. 
The  lad  part  of  the  pnniihment  was  mildly  executed,  and  he  was 
degraded  from  his  i  ccleliaftical  fundions  before  it  was  inflidcd. 
Ofall  the  fcditious  writers  hrrc  profcribed  by  Dryden,  he  was  a 
man  of  the  greateil  learning  and  bell  morals. 

«     Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
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But  as  the  devil  owes  all  his  imps  a  (hamey     S70 
He  cbofe  the  apellate  for  his  proper  theme ; 
With  little  pains  he  made  the  pi^ure  true; 
And  from  reflexion  took  the  rogue  he  drew. 
A  wondrous  work,  to  prove  the  Jewifti  nation 
In  every  age  a  murmuring  generation  ;         37s 
To  trace  em  from  their  infancy  of  finning. 
And  (hew  'em  factious  from  their  firft  begin- 
ning. 
To  prove  they  could  rebel,  and  rail,  and  mock. 
Much  to  the  credit  of  the  chofen  flock ; 
A  ftrong  authority  which  mud  convince,      sso 
That  faints  own  no  allegiance  to  their  prince. 
As  'tis  a  leading-card  to  make  a  whore. 
To  prove  her  mother  had  turned  up  before. 
But,  tell  me,  did  the  drunken  patriarch  blefs 
The  fon  that  ihew'd  his  father's  nakednefs  ?  3S5 
Such  thanks  the  prefent  church  thy  pen  will 

Which  proves  rebellion  was  fo  primitive. 
Muft  ancient  failings  be  examples  made? 
Then  murtherers  from  Cain  may  learn  their 

trade. 
As  thou  the  heathen  and  the  faint  haft  drawn, 
Methinks  the  apoftate  was  the  better  man  :  391 

Vcr.  384.     Bui,  tell  me,  did  the  dntuken  pBtfMTch  hk/i]    Tke 
firil  edition,  by  a  Grange  error  of  the  pref»y  has  patriot. 
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And  thy  hot  fatber,  waving  my  refpe^^ 
Not  of  a  mother^cburch  but  of  a  fed. 
And  fuch  be  needs  mud  be  of  thy  inditing, 
This  coHies  of  drinking  afles  milk  and  writing. 
If  Balack  fhould  be  call'd  to  leave  bis  place,  396 
As  profit  is  the  loudeft  call  of  grace. 
His  temple  difpoflefs^d  of  one,  would  be 
Repleniih'd  with  feven  devils  more  by  thee. 

Levi,  thou  art  a  load,  I'll  lay  thee  down,  400 
And  (hew  rebellion  bare,  without  a  gown ; 
Poor  flaves  in  metre,  dull  and  addle-pated. 
Who  rhime  below  ev'n  David's  pfahns  tran-* 

flated ; 
Some  in  my  fpeedy  pace  I  mu(t  out-run. 
As  lame  Mephiboiheth  the  wifard's  ion :       405 
To  make  quick  way  Til  leap  o'er  heavy  blocks. 
Shun  rotten  Uzza,  as  I  would  the  pox ; 
And  haften  Og  and  Doe^  to  rehearfe. 
Two  fools  that  crutch  their  feeble  fenfe  on  verfe; 
Who,  by  my  mufe,  to  all  fucceeding  times  410 
Shall  live,  in  fpight  of  their  own  dogrel  rhimes. 

Doeg,  though  without  knowing  how  qr  why. 
Made  (till  a  blund'ring  kind  of  melody  ; 


Ver.  412.  Doeg^  ihtnigh  without  ktitming]  This  chara^ber  of 
Elkanah  Settle,  which  is  ux(|uiritely  ftitirical,  particularly  lines 
415,  420,  422,  427f  428,  was  certainly  iaferted  hy  Drvden, 
whom  he  had  offended  by  writing  pamphlets  for  the  Whigs, 
though  he  afterwards  fuddenly  changed  tides,  and  was  as  violent 
adefe'iulerof  Tury  priaciplcs,  luid  wrote  a  poem  of  high  pane« 
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Spurred  boldly  on,  and  da(h'd   through  thick 

and  thin, 
Through  fenfe  and  nonfenfe,  never  out  nor  in ;  415 
Free  from  all  meaning,  whether  good  or  bad, 
And,  in  one  word,  heroically  mad : 
He  was  too  warm  on  picking-  work  to  dwell. 
But  fagotted  his  notions  «is  they  fell, 
And  if  they  rhim'd  and  rattled,  all  was  well.  420 
Spiteful  he  is  not,  thdugh  he  wrote  a  fatyr, 
For  dill  there  goes  fome  thinking  to  ill-nature  : 
He  needs  no  more  than  birds  and  beafts  to 

think. 
All  his  occaiions  are  to  eat  and  drink. 
Jf  he  call  rogue  and  rafcal  from  a  garrat,      4^5 
He  means  you  no  more  mifchief  than  a  parrat : 

l^yric  on  the  coroDation  of  James  If.  in  l685.  He  wa$  the  au^ 
thor  of  fevcnteen  plays,  now  totally  forgotten.  He  had  a  pcn- 
iion  from  the  city  for  writtug  an  annual  panegyric  on  the  Lofd 
Mayor.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life  he  was  reduced  to  great 
poverty,  and  wrote  low  drolls  for  Bartholomew  Fair,  and  wHs 
reduced  in  his  old  age  to  a6t  in  farce  a  dragon,  iucloft^  in  a  green 
leather  of  his  own  invention.  To  which  ous  witty  fatirift,  Dr. 
Young,  alludes  in  Lis  epiltle  to  Pope,  on  the  authors  of.  tltc 
agp  :— 

Poor  ElWanah,  all  other  changes  pail. 
For  bread  in  Sqi^itMeld  jdragous,  hifs'd  atlaA : 
Spit  dreams  of  fire  to  make  the  butchers  gape, 
And  found  bis  manners  fuited  to  his  (hapc. 

Ogt  mentioned  afterwards,  who  was  ShadatU^  we  muft  refcrve 
Tpeaking  of  to  a  more  important  occafibn.  I  cannot  forbear 
adding,  that  Drydei)  was  fo  much  ihortified  at  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Ewperor  of  Morocco ^  a  tragedy  of  Settle's,  which  was  even  a6ked 
at  Whitehall  by  the  coun-ludies,  that  he  wrotca  moftvimlftit 
and  even  brutal  cnticifm  on  it,  dictated  by  envy,  rage,  and  jea^ 
loiify,  from  which  Dr.  Johnfon  has  gken  a  longextra^  of  eight 
pages,  which  difgrace  the  pen  of  Dryden*       Dr.  J.  Wakton. 
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The  words  for  friend  and  foe  alike  were  made, 
To  fetter  *em  in  verfe  is  all  his  trade. 
For  aloiouds  he'll  cry  whore  to  his  own  mother : 
And  call  young  Abfalom  king  David's  brotfaen 
Let  him  be  gallows-free  by  my  confent^        4Si 
And  nothing  fuiFer  fince  he  nothing  meant ; 
Hangmg  fuppofes  human  foul  and  reafon. 
This  animars  below  committing  treafon  ; 
Shall  he  be  hangM  who  never  could  rebel  ?  43s 
That's  a  preferment  for  AchitopheL 
The  woman  that  committed  buggary. 
Was  rightly  fentenc'd  by  the  law  to  die ; 
But  'twas  hard  fate  that  to  the  gallows  led 
The  dog  that  never  heard  the  ftatute  read.   44o 
Railing  in  other  men  may  be  a  crime. 
But  ought  to  pafs  for  mere  inftin&in  him : 
In(lin£t  he  follows,  and  no  farther  knows. 
For  to  write  verfe  with  him  is  to  tranfprofe. 
'Twere  pity  treafon  at  his  door  to  lay,  445 

Who  makes  heaven  s  gate  a  lock  to  its  own  keyi 
Let  him  rail  on,  let  his  inve^ive  mufe 
Have  four  and  twenty  letters  to  abufe,  * 

Which,  if  he  jumbles  to  one  line  of  fenfe, 
Indifl  him  of  a  capital  offence.  450 

In  firerworks  give  him  leave  to  vent  his  fpight, 
Thofe  are  the  only  ferpents  he  can  write  ; 
The  beight  of  his  ambition  is,  we  know, 
But  to  be  mailer  of  a  puppet^^ihow, 
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On  that  one  flage  his  works  may  yet  appear,  455 
And  a  month's  harveft  keeps  him  all  the  yean 
Now  ftop  your  nofes,  readers,  all  and  fbme,^ 
For  here's  a  tun  of  midnight  work  to  come,    r 
Og,  from  a  treafon-tavern  rowling  home.      ) 
Round  as  a  globe,  and  liquor'd  every  chink,    a6o 
Goodly  and  great  he  fails  behind  his  link ; 
With  all  thb  bulk  there's  nothing  loft  in  Og, 
For  every  inch,  that  is  not  fool,  is  rogue : 
A  monftrous  mafs  of  foul  corrupted  matter,  464 
As  all  the  devils  had  fpewM  to  make  the  batter. 
When  wine  has  giv'n    him    courage  to  blas- 
pheme. 
He  curfes  God,  but  God  before  curft  him ; 
And  if  man  could  have  reafon,  none  has  more. 
That  made  his  paunch  fo  rich,  and  him  fo  poor. 
With  wealth  he  was  not  trufted,  for  heaven 
knew  470 

What  'twas  of  old  to  pamper  up  a  Jew; 
To  what  would  he  on  quail  and  pheafant  fwell. 
That  even  on  tripe  and  carrion  could  rebel  ? 
But  though  Heaven  made  him  poor,  (with  re* 

verence  fpcaking) 
He  never  was  a  poet  of  God  s  making  ;         47s 
The  midwife  laid  her  hand  on  his  thick  ikuU, 
With  this  prophetic  blefling — Be  thou  duU; 
Drink,  Iwear,  and  roar,  forbear  no  lewd  delight 
Fit  for  thy  bulk,  do  apy  thing  but  write : 


ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL.         301 

Thou  art  of  lafiing  make,  like  thoughtlcfs  meOf 
A  flrong  nativity — but  for  the  pen ;  4Si 

Eat  opium^  mingle  arfenic  in  thy  drink^ 
Still  thou  mayft  live,  avoiding  pen  and  ink« 
I  fee,  I  fee,  'tis  counfel  given  in  vain, 
For  treafon  botch t  in  rhime  will  be  thy  bane,  4d5 
Rhime  is  the  rock  on  which  thou  art  to  wreck, 
Tis  fiital  to  thy  &me  and  to  thy  neck : 
Why  fhould  thy  metre  good  king  David  blaft? 
A  pfalm  of  his  will  furely  be  thy  laft. 
Dar'li  thou  prefume  in  verfe  to  meet  thy  foes,  490 
Thou  whom  the  penny  pamphlet  folVd  in  profe? 
Doeg,  whom  God  for   mankind  s  mirth  has 

made, 
O'er-tops  thy  talent  in  thy  very,  trade ; 
Doeg  to  thee,  thy  paintings  are  fo  coarfe, 
A  poet  b,  though  he's  the  poet's  horfe,         495 
A  double  noo(e  thou  on  thy  neck  doft  pull. 
For  writing  treaibn,  and  for  writing  dull ; 
To  die  for  fa&ion  is  a  common  evil. 
But  to  be  hang'd  for  nonfenfe  is  the  devil :  . 
Hadft  thou  the  glories  of  thy  king  expred,   500 
Thy  praifes  had  been  fatyr  at  the  bed ; 
But  thou  in  clumfy  verie,  unlickt,  unpointed. 
Haft  (hamefuUy  defy'd  the  Lord's  anointed : 
I  will  not  rake  the  dunghill  of  thy  crimes, 
f*or  who  would  read*  thy  life  that  reads  thy 

rhymes  ?  M5 
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But  of  king  David's  foes,  be  this  the  doom. 
May  all  be  like  the  young  man  Abfalom  ; 
And^  for  my  foes,  may  this  their  blefiing  be^ 
To  talk  like  Doeg,  and  to  write  like  thee/' 

Achitophel  each  rank,  degree,  and  age,  51  e 
For  various  ends  negledts  not  to  engage ; 
The  wife  and  rich,  for  purfe  and  counfel  brought, 
The  fools  and  beggars,  for  their  number  fought : 
Who  yet  ndt  only  on  the  town  depends. 
For  even  in  court  the  fa6lion  liad  its  friends ;  515 
Thefe  thought  the  places  they  poifefl:  too  fmall^ 
And  in  their  hearts  wifli'd  court  and  king  to  &II : 
Whofe  names  the  mufe  difdaining,  hokls  i'  th* 

dark, 
Thruft  in  the  villain  herd  without  a  mark ; 
With  parafites  and  libel*fpawning  imps,        S20 
Intriguing  fops,  dull  jeilers,  and  worfe  pimps. 
Difdain  the  rafcal  rabble  to  purfue. 
Their  fet  cabals  are  yet  a  viler  crew ; 
See  where  involved  in  common  fmoak  they  fit : 
Some  for  our  mirth,  fome  for  our  fatyr  fit :   525 
Thefe  gloomy,   thoughtful,   and    on   miichief 

bent. 
While  thofe  for  mere  good  feltowihip  frequent 
The  appointed  club,  can  let  fedition  pais, 
Senfe,  nonfenfe,  any  thing  to  employ  the  glafs ; 
And  who  believe,  in  their  ^iuU  boneft  hearts,  md 
The  reft  talk  treafon  but  to  (hew  their  parts ; 
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Who  ne'er  bad  wit  or  will  for  mifchief  yet. 
But  pleas'd  to  be  reputed  of  a  fet. 

But  in  the  facred  annals  of  our  plot, 
Induftiious  Arod  never  be  forgot :  535 

The  labours  of  this  midnight^magiftrate. 
May  vie  with  Corah's  to  preferve  theTftate. 
In  fearch  of  arms  he  iaiVd  not  to  lay  hold 
On  war's  moft   powerful   dangerous  weapon^ 

gold. 
And  lad,  to' take  from  Jebufites  all  odds,      bu^ 
Their  altars  pillag'd,  ftole  their  very  gods ; 
Oft  would  he  cry,  when  treafure  he  furpriz'd, 
'Tis  Baalifli  gold  in  David's  coin  difguis'd. 
Which  to  his  houfe  with  richer  reliques  came, 
While  lumber  idols  only  fed  the  flame :         545 
For  our  wife  rabble  ne  er  took  pains  to  enquire, 
What  'twas  he  burnt,    fo  't  made  a  rouflng 

fire. 

With  which  our  elder  was  enricht  no  more 

« 

Than  falfe  Gehazi  with  the  Syrian's  (lore ; 


Ver.  534.     Bui  in  the /acred  annmls  of  our  pht^ 
Indiifirious  Arod  never  be  forgot :] 

Arod,  Sir  William  Waller,  foo  to  him  who  had  done  fo  much 
fervice  to  the  lung  parliament.  He  upheld  the  excluiion  bill 
with  all  his  might,  and  took  every  opportuoity  of  (hewing  hh 
hatred  to  Popery,  by  feekiiig  out  and  difperfmg  the  Papifts, 
when  aflembled  to  t:elebrate  divine  fervice  in  their  way.  To 
which,  if  he  was  not  much  roifreprefented,  he  was  Aimulated 
rather  in  hopes  of  fpoil,  their  altars  being  generally  rich,  than 
out  of  rcfpc^  to  his  country,  or  love  for  religion. 

Derrick. 
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So  poor,  that  when  our  choofiag^tribes  were 
met,  550 

£v'n  for  his  (liDking  votes  be  ran  in  debt ; 
For  meat  the  wicked,  and  as  authors  think. 
The  faints  he  chousM  for  his  ele^ing  drink ; 
Thus  every  (hift  and  fubtle  method  pad, 
And  all  to  be  no  Zaken  at  the  laft.  5$s 

Now,  rais'd  on  Tyre's  fad  roins,  Pharaoh^s 
pride 
Soar'd   high,   his  legions  threatning  far  and 

wide; 
As  when  a  battering  dorm  ingendred  high. 
By  winds  upheld,  hangs  hovering  in  the  (ky. 
Is  gaz'd  upon  by  every  trembling  fwain,         560 
This  for  his  vineyard  fears,  and  that  his  grain ; 

Ver.  555.  ■  >•  aU  to  be  no  Zaken  at  the  /a/?,]  At  tbc  chafing 
a  new  parliament  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  l679«  Sir  Wil* 
liam  had,  to  no  purpofe,  endeavoured  to  get  himfelf  cbofen 
into  the  houfe ;  and  the  publicans,  who  truiled  bim  at  this  time 
in  fuch  entertainments  as  he  ordered,  found  it  difEcuIt  to  get 
their  money  from  him.  Dbr&ick. 

Ver.  556.     N&w^  raised  oh  Tyre's/ad  ruins,  Pkaraok'M  pride 
Soard  high.] 

The  fuccefs  of  Lewis  the  XlVth's  arms,  particularly  in  Hol- 
land^ rendered  him  formidable  all  over  Europe ;  while  Eng- 
Jand,  who  has  it  fo  much  in  her  power  to  command  refped,  was 
fcarcely  regarded.  Weakened  by  domcftic  difputes,  ncr  king 
always  wanting  money,  and  oppofed  and  kept  bare  by  her  par- 
liament, her  mediation  was  of  no  confcquence,  and  (he  had  lit- 
tle or  iio  influence  abroad.  Dbrrick. 

Ver  560.     7*  goj^d  upon  by  every  trembling  Jwam, 

This  for  his  vineyard  f'earsj  and  thai  his  grain  ; 
M  uhen  a  battering ^orm  ingendred  higk^ 
By  xnnds  upheld,  hangs  holering  in  thejky* 
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For  blooming  plants,  and  flowers  new  opening, 

thefe 
For  lambs  yean'd  lately,  and  far-labVing  bees : 
To  guard  his  dock  each  to  the  gods  does  call, 
Uncertain  where  the  fire-charg'd   clouds  will 

fall :  565 

£v'n  fo  the  doubtflil  nations  watch  his  arms. 
With  terror  each  expefting  his  alarms. 
Where,  Judah,  where  was  now  thy  lyon's  roar  ? 
Thou  only  couldft  the  captive  lands  reftore;  569 
But  thou,  with  inbred  broils  and  fa6lion  preft. 
From  Egypt  need'ft  a  guardian  with  the  reft. 
Thy  prince  from  Sanhedrims  no  truft  allow'd. 
Too  much  the  reprefenters  of  the  crowd, 
Who  for  their  own  defence  give  no  fupply. 
But  what  the  crown's  prerogatives  muft  buy : 
As  if  their  monarch's  rights  to  violate  576 

More  needful  were,  than  to  preferve  the  (late ! 
From  prefent  dangers  they  divert  their  care, 
And  all  their  fears  are  of  the  royal  heir ; 
Whom  now  the  reigning  malice  of  his  foes  580 
Unjudg'd  would  (entence,    and   e'er  crown'd 

depofe.  ^ 

Religion  the  pretence,  but  their  decree 
To  bar  his  reign,  whatever  his  faith  {ball  be  1 

Qualis  ubi  ad  terras  abrupto  (idere  nimbus 
It  mare  per  medium,  miferis  bcu  praefcia  long^ 
Horrcfcunt  corda  Agricolis:  dabit  ille  ruinas 
Arboribusy  iiragcmque  fatis,  met  omnia  lat^. 

VirgiL  JEn.  xii.451. 

John  Wartov. 
▼ox^«  I.  X 
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By  Sanhedrims  and  clam'rous  crowds  thus  prefl, 
AVhat  pallions  rent  the  righteous  David's  breaft  ? 
Who  knows  not  how  to  oppofe  or  to  comply,  SBS 
Unjuft  to  grant,  and  dangerous  to  deny  ! 
How  near  in  this  dark  jun6iure  Ifraers  fate, 
Whofe  peace  one  fole  expedient  could  create. 
Which  yet  the  extreameft  virtue  did  require,  590 
£v'n  of  that  prince  whofe  downfisd  they  coi^ 

fpire  1 
His  abfence  David  does  with  tears  advife 
To  appeafe  their  rage.      Undaunted  he  com-^ 

plies. 
Thus  he,  who  prodigal  of  blood  and  eafe, 
A  royal  life  exposed  to  winds  and  feas,  596 

At  once  contending  with  the  waves  and  fire, 
And  heading  danger  in  the  wars  of  Tyre, 
Inglorious  now  forfakes  hia  native  fand. 
And  like  an  exile  quits  the  promised  land  f 
Our  monarch  fcarce  from  preQing  tears  refrain^ 
And  painfully  his  royal  (late  maintains,         601 
Who  now  embracing  on  the  extreameft  (hora 
Almoft  revokes  what  he  injoin  d  before ; 
Concludes  at  laft  more  truft  to  be  allowM 
To  ftorms  and  feas  than  to  the  raging  crowd  ( 
Forbear,  raih  mufe,  the  parting  fcene  to  draw^ 
With  filence  charm'd  as  deep   as  their  s  that 

faw  I  607 

Ver.  59t.  Hu  abfence  Dand  does witk  tear9  advife]  This  al- 
ludes to  the  Duke  of  York's  quitting  the  court,  and  retiring  to 
Bruflels,  and  afterwards  to  Scotland.  Dereick, 


ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL.         S07 
Not  only  our  attending  nobles  weep, 
Bat  hardy  iailors  fvrell  with  tears  the  deep  I 
The   tide  reftrainM  her  courfe,     and    more 

amaz'd,  61a 

The  twin-flars  on  the  rojral  brothers  gaz'd: 
While  this  fole  fear   ■ 
Does  trouble  to  our  fuffering  hero  bring, 
Lett  next  the  popular  rage  opprefs  the  king ! 
Thus  parting,  each  for  the  other's  danger  grieved. 
The  (hore  the  king,  and  Teas  the  prince  received. 
Go,injur'd  hero,  while  propitious  gales,         61 7^ 
Soft  as  thy  confort's  breath,  infpire  thy  fails; 
Well  may  (he  truft  her  beauties  on  a  flood. 
Where  thy  triumphant  fleets  fo  oft  have  rode  I 
Safe  on  thy  bread  reclin'd,  her  reft  be  deep,  €21 
Rock'd  like  a  Nereid  by  the  waves  aileep ; 
While  happieft  dreams  her  fancy  entertain. 
And  to  Elyiian  fields  convert  the  main  ! 
Go,  injur'd  hero,  while  the  (bores  of  Tyre  625 
At  thy  approach  fo  filent  (hall  admire, 
Who  on  thy  thunder  ftill  their  thoughts  em* 

ploy. 

And  greet  thy  landing  with  a  trembling  joy. 

On  heroes  thus  the  prophet's  fate  is  thrown, 
Admtr'd  by  every  nation  but  their  own ;       ^30 
Yet  while  our  faftious  Jews  his  worth  deny, 
Their  aking  confcience  gives  their  tongue  the 
lie. 

x2 


30S         ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL. 

Even  in  the  worfl;  of  men  the  nobleft  parts 
Confefs  him^  and  he  triumphs  in  their  hearts^ 
Whom  to  his  king  the  heft  refpefts  commend 
Offubje6i:,  foldier,  kinfman,  prince  and  friend ; 
All  facred  names  of  moil  divine  efteem^         637 
And  toperfe6tion  all  fudain'd  by  him, 
Wife,  juft,  and  conftant,  courtly  without  art. 
Swift  to  difcern  and  to  reward  defert ;  640 

No  hour  of  his  in  fruitlefs  eafe  deftroy'd. 
But  on  the  nobleft  fubjecb  ftill  employed  : 
Whofe  fteddy  foul  ne'er  learnt  to  feparate 
Between  his  monarch's  intereft  and  the  liate. 
But  heaps  thofe  bleilings  on  the  royal  head,  6^s 
Which  he  well  knows  muft  be  on  fubje6ls  (hed. 

On  what  pretence  could  then  the  vulgar 
rage 
Againft  his  worth,  and  native  rights  engage  ? 
Religious  fears  their  argument  are  made. 
Religious  fears  his  facred  rights  invade  !        60a 
Of  future  fuperdition  they  complain, 
And  Jebufitic  worfhip  in  his  reign : 
With  fuch  alarms  his  foes  the  crowd  deceive. 
With  dangers  fright  which  not  tbemfelves  be* 
lieve. 

Since  nothing  can  our  facred  rites  remove,  6&s 
Whatever  the  faith  of  the  fucceflbr  prove : 
Our  Jews  their  ark  (hall  undifturb'd  retain. 
At  lead  while  their  religion  is  their  gain. 
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Who  know   by   old  experience    Baal's  com- 
mands 
Not  only  claim'd  their  confcience,  but  their 
lands;  660 

They  grudge  God's  ty  thes,  how  therefore  (hall 

they  yield 
An  idol  full  polTeflion  of  the  field  ? 
Grant  fuch  a  prince  enthroi/d,  we  mud  confers 
The   people's  fufferings  than  that  monarch's 

lefS) 
Who  muft  to  hard  conditions  ftill  be  bound,  66s 
And  £br  his  quiet  with  the  crowd  compound  ; 
Or  (hould  his  thoughts  to  tyranny  incline. 
Where  are  the  means  to  compafs  the  defign  ? 
Our  crown's  revenues  are  too  (hort  a  (lore, 
And  jealous  Sanhedrims  would  give  no  more.  670 

As  vain  our  fears  of  Egypt's  potent  aid. 
Not  fo  has  Pharaoh  learnt  ambition's  trade. 
Nor  ever  with  fuch  meafures  can  comply, 
As  (hock  the.  common  rules  of  policy ; 
None  dread  like  him  the  growth   of  Ifrael's 
king,  675 

And  he  alone  fufficient  aids  can  bring; 
Who  knows  that  prince  to  Egypt  can  give  law. 
That  on  our  ilubborn  tribes  his  yoke  could 

draw : 
At  fuch  profound  expence  he  has  not  (lood, 
Nor  dy'd  tor  this  his  hands  fo  deep  in  blood ; 
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Would  ne'er  through  wrong  and  right  his  pro-^ 

grefs  take,  €8i 

Grudge  his  own  reft,  and  keep  the  world  awake. 

To  fix  a  lawlefs  prince  on  Judah's  throne, 

Firft  to  invade  our  rights,  and  then  his  own ; 

His  dear-gain'd  conquefts  cheaply  to  defpoi]. 

And  reap  the  harveft  of  his  crimes  and  toiL  ffsff 

We  grant  his  wealth  vail  as  our  ocean's  fand, 

And  curfe  its  fatal  influence  on  our  land. 

Which  our  bribed  Jews  fo  numeroufly  partake. 

That  even  an  hoft  his  penfioners  would  make ; 

From  thefe  deceivers  our  divifions  fpnng,     691 

Our  weaknefs,    and  the  growth    of  Egypt's 
king; 

Thefe  with  pretended  friend  (hip  to  the  flate^ 

Our  crowd's  fufpicion  of  their  prince  create. 

Both  pleas'd  and  frighten'd   with  the  fpecious 

cry,  695 

To  guard  their  facred  rites  and  property. 
To  ruin,  thus  the  chofeii  flock  are  fold. 
While  wolves  are  ta  en  for  guardians  of  the  fold ; 
SeducM  by  thefe  we  groundlefly  complain, 
And  loath  the  manna  of  a  gentle  reign :         70Q 
Thus  our  forefathers'  crooked  paths  are  trod. 
We  truft  our  prince  no  mor^  than  they  thek 

God. 
But  all  in  vain  our  reafoning  prophets  preachy 
To  thofe  whom  fad  experience  ne'^r  could  te«cb« 
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Who  can  commence   new   broils  in  bleeding 

fcarSy  705 

And  frefti  remembrance  of  inteftine  wars  ; 
When  the  fame  houftiold  mortal  foes  did  yield. 
And  brothers  ftain'd  with  brothers'  blood  the 

field; 
When  fons  curft  fteel  the  fathers'  gore  did  ilain. 
And  mothers  mourn'd  for  fons  by  fathers  flain  ( 
When  thick  as  Egypt's  locufts  on  the  fand,    711 
Our  tribes  lay  flaughter'd  through  the  promised 

land, 
Whofe  few  furvivors  with  worfe  fate  remain. 
To  drag  the  bondage  of  a  tyrant's  reign  : 
Which  fcene  of  woes,  unknowing,  we  renew,  71s 
And  madly,  even  thofe  ills  we  fear,  purfue ; 
While  Pharaoh  laughs  at  our  domeftic  broils. 
And  fafely  crowds  his  tents  with  nations'  fpoils. 
Yet  our  fierce  Sanhedrim  in  reftlefs  rage, 
Againfl  our  abfent  hero  dill  engage,  720 

And  chiefly  urge,  fuch  did  their  frenzy  pro?e. 
The  only  fuit  their  prince  forbids  to  move. 
Which  till  obtained  they  ceafe  affairs  of  flate. 
And  real  dangers  wave  for  groundlefs  hate. 
Long  David's  patience  waits  relief  to  bring,  725 
With  all  the  indulgence  of  a  lawful  king, 

Vcr.  705,]    Sanruine  civili  rem  conflant*  divitrafque 

Conduplicant  avidi,  csedcm  c«di  acrinnulantet. 
Crudclts  gaiident  in  trifti  funcre  fratris; 
Ktconfanguiucum  rocnfas  oclerc,  timcutque. 

John  Waetok^ 


/ 
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lEjxpe6ting  till  the  troubled  waves  would  ceafe. 
But  found  the  raging  billows  ftill  increafe. 
The  crowd,  whofe  infolence  forbearance  fwella^ 
While  he  forgives  too  far,  almoft  rebels.       730 
At  laft  his  deep  refentments  iilence  broke, 
Th'  imperial  palace  (hook,  while  thus  he  fpoke. 
Then  Juftice  wake,  and  Rigor  take  her  time. 
For  lo !  our  mercy  is  become  our  crime. 
"While  halting  Puniihment  her  ftroke  delays,  7S5 
Our  fovereign  right,  heaven^s  facred  truft,  de- 
cays? 
For  whpfe  fupport  even  fubje6b'  interefl;  calls. 
Wo  to  that  kingdom  where  the  monarch  foils ! 
That  prince  who  yields  the  leaft  of  regal  fway. 
So  far  his  people's  freedom  does  betray.         740 
Right  lives  by  law,  and  law  fubtifts  by  power; 
Difarm  the  fhepherd,  wolves  the  flock  devour. 
Hard  lot  of  empire  o'er  a  fiubborn  race. 
Which  heaven  ilfelf  in  vain  has  try'd  with  grace! 
When  will  our   reafon's  long-charm 'd  eyes  un- 
•  clofe,  745 

And  Ifrael  judge  between  her  friends  and  foes? 
When  ftiall  we  fee  expir'd  deceivers'  fway. 
And  credit  what  our  God  and  monarcbs  fay 
Diflfembled  patriots  bribed  with  Egypt  s  gold. 
Even  Sanhedrims  in  blind  obedience  hold;  750 

Vcr,  735.     While  halting  Pumjkment  her  ftroke  delmfs^] 
Kard  antccedcntem  fccleftum 
pcfcruit  pcdc  PoDua  claudo. 

JOHK  WaETOV. 


ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL.         813 
Tkofe  patriots  falftiood  in  their  a(%ion$  fee^ 
And  judge  by  the  pernicious  fruit  the  tree  ; 
If  ought  for  which  fo  loudly  they  declaim, 
Heligion,  laws,  and  freedom,  were  their  aim  ; 
Our  fenates  in  due  methods  they  had  led,    755 
To  avoid  thofe  mifchiefs  which  they  feem'd  to 

dread  ; 
But  firft  e'er  yet  they  propt  the  (inking  Aate» 
To  impeach  and  charge,  as  urg'd   by   private 

hate; 
Proves  that  they  ne'er  believ'd  the  fears  they 

preft. 
But  barbaroufly  deftroy'd  the  nation's  reft !  760 
O  !  whither  will  ungovern'd  fenates  drive, 
And  to  what  bounds  licentious  votes  arrive? 
When  their  injuftice  we  are  prefs'd  to  fhare. 
The  monarch  urg'd  to  exclude  the  lawful  heir; 
Are  princes  thus  diftinguifh'd  from  the  crowds 
And  .this  the  privilege  of  royal  blood  ?  766' 

But  grant  we  ihould  confirm  the  wrongs  they 

prefs, 
His  fufie rings  yet  were  than  the  peoples  lefs; 
Condemned  for  life  the  murdering  fword  to  wield, 
And  on  their  heirs  entail  a  bloody  field:         770 
Thus  madly  their  own  freedom  they  betray. 
And  for  the  opprefiion  which  they  fear  make  way; 


Ver.  752*    Andjudgf  by  the  pernicious  fruit  the  tree  ;]  A  fcrip< 
tural4iUufiuQ.  Jouv  Waeton* 
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Succeffion  fix'd  by  heaven,  the  kingdom's  bar^ 
Which  once  diiTolv^d,  admits  the  flood  of  war ; 
Wafte,  rapine,  fpoil,without  theaflault  begin,  775^ 
And  our  mad  tribes  fupplant  the  fence  within. 
Since  then  their  good  they  will  not  underftand, 
*Tis  time  to  take  the  monarch's  power  in  hand ; 
Authority  and  force  to  join  with  (kill. 
And  fave  the  lunatics  againft  their  will.         7S0 
The  fame  rough  means  that  Twage  the  crowd, 

appeafe 
Our  fonate's  raging  with  the  crowd's  difeaie. 
Henceforth  unbiafs'd  raeafures  let  them  draw 
From  no  falfe  glofs,  but  genuine  text  of  law ; 
Kor  urge  thofe  crimes  upon  religion's  fcore,  785 
Themfelves  fo  much  in  Jebufites  abhor. 
Whom  laws  convi6fc,  and  only  they,  (hall  bleed, 
Nor  Pharifees  by  Pharifees  be  freed. 
Impartial  juftice  from  our  throne  (hall  (bower. 
All  (hall  have  right,  and  we  our  fovereign  power. 
He   faid,  the  attendants  heard   with  awful 

joy,  791 

And  glad  prefages  their  fix'd  thoughts  employ ; 
From  Hebron  now  the  fufFering  heir  retum'd, 
A  realm  that  long  with  civil  difcord  mourn 'd ; 
Till  his  approach,  like  fome  arriving  God,   79S 
Compos'd  and  heal'd  the  place  of  his  abode; 
The  deluge  check'd,  that  to  Judea  fpread. 
And  (lop'd  fediti#n  at  the  fountain's  head. 
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Thus  in  forgiving  David's  paths  he  drives, 
And  chas'd  from  Ifrael,    Ifraeis  peace  con<r 

trives.  8oa 

The  field  confefs'd  his  power  in  arms  before. 
And  feas  proclaimed  his  triumphs  to  the  fliore  ; 
As  nobly  has  his  fway  in  Hebron  fliown. 
How  fit  to  inherit  godlike  David's  throne. 
Through  Sion's  ftreets  his  glad  arrival's  fpread. 
And  confcious  faftion  (brinks  her  fnaky  head ; 
His  train  their  fufierings  think  overpaid  to  fee 
The  crowd  s  applauie  with  virtue  once  agree. 
Succefs  charms  all,  but  zeal  for  worth  dillrefl:, 
A  virtue  proper  to  the  brave  and  beft ;  sio 

'Mongft  whom  was  Jothran,  Jothran   always 

bent 
To  ferve  the  crown,  and  loyal  by  defcent. 


Ver.  803. 


>—  nobltf  has  his  fmay  in  Hebrtmjhttvm^]  When 
the  Duke  of  York  returned  from  Scotland,  in  the  beginning  of 
J 6829  the  murmurs  againft  him  feemcd  to  have,  in  a  good  mea« 
fure,  fubfidcd.  lie  had  fliewn  himfelf  fo  well  inclined  to  fup- 
port  the  reformed  religion  in  that  kingdom,  that  he  was  thanked 
for  it  by  feven  bifiiops,  in  an  addrefs  which  was  publiHied,  to  the 
fatisfa£tion  of  all  ranks  of  people ;  and  the  citizens  of  London, 
particularly,  treated  him  on  that  account  with  vaft  refpe^. 

Derrick. 

Ver*  S06«  And  confcious  fa&ioi^JhriHks  htr  fmkjf  head  ;]  An 
energetic  line,  the  imagery  of  which  Pope  feems  to  have  idiiatod, 
aud  perhaps  weakened. 

Then  hateful  envy  her  own  fnakes  fiiali  feel. 
And  perfecution  mourn  her  broken  wheel ; 

Then  fadion  roar 

John  Wartox* 

Ver.  Sil.    Jothran  alvtafs  bent 

To  Serve  the  crown,  and  loyal  by  de/cent,'} 
Jothraoy  the  Lord  Dartmouth,  a  nobleiQan  of  .great  honcfly,' 


316         ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL. 

Whofe  conftaucy  fofinh,  and  condu6):juft9 
Deferv*d  at  once  two  royal  mafters'  trufl: ; 
Who  Tyre's  proud  arms  had  manfully  with- 

ftood  815 

On  feas,  and  gathered  laurels  from  the  flood ; 
Of  learning  yet  no  portion  was  deny'd, 
Friend  to  the  mufes  and  the  mufes'  pride* 
Nor  can  Benaiah's  worth  forgotten  lie, 
Of  fteddy  foul  when  public  ftorms  were  high.; 
Whofe  condu6l  while  the  Moor  fierce  onfets 

made,  82 1 

Secured  at  once  our  honour  and  our  trade. 
Such  were  the  chiefs  who  mod  his  fuSeringa 

mournVl, 
And  view'd  with  filent  joy  the  prince  retum'd ; 
While  thofe  that  fought  his  abfence  to  betray, 
Prefs  firfl;  their  naufeous  falfe  refpe£ts  to  pay  ; 
Him  ftill  the  officious  hypocrites  moleft,        827 
And  with  malicious  duty  break  his  refl. 

While  real  tranfports  thus  his  friends  employ. 
And  foes  are  loud  in  their  diifembled  joy,     sso 

who,  though  inviolably  attached  to  the  Duke  of  York,  had  al- 
ways the  courage  to  tell  him  freely  when  he  difliked  any  of  his 
proceedings;  and  his  Highuefs  was  difcrcet  enough  to  take  his 
wprefentatious  as  they  were  meant*  DBftmtcx. 

Ver.  819-  ^or  can  Benaiah*s  worth  forgotten  &,]  Benaiah, 
Colonel,  afterwards  General  Sack vi lie,  a  gentleman  of  tried 
courage,  and  known  good  fenfe :  he  was  of  the  Dorfet  family  ; 
had  fcrvcd  at  Tangier  with  reputation;  and  on  account  of  his 
haTing  exprofled  a  difbelief  of  the  PopiAi  plot,  was  expelled  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  committed  to  the  Tower.  lie  obtained 
his  liberty,  rank,  and  command,  in  a  very  fliort  time,  but  not 
his  feat  in  the  houfe.  Derrick. 
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His  triumphs  fo  refounded  far  and  near, 
M ifs'd  not  his  young  ambitious  rival's  eaf ; 
And  as  when  joyful  hunters  clam'rous  train. 
Some  (lumbering  lyon  vakes  in  Moab's  plain. 
Who  oft  had  forc'd  the  bold  aiTai^jints  yield,  835 
And  fcatter*d  his  purfuers  through  the  field, 
Difdaining,  furls  his  mane  and  tears  the  ground. 
His  eyes  enflaming  all  the  defart  round. 
With  roar  of  feas  direfts  his  chafers'  way,      839 
Provokes  from  far,  and  dares  them  to  the  fray; 
Such  rage  florm'd  now  in  Abfalom's  fierce  breaft, 
Such  indignation  his  fir'd  eyes  cotifeft. 
Where  now  was  the  inftruftorof  his  pride  ? 
Slept  the  old  pilot  in  fo  rough  a  tide  ?  844 

Whofe  wiles  had  from  the  happy  ihore  betray *dj 
And  thus  on  (helves  the  credulous  youth  con- 
veyed. 
In  deep  revolving  thoughts  he  weighs  his  (late, 
Secure  of  craft,  nor  doubts  to  baflfle  fate. 
At  leaft,  if  his  ftormM  bark  muft  go  adrift. 
To  baulk  his  charge,  and  for  himfelf  to  (liift.  850 
In  which  hb  dextrous  wit  had  oft  been  (hown. 
And  in  the  wreck  of  kingdoms  fav'd  his  own  ; 
But  now  with  more  than  common  danger  preft,. 
Of  various  refolutions  (lands  pofTeft, 

Ver.  833.  Jnd  ds  whenjojiful  hunters  S^c,"]  This  is  a  faint 
imitation  of  Drydeni  and  abounds  with  what  Quintilian  calls 
otiofa  epiiheta«  Johv  Wauton. 
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Perceives  the  crowd  s  unftable  zeal  decay,     $5S 
Left  their  recanting  c^ief  the  caufe  betray. 
Who  on  a  father's  grace  his  hopes  may  ground. 
And   for   his  pardon   with  their  heads  coni-> 

pouncU 
Him  therefore  e'er  his  fortune  (lip  her  time, 
The  ftatefman  plots  to  engage  in  fome  bold 

crime  tSo 

Paft  pardon,  whether  to  attempt  his  bed. 
Or  threat  with  open  arms  the  royal  head. 
Or  other  daring  method,  and  unjuft, 
That  may  confirm  him  in  the  people's  truft^ 
But  fiailing  thus  to  enfnare  him,  nor  fecure  s55 
How  long  his  foil'd  ambition  may  endure. 
Plots  next  to  lay  him  by  as  paft  his  date, 
And  try  fome  new  pretender  s  luckier  hie ; 
Whofe  hopes  with  equal  toil  he  would  purfue. 
Nor  cares  what  claimer  s  crown'd,  except  the 

true.  S70 

Wake  Abfalom,  approaching  ruin  fhun. 
And  fee,  O  fee^  for  whom  thou  art  undone  I 
How  are  thy  honors  and  thy  fame  betrayed. 
The  property  of  defperate  villains  made  ? 
Loft  power  and   confcious  fears  tbeir  crimen 

create,  ^s 

And  guilt  in  them  was  little  lefs  than  fate ; 

Vcr.  864     That  ma^  confirm  Mm\  Firft  edition  :    That  may 
fecurthim.  *        * 
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Hat  whj  ihouldft  thou,  from  every  grievance 

free, 
Forfake  thy  vineyards  for  their  llormy  fea  ? 
For  thee  did  Canaan's  milk  and  honey  flow. 
Love  drefs'd  thy  bowers,  and  laurels  fought  thy 

brow,  880 

Preferment,  wealth  and  power  thy  vaflals  weFei^^ 
And  of  a  monarch  all  things  but  the  care. 
Oh  fhould  our  crimes  again  that  curfe  draw 

down, 
And  rebel*arms  once  more  attempt  the  crown. 
Sure  ruin  waits  unhappy  Abfalon,  8S5 

Alike  by  conqueft  or  defeat  undone. 
AYho  could  relentlefs  fee  fuch  youth  and  charms, 
Expire  with  wretched  fate  in  impious  arms  ? 
A  prince  fo  form'd,  with  earth's  and  heaven  s 

applaufe. 
To  triumph  o'er  crowned    heads  in  Davids 

caufe :  890 

Or  grant  him  vi^lor,  ftill  his  hopes  4nufl:  &il. 
Who  conquering  would  not  for  himfelf  prevail; 
The  fa6tion,  whom  he  trufts  for  future  fway, 
Him  and  the  public  would  alike  betray ; 
Amongft  themfelves  divide  the  captive  Aate,  69s 
And  found  their  hydra-empire  in  his  fate  I 
Thus  having  beat  the    clouds    with    painful 

flight. 
The  pity'd  youth,  with  fcepters  in  his  fight, 
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(So  have  their  cruel  politics  decreed,) 

Muft  by   that  crew,   that  made  him  guilty^ 

bleed  I  900 

For,  could  their  pride  brook  any  prince's  fway. 
Whom   but  mild  David  would  they  chufe  to 

obey  ? 
Who  once  at  fuch  a  gentle  reign  repine, 
The  fall  of  monarchy  itfelf  defign ; 
From  hate  to  that  their  reformations  fpring,  905 
And  David  not  their  grievance,  but  the  king. 
Seized  now  with  panic  fear  the  fadion  lies. 
Left  this  clear  truth  ftrike  Abfalom*s  charm'd 

eyes, 
Left  he  perceive,  from  long  enchantment  free^ 
What  all  beiide  the  flatter'd  youth  muft  fee. 
But  whatever  doubts  his  troubled  bofom  fwdl. 
Fair  carriage  ftill  became  Achitophel. 
Who  now  an  envious  feltival  enfials, 
And  to  furvey  their  ftrength  the  fa&ion  calls. 
Which  fraud,  religious  worihip  too  muft  gild  ; 
But  oh  bow  weakly  does  (edition  build  ?       pi 6 

Ver.  912. Achitophel. 

Who  now  an  mounufefihal  a^olij 
And  to  furvey  their  Jlrengtk  thefadtion  caUs^l 
The  Duke  of  York  being  invited  to  dine  at  Merchant  Tay^ 
lor's  Hall  with  the  company  of  artillery,  of  which  he  was  cap- 
tain-general, on  the  21il  of  April,  l682,  tickets  were  difperfed 
in  oppofition  to,  and  contempt  of,  this  meeting ;  inviting  the 
nobility,  gentry,  and  citizens,  who  wiflied  well  to  the  Proteftant 
religion,  to  convene  the  fame  day  at  St.  MichaeKs  church , 
Cornhill,  and  thence  proceed  to  dine  at  HaberdaAiers-Uall :  but 
this  aflbciation  was  Aopped  by  an  order  of  council. 

Derrick. 
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forlol  the  rojal  mandate  iffiies  forth, 
Daihing  at  once  their  treafon,  zeal,  and  mirth  ! 
So  have  I  feen  difaftrous  chance  invdde,       919 
Where  careful  emmits  had  their  forage  laid. 
Whether  £erce  Vulcan's  rage  the  furzy  plaia 
Had  feiz'd,  engendred  by  fome  oarelefi  fwain  ; 
Or  fWelUng  Neptune  bwleis  inroads  made. 
And  to  their  cell  of  (lore  his  flood  ponveyM  t 
The  commonwealth  broke  up,  diftraded  go,  925 
And   in  wild  hade  their  loaded  matea  o'er-» 

throw : 
Even  fo  our  icatter'd  guefts  confufedly  meet. 
With  boird,  bak'd,  roaft,   all  juftling  in  the 

ftreet ; 
D€ge6led  all,  and  ruefully  difmay'd, 
For  ifaekel,  without  treat,  or  treaibn,  paid.  930 

Sedition's  dark  echpfe  now  fiunter  (hows. 
More  bright  each  hour  the  royal  planet  growsr 
Of  force  the  clouds  of  envy  to  difperfe, 
In  kind  conjun£)ion  of  affifting  ftars. 

Ver.  917.    lol  the  royal  mandate  ijk€$jj»ikyl  The  fiib* 

fiance  of  which  was,  that  the  power  of  appointing  public  days 
of  fiifis  and  thankfgivings  bemg  vefted  in  the  erown^  a  particu- 
lar meeting,  pretended  to  that  end,  and  advert ifed  to  be  held 
on  the21fi  of  April,  1682,  at  St.  Michael's,  Cornhill,  muft  be 
of  a  feditious  tendency,  as  not  having  the  royal  fandton  ;  and 
therefore  the  lord*mayor  and  aldermen  of  London  are,  at  their 
perily  ordered  to  hinder  it,  as  an  unlawful  afleitibly. 

Derrick 

Ver.  929.    Dejeded  all^]  Flrft  edition.    Derrick  incorredly, 

VOL.  !•  T 
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Here,  labouring  mufe,  thofe  glorious  chiefs 

late,  93  s 

That  turnM  the  doubtful  fcale  of  David's  &te; 
The  reft  of  that  illuftrious  band  rehearfe, 
Immortaliz'd  in  laurel'd  Afaph's  verfe  : 
Hard  taik  !  yet  will  not  I  thy  flight  recal,     9^9 
View  heaven,  and  then  enjoy  thy  glorious  fltlL 

Firft  write  Bezaliel,  whofe  illuftrious  name 
Foreftals  our  praife,  and  gives  his  poet  fame. 
The  Kenites*  rocky  province  his  command, 
A  barren  limb  of  fertile  Canaan's  land; 
Which  for  its  generous  natives  yet  could  be    9^^ 
Held  worthy  fuch  a  prefident  as  be ! 
Bezaliel  with  each  grace  and  virtue  fraught. 
Serene  his  looks ;  ferene  his  life  and  diought. 
On  whom  fo  largely  nature  heap'd  her  ftore. 
There  fcarce  remained  for  arts  to  give' him  more ! 
To  aid  the  crown  and  ftate  his  greateft  zeal,  951 
1'  His  fecond  care  that  fervice  to  conceal ; 

Of  dues  obfervant,  firm  to  every  truft. 
And  to  the  needy  always  more  than  juft.       .954 
Who  truth  from  fpecious  falfhood  can  divide, 
^as  all  the  gownfmen's  (kill  without  their  pride ; 

Ver.  9^1.  Firfi  write  BezalicQ  Bezaliel,  the  Marquis  of 
Worcc^r,  created  Duke  of  Beaufort  in  l6d2,  a  nobleman  of 
great  worth  and  honour^  who  had  always  taken  part  with  the 
king,  and  one  of  thofe,  whom  the  Commons  in  1680,  prayed 
his  maje^iy  to  remove  from  about  his  perfon,  as  bejjig  a  favourer 
of  Popery,  Derrick. 

Ver.  954t.  Jimx  to  every  tri(fif]  Firft  edition,   firm 

fii  every  truft,  •         * 
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Thus  crown'd  with  worth  from  heights  of  ho- 
nour won, 

Sees  all  his  glories  copied  in  his  fon, 

Whofe  forward  fame  Ihould  every  mufe  en- 
gage :  959 

Whofe  youth  boafts  ikill  deny'd  to  other's  age. 

Men,  manners,  language,  books  of  nobleft 
kind, 

Already  are  the  conqueft  of  his  mind. 

Whofe  loyalty  before  its  date  was  prime  ; 

Nor  waited  the  dull  courfe  of  rolling  time : 

The  monfter  faction  early  he  difmay'd,  965 

And  David's  caufe  long  fince  confefs'd  his  aid. 
Brave  Abdaei  o'er  the  prophets'  fchool  was 
plac'd ; 

Abdaei  with  all  his  father  s  virtue  grac'd ; 

A  hero,  who  while  ftars  look'd  wond'ring  down, 

Without  one  Hebrew's  blood  reftor'd  the  crowQ. 

That  praife  was  his ;  what  therefore  did  re- 
main 971 

For  following  chiefs,  but  boldly  to  maintain 

Vcr.  958.  Sres  all  his  glories  copied  m  kia/my]  Charles  So* 
meri«r,  Lord  Herbert  of  Ragland  in  Monmouthfbire,  who,  ac* 
cordiTij^  to  Wood,  was  entered  of  Chrift  Cbarcb^  Oxford,  and 
took  his  degree  as  a  mafter  of  arts  in  168I.  Dkh&icx. 

Vcr.  968.  Abdaei  vith  all  ki$father*i  virtwgracd;]  Abdaei, 
the  Duke  of  Albemarle^  fon  to  the  brave  General  Monk,  and 
prcGdent  of  Wales.  He  whs  liberal  and  loyal,  and  a  leading 
man  among  the  friends  of  the  king  and  the  duke,  on  which  ac« 
count  he  was  fevcrcly  Aigraatizcd  by  the  Whig  writers.  In  I6HT 
te  was  font  abroad  governor  of  Jamaica,  tv  here  be  died. 

DERftlCK. 

t2 
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That  crown  reftor'd ;  and  in  this  rank  of  famcj 
Brave  Abdael  with  the  firfl:  a  place  muft  claim. 
Proceed  illuftrious,  happy  chief,  proceed,    97s 
Foreieize  the  garlands  for  thy  brow  decreed. 
While  the  infpir'd  tribe  atteqd   with  noblcft 

ftrain 
To  regifter  the  glories  thou  (halt  gain  : 
For  fure  the  dew  (hall  Gilboah's  hills  forfake. 
And  Jordan  mix  his  dream  with  Sodom's  lake; 
Or  feas  retired  their  fecret  (lores  difclofe,      9si 
And  to  the  fun  their  fcaly  brood  expo(c. 
Or  fweird  above  the  clifts  their  billows  raiie. 
Before  the  Mufes  leave  their  patron  s  praife. 

£Uab  our  next  labour  does  invite,  ^ss 

And  hard  the  ta(k  to  do  Eliab  ri^ht : 


Ven  9S5.  Eliab]  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  vrotc  a 
mod  fevere  fatireon  Lord  Arlington,  here  introduced  under  the 
name  of  Eliab,  called  Adnce  to  a  Painter.  This  Henry  Ben- 
oet  was  a  younger  Ton  of  a  private  gentleman,  bad  followed 
the  Royal  Famny  into  exile;  at  whofc  reftoration  he  was  made 
firft  privy-purfe,  then  fecretary  of  (late,  earl  of  Arlington, 
knight  of  the  garter,  and  at  laft  lord-chamberlain  .to  King 
Charles  II.  and  to  his  brother  King  James  II.  afterwards.  He 
was  for  fome  years  a  kind  of  favourite  miniiler,  I  mean  convcr* 
fanC  in  his  maimer's  pleafores,  as  well  as  intruded  with  his  bu- 
(inefs :  notwithftandiag  the  conftant  enmity  both  of  the  Duke  of 
York  and  Chancellor  Clarendon,  whoTe  fuperior  power,  efpe- 
ciallyinftalB  affairs,  was  yet  upable  to  fiiake  King  Charles's 
inclination  to  this^entlcman»  who  therefore^  at  the  other's  ba- 
niflimeiit,  remained,  if  not  fole  miniiler,  at  leaft  the  principal 
one  for  fome  time.  He  met  with  one  thing  very  peculiar  in  his 
fortune,  which  I  have  fcarce  known  happen  to  any  man  elfe : 
with  all  his  advancement  (which  is  wont  to  create  malice,  but 
feldom  contempt)  he  was  believed  in  England  by  mod  people,  i^ 
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Long  with  the  rojal  wanderer  he  rov'd. 
And  firm  in  all  the  turns  of  fortune  provM  I 
Such  ancient  fervice  and  defert  fo  large, 
Well  claimed  the  royal  hou(hold  for  his  charge. 
His  age  with  only  one  mild  heirefs  bleft,      991 
In  all  the  bloom  of  fmiling  nature  dreft. 
And  bled  again  to  fee  his  flower  ally'd 
To  David's  flock,  and  made  young  Othniers 
bride  ! 

man  of  much  Icfs  abilities  than  he  really  had.  For  this  un- 
ufual  fort  of  miftake,  I  can  only  imagine  two  caufes  :  firft,  his 
over-cautious  avoiding  to  fpeak  in  Parliament,  as  having  been 
more  converfanc  in  affairs  abroad ;  though  nobody  performed  it 
better  when  obliged  to  give  account  of  fome  treaties  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  or  to  defend  himfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  by  which  lad  he  once  brought  himfelf  off  with  great  dex- 
terity. 'Fhe  other  reafon  of  it  I  fancy  to  have  come  from  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  who  being  his  rival  in  court,  after  the 
fall'of  Clarendon,  and  having  an  extraordinary  talent  for  turn- 
ing any  thing  into  ridicule,  exercifed  it  fufficiently  on  this 
Lord,  both  with  the  king  and  every  body  dfe ;  which  had  its 
effed  at  lail,  even  to  his  being  left  out  of  his  mafter^s  bufinel^ 
but  not  his  favour,  which  in  fome  meafure  continued  Hill ;  and 
long  after  this  his  fupplanter  was  totally  difcardod. 

Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  988.  Jndjirm  in  all  the  turns  of  fortune  prtn^d  /]  Firft 
edition,  fortunes.  •        ♦ 

Ver.  991.    Hie  age  with  only  one  mild  heir^s  -hl^fi^ 

young  OthnieVe  bride. 

Othniel,  Henry  Duke  of  Grafton,  one  of  the  kiD|^8  natural 
fons,  begotten  upon  the  body  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Cleveland. 
She  was  averfe  to  his  marrying  Lord  Arlington's  daughter, 
though  a  conQdorable  heirefs.  f  have  feen  a  letter  from  her  to 
lord-treafurer  Danby,  dated  from  Paris,  (I  think  in  1^75) 
thanking  him  for  his  care  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  this  match. 
It  is  in  her  own  hand-writing. 

This  Duke  of  Grafton  foon  joined  the  Prince  of  Orange  at 
the  revolution,  and  was  killed  at  the  fiege  of  Cork,  in  the  year 
1690.  He  had  great  natural  bravery,  was  very  fincere,  but  rough 
as  the  fea,  of  which  he  was  fond,  and  whereooi  bad  he  lived, 
he  promifed  to  make  a  gallant  figure.  Dkrbick. 
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The  bright  reftorer  of  his  father's  youth,       ggs 
Devoted  to  a  fon's  and  fubje6l's  truth  : 
Refolv'd  to  bear  that  prize  of  duty  home. 
So  bravely  fought,  while  fought  by  Abfalom. 
Ah  prince  !  the  illuilrious  planet  of  thy  birth. 
And  thy  more  powerful  virtue  guard  thy  worth; 
That  no  Achitophel  thy  ruin  boad !  looi 

Ifrael  too  much  in  one  fuch  wreck  has  loft. 

Even  envy  muft  confent  to  Helen's  worth, 
Whofe  foul,  though  Egypt  glories  in  his  birth. 
Could  for  our  captive  ark  its  zeal  retain,      loo^ 
And  Pharaoh's  altars  in  their  pomp  difdain : 
To  flight  his  gods  was  fmall ;  with  nobler  pride, 
He  all  the  allurements  of  his  court  defy'd. 
Whom  profit  nor  example  could  betray. 
But  Ifrael's  friend,  and  true  to  David's  fway. 
What  ads  of  favour  in  his  province  fall,        loi  t 
On  merit  he  confers,  and  freely  all. 

Ver.  999.  Ah  prince/]  Firft  edition.  Derrick  erroncoufly, 
^  prince  I  •         ♦ 

Ver.  1003.  Even  envy  mttfi  confent  to  Melon's  XDorth^}  Helon, 
the  Earl  of  Fcverfliam,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  and  nephew  to 
Marefchal  Turonne :  he  was  honefl,  brave,  and  good-natured, 
^ut  precipitate  and  injudicious.  Dkrrick. 

Ver.  J  00?'.     ToJUght  his  gods  xiasffnaU;  with  nobler  pride, 
lie  all  the  allurements  of  hit  court  dejy'd^] 

His  lordOiip  prufclTed  himlHf  a  Proteilant,  though  Burnet 
fays  there  was  reafon  to  fufpeft  his  fincerity.  Affedion  for  King 
Charles  II.  wlio  really  eftccmcd  him,  made  him  prefer  England 
■to  his  own  country,  where  he  had  great  in tcrefl,  and  might  havo 
expected  to  be  nobly  provided  for. 
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Our  lift  of  nobles  next  let  Amri  grace, 
Whofe  merits   claimed   the    Abethdin's   high 

place ; 
Who,  with  a  loyalty  that  did  excel,  1015 

Brought  all  the  endowments  of  Achitophel. 
Sincere  was  Amri,  and  not  only  knew. 
But  Ifraels  fan£iions  into  pra6lice  drew  ; 
Our  laws  that  did  a  boundlefs  ocean  feem. 
Were  coailed  all,  and  fathomed  all  by  him.  10120 
No  rabbin  fpeaks  like  him  their  myftic  fenfe. 
So  juft,  and  with  fuch  charms  of  eloquence : 
To  whom  the  double  blefling  does  belong. 
With  Mofes'  infpiration,  Aaron's  tongue. 
Than   Sheva   none   more   loval    zeal    have 

ihown,  1025 

Wakeful  as  Judah's  lion  for  the  crown, 


Ver.  1013.  Our  1^  ofwibk$  nnt  Id  Amri  grace^]  Amri^  Sir 
Hencagc  Finchy  conftitutcd  lord-keepiT  of  the  great  fea),  on 
Shaftefbury's  difmiflion,  and  foon  after  advanced  to  a  peerage 
and  the  chancellorihip.  He  was  a  zealous  Protcilant»  and  yet 
conducted  himfcif  with  fuch  fleadincfs  und  integrity,  as  to  give 
offence  to  no  party;  which  was  a  little  furprifing,  as  he  held 
this  important  ftation  at  a  time,  when  party- feuds  raged  with 
unlicenfed  fury.  His  abilities  were  very  great ;  be  was  judi- 
cious, eloquent,  and  induftrious,  an  able  lawyer,  and  a  ftatef- 
man,  endued  with  Arong  veracity  and  inflexible  integrity. 

Dbbkicx. 

Ver,  1025.  Tign  Skeva  wmt]  Meaning  Sir  Roger  L'Cftrange, 
who  of  all  venal  and  fordid  fcribblers  that  ever  defended  any 
adminiftration,  in  any  country  or  titne,  feems  to  have  gone  the 
greateft  length  in  flriving  to  defend  any  grievance  and  injuftice 
that  a  government  can  be  guilty  of.  His  ftylc  is  the  maflei> 
piece  of  what  may  be  called,  the  Pert^DuU^  and  was  vitiated 
by  cant  and  affeAcd  vulgar  phrafep,  and  coflfec-houfc  expreC- 
fions.     In  this  fort  of  didiou  bo  tranflated,  or  rather  travelUcd, 


n 
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Who  for  that  caafe  Hill  combats  in  his  ag^t 
For  which  his  youth  with  danger  did  engage* 
In  vain  our  fa6iious  prielts  the  cant  revix'e ; 
In  vain  feditious  fcribes  with  libel  drive       loso 
To  enflame  the  crowd ;  while  he  with  watchful 

eye 
Obferves,  and  (hoots  their  treafoQs  as  they  fly ; 
Their  weekly  frauds  his  keen  replies  deted; ; 
He  undeceives  more  fad  th^n  they  infed;. 
So  Mofes  when  the  peft  on  legions  prey'dt  1035 
Advanced  his  fignal,  and  the  plague  was  (lay 'd. 
Once  more^   my  fainting  mufe,  thy  pinions 

try, 
And  ftrength's  exhaufted  (lore  let  love  fupply. 
What  tribute,  Afaph,  (hall  we  render  thee  ? 
We'll  crown  thee  with  a  wreath  from  thy  own 

tree !  1040 

Thy  laurel  grove  no  envy's  fla(h  can  blad ; 
The  fong  of  Afaph  (hall  for  ever  lad. 

With  wonder  late  poderity  (hall  dwell 
On  Abfalom  and  falfe  Achitophel : 
Thy  drains  (hall  be  our  flumbering  prophets' 

dream,  1045 

And  when  our  Sion  virgins  (ing  their  theme ; 
Our  jubilees  (hall  with  thy  verfe  be  graced. 
The  fong  of  Afaph  (hall  for  ever  lad. 

the  Offices  of  Tully,  the  Morals  of  Seneca,  the  Vifions  of  Que* 
vcdo»  and  the  Hiltory  of  Jofephus;  and  gave  a  naufeout  cahc^ 
tmn  of  the  fimpUcity  of-^fop  in  bb  Fables. 

Pr*  J«  W4  ETOir* 
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How  fierce  his  fatire  loosed;  reftnozi'd}  how 

tamec 
How  tender  of  the  offending  young  man's 

fiime  I  1050 

How  well  his  worth,  and  brave  adventures 

ftil^d ; 
Juft  to  his  virtues,  to  his  error  mild. 
No  page  of  thine  that  fears  the  ftri6ieft  view, 
But  teems  with  juft  reproof,  or  praife  as  due ; 
Not  Eden  could  a  fairer  profpe^  yield,       1055 
All  paradife  without  one  barren  field : 
Wbcfe  wit  the  cenfure  of  his  foes  has  pad. 
The  fong  of  Afaph  ihall  for  ever  laft* 

What  praife  for  fuch  rich  ftrains  (hall  we  aU 

low? 
Wtat  j«ft  «««J.  the  g«t*fbl  crown  beftow  f 
While  bees  in  flowers  rejoice,  and  flowers  in 

dew,  1061 

While  flars  and  fountains  to  their  courfe  are 

true ; 
While  Judah's  throne,   and  Sion's  rock  {land 

faft. 
The  fong  of  Afaph  and  the  fame  fhall  laft. 


Ver.  1061.    While  bm  in^fiawen  rejokt,  4*c.]  Virg.  EcK  t. 
T6. 

Dum  juga  montis  aper,  fluvios  dum  pifcis  amabit, 
Dumque  thymo  pafcentur  apes,  &c.  &c* 

Todd* 
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Still  Hebron'3  bonaurd  happy  foil  retains 
Our  royal  hero's  beauteous  dear  remains ;    1066 
Who  now  fails  off  with  winds  nor  wiflies  ilack. 
To  bring  his  fufFerings'  bright  companion  back. 
^But  e'er  fuch  tranfport  can  our  fenfe  employ^ 
A  bitter  grief  muft  poifon  half  our  joy  ;       loro 
Nor  can  our  coafts  reftor'd  thofe  bleflings  fee 
Without  a  bribe  to  envious  deftiny  I 
Curs'd  Sodom's  doom  for  ever  6x  the  tide 
Where  by  inglorious  chance  the  valiant  dy*d. 
Give  not  infulting  Aikalon  to  know,  1075 

Nor  let  Gath's  daughters  triumph  in  our  woe ! 
No  failor  with  the  news  fwell  Egypt's  pride^ 
3y  what  inglorious  fate  our  valiant  dy'd  ! 
Weep  Arnon !  Jordan  weep  thy  fountains  dry  ! 
While  Sion's  rock  diflblves  &r  a  fupply.      luso 

Yen  1065.     Still  HebroH^s  honoured  happy  foil  retams 

Our  royal  kero'$  beauteous  dear  remanu  ;  ^c] 

The  duke  fc^eming  to  have  noMr  got  the  better  of  his  enemies, 
the  Popifh  plot  having  lofl  its  credit,  and  (be  fears  of  Popery 
greatly  fubfided,  he  embarked  for  Scotland  in  the  Gloiler  yacht 
.on  the  3d  of  May,  to  bring  up  his  iamily ;  bat  here 

A  bitter  grief  muft  potfon  hjdf  his  joy  * 

For  early  in  the  morning  on  the  5th,  (he  (Iruck  upon  a  fand- 
hank,  *4ind  foon  went  to  the  bottom,  carrying  with  "her  one  huft* 
dred  and  thirty  (tout  men,  feveral  young  people  of  quality,  and 
many  of  the  duke's  fervants,  who 

fFitk  loud  Iqfi  breath  their  mqfier*s  '/cape  applaud. 

For  fo  well  was  he  beloved,  that  it  is  faid,  even  when  they  iatr 
tliemfelves  finking  without  hope  of  relief,  they  exprefied  their 
joy  at  Upholding  their  madcrfafe.  And  be  was  highly  compli- 
mented for  his  rcfolutioi),  calmnefs,  and  humanity,  on  this  me- 
la\)choTy  occafion,  in  which  he  feemcd  Icis  folicitous  for  him- 
felf  than  any  other perfuu.  DeajiiCK. 
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Calm  were  the  elements^  night's  filence  deep. 
The  waves  fcarce  murm'ring,    and  the   winds 

afleep ; 
Yet  fate  for  ruin  takes  fo  ftill  an  hour, 
And  treacherous  fands  the  princely  bark  de- 
vour; 
Then  death  unworthy  feiz'd  a  genVous  race,  ios5 
To  virtue's  fcandal,  and  the  ftars  difgrace ! 
Oh !  had  the  indulgent  powers  vouchfafed  to 

yield, 
Inftead  of  faithlefs  (helves,  a  lifted  field  ; 
A  lifted  field  of  heaven's  and  David's  foes,  tos9 
Fierce  as  the  troops  that  did  his  youth  oppofe. 
Each  life  had  on  his  flaughter'd  heap  retir'd. 
Not  tamely,  and  unconquering  thus  expir'd : 
But  deftiny  is  now  their  only  foe, 
And  dying  even  o'er  that  they  triumph  too ; 
With  loud  laft  breaths  their  mafter's  Tcape  ap- 
plaud, 1095 
Of  whom  kind  force  cou'd  fcarce  the  fates  de- 
fraud; 
Who  for  fuch  followers  loft,  O  matchlefs  mind  f 
At  his  own  fafety  now  almoil  repin'd ! 
Say,  royal  Sir,  by  ^11  your  fame  in  arms, 
Your  praife  in  peace,  and  by  Urania's  charms ; 
If  all  your  fufferings  paft  fo  nearly  preft,     iiei 
Or    pierc'd    with  half  fo.  painful  grief  your 
breaft  ? 
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Thus  fome  diviner  male  her  hero  forms, 
Kot  footh'd  with   foft  delights,    but   toft  in 

ftorms. 
Nor  (Iretcht  on  rofes  in  the  myrtle  grove,  i  1 5 
Nor  crowns  his  days  with   mirth,    his  nights 

with  love. 
But  far  removed  in  thundering  camps  is  found. 
His  Aumbers  (hort,  his  bed  the  herblefs  ground : 
In  talks  of  danger  always  feen  the  firft. 
Feeds  from  the  hedge,  and  flakes  with  ice  his 

third.  nio 

Long  mud  his  patience  drive  with  fortune^s 

rage. 
And  long  oppofing  gods  themfelves  engage. 
Mud  fee  his  country   flame,    his  friends   de- 

droy'd, 
Before  the  promised  empire  be  enjoy 'd  : 

Vcr.  1105.     ^oTjiretche  on  rofis]  Firft  edition  Not.     ♦        • 

Ver  •  11 07 .     But  Jar  remvo'd  in  thundering  can^  is  founds 
Hisjflumbersjhortf  his  bed  tke  herbUfi  ground  : 
In  tajks  of  danger  always  feen  tkejir^^ 
Feeds  from  the  hedge,  and  Jakes  with  ice  his  thuft."} 
So  Liry  of  Hannibal,  lib.  ip.  cap.  4. 

'*  NuUo  labore  aut  corpus  fatigari,  ant  animus  vinci  poterat : 
caloris  ac  frigoris  paticntia  par :  cibi  potionifque  defiderio  na« 
tarali,  non  voluptate  modus  finitus:  vigiliarum  fomnique  nee 
4ie  nee  node  difcriminata  tcmpora ;  id  quod  gcrendis  rebus 
fupereifct  quieti  datum ;  ea  ncquc  molli  ftrato,  ncque  filcntio 
accerfita:  multi  faspe  militari  fagulo  opertum  nunc  jaccntcm 
inter  cuftodias,  ftationefque  militura  confpexerant :  veftitus 
nihil  inter  sequales  exceilcns :  arma  atque  equi  confpicieban'* 
tur ;  equitum  Pcditumque  idem  long^  primu:»  erat :  princepi 
in  praeiium  ibat:    ultimus  confcrto   prslio  cxccdebat.'' 

John  Wartov. 
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Such  toil  of  fetemuft  build  a  man  of  fame,  1115/ 
And  fuch,  to  Ifraels  crown,  the  god-like  Da-. 

vid  came. 
What  fudden  beams  diifpel  the  clouds  fo  faft^ 
Whofe  drenching  rains  laid  all  our  vineyards 

wa(te  ? 
The  fpring  fo  far  behind  lier  courfe  delayed. 
On  the  inftant  is  in  all  her  bloom  array 'd;  1120 
llie  winds  breathe  low,  the  element  ferene ; 
Yet  mark  what  motion  in  the  waves  is  feen  ! 
Thronging  and  bufy  as  Hyblaean  fwarms. 
Or  ilraggled  foldiers  fummonM  to  their  arms* 
See  where  the  princely  bark  in  loofeft  pride,  1125 
With  all  her  guardian  fleet,  adorns  the  tide ! 
High  on  her  deck  the  royal  lovers  ftand. 
Our  crimes  to  pardon  e'er  they  touched  our 

land« 


Vcr.  1 125.     See  where  ike  princefy  bark  in  loofejt  priie^ 
WitK  all  her  guardian  Jleetf  adorns  the  tide  ! 
High  on  her  deck  the  royal  lovers  Jland^  4'<^-l 

Having  fettled  the  government  of  Scotland,  the  Duke  of 
York,  witK  his  dutcbefs  and  houOiold,  returned  to  England, 
arriving  fafely  in  the  Gan*fleet  on  the  6th  of  May.  They  were 
met  at  Erith  by  the  king  and  court,  whom  they  accompanied  by 
water  to  Whitehall,  being  faluted,  as  they  came  up>  by  the 
Tower  gui^»  and  by  all  the  ihips  iu  the  riven  From  Whitehall 
they  went  to  Arlingtou-houfe  in  the  Park,  where  chcy  were 
fumptuoully  entertained ;  and  his  Royal  Highneis  received  the 
congratulations  of  the  city  on  his  happy  efcap?  and  return,  and 
London  and  Weftminfter  blazed  with  bonfires,  and  echoed  with 
rejoicing  for  this  happy  event. 

DEaaicK, 
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Welcome  to  Ifrael  and  to  David's  bread  ! 
Here  all  your  toils,  here  all   your  fufTerings 
reft.  1130 

This  year  did  Ziloah  rule  Jerufalem, 
And  boldly  all  fedition's  furges  ftem, 
Howe'er  incumbered  with  a  viler  pair 
Than  Ziph  or  Shimei  to  affift  the  chair ; 

Ver.  1129.  Wdcme  io  (/raet}  The  Dnkc  of  Buckingbam 
gave  this  character  of  the  two  royal  brothers ;  that  Charlea 
could  fee  things  if  be  would,  and  James  would  fee  things  if  he 
could.  The  coiidu^  of  James,  and  his  behaviour  in  his  vifit  to 
Oxford,  is  marvelloufly  weak,  prcpo(lerou%  and  abfurd.  It  is 
recorded  in  Anthony  Wood's  life.  Charles  II.  ufed  to  fuy  with 
refpcd  to  the  miftreflcs  of  his  brother,  which  were  plam  and 
homely,  that  his  confeflbr  had  impofed  fuch  roiflrefles  upon 
hi m  as  Mrs.  Williams,  Lady  Bellafyfe,  Mrs.  Scdley,  and  Mrs. 
Churchill,  by  way  of  penance.  Charles  I Ts  favourite  miftreis 
retained  ber  beauty  till  near  70  yean  of  age.  Sir  Peter  I^ely, 
io  a  high  drain  of  flattery,  drew  her  portrait,  and  that  of  her 
fon  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  as  a  Madonna  and  Child,  for  a  con- 
vent in  France.  Dr,  J.  Wartoh. 

« 

Ver.  1131.  This  year  did  Ziloah  rtiie  Jcrvfaicm^  ^c]  Sir  John 
Moor,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  l681,  and  one  of  the  rcpns 
ientatives  of  the  city  in  Parliament,  was  a  mod  zealous  and 
corrupt  partizan  of  the  court.  He  nominated  two  fherifl^  whom 
he  knew  would  be  pcrfe^ly  fubfervient  to  the  miniftry  and 
the  aurbitrary  meafures  of  the  king.  Dr.  J.  Wa&tov. 

In  a  congratulatory  poem,  addreffed  to  Sir  William  Pritcbard. 
(ihe  fucceffor  of  Sir  John  Moor,)  publiflied  on  a  half-flicet  in 
1682;  the  humble  bard  hurls  his  indigtiation,  not  without  an 
allufion  to  Drydeu's  poem,   againd 

**  That  long-ear'd  rout,  and  their  Achitofkd^ 
*^  That  think  it  fln  to  live  and  not  rebel ; 
'*  Thofe  pious  elders,  that  Geneva  rabble, 
^  That  hope,  once  more,  to  make  old  Paul's  aihtble.*' 

Todd. 

Ver.  1131?.  Jnd  boldly  all  feditMs  furges  Jan,]  Firft  edi- 
tton^'^jfrgrv.    Derrick,  Syrta.  •        • 
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Yet  Ziloah's  lo^al  labours  fo  prevaird  1135 

That  fa6fcion  at  the  next  eledion  faiFdy 
When  even  the  common  cry  did  juftice  found, 
And  merit  by  the  multitude  was  crowned : 
With  David  then  was  IfraeFs  peace  reftor'd. 
Crowds  mourn'd  their  error,  and  obeyed  their 
lord.  1140 
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.     CtENERAL   Monk,    Duke  of  Albe- 
marie. 

^      S  The  name  given,  through  this  Poem,  to 
t     a  Lord-Chancellor  in  general 
Duke  of  Monmouth. 
The  Earl  of  Shafteibiiiy. 
Earl  of  Mulgrave* 
Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey. 
^     C  Mr.  Seymour,  Speaker  of  the  HoUfe  of 

(.     Comniona. 
^      C  Sir  Hcneage  Finch,  Earl  of  Wmchelfea, 
1     and  Lord-Chancellor. 
Duchefs  of  Monmouth. 
Sir  William  Waller. 
^     C  A  CharaSer  drawn  by  Tate  for  Diyden^ 
1     in  the  fecond  Part  of  this  Poem. 
Earl  of  Huntingdon. 
Bamet. 

Duke  of  Ormond. 
Dutcheis  of  Portfmoutb. 
General  Sackville. 
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EPISTLE 


TO   THE 


WHIGS. 


Jr  OR  to  whom  can  I  dedicate  this  poera,  \vith  fo 
much  juftice  as  to  you?  Tb  the  reprefentation  of 
your  own  hero :  'tis  the  pifiure  draw^n  at  length,  which 
you  admire  and  prize  fo  much  in  little.  None  of 
your  ornaments  are  wanting ;  neither  the  landfcape  of 
tlie  Tower,  nor  the  riling  fun ;  nor  the  Anno  Domini 
of  your  new  ibvereign's  coronation.  This  muft  needs 
be  a  grateful  undertaking  to  your  whole  party;  efpe- 
cially  to  thofe  who  have  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  pur^ 
chafe  the  original.  I  hear  the  graver  has  made  a 
good  market  of  it :  all  his  kings  are  bought  up  al- 
ready; or  the  value  of  the  remainder  fo  inbanced, 
that  many  a  poor  Polandcr  who  would  be  glad  to 
worfhip  the  image,  is  not  able  to  go  to  the  coft  of 
him,  but  muft  be  content  to  fee  him  here*  I  muft 
confefs  I  am  no  great  artift ;  but  fign-poit  paintmg 
will  ferve  tlie  turn  to  remember  a  friend  by,  efpecially 
when  better  is  not  to  be  had.  Yet  for  your  comfort 
the  lineaments  are  true ;  and  though  he  fat  not  five 
times  to  me,  as  he  did  to  B.  yet  I  have  confulted  hif- 
toi;yv  ^9  the  Italian  painters  do,  when  they  would 
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draw  a  Nero,  or  a  Caligula  ;  though  they  liave  nol 
feen  the  man,  they  can  help  their  imagination    by   a 
ftatue  of  him,  and  find  out  the  colouring  from  Sueto- 
nius and  Tacitus,     Truth  is,  you  might  have  /pared 
one  fide  of  your  Medal :  the  head  would  be  feen  to 
more  advantage  if  it  were  placed  on  a  fpike  of  the 
Tower,  a  little  nearer  to  the  fun,  which  would  then 
break  out  to  better  purpofe. 

You  tell  us  in  your  prefece  to  the  No-proteftant 
Plot  *,  that  you  ftiall  be  forced  hereafter  to  leave  off 
your  modelty  :  I  fuppofe  you  mean  that  little  which 
is  left  you ;  for  it  was  worn  to  rags  when  you  put  out 
this  Medal.     Never  was  tlierc  praftifed  fuch  a  piece 
of  notorious  impudence  in  the  face  of  an  eftablifhed 
government.     I  believe  when  he  is  dead  you  will 
wear  him  in  thumb-rings,  as  the  Turks  did  Scanderbeg; 
as  if  there  were  virtue  in  his  bones  to  preferve  you 
againft  monarchy.     Yet  all  this  while  you  pretend 
not  only  zeal  for  the  public  good,  but  a  due  venera- 
tion for  the  perfon  of  the  king.     But  all  men  who 
can  fee  an  inch  before  tliem,  may  eafily  deteQ:  tboie 
grofs  fallacies.     That  it  is  neceffary  for  men  in  yout 
circumftances  to  pretend  both,  is  granted  you ;  for 
without  them  there  could  be  no  giound  to  raife  a 
faction.     But  I  would  alk   you  one  civil  queftion, 
tirhat  right  has  any  man  among  you,  or  any  aflbciation 

•  A  folio  pamphlet  with  this  title,  vindicating  Lord  Shafltef- 
bury  from  being  concerned  in  any  plotting  delign  againft  the 
king,  was  publilhed  in  two  parts,  the  firft  in  168I,  the  fecond  in 
l6'82.  VNood  fays,  thai  the  general  report  was,  that  they  were 
wriiien  by  the  earl  himfelf,  or  that,  at  leaft,  he  found  the  mate-  - 
rials  ;  and  his  fervant,  who  put  it  into  the  printer's  hands,  was 
committed  to  prifon.  Dxaeick. 
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of  men,  (to  come  nearer  to  you,)  who,  out  of  parlia- 
ment, cannot  be  confidered  in  a  public  capacity,  to 
meet  as  you  daily  do  in  fa6tious  clubs,  to  vilify  the 
government  in  your  difcourfes,  and  to  libel  it  in  all 
your  writings?  Who  made  you  judges  in  Ifrael? 
Or  how  is  it  confident  with  your  zeal  to  the  public 
welfare  to  promote  fedition  ?  Does  your  definition 
of  loyal,  which  is  to  ferve  the  king  according  to  the 
laws,  allow  you  the  licence  of  traducing  the  execu« 
tive  power  with  which  you  own  he  is  invefted  ?  You 
complain  that  his  Majefty  has  loft  the  love  and 
ccmfidence  of  his  people  ;  and  by  your  very  urging 
it,  you  endeavour  what  in  you  lies  to  make  him  lofe 
tliem«  All  good  fubje£ts  abhor  the  thought  of  arbi- 
trary power,  whether  it  be  in  one  or  many :  if  you 
were  the  patriots  you  would  feem,  you  would  not  at 
this  rate  incenfe  the  multitude  to  aflume  it ;  for  no 
ibber  man  can  fear  it,  either  from  the  king's  difpofi- 
tion,  or  his  practice,  or  even  where  you  would 
odioufly  lay  it,  from  his  minifters.  Give  us  leave  to 
enjoy  the  government  and  the  benefit  of  laws  under 
which  we  were  born,  and  which  we  defire  to  tranfmit 
to  our  pofterity.  You  are  not  the  truftees  of  the 
public  liberty ;  and  if  you  have  not  right  to  petition 
in  a  crowd,  much  lefs  have  you  to  intermeddle  in  the 
management  of  affairs,  or  to  arraign  what  you  do  not 
like,  which  in  effefil  is  every  thing  that  is  done  by  the 
Jcing  and  council.  Can  you  imagine  that  any  reafon* 
able  man  will  believe  you  refpcCt  the  peribn  of  his 
Majefty,  when  'tis  apparent  that  your  feditious  pam- 
phlets are  ituffed  with  particular  reflexions  on  him? 
If  you  have  the  confidence  to  deny  this,  'tis  eafy  to 
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be  evuiced  from  a  thoufimd  paffages,  which  I  only 
fcrbear  to  quote,  becaufe  I  defire  they  fliould  die, 
and  be  forgotten.     I  have  peruied  many  of  your 
papers ;  and  to  (how  you  that  I  have,  the  third  part 
of  your  No-proteftant  Plot  *  is  much  of  it  ftokni 
from  your  dead  author  s  pamphlet,  called  the  Growth 
^  Popery ;  as  manifeftly  as  Milton  s  Defence  of  the 
Englifli  People  is  from  Buchanan  De  jure  regni  apud 
Scotos ;  or  your  firft  Covenant  and  new  AflbciatioQ 
from  the  holy  league  of  the  French  Guifards.     Any 
one  who  reads  Davila,  may  trace  your  pra&ices  all 
along.    There  were  the  (ame  pretences  for  i^forma* 
tion  and  loyalty,  the  fame  afperfions  of  the  king,  and 
the  fiune  grounds  of  a  rebellion.     I  know  not  whether 
you  will  take  the  biftorian's  word,  who  (ays  it  was  re- 
ported, that  Poltrot,  a  Hugonot,  murdered  Francis, 
duke  of  Guiie,  by  the  initigations  of  Theodore  Beza, 
or  that  it  was  a  Hugonot  minifier,  otherwife  called  a 
Prelbyterian,  (for  our  Church  abhors  fo  devili(h  a 
tenet)  who  firft  writ  a  treatife  of  the  lawfulneis  of 


'*  This  third  part,  prioted  in  quarto,  was  ftippoied  to  be  wriiu 
ten  by  Fergufon,  under  ray  lord's  eye.  It  reflitls  on  the  pro^ 
ceedings  againfl  him  in  the  points  of  high  trettfon,  whereof  he 
ikood  aocuied  ;  and  drives  to  depreciate  the  charaftcTs  of  the 
witncfles,  by  painting  them  in  the  mod  odious  colours.  The 
Growth  ofFoptry  was  written  by  Mr.  Marvel,  who  publifhed  it 
a  Uttle  before  his  tieath,  which  happened  in  1678-  A  fecond 
part  of  it  was  written  by  Mr.  Fergufon  above-mentioned ;  for 
which,  and  other  feditious  pra^lices,  his  body  was  demanded  of 
the  ftates  of  Holland,  he  being  then  at  Brill,  but  refu(ed;  though 
Sir  I'homas  Armltrong  had  been  given  up  by  them  a  liulc  before. 
This  is  the  fame  man  who  was  concerned  in  the  Ryehoufe-piot ; 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  fccretary  of  date  was  giving 
put  orders  for  the  feizing  the  red  of  the  confpiraton,  he  pri* 
vately  bade  the  mefTcugcr  to  let  Fergufon  efcape.     De&kick. 
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.depofing  and  murdering  kings  of  a  dtffereDt  perfua* 
fion  in  religion  :  but  I  atn  able  to  proves  from  the 
dofirine  of  Calvki,  and  principles  of  Buchanan^  that 
they  fet  the  people  above  the  niagiitrate ;  which,  if 
I  miftake  not,  is  your  own  iundamental,  and  which 
carries  your  loyalty  no  farther  than  your  liking. 
When  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  goes  on  your 
iide,  you  are  as  ready  to  obfenre  it  as  if  it  were  pafied 
into  a  law;  but  when  you  are  pinched  with  any 
fyrtfi^T^  and  yet  unrepealed  A6t  of  Parliament,  you 
declare  that  in  fome  cafes  you  will  not  be  obliged  by 
it.  The  paffage  is  in  the  fame  third  part  of  the  No« 
proteftant  Plot,  and  is  too  plain  to  be  denied.  The 
late  copy  of  your  intended  aflbciation,  you  neither 
wholly  juitify  nor  condemn ;  but  as  the  papifts,  when 
they  are  unoppofed)  fly  out  into  all  the  pageantries 
of  worfiup ;  but  in  times  of  war,  when  they  are  hard 
pi^ed  by  arguments,  lie  clofe  intrenched  behind  the 
Council  of  Trent :  fo  now,  when  your  affairs  are  in 
a  low  coiidition,  you  dare  not  pretend  that  to  be  a 
legal  combination,  but  whenibever  you  are  afloat,  I 
doubt  not  but  it  will  be  maintained  and  juftificd  to 
purpofe.  For  indeed  there  is  nothing  to  defend  it 
but  the  fword :  'tis  the  proper  time  to  iky  any  thing 
when  men  have  all  things  in  their  power. 

In  the  mean  time,  you  would  &in  be  nibbling  at  a 
parallel  betwixt  this  aflbdation  *,  and  that  in  the 

*  WkeQ  England,  in  the  fixteenth  century,  wa§  iuppolcc!  in 
danger  kom  the  defigns  of  Spain,  the  principal  people,  with  the 
Q'uoen  at  their  head,  entered  into  an  aflbciution  for  the  defence 
of  their  country,  and  of  the  Pjrotefiant  religion,  againft  popeiy,, 
iovafioo,  sud  inuovacio^.  Dberick, 
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the  time  of  Queen  EUzabetli.    But  there  is  tiiis  finatt 
difference  betwixt  them,  that  the  ends  of  the  one  are 
direaiy  oppofite  to  the  other :  one  with  the  Queen's 
a|>probation  and  conjundion,  as  head  of  il^  the  other 
without  either  the  confent  or  knowledge  of  the  Kina 
againft  whofe  authority  it  is  manifeftly  defigned 
Therefore  you  do  well  to  have  recourfe  to  your  laft 
evafioQ  •,  that  it  was  contrived  by  your  enemies 
and  fliuffled  into  the  papers  that  were  feized ;  whicli 
yet  you  fee  the  nation  is  not  fo  eafy  to  believe  as 
your  own  jury  j  but  the  matter  is  not  difficult,  to 
find  twelve  men  in  Newgate  who  would  acquit  a 
malefador. 

I  have  one  only  favour  to  defire  of  you  at  paitin* 
that  when  you  think  of  anfwering  this  poe^  y^^ 

^tT  Z  ^  ^Tr°'  ^°^*  it'  ^^  h^ve 
combated  with  fo  much  fuccels  againft  Abfalon,  and 

Achitophel :  for  then  you  may  aiTure  yourfelves  of  a 
clear  viaory,  without  the  leaft  reply.     RaU  at  me 
abundarrtly;  and,notto  breakacuftom,  do  it  without 
wit :  by  th«  method  you  will  gain  a  confidemble  point 
which  IS,  wholjr  to  wave  the  anfwer  of  my  aiguments 

f"VZ  K      ^T"^  °^  y°"^  Prioci^,  for  fear 
they  fhould  be  treafon.    Fall  feverely  on  the  mifcar- 
nages  of  government ;  for  if  fcandal  be  not  allowed 
you  are  no  free-born  fubjeas.  If  God  has  not  blefled 
you  with  the  talent  of  rhiming,  make  ufe  of  my  poor 

found  among  his  pai«  w«  outTr  T'  T^""** ''"  «^<' »«  ««* 

trcjght  to  the  court  charee  '  *"**  J"*  «™»«" 

*  OsaEicx. 
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ftock  and  welcome :  let  your  verfes  run  upon,  my 
feet ;  and  for  the  utmoft  refuge  of  notorious  block* 
heads,  reduced  to  the  laft  extremi^  of  fenfe^  turn  my 
own  lines  upon  me,  and  in  utter  defpair  of  your  own 
fatire^  make  me  fatirize  myfelf*    Some  of  you  hare 
been  driven  to  this  bay  already ;  but,  above  all  the 
reft,  commend  me  to  the  non^onformift  parfon,  who 
writ  the  Whip  and  Key.    I  am  afraid  it  b  not  read 
(o  much  as  the  piece  deferves,  becaufe  the  bookfeUer 
is  every  week  crying  help  at  the  end  of  his  Gazette, 
to  get  it  off.    You  fee  I  am  charitable  enough  to  do 
him  a  kindnefs,  that  it  may  be  publHhed  as  well  as 
printed ;  and  that  fb  much  (kill  in  Hebrew  derivations 
may  not  lie  for  wafte  paper  in  the  shop.     Yet  I  half 
fufpeft  he  went  no  further  for  his  learnings  than  the 
index  of  Hebrew  names  and  etymologies,  which  is 
printed  at  the  end  of  fome  Englifli  bibles.     If  Achito* 
phel  fignify  the  brother  of  a  fool,  the  author  of  that 
poem  will  pais  with  his  readers  for  the  next  of  kin. 
And  .perhaps  it  is  the  relation  that  makes  the  kind- 
nefs.    Whatever  the  verfes  are,  buy  them  up,  I  be- 
feech  you,  out  of  pity ;  for  I  hear  the  conventicle  is 
ihut  up,  and  the  brotiier  of  Achitophel  out  of  fervice. 
Now  footmen,  you  know,  have  the  generofity  to 
make  a  purfe  for  a  member  of  their  fociety,  who  has 
had  his  livery  pulled  over  his  ears ;  and  even  Pro- 
tefiant  focks  are  bought  up  among  you,  out  of  vene- 
ration to  the  name.    A  diffenter  in  poetry  from  fenfe 
and  Engliih  will  make  as  good  a  Proteftant  rhymer, 
as  a  diffenter  from  the  Church  of  England  a  Pro- 
teftant paribn.     Belides,  if  you  encourage  a  young 
beginner,  who  knows  but  he  may  elevate  his  ftile  a 
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little  above  the  vulgar   epithets  of  prophan6,  ami 

iaucy  Jack,  and  atheiftical  fcribbler,  with  which  be 

treats  me,  when  the  fit  of  enthufiafm  is  ftrong  upon 

him  :  by  which  well-mann^ed  and  charitable  expref- 

fions  I  was  certaiir  of  bis  teGt  before  I  knew  his  name.* 

What  would  you'  have  more  of  a  man?    He  baa 

damned  me  in  your  caufe  from  Genefis  to  the  Reve* 

lations ;  and  has  half  the  texts  of  both  the  Tefta^ 

ments  ag^ainil  me,  if  you  will  be  to  civil  to  yourfelves 

as  to  take  him  for  your  interj^eter,  and  not  to  take 

them  for  Iriib  witnefles.     After  all,  perhaps  you  will 

tell  me,  that  you  retained  him  only  for  the  opening 

of  your  caufe,  and  that  your  main  lawyer  is  yet  be-» 

hind.    Now  if  it  so  •  happen  he  meet  with  no  more 

reply  than  his  predecefibrs,  you  may  either  conclude 

that  I  truft  to  the  goodnefs  of  my  caufe,  or  fear  my 

adveriary,  or  difdain  him,  or  what  you  pleafe,  for  the 

ihort  on't  is,  'tis  indifferent  to  your  humble  fervant, 

whatever  your  party  Tays  or  thinks  of  him. 
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Of  all  onr  antic  fights  and  pageantry. 
Which  Enghfli  ideots  run  in  crowds  to  fee^ 


Ver.  1.     Of  all  our  antic  Jights]     The  moft  candid  and  impan- 
tiftl  account  of  Lord  Shaftefbury's  trial  and  acquittal,  on  which 
occafion  thi  imcdal  was  Aruck,  is  given  by  Mr.  Uume.     '*  After 
the  diifotution  of  the  Parliament,  and  the  fubfequent  vidory  ot 
the  Royalifts,  Shaftefbury  s  evidences,  with  Turberville,  Smithy 
and  others,  addreffed  theiufirlves  to  the  minifters,  and  gave  iitfor. 
mation  of  high  treafon  againft  their  former  patron.     It  is  fuflki« 
ently  fcandalous,  that  intelligence,   conveyed   by   fuch  inen» 
fliould  be  attended  to ;  but  there  is  fome  reafon  to  think,  that  tha 
court-Qgents,  nay«  the  miniltcrs,  nay,  the  king  hitnfelf,  went  fur** 
ther,  and  were  adlivc  in  endeavouring,  though  in  vain,  to  fiiid 
more  reputable  perfons  to  fupport  the  blafted  credit  of  the  Iriili 
witnclfcs.    Shaftefbury  was  committed  to  prifon,  and  his  indid- 
ment  was  prefented   to  the   Grand  Jury.    The  new  (herifTs  of 
London,  Shute  and  Pilkington,  were  enseged  as  deeply  as  their 
predeccflbrs  in  the  country  party ;  and  they  took  care  to  nama 
a  Jury  extremely  devoted  to  the  fame  caufe  :  a  precaution  quit^ 
^equifite,  when  it  was  fcarce  poifiblc  to  find  men  attached  to 
neither  party.    As  far  as  fwcaring  could  go,  the  treafon  was 
clearly  proved  againft  Shaftelbury,  or  rather  fo  clearly  as  to 
merit  no  kind  of  credit  or  attention.     That  veteran  leader  of  a 
party,  enured  from  his  early  youth  to  fadion  and  intrigue,  to 
cabals  and  confpiracies,  was  rcprefented   as  opening,  without 
j*eferve,  his  treafouable  intentions  to  thefe  obfcure  banditti,  and 
throwing  out  fuch  violent  and  outrageous  reproaches  upon  the 
king,  as  none  but  men  of  low  education,  like  themfelves,  could  Im 
fuppofed  to  employ.     The  draught  of  an  aifociation,  it  is  true^ 
againfl  popery  and  the  duke,  was  found  in  Shaftefbury's  cabinet^ 
aud  dangerous  inferences  might  be  drawn  from  many  claufes  of 
Hiat  paper ;  but  it  did  not  appear  that  it  hawi  be<;j;i  framed  by. 
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The  Polifti  Medal  bears  the  prize  alone : 
A  monfter,  more  the  favourite  of  the  town 
Than  either  fairs  or  theatres  have  fhov^'n.      i 
Never  did  art  fo  well  with  nature  ftrive ; 
Nor  ever  idol  feem'd  fo  much  alive : 
So  like  the  man ;  fo  golden  to  the  fight. 
So  bafe  within,  fo  counterfeit  and  light. 
One  fide  is  fiU'd  with  title  and  with  face  ;        lo 
And,  left  the  king  (hould  want  a  regal  place. 
On  the  reverfe,  a  tower  the  town  furveys ; 
O'er  which  our  mounting  fun  hb  beams  dif- 
plays, 

Shaftcfbury,  or  Co  much  as  approved  by  him ;  and  as  projeds 
of  an  aflbciatioii  had  been  propofed  in  Parliament,  it  was  very 
natural  for  that  nobleman  to  be  thinking  of  foroe  plan,  which  it 
might  be  proper  Co  lay  before  that  aflembly.  The  Grand  Jury, 
therefore,  after  weighing  all  thcfe  circumftances,  reje<fled  the  in-» 
didraent,  and  the  people,  who  attended  the  hall,  teftified  their 
joy  by  theloudell  acclamations,  which  were  echoed  through  the 
whole  city."  Dr.  J.  Waktoit. 

Vcr.  3.  The  PoUJh  Medal]  The  allufion  is  to  the  expt»^<» 
tion,  wliich,  it  was  pretended,  Lord  Shaftcfbury  entertained,  of 
being  eleded  king  of  Poland^  when  John  Sobiofki  was  chofen. — 
This  ridiculous  report  gave  rife  to  feveral  fquibs,  both  in  poetry 
mnd  profe ;  but  in  none  of  the  poetical  pieces  is  the  joke  employed 
with  advantage.  The  reader  would  derive  no  fatisfadion  from 
«  The  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  Anthony,  King  of  PoUmdy"  or 
from  "  The  King  of  Poland^s  laft  Speech  to  his  Countrymen,*  or 
from  "  Tony's  Lamentation,  or  Pota0ch  City-Cafe,  being  bis 
laft  farewell  to  the  confecrated  Whigs,"  all  publifhed  in  l582, 
although  to  the  laft  of  them  the  tune  is  prefixed,  in  mufical  cha- 
ladlers,  Let  Oliver  noxo  be  forgotten  !  The  clofe  of  l6'82,  or  rather 
the  beginning  of  1683,  produced  alfo  **  Dagon's  Fall,  or  the 
Whigs'  Lament  for  Anthony,  King  of  Poland  ;"  and  in  l683  was 
alfo  publifhed,  **  The  Cafe  is  altcr'd  now,  or  the  Converfion  of 
Anthony,  King  oi  Poland^  publilhed  for  fatisfa^lion  of  the  San^^ 
fyed  Brethren."  Todp, 
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The  word»  proAounc'd  aloCid  by  ihrieval  voice, 
Lcetamur^  which,  in  Poli(h,  is  Rejoice.  is 

The  day»  month,  year,  to  the  great  afb^are  join'd: 
And  a  new  canting  holiday  defign'd. 
Five  days  he  fat,  for  every  cail  and  look  ; 
Four  more  than  God  to  fini(h  Adam  took. 
But  who  can  tell  what  efTence  angels  are,       20 
Or  how  long  Heaven  was  making  Lucifer  ? 
Oh,  could  the  ftyle  that  copy'd  every  grace. 
And  ploughed  fuch  furrows  for  an  eunuch  face. 
Could  it  have  form'd  his  ever-changing  will. 
The  various  piece  had  tir'd  the  graver's  (kill !  35 
A  martial  hero  firft,  with  early  care. 
Blown,  like  a  pigmy  by  the  winds,  to  war. 
A  beardlefs  chief,  a  rebel,  e'er  a  man : 
So  young  his  hatred  to  his  prince  began. 
Next  this,  (how  wildly  will  ambition  fteer  1)     30 
A  vermin  wriggling  in  the  Ufurper*s  ear. 
Bartering  his  venal  wit  for  fums  of  gold. 
He  caft  himfelf  into  the  faint-like  mould ; 
Groaned,  figh'd,  and  pray'd,  while  godlinefs  was 

gain, 
.The  loudeft  bagpipe  of  the  fqueaking  train.    35 

Ver.  19.     Four  more  than  God]    This  line  is  very  oflfeniively 
pro&ne,  as  is  a  fucceeding  one, 

How  long  was  Heaven  in  making  Lucifer  ? 
There  are  too  many  fuch  in  this  poem.     See  alfo  line  2l6:— 

-    ■■       his  thunder  could  they  fhun, 
He  ihould  be  forc'd  to  crown  another  fon. 

Dr,  J.  Warton. 
VOL.  I.  A  a 


554  r^  MSDAL. 

Bttty  as  ^tis  hard  to  cheat  a  jugglei^s  ejres^ 
His  open  len'dnefs  he  could  ne^er  difgotfe. 
There  fplit  the  faint:  for  hypocritic  seal 
Allows  no  fids  bat  thofe  it  can  conceal. 
Whoring  to  fcandal  gives  too  large  a  fcope }  46 
Saints  mud  not  trade ;  but  they  may  interic^ie* 
The  ungodly  principle  was  all  the  (ame  t 
But  a  grofs  cheat  betrays  his  partner's  game^ 
Beiides,    their  pace  was  formal^    gi*^^   bmI 

flack; 
His  nimble  wit  outran  the  heavy  pack.  45 

Yet  ftill  he  found  his  fortune  at  a  ftay ; 
Whole  droves  of  blockheads  choaking  up  bb 

way; 
They  took,  but  not  rewaf ded,  his  advice ; 
Villain  and  wit  exa6l  a  double  price. 
Power  was  his  aim  ;  but,  thrown  from  tbatx 

pretence,  sow' 

The  wretch  turnM  loyal  in  his  own  defence;  ^ 
And  malice  reconciled  him  to  his  prince.        j 
Him,  in  the  anguifh  of  his  foul  he  ferv^ ; 
Rewarded  fafter  (lill  than  he  deferv'd* 
Behold  him  now  exalted  into  truft ;  ss. 

His  counfel's  oft  convenient,  feldom  juft. 
Even  in  the  mod  (incere  advice  he  gavcy 
He  had  a  grudging  ftill  to  be  a  knave. 
The  frauds  he  learn'd  in  his  fanatic  years 
Mad^  him  uneafy  in  his  lawful  gears.  €^ 
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At  bed  as  little  boneft  as  be  could, 
Andy  like  wbite  witcbes,  aoifchievoufly  good. 
To  bis  firft  bias  longingly  he  leans  ; 
And  rather  would  be  great  by  wicked  means. 
Thus  framed  for  ill,  he  loosed  oar  triple  hold  ;  65 
Advice  unfafe,  precipitous,  and  bo4d« 
From  hence  tbofe  tears  I  that  llmm  of  our  woe  I 
Who  helps  a  powerful  friend,  forearms  a  foe. 
What  wonder  if  the  waves  prevail  fo  far. 
When  he  cut  down  the  banks  that  made  the 
bar  ?  7Q 

Seas  follow  but  their  mature  to  invade ; 
fiat  he  by  art  our  native  fkrength  betray 'd. 
So  Sampfon  to  bis  foe  his  force  coafeft ; 
And  to  be  ihorn,  lay  flumbering  on  ber  breaft. 
But  when  tlus  fatal  counfel,  fouad  too  late,     7^ 
Exposed  its  author  to  the  public  hate ; 
When  his  juil  fovereign,  by  no  impious  way 
CouM  be  feduc'd  to  arbitrary  fway  ; 
Forfaken  of  that  hope  he  (hifts  the  fail. 
Drives  <lown  tbe  current  with  a  popular 
And  (hews  tbe  fiend  confefa'd  without 
He  preaches  to  tbe  crowd,  that  power  is  lent, 
But  not  conveyed  to  kingly  government ; 
That  Claims  fucceffive  bear  iro  binding  force. 
That  coronation  oaths  are  things  x)f  coorfe  ;  85 
Maintains  the  multitude  can  never  err ; 
And  fets  tbe  people  in  tlie  papal  chair. 


A  a  2 


356  TrtE  MISDAL. 

The  reafoti^s  obvious ;  intereft  neveif  lies ; 
The  mod  have  ftill  their  intereft  in  their  eyes  ;^ 
The  power  is  always  their's^  aild  power  is  ever^ 

wife^  90 

Almighty  crowds  thou  (horteneft  all  difpute^ 
Power  is  thy  eflence  j  wit  thy  attribute ! 
Nor  faith  nor  reafon  make  thee  at  a  ftay. 
Thou  leapft  o*er  all  eternal  truths  in  thy  pui«> 

daric  way  I 
Athens  no  doubt  did  righteoully  decidei        95 
When  Phocion  and  when  Socrates  were  try*d  ; 
As  righteoufly  they  did  thofe  dooms  repent ; 
Still  they  were  wife  whatever  way  they  went : 
Crowds  err  not)  though  to  both  extremes  they 

run; 
To  kill  the  &ther>  and  recal  the  foti.  10a 

Some  think  the  fools  were  moft  as  times  went 

then^ 
But  now  the  M'orld^s  o^erftock*d  with  prudent 

men. 
The  common  cry  is  even  religion^s  teft. 
The  Turk  s  is  at  Conftantinople  beft ; 
Idols  in  India;  Popery  at  Rome ;  lo^ 

And  our  own  worQiip  onlj*  true  at  home. 
And  true,  but  for  the  time  'tis  hard  to  know 
How  long  we  pleafe  it  iliall  continue  fo. 
This  fide  to-day,  and  that  to-morrow  burns ; 
So  all  are  6od«-a'mighties  in  their  turns.        110 
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A  tempting  dod;rine,  plaufible  and  new ; 
What  fools  our  fathers  were,  if  this  foe  true  I 
Who  to  deftrov  the  feeds  of  civil  war, 
Inherent  right  in  monarchs  did  declare  : 
And,  that  a  lawful  power  might  never  ceafe,  115 
Secur'd  fucceffion  to  fecure  our  peace. 
Thus  property  and  fovereign  fway,  at  laft 
In  equal  balances  were  juftly  cad  : 
But  this  new  Jehu  fpurs  the  hot-mouth'd  horfe ; 
In(lru6ls  the  bead  to  know  his  native  force ;  120 
To  take  the  bit  between  his  teeth,  and  fly 
To  the  next  headlong  fteep  of  anarchy. 
Too  happy  England,  if  our  good  we  knew, 
Would  we  pofTefs  the  freedom  we  purfue  ! 
The  lavifh  government  can  give  no  more ;    125 
Yet  we  repine,  and  plenty  makes  us  poor. 
God  try'd  us  once  ;  our  rebel-fathers  fought. 
He  glutted  them  with  all  the  power  they  fought: 
Till  mafter'd  by  their  own  ufurping- brave, 
The  free-born  fubje£i  funk  into  a  (lave,         iso 
We  loath  our  manna,  and  we  long  for  quails  j 
Ah,  wh^t  is  man  when  his  own  wi{h  prevails  ! 
How  rafh,  how  fwift  to  plunge  himfelf  in  ill ! 
Proud  of  his  power,  and  boundlefs  in  his  will ! 
That  kings  can  do  no  wrong  we  mud  believe ;  i3£ 
None  can  they  do,  and  mud  they  all  receive  ? 
Help  Heaven  !  or  fadly  we  (hall  fee  an  hour^ 
When  peitber  wrong  nor  right  are  in  their  pqwerl 
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Alreadj  they  have  loft  theif  beft  defence. 
The  benefit  of  kwa  which  they  difpeofe.       140 
No  juftice  to  their  righteous  caufe  aUowM  ; 
But  bafiled  by  an  arbitrary  erowd. 
And  medals  grav'd  their  conqueft  to  record. 
The  ftamp  and  coin  of  their  adopted  lord. 

The  man  who  laughM  but  once,  to  fee  an  ais 
Mumbling  to  make  the  crois-grain'd  thiftles 

pafs;  146 

Might  kugh  again  to  fee  a  jury  chaw 
The  prickles  of  unpalatable  law. 
The  witnefles,  that  leech-like  liv'd  on  bkx>d. 
Sucking  for  them  were  medicinally  good ;     150 
But  when  they  iaften'd  on  their  fefter'd  fore. 
Then  juftice  and  religion  they  forfwore ; 
Their  maiden  oaths  debaneh^d  into  a  whore. 
Thus  men  are  rais'd  by  &6li<Mis,  and  decry 'd ; 
And    rogue    and  iaint   diiitinguifli'd  by  their 

Me.  J  55 

They  rack  even  fcripture  to  confefe  their  caufe^ 
And  plead  a  call  to  preach  in  f^ght  of  laws* 
But  that's  no  news  to  the  poor  injurM  page. 
It  has  been  us'd  as  ill  in  tyxery  wge : 
And  is  conftraio'd  with  patience  all  to  take,  i£o 
For  what   defence   can   Greek   and   Hebrew 

make? 
Happy  who  can  this  talking  trumpet  feiae ; 
They  make  it  fpeak  whatever  fenfe  they  pleafe ; 
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^was  fram'd  at  firfl  oar  oracle  to  enquire ; 
But  fince  our  (eGt^  in  prophecy  grow  higher. 
The  text  infpires  not  them,  but  they  the  textj 
infpire.  166 

London,  thou  great  emporium  of  our  ifle, 

0  thou  too  bounteous,  thou  too  fruitful  Nile ! 
How  fliall  I  praife  or  curfe  to  thy  defert  ? 

Or  feparate  thy  found  from  thy  corrupted  part  ? 

1  caird  thee  Nile ;  the  paralliel  will  dand ;     171 
Thy  tides  of  wealth  overflow  the  fattened  land  ; 
Yet  monflers  from  thy  large  increafe  we  find, 
Engendered  on  the  (lime  thou  leav'il  behind* 
Sedition  has  not  wholly  feiz'd  on  thee»  175 
Thy  nobler  parts  are  from  infe6iion  firee* 

Of  Ifrael's  tribes  thou  hafl  a  numerous  baadi 
3ut  dill  the  Canaanite  is  in  the  land. 
Thy  military  chiefs  are  brave  and  true ; 
Nor  are  thy  diiinchanted  burghers  few.         lao 
The  head  is  loyal  which  thy  heart  commands. 
But  what's  a  head  with  two  fuch  gouty  hands  ? 

Ver.  l67-    London,  thou  great  emporium  of  our  ijk^     So  Coww 
per  in  his  ufual  nervous  and  animated  drains  t— 

O  tfiou,  refort  and  mart  of  all  tbe  earth, 
Chequer'd  with  all  .compUxions  of  mankind. 
And  fpotted  with  all  crimes ;  in  whom  I  fco 
Much  that  I  love,  and  more  that  I  admire, 
And  all  that  I  abhor;  thou  freckled  fair, 
That  pleafeil  and  yet  fhock'il  me,  I  can  laugh, 
And  1  can  weep,  can  hope,  and  can  defpond, 
fed  >vr^tii,  and  pity,  whefi  I  think  on  thee  ! 
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The  wife  and  wealthy  love  the  fureft  way. 
And  are  content  to  thrive  and  to  obey. 
But  wifdom  is  to  doth  too  great  a  flave ;      iS5 
None  are  fo  buiy  as  the  fool  and  knave. 
Thofe  let  me  curfe ;  what  vengeance  will  they 

urge, 
Whofe  ordures  neither  plague    nor   fire   can 

purge  ? 
Nor  (harp  experience  can  to  duty  brings 
Nor  angry  heaven,  nor  a  forgiving  king !      190 
Tn  gofpel-phrafe  their  chapmen  they  betray ; 
Their  (hops  are  dens,  the  buyer  is  their  prey. 
The  knack  of  trades  is  living  on  the  fpoil ; 
They  boad  even  when  each  other  they  beguile. 
Cuftoms  to  (leal  is  fuch  a  trivial  thing,  195 

That  'tis  their  charter  to  defraud  their  king. 
All  hands  unite  of  every  jarring  fe6t ; 
They  cheat  the  country  firft,  and  then  infed;. 
They  for  God  s  caufe  their  mon'archs  dare  de- 
throne, 199 
And  they'll  be  fure  to  make  his  caufe  their  own. 
Whether  the  plotting  Jefuit  lay'd  the  plan 
Of  murdering  kings,  or  the  French  Puritan, 
Our  facrilegious  fefts  their  guides  outgo. 
And  kings  and  kingly  power  would  murder  too. 
What  means  their  traiterous  combination  lefs. 
Too  plain  to  evade,  too  (hameful  to  confefs  !  206 
But  treafon  is  not  own'd  when  *tis  defcry'd  ; 
Succefsful  crimes  alone  are  jufiify'd. 
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The  men,  \vho  no  confpiracy  would  find^ 

IVho  doubts,  but  had  it  taken,  they  had  join'd,. 

Join  d  in  a  mutual  covenant  of  defence ;       211  | 

At  firft  without,  at  laft  againft  their  prince  ? 

If  fovereign  right  by  fovereign  power  they 

fcan, 
The  fame  bold  maxim  holds  in  God  and  man : 
God  were  not  fafe,    his  thunder  could  they 

(hun,  215 

He  (hould  be  forced  to  crown  another  fon. 
Thus  when  the  heir  was  from  the  vineyard 

thrown, 
The  rich  poiTeffion  was  the  murderers'  own. 
In  vain  to  fophiftry  they  have  recourfe  : 
By  proving  their's  no  plot,  they  prove  'tis 

worfe;  220 

Unmaik'd  rebellion,  and  audacious  force : 
Which  though  not  a6i;ual,  yet  all  eyes  may  fee 
Tis  working  in  the  immediate  power  to  be; 
For  from  pretended  grie\^nces  they  rife, 
Firft  to  diflike,  and  after  to  defpife.  225 

Then  Cyclop-like  in  human  fle(h  to  dealt 
Chop  up  a  minifter  at  every  meal : 
Perhaps  not  wholly  to  melt  down  the.  king ; 
But  clip  his  regal  rights  within  the  ring. 
From  thence  to  aflume  the  power  of  peace  and 

war ;  23o 

And  eafe  him  by  degrees  of  public  care. 
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Yet  to  confah  his  dignity  and  fame. 

He  &ould  have  leave  to  exercife  the  name ; 

And  hold  the  cards  while  commons  play'd  the 

game. 
For  what  can  power  give  more  than  food  and 

drinky  2S5 

To  live  at  eaie,  and  not  be  bound  to  think  ? 
Theie  are  the  cooler  methods  of  their  crime. 
But  their  hot  zealots  think  ^tis  lofs  of  time; 
On  utmoft  bounds  of  loyalty  they  ftand. 
And  grin  and  whet  like  a  Croatian  band 
That  waits  impatient  for  the  lad  commands 
Thus  outlaws  open  villainy  maintain. 
They  deal  not,  but  in  fquadrons  fcour  the  plain: 
And  if  their  power  the  paflengers  fubdae. 
The  moft  have  right,  the  wrong  is  in  the  few. 
Such  impious  axioms  fooliftily  they  (bow,      246 
For  in  fome  foils  republics  will  not  grow ; 
Our  temperate  ifle  will  no  extremes  fuftain. 
Of  popular  fway  or  arbitrary  reign  : 
But  Aides  between  them  both  into  the  befl,  25d 
Secure  in  freedom,  in  a  monarch  Weft: 
And  though  the  climate   vexM  with  various 

winds, 
Works  through   our  yielding  bodies  on  our 

minds. 
The  wholefome  tempeft  purges  what  it  breeds. 
To  recommend  the  calmneis  that  fucceeds.  255 
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Bat  tboo,  the  pander  of  the  people^»  hearts, 
O  crooked  fool,  and  lerpentine  io  arts, 
Whoie  blandiihments  a  loyal  kod  have  whored. 
And  broke  the  bonds  ihe  plighted  to  her  lord ; 
What  curfes  on  thy  blafted  name  will  fttll  1  ft6o 
Which  age  to  age  their  legacy  fhall  call ; 
For  all  muft  curfe  the  woes  that  muft  defcend 

on  all. 

Religion  thoa  haft  none :  thy  Mercufy 
Has  pafs'd  through  every  {e&^  or  their  s  through 

thee.  364 

But  what  thou  giveft,  that  venom  ftill  remains ; 
And  the  pox*d  nation  feels  thee  in  their  brains. 
What  elfe  infpires  the  tongues  and  fwells  the 

breads 
Of  all  thy  bellowing  renegado  priefts, 

Ver.  260.     cur/es  on  thy  blqfied  name]    Can  this  verfc, 

or  verfc  270j  277,  296,  60,  65,  81,  and  indeed  many  others,  be 
called  juft  fatire  ?  and  ought  they  not  rather  to  be  deemed  of« 
fenfive,  grofs,  and  downright  ribaldry  ? 

Hie  faccus  nigras  loliginis,  hsec  eft 
^rugo  mem— — 

Neither  the  Skaflf/bury  of  Dryden,  nor  the  Haroey  of  Pope, 
give  us  any  favourable  idea  of  their  hearts  and  tempers.  Th^ 
authoi;  of  the  Charaderiftics  the  graiidfon  of  Shaftefbury,  did 
not  let  Dryden  efcape  for  this  ufa«a  of  his  anccftor.  **  To  fee/" 
fays  he,  **  the  incorrtgiblencfs  of  our  fK)ets,  in  their  pedantic 
jnanner,  their  vanity^  their  defiaoca  of  criticifm,  their  rhotlo- 
montade,  and  poetical  bravado,  we  need  only  turn  to  our  fa* 
mous  poet  laureat,  the  very  Bayes  hinifclf,  in  one  of  his  lateft 
and  moft  valued  pieces,  his  D(fn  Sebaftia/if  writ  many  years  tfi^r 
the  ingenious  author  of  the  Rebearfal  had  drawn  his  pi^ure/' 
Vol.  III.  p.  27«.  Dr.  J.  Wartow. 

Ver.  2Sr.    What  effo  infyirei  the  tongua  and/wils  the  breqfii  . 
Of  all  thy  beilomng  renegado  friefttj  &c.] 

Dryden  feems  to  have  borrowed  fome  of  tl^efe  fevere  ifemarks 
upon  the  fanatical  miiuAen  from  The  Geneva  Baliad,  publiflied. 
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That  preach  up  thee  for  God ;  difpeoie  thy  laws ; 
And  with  thy  ftum  ferment  their  fainting  caafe  ?' 
Frefli.  fumes  of  madnefs  raife ;  and  toil  and 

fweat  271 

To  make  the  formidable  cripple  great. 
Yet  {hould  thy  crimes  fucceed,  ihould  lawlefs 

power 
Compafs  thofe  ends  thy  greedy  hopes  devour. 
Thy  canting  friends  thy  mortal  foes  would  be^^ 
Thy  God  and  their's  will  never  long  agree ;  276 
For  thine  (if  ihou  haft  any)  muft  be  one 
That  lets  the  world  and  human-kind  alone: 


00  a  fingle  half  fiicct  in  l574>  which  equals  in  bitterocfs  (and  is 
not  deficient  in  poetical  fpirit)  the  paflagc  before  us.  I  fele^  n 
ftansa  or  two  in  unifon  with  Dry  den : 

**  He  whom  the  Sifters  fo  adore, 

**  Counting  his  anions  all  divine  ; 
**  Who,  when  the  Spirit  hints,  can  roar, 
**  And,  if  occafion  ferves,  can  whine ; 
'*  Nay,  he  can  bellow,  bray,  or  bark, 
"  Was  ever  fike  a  bcuk-larn'd  clerk, 
'*  That  fpeaks  all  linguas  of  the  ark  I 

"  To  draw  in  profelytes  like  bees, 

'*  With  pleaiing  twang  be  tones  his  profe, 
**  He  gives  his  handkerchief  a  fquecze, 

**  And  draws  John  Calvin  through  his  ttofe, 
*^'  Motive  on  motive  he  obtrudes, 
''  With  flip-ftocking  fimilitudes, 
**  Eight  ufes  mora,  and  fo  concludes, 

**  When  Monarchy  began  to  bleed, 

"  And  Trcafou  had  a  fine  new  name  ; 
**  When  Thames  was  baldcrdaih'd  with  Tweedy 
*'  And  pulpits  did  like  beacons  flame ; 

**  When  Jeroboam's  calves  were  rearM, 
*'  And  Laud  was  neither  lov'd  nor  fear'd, 
'•  This  Gofpel-Comet  firft  appeared,'* 

Todd, 
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A  jolly  god,  that  pafles  hours  too  well 
To  promife  heaven,  or  threaten  us  with  hell. 
That  UDconcernM  can  at  rebellion  fit,  231 

And  wink  at  crimes  he  did  himfelf  commit. 
A  tyrant  their  s ;  the  heaven  their  priefthood 

paints 
A  conventicle  of  gloomy  fullen.  faints ; 
A  heaven  like  Bedlam^  flovenly  and  fad  ;     286 
J^ore-doom'd  for  fouls,  with  falfe  religion  mad. 

Without  a  vifion  poets  can  foreihow 
What  all  but  fools  by  common  fenfe  may  know : 
If  true  fuccefiion  from  out  ifle  fhould  &il,     ssd 
And  crowds  profane  with  impious  arms  prevail, 
Not  thou,  nor  thofe  thy  £i€tious  ai'ts  engage. 
Shall  reap  that  harveft  of  rebellious  rage, 
"With  which  thou  flattered  thy  decrepid  age. 
The  fwelling  poifon  of  the  feveral  fe6is. 
Which,  wanting  vent,  the  nation^s  health  in- 

fe^,  295 

Ver.  293.  — —  ihy  decrepid  age.]  This  appcamnce  of 
Shaflefbary,  who  however  was  now  little  more  than  lixty,  is  alfo 
defcnbed  in  "  Tony's  Lamentation/'  publilhed  about  tlie  (ame 
time  as  **  The  Medal''  was. 

^  Alas  !  poor  unfortunate  Tony, 

«<  Where  now  muft  thou  hide  thj/  old  head  f 
**  That  has  not  fo  much  as  one  crony 
^*  Dares  own  the  great  things  thou  haft  faid. 


^*  Unsrateful,  unfenfible  cullies, 

*'  To  leave  your  decrepid  patroon 
'*  To  the  merciiefs  rage  of  the  bullies 

''^  And  tories  in  every  lanipoon  !"  Tox»z>. 
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Shall  burft  its  bag ;  and  figbting  out  their  ivajr. 
The  various  vemomm  cm  each  other  prey. 
The  preibjter  piiff'd  up  with  fpttitual  pride. 
Shall  oa  the  necks  of  the  lewd  nobles  ride : 
His  brethren  damn,  the  ^vil  power  defy ;    doo 
And  parcel  out  republic  prelacy. 
But  (hort  ihall  be  his  reign :  his  rigid  joke 
And  tyrant  power  will  pony  fe£b  prorvke  ; 
And  frogs  and  loads,  and  all  the  tadpole  tnin^ 
.Will  croak  to  heaven  for  help,  from  this  devour- 
ing  crane.  sm 

The  cut*throat  fword  and  clamorous  gown  iball 

In  flnring  their  ill-gotten  fpoils  of  war : 
Chiefe  (hall  be  grudg'd  the  part  which  tfaej 

pretend ; 
Lords  envy  lords^  and  fiiends  with  every  fiiend 
About  their  impious  merit  (hall  coat^id*   sio^ 
The  furly  commons  (hall  refpeft  deny. 
And  juftle  peerage  out  with  property. 
Thdr  general  either  (hall  his  trufi;  betr^. 
And  force  the  crowd  to  arbitrary  fway ; 
Or  they,  fufpe6ting  his  ambitious  aim. 
In  hate  of  fc'mgs  (bail  cofft  anew 
And  thraft  out  CoUatine  that  bore 

Thus  inborn  broils  the  fa6tions  would  en- 
gage,    ^ 
Or  wars  of  exil'd  heirs,  or  foreign  rag^ 
T^  halting  vengeance  overtook  our  age :  aso. 


lis  aim,  315) 
the  frame ;  > 
>re  their  name.  3 
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And  our  wild  labours  wearied  into  reft, 
Reclin'd  U9  on  a  rightful  monarch's  breaft. 


■  Pudet  haec  opprobria,  vobis 

£t  dici  potuiffe,  &  non  potuifle  refellL 
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PREFACE. 

Al  poem  with  fo  bold  a  title,  and  a  name  prefixed 
from  which  the  handling  of  fo  ferious  a  fubje3;  ti  ould 
not  be  expected,  may  reaibnably  oblige  the  author 
to  fay  fomewhat  in  defence,  both  of  himfelf  and  of 
his  undertaking.  In  the  firft  place,  if  it  be  objeded 
to  me  that  being  a  layman,  I  ought  not  to  have  con« 
cemed  myfelf  with  fpeculations,  which  belong  to  the 
profeiTion  of  divinity  ;  I  could  axifwer,  that  perhsqiMi 
laymen,  with  equal  advantages  of  parts  and  know<> 
ledge,  are  not  the  moit  incompetent  judges  <^facr6d 
things ;  but  in  the  due  fenfe  of  my  own  weaknefs  and 
want  of  learning  I  plead  not  this :  I  pretend  not  to 
make  myfelf  a  judge  of  faith  in  others,  but  only  to 
make  a  confeffion  of  my  own.  I  lay  no  unhallowed 
hand  upon  the  ark,  but  wait  on  it  with  the  reverence 
that  becomes  me  at  a  diftance.  In  the  next  place  I 
will  ingenuoufly  confeis,  that  the  helps  I  have  ufed 
in  this  fmall  treatife,  were  many  of  them  taken  from 
the  works  of  our  own  reverend  divines  of  the  Church 
pf  England ;  fb  that  the  weapons  witli  which  I  com* 
bat  irreligion,  are  already  confecrated;  though  I 
fuppofe  they  may  be  taken  down  as  lawfully  as  the 
fword  of  Goliab  was  by  David,  when  they  are  to  be 
employed  for  the  common  caufe  againfi  the  enemies 
of  piety.    I  intend  not  by  this  to  intitle  them  to  any 
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of  my  errors,  which,  yet  I  hope  are  only  thoie  of 
charity  to  mankind ;  and  fuch  as  my  own  charity  has 
caufed  me  to  commit,  tiiat  of  others  may  more  eafily 
excufe.  Being  naturally  inclined  to  fcepticifin  in 
pbiloibphy,  I  have  oo  reaibn  to  impofe  my  opinions 
in  a  fubje3.  which  is  above  it ;  but  whatever  they 
are,  I  fubmit  them  with  all  reverence  to  my  mother 
Church,  accounting  them  no  further  mine,  than  as 
they  are  authorifed,  or  at  lead  uncondemned  by  her. 
And,  indeed,  to  fecure  myfelf  on  this  fide,  I  have 
ufed  the  neceffary  precaution  of  fhewing  this  paper 
before  it  was  publiflied  to  a  judicious  and  learned 
friend,  a  man  indefatigably  zealous  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Chmrch  and  State;  and  whofe  writings  have  highly 
deferved  of  both.  He  was  pleafed  to  approve  the 
body  of  the  difcourfe,  and  I  hope  he  is  more  my 
friend  than  to  do  it  out  of  complaiiance :  it  is  true  he 
had  too  good  a  tafte  to  like  it  all ;  and  amongft  (bme 
other  faults  recommended  to  my  fecond  view,  what 
I  have  written  perhaps  too  boldly  on  St  Athanaiius^ 
which  he  advifed  me  wholly  to  omit  I  am  fenfible 
enough  that  I  had  done  more  prudently  to  have  foU 
lowed  his  opinion  :  but  then  I  could  not  have  fatis* 
fied  myfelf  that  I  had  done  honeftly  not  to  have  writ* 
ten  what  was  my  own.  It  has  always  been  my 
thought,  that  heathens  who  never  did,  nor  without 
miracle  could,  hear  of  the  name  of  Chrift,  were  yet 
in  a  poffibility  of  falvatlon.  Neither  will  it  enter  ea- 
fily into  my  belief,  that  before  the  coming  of  our  Sa- 
viour, the  whole  world,  excepting  only  the  Jewifli 
nation,  ihould  lie  under  the  inevitable  neceflity  of 
everlafting  puniflunent,  for  want  of  that  revelation, 
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which  waa  confined  to  fo  fmall  a  fpot  of  ground  aa 
that  of  Faleftine.  Among  the  fons  of  Noahwe  read 
of  one  only  who  was  accurfed ;  and  if  a  blefllng  in 
the  ripeoefs  of  time  was  referved  for  Japhet  (of 
whofe  progeny  we  are)  it  feems  unaccountable  to  wCj 
-why  fo  many  generations  of  the  fame  offspring,  as 
preceded  our  Saviour  in  the  fleih,  Ihould  be  all  in- 
volved in  one  common  condemnation,  and  yet  that 
their  pofterity  ihould  be  intitled  to  the  hopes  of  fal- 
vation  :  as  if  a  bill  of  exclution  had  pafled  only  on 
the  fathers,  which  debarred  not  the  fons  from  their 
fucceffion.  Or  that  fo  many  ages  had  been  delivered 
over  to  hell,  and  fo  many  referved  for  heaven,  and 
that  the  devil  had  the  firft  choice,  and  God  the  next 
Truly  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  the  revealed  reli^oa 
which  was  taught  by  Noah  to  all  his  fons,  might  con- 
tinue for  Ibme  ages  in  the  whole  pofterity.  That  af- 
terwards it  waa  included  wholly  in  the  family  of  Sem 
is  manifell ;  but  when  the  progenies  of  Cham  and 
Japhet  fwarmed  into  colonies,  and  thofe  colonies 
were  fubdivided  into  many  others :  in  proceis  of  time 
their  defcendants  loH  by  little  and  little  the  primitive 
and  purer  rites  of  divine  worfliip,  retaining  only  the 
notion  of  one  deity ;  to  which  fucceeding  generations 
added  others :  for  men  took  their  degrees  in  thofe 
ages  from  conquerors  to  gods.  Reveladon  being 
thus  eclipfed  to  ahnoft  all  mankind,  the  li^t  of  na- 
ture as  the  next  in  dignity  ^^  fubftituted ;  and  tiiat 
is  it  whicli  St  Paul  conclvj  jgs  to  be  the  rule  of  tlie 
heathens,  and  by  whici^  i.  «  9f^  hereafter  to  be 
■   '     '      "        "     'ofitiCiw^       IVUC'  then  the  confe- 
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alfo  true ;  namely,  that  Deifnii  or  the  principles  of 
natural  worlhip,  are  only  the  fiednt  remnants  or  dying 
flames  of  revealed  religion  in  the  pofterity  of  Noah : 
and  that  our  modem  philoibphers,  nay  and  fome  of 
our  i^loibphifing  divines  have  too  much  exalted  the 
faculties  of  our  fouls,  when  they  have  maintained 
tiiat  by  their  force,  mankind  has  been  able  to  find 
out  that  there  is  one  fupreme  agent  or  intellectual 
being  which  we  call  God :  that  praife  and  prayer  are 
his  due  worihip ;  and  the  reft  of  thofe  deducements, 
which  I  am  confident  are  the  remote  effefi:s  of  reve- 
lation/ and  unattainable  by  our  difcourfe,  I  mean  as 
fimply  confidered,  and  without  the  benefit  of  divine 
illumination.  So  that  we  have  not  lifted  up  ourfelves 
to  God,  by  the  weak  pinions  of  our  reaibn,  but  he 
has  been  pleafed  to  defcend  to  us ;  and  what  Socrates 
faid  of  him,  what  Plato  writ,  and  the  reft  of  the  hea- 
then philofophers  of  feveral  nations,  is  aU  no  more 
than  the  twilight  of  revelation,  after  the  fun  of  it  was 
fet  in  the  race  of  Noah.  That  there  is  ibmething 
above  us,  fome  principle  of  motion,  our  reaibn  can 
apprehend,  though  it  cannot  difcover  what  it  is  by 
Its  own  virtue.  And  indeed  'tis  very  improbable, 
that  we,  who  by  the  fu^ngth  of  Our  faculties  cannot 
enter  into  the  knowledge  of  any  Being,  not  fo  much 
as  of  our  own,  ihould  be  able  to  find  out  by  them, 
that  fupreme  nature,  which  we  cannot  oUierwife  de- 
fine than  by  faying  it  is  infinite;  as  if  infinite  were 
definable,  or  infinity  a  fubjeft  for  our  narrow  under- 
flanding.  They  who  would  prove  religion  by  reafoi^ 
do  but  weaken  the  caufe  which  they  endeavour  to 
fupport,  tt  is  to  take  away  the  pillars  firom  our 
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fiedth,  and  to  prop  it  only  i^itb  a  twig ;  it  is  to  de&gn 
a  tower  like  that  of  Babel,  which  if  it  were  poffible, 
as  ft  b  not,  to  reach  heaveiii  would  come  to  nothing 
by  the  oonfiifion  of  the  workmen.  For  every  man  is 
buildii^  a  feveral  way ;  impotently  conceited  of  his 
own  model  and  his.own  materials :  reaibn  is  always 
ftrivin^  and  always  at  a  lois ;  and  of  neceffity  it 
muft  fo  come  to  paisi  while  it  is  exercifed  about  that 
which  is  not  its  own  proper  objed;.  Let  us  be  con* 
tent  at  lait  to  know  God  by  his  own  methods ;  at 
leaity  fo  much  of  him  as  he  is  pleafed  to  rereal  to  us 
in  the  facred  Scriptures :  to  apprehend  them  to  be 
the  word  of  God  is  all  our  reafim  has  to  do ;  for  all 
beycxid  it  is  the  work  of  faith,  which  is  the  feal  of 
heaven  imprefled  upon  our  human  underftanding. 

And  now  for  what  concerns  the  holy  biihop  Athan- 
afius,  the  preface  o£  whofe  creed  feems  inconfiftent 
with  my  opinion ;  which  is,  that  heathens  may  poffi* 
biy  be  faved :  in  the  firft  place  I  defire  it  may  be 
confidered  that  it  is  the  pre&ce  only,  not  the  creed 
itfelf,  which,  till  I  am  better  informed,  is  of  too 
bard. a  dige&ion  for  my  charity.  Tis  not  that  I  am 
ignorant  how  many  feveral  texts  of  Scripture  ts&aor 
ingly  fupport  that  caufe ;  but  neither  am  I  ignoraitf 
how  all  thofe  texts  may  receive  a  kinder,  and  more 
mollified  interpretation.  Every  man  who  is  read  in 
Church  hiftory,  knows  that  belief  was  drawn  up  after 
a  long  contefiation  with  Arius,  concerning  the  divi- 
nity of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  and  his  bemg  one  fub* 
ibmoe  with  the  Father ;  and  that  thus  compiled  it  was 
Cent  abroad  among  the  Chriiiian  Churches,  as  a  kind 
of  teft,  which  whofoever  took  was  looked  on, as  an 
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orthodox  believer.  It  is  nianifeft  from  hence,  that 
the  heathen  part  of  t|;ie  empire  was  not  concerned  in 
it ;  for  its  bufinefs  was  not  to  diftinguiih  betwixt  Pa- 
gans and  Cbriftians,  but  betwixt  Heretics  and  true 
Believers.  This,  well  confidered,  takes  off  the 
heavy  weight  of  cenfure,  which  I  would  willingly 
avoid,  from  fo  venerable  a  man ;  for  if  this  propor- 
tion, '  whoibever  will  be  faved,'  be  retrained  only  to 
thofe  to  whom  it  was  intended,  and  for  whom  it  was 
compofed,  I  mean  the  Chriftians ;  then  the  anathema 
reaches  not  the  Heathens,  who  had  never  heard  of 
Chrill,  and  were  nothing  interefted  in  that  difpute. 
After  all  I  am  far  from  blaming  even  that  prefatory 
addition  to  the  creed,  and  as  far  from  cavilling  at  the 
continuation  of  it  in  the  liturgy  of  the  Church,  where 
on  the  days  appointed  it  is  publicly  read  :  for  I  fup- 
pofe  there  is  the  fame  reafon  for  it  now,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Socinians,  as  there  was  then  againft  the 
Arians ;  the  one  being  a  .Herefy,  which  feems  to 
have  been  refined  out  of  the  other ;  and  with  how 
much  more  plaulibility  of  reafon  it  combats  our  reli- 
^on,  with  fo  much  more  caution  to  be  avoided  :  and 
tiierefore  the  prudence  of  our  Church  is  to  be  com- 
mended, which  has  interpofed  her  authority  for  the 
recommendation  of  this  creed.  Yet  to  fuch  as  are 
grounded  in  the  true  belief,  thofe  explanatory  creeds, 
the  Nicene  and  this  of  Athanafius,  might  perhaps 
be  fpared ;  for  what  is  fupiematural,  will  always  be 
a  myliery  in  fpight  of  expofition,  and  for  my  own 
part,  the  plain  Apoftles'  creed  is  moft  fuitable  to  my 
weak  underftanding,  as  the  fimpleft  diet  is  the  moft 
eafyofdigeftion. 
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I  have  dwelt  longer  on  this  fubjefb  than  I  intend^* 
ed,  smd  longer  than  perhaps  I  ought ;  for  having 
laid  down,  as  my  foundation,  that  the  Scripture  is  a 
rule ;  that  in  all  things  needful  to  falvation  it  is  clear, 
fafficient,  and  ordained  by  God  Almighty  for  that 
purpofey  I  have  left  myfelf  no  right  to  interpret  ob« 
(cure  places,  fuch  as  concern  the  pollibility  of  eternal 
happinefs  to  heathens :  becaufe  whatfoever  is  ob- 
icure  is  concluded  not  necefiary  to  be  known. 

But,  by  aflerting  the  Scripture  to  be  the  canon  of 
our  faith,  I  have  unavoidably  created  to  myfelf  two 
forts  of  enemies :  the  Papifts  indeed,  more  dired^ly, 
becaufe  they  have  kept  the  Scripture  from  us  what 
they  could ;  and  have  referved  to  themfelves  a  right 
of  interpreting  what  they  have  delivered  under  the 
pretence  of  infallibility :  and  the  Fanatics  more  col* 
laterally,  becaufe  they  have  affumed  what  amounts 
to  an  infallibility,  in  the  private  fpirit :  and  have  de- 
torted  thofe  texts  of  Scripture  which  are  not  necef« 
fary  to  falvation,  to  die  damnable  ufes  of  fedition, 
difturbance,  and  deftru&ion  of  the  civil  government 
To  begin  with  the  Papifts^  and  to  fpeak  freely,  I 
think  them  the  lefs  dangerous,  at  leait  hi  appearance 
to  our  prefent  date,  for  not  only  the  penal  laws  are 
in  force  againft  them,  and  their  number  is  contempt 
tible ;  but  alfo  their  peerage  and  commons  are  ex- 
cluded from  parliament,  and  confequemly  thofe  laws 
m  no  probability  of  being  repealed.  A  general  and 
uninterrupted  plot  of  their  Clergy,  ever  fince  the  Re- 
formation, I  fuppofe  all  Proteftants  believe ;  for  it 
is  not  reafonable  to  tljink  but  that  (b  many  of  their  or- 
ders, as  were  euted  from  ^eir  fat  pofleflions,  would 


S78  PREFACE. 

endeavour  a  re-entrance  againil  thofe  irbom  they  ac* 
count  heretics.  As  for  the  late  defign,  Mr.  Cole- 
nian's  letters,  for  ou^t  I  know,  are  the  beft  evi« 
dence ;  and  what  they  difcover,  without  wire-draw« 
lag  their  fenfe,  or  malicious  gloffes,  all  men  of  rea« 
ion  conclude  credible.  If  there  be  any  thing  more 
than  this  required  of  me,  I  mud  believe  it  as  well  as 
I  am  able,  in  fpight  of  the  witnefles,  and  out  of  a 
decent  conformity  to  the  votes  of  parliament ;  for  I 
ibppofe  the  Fanatics  will  not  allow  the  private  ipirit 
in  this  cafe.  Here  the  infallibility  is  at  leaft  in  one 
part  of  the  government;  and  our  underftandings  as. 
well  as  our  wills  are  reprefented.  But  to  return  to 
the  Roman  Catholics,  how  can  we  be  fecure  from 
the  pradice  of  Jefuited  Papiits  in  that  religion  ?  For 
not  two  or  three  of  that  order,  as  (bme  of  them 
would  impofe.upon  us,  but  almoft  the  whole  body  of 
them  are  of  opinion,  that  their  infallible  mafier  has  a 
right  over  kings,  not  only  in  fpirituals  but  temporals. 
Not  to  name  Mariana,  Bellarmine,  Emanuel  Sa, 
MoUna,  Santarel,  Simancha,  and  at  leaft  twenty 
Others  of  foreign  countries ;  we  can  produce  (^  our 
own  nation,  Campian,  and  Doleman  or  Parfons,  be* 
fides  many  are  named  whom  I  have  not  read,  who  all 
of  diem  atteft  this  dodrine,  that  the  Pope  can  de- 
pofe  and  give  away  the  right  of  any  fovereign  prince^ 
fi  vel  paukm  defkxerity  if  he  ihall  never  fo  little  warp : 
but  if  he  once  comes  to  be  excommunicated,  then 
the  bond  of  obedience  is  taken  off  from  fubjeds ;  and 
they  may  and  ought  to  drive  him  like  another  Nebu- 
chadnezzar, ex  hominutn  Chri/iianorum  domkuau, 
from  eaerclfing  dominion  over  Chciftians ;  and  to 


PREFACE.  379 

this  they  are  bound  by  virtue  of  divine  precept,  and 
by  all  the  ties  of  confcience  under  no  lefs  penalty 
than  damnation.  If  they  anfwer  me,  as  a  learned 
prieft  has  lately  written,  that  this  do6brine  of  the  Je^ 
fuits  is  not  de  fide ;  and  that  confequently  they  ar6 
not  obliged  by  it,  they  muft  pardon  me,  if  I  think 
they  have  (aid  nothing  to  the  purpofe ;  for  it  is  a 
tnaxim  in  their  Church,  where  points  of  faith  are  not 
decided,  and  that  do£lors  are  of  contrary  opinionsfj 
they  may  follow  which  part  they  pleafe ;  but  more 
fafely  the  moft  received  and  moft  authorized.  And 
their  champion  Bellarmine  has  told  the  world,  in  fais 
apology,  that  the  king  of  England  is  a  vaifal  to  the 
Pope,  ratione  direBi  dominii^  and  that  he  holds  in 
villanage  of  his  Roman  landlord.  Which  is  no  neir 
claim  put  in  for  England.  Our  chronicles  are  his 
authentic  witnefies,  that  king  John  was  depofed  by 
the  fame  plea,  and  Philip  Auguftus  admitted  tenant. 
And  which  makes  the  more  for  Bellarmine,  the 
French  king  was  again  ejefted  when  our  king  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Church,  and  the  crown  received  under 
the  fordid  condition  of  a  vaflalage. 

It  is  not  fufBcient  for  the  more  moderate  and  well- 
meaning  Papifts,  of  which  I  doubt  not  there  are 
many,  to  produce  the  evidences  of  their  loyalty  to 
jthe  late  king,  and  to  declare  their  innocency  in  this 
plot :  I  will  grant  their  behaviour  in  the  firft,  to  have 
been  as  loyal  and  as  brave  as  they  defire ;  and  will 
be  willing  to  hold  them  excufed  as  to  the  fecond,  I 
mean  when  it  comes  to  my  turn,  and  after  my  bet- 
ters ;  for  it  is  a  madnefs  to  be  fober  alone,  while  the 
nation  continues  drunk :  but  that  faying  of  their  fa- 
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ther  Cref.  is  ftill  running  in  my  head,  that  they  may 
be  difpenfed  with  in  their  obedience  to  an  heretic 
prince,  while  the  necefiity  of  the  times  ihall  oblige 
them  to  it :  for  that,  as  another  of  them  tells  us,  is 
only  the  effed;  of  Chriftian  prudence ;  but  when  once 
they  ihall  get  power  to  Ihake  him  off,  an  heretic  is  no 
lawful  king,  and  confequently  to  rife  againfi  him  is 
no  rebellion.  I  fliould  be  glad,  therefore,  that  they 
would  follow  the  advice  which  was  charitably  g^ivec^ 
them  by  a  reverend  prelate  of  our  Church  ;  namely, 
that  they  would  join  in  a  public  acb  of  difowning  and 
detefting  thofe  Jefuitic  prmciples ;  and  fubfcribe  to 
all  do6brines  which  deny  the  Pope's  authority  of  de- 
pofing  kings,  and  releafing  fubje^  from  their  oath 
of  allegiance :  to  which  I  (liould  think  they  might 
eafily  be  induced,  if  it  be  true  that  this  prefent  Pope 
has  condemned  the  do3:rine  of  king-killing,  a  thefis 
of  the  Jefuits,  amongft  others,  er  cathedra^  as  they 
call  it,  or  in  open  confiftory. 

Leaving  them  therefore  in  fo  fair  a  way,  if  they 
pleafe  themfelves,  of  fatisfying  all  reafonable  men  of 
their  fincerity  and  good  meaning  to  the  government, 
I  fhall  make  bold  to  confider  that  other  extreme  of 
our  religion,  I  mean  the  Fanatics,  or  Schifmatics,  of 
the  Engliih  Church.  Since  the  Bible  has  been  traa* 
flated  into  our  tongue,  they  have  ufed  it  (b,  as  if 
their  bulinefs  was  not  to  be  faved  but  to  be  damned 
by  its  contents.  If  we  confider  only  them,  better 
had  it  been  for  the  Engliih  nation,  that  it  had  fiili 
remained  in  the  original  Greek  and  Hebrew,  or  at 
leaii  inthe  honeil  Latin  of  St.  Jerome,  than  that  ie« 
veral  texts  in  it  ihould  have  been  prevaricated  to  the 
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deftruiiion  of  that  government,  which  put  it  into  fo 
ungrateful  hands. 

How  many  herelies  the  firft  tranflation  of  Tindal 
produced  in  few  years,  let  my  lord  Herbert's  hiftory 
of  Henry  the  Eighth  inform  you ;  infomuch,  that  for 
the  grofs  errors  in  it,  and  the  great  mifchiefs  it  oc- 
cafioned,  a  fentence  pafled  on  the  firft  edition  of  the 
Bible,  too  fliameful  almoft  to  be  repeated.  After 
the  (hort  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  who  had  conti- 
nued to  carry  on  the  Reformation  on  other  principles 
than  it  was  begun,  every  one  knows  that  not  only 
the  chief  promoters  of  that  work,  but  many  others, 
whofe  confciences  would  not  difpenfe  with  Popery, 
were  forced,  for  fear  of  perfecution,  to  diange  cli- 
mates :  from  whence  returning  at  the  beginning  of 
queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  many  of  them  who  had  been 
in  France,  and  at  Geneva,  brought  back  the  rigid 
opinions  and  imperious  difcipline  of  Calvin,  to  graft 
upon  our  Reformation.  Which,  though  they  cun* 
ningly  concealed  at  firft,  as  well  knowing  how  naufe- 
oully  that  drug  would  go  down  in  a  lawful  Monarchy, 
which  was  prefcribed  for  a  rebellious  Common- 
wealth, yet  they  always  kept  it  in  referve ;  and  were 
iiever  wanting  to  themfelves  either  in  court  or  par- 
liament, when  either  they  had  any  profped;  of  a  nu- 
merous party  of  fanatic  members  of  the  one,  or  the 
encouragement  of  any  favourite  in  the  other,  whofe 
covetoufnefs  was  gaping  at  the  patrimony  of  the 
Church.  They  who  will  confult  the  works  of  our  ve- 
nerable Hooker,  or  the  account  of  his  life,  or  more 
particulai'ly  the  letter  written  to  him  on  this  fubjef^ 
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liy  George  Cranmer^  may  fee  by  what  gradations 
they  proceeded ;  from  the  diilike  of  cap  and  fur- 
l^ice,  the  very  next  ftep  was  admonitions  to  the  par- 
liament againft  the  whole  government  ecclefiaitical : 
(ben  came  out  volumes  in  Englifh  and  Latin  in  de- 
fence of  their  tenets :  and  immediately  pra6bice$ 
were  fet  on  foot  to  ereCt  their  difcipline  without  au- 
tbori^.  Thofe  not  fucceeding,  &tire  and  railing  was 
the  next :  and  Martin  Mar-prelate,  the  Marvel  of 
iimte  times,  was  the  firft  preibyterian  fcribler^  who 
fim£iified  libels  and  fcurrility  to  the  ufe  of  the  good 
old  cauie.  Which  was  done,  fays  my  author,  upon 
this  account ;  that  their  (erious  treatifes  having  been 
ittUy  anfwered  and  refuted,  they  might  compds  by 
railing  what  they  had  loft  by  reafoning ;  and,  when 
their  cauie  was  funk  in  court  and  parliament,  they 
inight  at  leaft  hedge  in  a  fiake  amongft  the  rabble : 
lor  to  their  ignorance  all  things  are  wit  which  are 
abufive;  but  if  Church  and  State  were  made  the 
theme,  then  the  do£koral  degree  of  wit  was  to  be 
taken  at  Billingfgate :  even  the  moft  faintlike  of  the 
party,  Uiough  they  durft  not  excuie  this  contempt 
and  vilifying  of  the  government,  yet  were  pleafed, 
and  grinned  at  it  with  a  pious  fmile ;  and  called  it  a 
judgment  of  God  againft  the  hierarchy.  Thus  fedar 
rifis,  we  may  fee,  were  born  with  teeth,  foul-mouth- 
ed and  fcurrilous  from  their  infancy :  and  if  fpiri- 
tual  pride,  venom,  violence,  contempt  of  fuperiors, 
and  flaoder,  had  been  the  marks  of  orthodox  belief; 
the  preibytery  and  the  reft  of  our  fchifinatics,  which 
are  their  fpawn,  were  always  the  moft  viiible  church 
in  the  Chriftian  world. 
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It  is  true,  the  government  was  too  Itrong  at  that 
time  for  a  jpebellion ;  but  to  ihew  what  proficiency 
they  had  made  in  Calvin's  fchool,  even  then  their 
mouths  watered  at  it :  for  two  of  their  gifted  bro- 
therhood, Hacket  and  Coppinger,  as  the  ilory  telb 
us,  got  up  into  a  peafc-cart,  and  harangued  the  peo- 
ple, to  difpofe  them  to  an  infurrecHon,  and  to  efla- 
bliih  their  difcipline  by  force :  fo  that  however  it 
comes  about,  that  now  they  celebrate  queen  Elizar 
beth's  birthHiight,  as  that  of  their  faint  and  patron- 
eb ;  yet  then  they  were  for  doing  the  work  of  the 
Lord  by  arms  againft  her ;  and  in  all  probability 
they  wanted  but  a  fanatic  lord  mayor  and  two  iheriffii 
of  their  party,  to  have  compaiSed  it 

Our  venerable  Hooker,  after  many  admonitsoos 
which  he  had  given  them,  towards  the  end  of  his  pr^ 
face,  breaks  out  into  this  prophetic  fpeech :  **  There 
"  is  in  every  one  of  thefe  confiderations  moft  juft 
^^  caufe  to  fear,  left  our  haftinefs  ta  embrace  a  thing 
'^  of  jib  perilous  coofequence,"  (meaning  the  {Mrelby*- 
terian  difcipline,)  ^^flxould  caufe  pofterity  to  feel 
^*  thofe  evils,  which  as  yet  are  more  eafy  for  qs  td 
**  prevent,  than  they  would  be  for  them  toremedy*** 

How  fatally  this  Caflandra  has  foretold  we  know 
too  well  by  (ad  experience :  the  feeds  were  ibwn  in 
the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  bloody  harveft  ri«* 
pened  b  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  Martyr :  and 
becaufe  all  the  (heaves  could  not  be  carried  off  wttb« 
out  (hedding  fome  of  the  loofe  grains,  another  crop 
is  too  like  to  follow ;  nay,  I  fear  it  is  unavoidable  iif 
the  conventiders  be  permitted  ftill  to  fcatten 
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A  man  may  be  fuffered  to  quote  an  adveHary  to 
our  religion,  when  be  fpeaks  truth  :  and  it  is  the  ob* 
fervation  of  Maimbourg,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Calvinilin, 
that  wherever  that  difcipline  was  planted  and  em- 
braced, rebellion,  civil  war,  and  mifery,  attended 
it  And  how  indeed  Ihould  it  happen  otherwife  ? 
Reformation  of  Church  and  State  has  always  been 
the  ground  of  our  divifions  in  England.  While  we 
were  Papifts,  our  holy  father  rid  us,  by  pretending 
authority  out  of  the  Scriptures  to  depofe  princes ; 
when  we  fliook  off  his  authority,  the  fed;arie8  fur- 
niibed  themfelves  with  the  fame  weapons ;  and  out 
of  the  fame  magazine,  the  Bible  :  fb  that  the  Scrip- 
tures, which  are  in  themfelves  the  greateft  fecurity 
of  governors,  as  commanding  exprefs  obedience  to 
them,  are  now  turned  to  their  deftrudion ;  and  ne- 
ver fince  the  Reformation,  has  there  wanted  a  text  of 
their  interpreting  to  authorize  a  rebeU  And  it  b  to 
be  noted  by  the  way,  that  the  doftrines  of  king-kill- 
ing and  depoiing,  which  have  been  taken  up  only  by 
the  worft  party  of  the  Papifts,  the  moft  frontleis  flat- 
terers of  the  Pope's  authority,  have  been  efpoufed, 
defended,  and  are  (till  maintained  by  the  whole  body 
of  Nonconformifts  and  republicans.  It  is  but  dub- 
bing themfelves  the  people  of  God,  which  it  is  the  in- 
tereit  of  their  preachers  to  tell  them  they  are,  and 
their  own  intereft  to  believe ;  and  after  that,  they 
cannot  dip  into  the  Bible,  but  one  text  or  another 
will  turn  up  for  their  purpofe :  if  they  are  under  per- 
fecution,  as  they  call  it,  then  that  is  a  mark  of  their 
election ;  if  they  flouriih,  then  God  works  miracles 
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ibr  their  deliverance,  and  the  faints  are  to  poflefs  th4 
earth. 

They  may  think  themfelves  to  be  too  roughly 
handled  in  thift  paper ;  but  I,  who  know  beft  how  far 
I  could  have  gone  On  thig  fubjeft,  muft  be  bdd  to 
tell  them  they  are  ipared :  though  at  the  fame  time  I 
am  not  ignorant  that  they  interpret  the  mildneis  of  a 
writer  to  them,  as  they  do  the  mercy  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  in  the  one  they  think  it  fear^  and  conclude  it 
weaknefs  in  the  other.  The  beft  way  for  them  to 
confute  me  is,  as  I  before  advifed  the  Papifts,  to 
difclaim  their  principles  and  renounce  their  pra6lices. 
We  fhall  all  be  glad  to  think  them  true  Englifhmen 
when  they  obey  the  King,  and  true  Proteftants  when 
they  conform  to  the  Church-difcipline. 

It  remains  that  I  acquaint  the  reader,  that  thefe 
verfes  were  written  for  an  ingenious  young  gentleman 
my  friend,  upon  his  tranflation  of  The  Critical  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Old  Teftament,  compofed  by  the  learned 
father  Simon :  the  verfes  therefore  are  addrefied  to 
the  tranllator  of  that  work,  and  the  fiyle  of  them  is^ 
what  it  ought  to  be,  epiftolary. 

If  any  one  be  fo  lamentable  a  critic  as  to  require 
the  fmoothnefs,  the  numbers,  and  the  turn  of  heroic 
poetry  in  this  poem ;  I  muft  tell  him,  that  if  he  has 
not  read  Horace,  I  have  ftudied  him,  and  hope  the 
ftyle  of  his  epiftles  is  not  ill  imitated  here.  The  ex- 
preffions  of  a  poem  deiigned  purely  for  inftruftion, 
ought  to  be  plain  and  natural,  and  yet  majeftic ;  for 
here  the  poet  is  prefumed  to  be  a  kind  of  lawgiver, 
and  thofe  three  qualities  which  I  have  named^   are 
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proper  to  the  legiflative  ftyle.  The  florid,  elevated 
and  figurative  way  is  for  the  paffions ;  for  love  and 
hatred,  fear  and  anger,  are  begotten  in  the  foul,  by 
(hewing  their  objeCb  out  of  their  true  proportion,  ei- 
ther greater  than  the  life  or  lefs  :  but  infirudion  is 
to  be  given  by  (hewing  them  what  they  naturally  are. 
A  man  is  to  be  cheated  into  pafli<xi|  but  to  be  rea- 
Ibned  mto  truth. 


_ 
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XJIM  as  the  borrowed  beams  of  moon  and 

fiars 
To  lonely,  weary,  wandering  travellers. 
Is  Reafon  to  the  foul :  and  as  on  high, 
Thofe  rolling  fires  difeover  but  the  iky. 
Not  light  us  here ;  fo   Reafon's  glimmering 

ray  sf 

Was  lent,  not  to  aifure  our  doubtful  way, 
But  guide  us  upward  to  a  better  day. 
And  as  thofe  nightly  tapers  difappear^ 
When  day's  bright  lord  afcends  our    hemi- 

fphere ; 

Ver.  5.  '  Htc/m/i  gUmmermg  ray]  If  man  was  really 
corrupted,  and  had  loft  in  great  meafure  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  religion  of  nature ;  then,  the  expediency  and  the  ufeful- 
nefs  of  a  revelation  was  not  the  lefs,  merely  becaufe  reafen, 
if  rightly  exerdied,  (and  it  was  not)  was  capable  of  difcovering 
all  the  neceffiiiy  principles  of  morality  :  nay,  indeed,  tlie  ad- 
vantage of  revelation  is  as  evident,  as  it  would  have  been,  if 
men  were  adually  and  unavoidably  ignorant  of  the  sreat  truths 
of  religion.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

c  c  2 
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So  pale  grows  Reafon  at  Religion's  fight ;        lo 
So  dies,  and  fo  diflblves  in  fupernatural  light. 
Some  few,  whofe  lamp  (hone   brighter,  have 

been  led 
From  caufe  to  caufe,  to  nature's  fecret  head  ; 
And  found  that  one  firft  principle  muft  be : 
But  what,  or  who,  that  univeasal  He;  is 
Whether  fome  foul  incompafiing  this  ball. 
Unmade,  unmov'd  ;  yet  making,  moving  all ; 
Or  various  atoms'  interfering  dance 
Leap'd  into  form^  the  noble  work  of  chance; 
Or  this  great  all  was  from  eternity ;  20 

Not  ev^n  the  Sta^irite  himfelf  could  fee; 
And  Epicurus  guef^'d  ^  well  as  he : 


Ver.  15.    that  ufdvcrjal  He  ;'\    In  the  valoable  and 

curious  tranflations  lately  given  us  from  the  Sanfl^reet  lan- 
guage, we  find  man^  wonderful  and  fublime  defcriptions  of  the 
Deity,  particularly  in  the  Baghvat-Geeta,  an  epiibde  in  the 
Mahabarat,  a  poem  of  the  higjbeft  antiquity  in  India;  when  arc 
the  following  words ;  pages  9^  and  $5^  tranflated  by  Mr.  WiU 
kins. 

.  **  O  mighty  being,''  fays  Arjoon,  ^^  who  art  the  prime  Crea- 
tor, eternal  God  of  gods,  the  world's  manfion.  Thou  art  the 
incorruptible  being,  dillindt  from  all  things  tranfient.  Thou 
art  before  all  gods,  the  ancient  Poorofii  and  the  fupreme  fup- 
porter  of  the  univerfe.  Thou  knoweft  all  things,  and  art  wor* 
thy  to  be  ^nown ;  thoH  ^^  ^^  fupreme  oaBfion,  and  hjF  thee, 
O  infinite  forna^  the  uuiverfe  was  fpread  abroad.  ReTen*nce  be 
.unto  thee  before  and  behind;  reverence  be  unto  thee  on  aU 
fides :  O  thou  who. art  all  in  all.  Infinite  is  thy  power  and  th^ 
glory*  Thou  art.  the  father  of  all  things,  aniinate  and  iDaot- 
mj^t^'*  Dr.  h  Wa&tov. 

**  Opinions  of  the  feveral  feds  of  philofophers  concerning  the 
Jkmmum  btmum*    Marginal  NotCy  orig,  edit. 
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As  blindly  grop'd  they  for  a  future  fiate ; 

As  raihly  judged  of  providence  and  fate : 

But  leaft  of  all  could  their  endeavours  find  *  35 

What  moii  concerned  the  good  of  human  kind : 

For  happinefs  vtras  never  to  be  found ; 

But  vaniih'd  from  'em  like  enchanted  ground. 

One  thought  Content  the  good  to  be  enjoyed : 

This  every  little  accident  deftroy'd  :    t.  so 

The  wilier  madman  did  for  Virtue  toil : 

A  thorny  or  at  beft  a  barren  foil : 

In  Pleafure  fome  their  glutton  fouls  v^iwld' 

fteep; 
But  found  their  line  too  ihort,  the  well  too 

deep; 
And  leaky  vefTels  which  no  blifs  could  keep. 
Thus  anxious  thoughts  in  endlefs  circles  roll,  36 
Without  a  centre  where  to  fix  the  foul : 
In  this  wild  maze  their  vain  endeavours  end : 
How  can  the  lefs  the  greater  comprehend  ? 
Or  finite  reafon  reach  Infinity  ?  4o 

For  what  could  fathom  God  were  more  than 

He. 
The    Deift  thinks    he    ftands    on    firmer 

ground  * ; 
Cries  w^iKccj  the  mighty  fecret^s  found : 

•  Syftem  of  Deifm,    Margihal  Note,  orig.  edit. 

*  Ver.  42.     The  Deift  tMnks]  To  a  ferious  and  religious  deift, 

who  fhould  fay,  he  cannot  embrace  Chriftialtiity,  on  account  of 

the  many  difficulties  and  feeming  abfurdities  with  which  it  is 

overloaded,  we  might  furely  reply — ^firft,  Are  you  certain  that 
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God  is  that  fpring  of   good;    fupreme  and 

beft  ; 
Wc  made  to  ferve,  and  in  that  fervice  bleft ;  45 
If  fo,  fome  rules  of  worftiip  muft  be  given, 
Diftributed  alike  to  all  by  Heaven  : 
Elfe  God  were  partial,  and  to  fome  den y'd 
The  means  his  juftice  (hould  for  all  provide. 
This  general  wor(hipisto  praise  and  peat  : 
One  part  to  borrow  bleffings,  one  to  pay ;      51 
And  when  frail  nature  Aides  into  offence^ 
The  facrifice  for  crimes  is  penitence. 
Yet  iince  the  efTefls  of  providence,  we  find, 
Are  variottfly  difpens'd  to  human  kind ;  55 

That  vice  triumphs,  and  virtue  fufiers  here, 
A  brand  that  (bvereign  juftice  cannot  bear ; 
Our  reafon  prompts  us  to  a  future  ftate : 
The  laft  appeal  from  fortune  and  from  fate : 


tbefc  fecming  abfurditics  ftrc  the  true  and  genuine  doStrines  of 
Chriftiauity,  and  not  added  to  it  by  fantaftic  and  fiiin&tical  com* 
mentators ;  and  fecoudly,  Are  there  no  fuch  difficulties  and  ab-; 
AiFdities  as  you  complain  of  in  revelation,  to  be  found  alfo  in 
deifra  ?  What  can  you  fay,  of  an  uncaufed  caufe  of  every 
thing?  of  a  being  who  has  no  relation  to  time  or  fpace?  of  a 
being  wbofe  infinite  goodnefs  Ifty  dormant  for  fo  many  ages  } 
and>  as  Milton  fays,  who  built  io  late  ?  How  do  you  reconcile 
omnifcience  and  prefcience  with  the  contingency  and  freedom 
of  the  human  will  ?  How  will  you  fully  and  adequately  account 
for  the  intro^udlion  and  exigence  of  moral  and  natural  evil,  un- 
der the  government  of  a  being  infinitely  powerful,  good  and 
vrife  i  What  clear  ideas  have  you  on  thefe  fubjo^  ?  If  you  re- 
jed  Chriftianity  on  the  fcore  of  the  diffipuUies  which  you  com^ 
plain  ofy  you  ought,  to  ad  confidently,  torejed  deifm  alfo. 

Dr.  J.  Waetok. 
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Where  God's  all-righteous  ways  will  be  de- 
clared ;  60 
The  bad  meet  puniihment,  the  good  reward. 
Thus  man  by  his  own  ftrength  to  heaven 
would  foar  * : 
And  would  not  be  obligM  to  God  for  more. 
Vain^  wretched  creature,  how  art  thou  milled 
To  think  thy  wit  thefe  god-like  notions  bred !  65 
Thefe  truths  are  not  the  produ6l  of  thy  mind. 
But  dropt  from  Heaven,  and  of  a  nobler  kind. 
Reveard  Religion  firft  informM  thy  fight, 
And  Reafon  fdw  not,    till  Faith  fprung  the 

light. 
Hence  all  thy  natural  worfhip  takes  the  fource : 
T\s  revelation  what  thou  think'ft  difcourfe.    71 
£lfe  how  com'ft  thou  to  fee  thefe  truths  fo 

clear, 
Which  fo  obfcure  to  Heathens  did  appear  ? 
Not  Plato  thefe,  nor  Ariftotle  found : 
Nor  he  whofe  wifdom  oracles  renownM-f*.       73 
Haft  thou  a  wit  (b  deep,  or  fo  fublime. 
Or  canft  thou  lower  dive,  or  higher  climb  ? 
Canft  thou  by  reafon  more  of  Godhead  know 
Than  Plutarch,  Seneca,  or  Cicero  ? 

*  Of  revealed  religion.    Marginal  N^te^  orig.  edit, 
t  Socrates.    Marginal  Note,  orig.  «dit. 

Ver.  76.    Hajt  thou  a  mtfo  deep^  arfofubUme^ 

Or  can^  thou  lower  dnCj  or  higher  climhf 
Canft  thou  by  req/on  more  of  Godhead  know  ^c] 

Although,  in  the  manner  of  thef«  iuterrogationsy  Diyden  has 
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Thofe  giant  mU  in  happier  ages  born,  so 

(When  arms  and  arts  did  Greece  and  Rome 

adorn,) 
Knew  no  foch  fyflem:    no   fuch  piles  could 

raife 
Of  natural  worlhip,  built  on  prayer  Md  praife 
To  one  fole  God* 

Nor  did  remorfe  to  expiate  iin  prefcribe :         85 
But  flew  their  feUow-^creatures  for  a  bribe  : 
The  guiltlefs  vidim  groaa'd  for  their  offence ; 
And  cruelty  and  blood  wa3  penitence. 
If  iheep  and  oxen  could  atone  for  men. 
Ah !  at  how  cheap  a  rate  the  rich  might  fin !     90 
And  great  oppreffors  might  Heaven's  wrath  be« 

guile, 
By  offering  his  own  creatures  for  a  ipoil ! 

Dar'ft  thou,  poor  worm,  offend  Infinity  ? 
And  muft  the  termtt  of!  peace  be  given  by  thee? 
Then  thou  art  Juftice  in  the  lafi  appeal ;       95 
Thy  eafy  God  inftruds  thee  to  rebel : 
And,  like  a  king  remote,  and  weak»  muft  take 
What  fatiafa6iion  t^nou.  art  pleasM  to  make. 

obvioufly  borne  in  mind  the  fblcmn  language  of  Scripture,  it  is 
alfo  plain  that  in  his  apptication  of  it  he  has  detraidad  from  its 
grandeur  and  impreflivenefs.  From  the  conceit  of  the  poet  we 
turn  with  admiration  to  the  words  of  the  patriarch  :— '<  Canil 
thou  by  fearching  find  out  God  I  canft  thou  find  out  the  Al- 
mighty unto  perfedion  ?  It  i&  as  high  as  heaven ;  what  canft 
thou  do  ?  deeper  than  hell ;  what  canft  thou  know  V  Job  zi, 
7,  8.  Todd. 

Ver.  98.     What  faHrf9&ion\  '*  Though  by  the  light  of  natui^ 
U  was  indeed  exceeding  pjobable  40d  to  be  hoped  for»  th%t  God 
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But  if  there  be  a  power  too  jufl;  and  ftrong, 
To  wink  at  crimes,  and  bear  unpunifh'd  wrong; 
Look  humbly  upward,  fee  his  will  difclofe    loi 
The  forfeit  firft,  and  then  the  fine  impofe : 
A  mu]6l;  thy  poverty  could  never  pay. 
Had  not  eternal  wifdom  found  the  way : 
And  with  celeilial  wealth  fupply'd  thy  ftore:  105^ 
His  judice  makes  the  fine,  his  mercy  quits  the 

fcore. 
See  God  defcending  in  thy  human  frame  ; 
The  offended  fufiering  in  the  offender  s  name ; 
All  thy  mifdeeds  to  him  imputed  fee. 
And  all  his  rigbteoufnefs  devolved  on  thee.    110 
For  granting  we  have  finn'd,  and  that  the 

ofience 
Of  man,  is  made  againft  Omnipotence, 
Some  price  that  bears  proportion  muft  be  paid ; 
And  infinite  with  infinite  be  weighed. 
See  their  the  Deift  loft :  remorfe  for  vice,     115 
Not  paid ;  or  paid,  inadequate  in  price : 
What  farther  means  can  Reafon  now  diredl, 
Or  what  relief  from  human  wit  expe6);  ? 
That  fhews  us  fick ;  and  fadly  are  we  fure 
Still  to  be  fick,  till  Heaven  reveal  the  care :  130 


would  forgive  fin  upoa  trae  and  real  repentance ;  yet  it  could 
not  be  proved,  that  be  was  abfolutely  obliged  to  do  fo,  or  that 
he  would  certainly  do  fo.  Hence  arifes  the  importance,  utility, 
and  comfort  of  revelation.''  Dn  J.  Wa&tov. 
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If  then  Heaven's  will  mull  needs  be  underflood, 
(Which  muily  if  we  want  cure^  and  Heaven  be 

good,) 
Let  all  records  of  will  reveal'd  be  (hown ; 
With  Scripture  all  in  equal  balance  thrown^ 
And  our  one  facred  book  will  be  that  one.  1 25 
Proof  needs  not  here,  for  whether  we  com- 
pare 
That  impious,  idle,  fuperftitious  ware 
Of  rites,  luftrations,  offerings,  (which  before, 
In  various  ages,  various  countries  bore,)       129 
With  Chriflian  faith  and  virtues,  we  fliall  find 
None  anfwering  the  great  ends  of  human  kind. 
But  this  one  rule  of  life,  that  (hews  us  beft. 
How  God  may  be  appeas'd,  and  mortals  bIe(L 
Whether  from  length  of  time  its  worth  we  draw. 
The  world  is  fcarce  more  ancient  than  the  law : 
Heaven's  early  care  prefcrib'd  for  every  age;  156 
Fird,  in  the  foul,  and  after,  in  the  page. 
Or,  whether  more  abflra^dly  we  look. 
Or  on  the  writers,  or  the  written  book. 
Whence,  but  from  Heaven,  could  men  unfkiU 
led  in  arts,  uo 

In  feveral  ages  born,  in  feveral  parts, 
Weave  fuch  agreeing  truths  ?  or  how,  or  why. 
Should  all  conipire  to  cheat  us  with  a  lye  ? 
Unafk*d  their  pains,  ungrateful  their  advice. 
Starving  their  gain^     and  martyrdom    their 
price.  145 
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If  on  the  book  itfelf  we  caft  our  view. 
Concurrent  heathens  prove  the  ftory  true : 
The  do£trine,  miracles ;  which  muft  convince, 
For  Heavien  in  them  appeals  to  human  fenfe : 
And  though  they  prove  not,  they  confirm  thd 

caufe,  150 

When  what  is  taught  agrees  with  nature's  laws. 

Then  for  the  ftile,  majeilic  and  divine. 
It  fpeaks  no  lefs  than  God  in  every  line: 
Commanding  words ;  whofe  force  is  ftill  the  fame 
As  the  firll  fiat  that  produc'd  our  frame.       155 
All  faiths  befide,  or  did  by  arms  afcend ; 
Or   fenfe  indulged    has  made  mankind  their 

friend : 
This  only  do£irine  does  our  lufts  oppofe : 
Unfed  by  nature's  foil,  in  which  it  grows ; 
Crofs  to  our  interefts,  curbing  fenfe,  and  fin ;  160 
Opprefs'd  without,  and  undermined  within. 
It  thrives  through   pain;  it's  own  tormentors 

tires ; 
And  with  a  ftubborn  patience  ftill  afpires. 
To  what  can  Reafon  fucb  efFe6ts  affign 
Tranfcending  nature,  but  to  laws  divine  ?     165 

Ver.  162.    -* if  9  aam  tormentors  tires ;]     Origcn  %• 

clearly  and  decifively,  that  but  few  perfons  died  for  tbeir  faitk 
in  Chrift ;  a  paflage  that  of  itfelf  is  fufficient  to  (hew,  that  the 
Tiumber  of  martyrs  has  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and  confirms 
the  famous  opinion  of  Dodwell,  in  his  Dilibrt.  Cyprianica,  But 
Dodwell  b^  been  frequently  anfwered.         Pr^V.  Wa»toii% 


I 

I 
\ 
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Which  in  that  facred  volume  are  contiain'd ; 
Sufficient,  clear,  and  for  that  ufe  ordained. 

But  fiay :  the  deift  here  ^^ill  urge  anew  *, 
No  fupernatural  worftiip  can  be  true  : 
Becaufe  a  general  law  is  that  alone  170 

Which  muft  to  all,  and  every  where,  be  known  : 
A  ftile  fo  large  as  not  this  book  can  clsdm. 
Nor  ought  that  bears  revealed  religion's  name. 
Tis  faid  the  found  of  a  Meffiah's  birth 
Is  gone  through  all  the  habitable  earth :         175 
But  dill  that  text  muft  be  confined  alone 
To  what  was  then  inhabited,  and  known  : 
And  what  provifion  could  from  thence  accrue 
To  Indian  fouls,  and  worlds  difcover'd  new  ? 

•  Objeaion  of  tho  Deift.    M.  N.  Orig.  edit. 

Ver,  170.  Beca^^€  a  general  law]  The  objedlions,  which  are 
tuijle  enough,  that  are  urged  againft  Chriftianity,  from  the  want 
of  its  vniverf^Utiff  are  all  of  them  fully  aufwered  by  Latu^  in  hit 
"  Confiderations  on  the  Theory  of  Religion,"  and  by  that  cJofe 
feaibner,  Mr.  Soame  Jcntfnsy  in  his  "  Treatife  of  the  Origin  of 
Evil,"  p.  l58,  where  he  demonftrates  the  impoflibility  of  this 
univerfality  of  revelation  from  the  modes  of  exiibnce  of  all  hu* 
man  affairs.  Dr,  J.  Warton. 

ft 

Ver.  177.  To  what  was  then  inhabited^  The  whole  earth  it- 
felf  is  but  a  little  fpot,  that  bears  no  proportion  at  all  to  the 
liniverfe;  and  in  all  probability,  the  large  and  numberlels  orbe 
of  heaven  cannot  but  be  fuppofed  to  be  filled  with  beings  more 
capable  than  we  to  fhow  forth  the  praife  and  glory  of  their  Al- 
mighty Creator,  and  more  worthy  to  be  the  objeds  of  his  care 
and  love.  To  which  other  beings,  in  other  parts  of  the  univerfe, 
God  may  have  made  difcovrries  of  his  will,  according  to  their 
feveral  wants  and  capacities,  in  ways  of  which  we  can  know 
nothingi  aud  in  which  we  have  no  concern. 

Dr.  J.  Warton.  * 


^ 
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In  other  parts  it  helps^  that  ages  paft,  isb 

The  Scriptures  there  were  known,  and  were  em- 

brac'd, 
Till  Sin  fpread  once  again  the  ihades  of  night : 
What's  that  to  thefe  who  never  few  the  light  ? 

Of  all  obje6kions  this  indeed  is  chief  * 
To  (lartle  reafon,  ftagger  frail  belief:  iss 

We  grant,  *tis  true,  that  Heaven  from  human 

fenfe 
Has  hid  the  fecret  paths  of  Providence  : 
But  boundlefs  wifdom,  boundlefs  mercy,  may 
Find  even  for  thofe  bewildered  fouls  a  way : 
If  from  his  nature  foes  may  pity  claim,         190 
Much  more  may  ftrangers  who  ne'er  heard  his 

name. 
And  though  no  name  be  for  falvation  known, 
But  that  of  his  eternal  Son's  alone ; 


*  The  objedion  anfwered.    M.  N.  Orig.  edit. 

Yen  187.  •*-**  the  Jecrgt  paths']  '*  In  the  common  affairs  of 
life/' fays  Bo/^^  moiladmiraDly,  ''common  experience  is  fuf- 
flcient  to  direll  us.  But  will  common  experience  ferve  to  guide 
our  judgment  concerning  the  fail  and  redemption  of  mankind  ? 
From  what  we  fee  every  day,  can  we  explain  the  commencetneni^ 
or  foretel  the  diffblution  of  the  world?   Or  can  we  undertake  to-  ' 

pxefcribe  to  infinite  Wifdoro,  at  what  timcy  and  in  what  manner^  1 

a;ui  by  whatjeps,  he  Aiall  convey  the  knowledge  of  true  religion 
over  the  iieice  of  the  whole  earth  ?  To  judge  of  events  like  thefe,  J 

we  (hould  be  converfant  in  the  hiflory  of  other  planets ;  fhould  ! 

kuow.  the  nature,  the  circumllances,  the  condud  of  cheir  feveral 
iuhabiflints;  ihould  be  diHin^ly  informed  of  God's  various  di& 
penlations  to  all  the  different  orders  of  rational  beings/*  This, 
the  reader  mufi  allow,  is  a  mod  rational  and  complete  comment 
on  this  whole  palTage  of  Dryden,  and  is  worth  his  moft  ferious 
attention.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
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Who  knows  how  far  tranfcending  goodnefs  can 
Extend  the  merits  of  that  Son  to  man  ?       195 
Who  knows  what  reafons  may  his  mercy  lead  ; 
Or  ignorance  invincible  may  plead  ? 
Not  only  charity  bids  hope  the  beft. 
But  more  the  great  apoftle  has  expreft : 
That  if  the  Gentiles,  whom  no  law  infpir  d,    200 
By  nature  did  what  was  by  law  requir  d ; 
They,  who  the  written  rule  had  never  known^ 
Were  to  tfaemfelves  both  rule  and  law  alone : 
To  nature's  plain  indi^ment  they  (hall  plead ;  204 
And  by  their  confcience  be  condemn  d  ot  freed. 
Moft  righteous  doom !  becaufe  a  rule  reveaVd 
Is  none  to  thofe  from  whom  it  was  concealed. 
Then  thofe  who  followed  Reafon's  di6Utes  right, 
Liv'd  up,  and  lifted  high  their  natural  light ; 
With  Socrates  may  fee  their  Msiker^s  face,   210 
While  thoufand  rubric-martyrs  want  a  place. 

Nor  does  it  baulk  my  charity,  to  find 
The  Egyptian  bifhop  of  another  mind : 

Ver.  195.  Extend  the  merits]  *'  As  no  man  ever  denied/' 
fays  Clarke,  **  but  that  the  benefit  of  the  death  of  Chrift  extended 
hachcards  to  thofe  who  lived  before  his  appearance  in  the  world, 
fo  no  man  can  prove,  but  that  the  fame  benefit  may  likewife  ex* 
tend  itfelf  ybnwrrdlf  to  thofe  who  never  heard  of  his  appearance, 
though  they  lived  after  it."  Dr.  J.  Wartow. 

Ver.  213.  Th*  Egyptian  bijhop]  BaroniuSy  Bona,  BeUarmin, 
and  Eivetf  think  Athanajiut  wrote  the  creed  that  goes  nnder  his 
name;  but  many  modern  critics  afcribe  it  to  a  Latin  writer, 
Vigilius,  bifhop  of  TapfuSy  in  Africa ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  found 
In  almofl  any  manufcript  of  Athanafius's  works;  and  the  flyle  is 
more  like  a  Latin  than  a  Greek  writer ;  nor  does  St.  Cyril,  of 
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Tot  though  his  creed  eternal  truth  contains^ 
'Tis  hard  for  man  to  doom  to  endlefs  pains    215 
Ally  who  believed  not  all  his  zeal  requited ; 
Unlefs  he  iirft  could  prove  he  was  infpird. 
Then  let  us  either  think  he  meant  to  fay 
This  faith,  where  publiftied,  was  the  only  way ; 
Or  elfe  conclude  that,  Ariui»  to  confute,        220 
The  good  old  man  too  eager  in  difpute. 


AlexancUia,  nor  the  Council  of  Epliefus,  ever  urge  it,  or  make 
mention  of  it  in  the  arguments  ufed  againft  the  hcrcfies  of  Nff-- 
torim  and  Eutychis.  The  famous  book  of  Servetus,  De  Trini- 
tatis  Erronbus,  is  in  a  vile  obfcure  ftylc.  Libri  ?•  per  Mich. 
Servetunij  aliaa  Revts  ab  Arragone  Hifpanum,  1531* 

Dr.  J.  Wartoit. 

Yer.  5214.  For  tkaugk  kit  creed]  Many  very  ferious  Chrif- 
tians  devoutly  wifli  with  TiUotfon^  '^  that  we  were  fairly  rid  of 
this  creed/'  which  they  look  upon  as  the  grcatcft  blemifli  in  our 
liturgy.  This  is  not  a  place  to  enter  into  controverly  concern^ 
ing  it.  We  may  juft  traniiently  obferve  the  wonderful  abfurdity 
of  declaring  in  one  fentence,  that  the  dodrine  of  the  Trinity  is 
tncomprehe^Uj  and  in  the  very  next  an  attempt  to  explain  it. 
Nothing  can  be  more  imperfeA  and  unfatisfadory  than  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  famous  and  important  Council  of  ^ice  on  this  fub- 
je£^  for  neither  the  time  or  place  in  which  it  was  aflemblcd,  nor 
the  number  of  thofe  who  fat  in  it,  nor  even  the  name  of  the  biihop 
who  prefided  on  it,  have  ever  been  clearly  afcertained.  See 
Valgus  on  Eufebius,  and  AJftmQ$l%  Bibl.  Oriental,  and  Moiheim, 
Vol.  I.  p.  337.  That  excellent  man  and  writer.  Dr.  Clarke,  has 
thus  expreffed  himfelf  on  this  important  dodrinc,  in  words  that 
contain  all  that  can  juilly  be  faid  on  it : — '*  The  felf-exiftent 
Caufe  and  Father  of  all  things,  did,  before  all  ages,"  fays  Clarke, 
*'  in  an  incomprehenfible  manner,  beget  or  produce  a  Divine 
perfon,  filled  the  Logos,  the  Word,  or  Son  of  God,  in  whom 
dwells  the  fulnefs  of  divine  perfedions,  escepting  abfolute  Supre^ 
macy^  Independency t  or  Self-Origination,*'  Bifhop  Pearfon  main* 
tains  the  verv  fame  opinion  of  the  Son  with  Dr.  Clarke,  concern- 
log  the  abfolute  equality  of  the  Son  to  the  Fs^lher,  yet  was  never 
cenfured  for  this  opinion,  as  Clarke  has  been,  with  much  acri- 
mony and  injuilice.  Dr.  J.  Wartoit. 
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Flew  high ;  and,  as  his  Chriftian  fury  rofc, 
Damn'd  all  for  heretics  who  durft  op|K)fe. 

Thus  far  my  charity  this  path  has  try'd  * ; 
(A  much  unfkilful,  but  well  meaning  guide :)  a2S 
Yet  what  they  are,  ev'n  thefe  crude  thoughts 

were  bred 
By  reading  that  which  better  thou  haft  read : 
Thy  matchlefs  author's  work :  which  thou,  my 

friend. 
By  well  tranilating  better  doft  commend : 
Thofe  youthful  hours  which,  of  thy  equals  moft 
In  toys  have  fquander'd,  or  in  vice  have  loil,  23 1 

*  Digreffion  to  the  tranflator  of  Father  Simon's  Critical  Hif- 
tory  of  Uie  Old  Teftaroent.     M.N.  Orig.  edit* 

Ver.  228.  Tht/  matcM<fs  author's]  The  profefTed  dcfign  of 
Father  Simon,  in  his  Critical  Hifiory,  was  to  colled  and  reprefent 
the  many  difficulties  that  are  to  be  founi  in  the  text  of  the 
facred.  Scriptures,  in  order  to  infer  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  re* 
ceiving  the  Komifb  dodrinc  of  oral  tradition,  and  fome  infallible 
interpreter.  The  Church  of  Rome,  therefore^,  embraced  his  opi* 
tiion,  which  was  certainly  artful  and  infidious,  and  aimed  at  the 
truth  and  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures ;  and  fuch  it  was  (feem* 
ed  to  be  by  many  able  divines  both  at  home  and  abroad.  And 
I  remember  Dr  Balguy  often  mentioned  it,  as  a  work  intended 
to  undermine  Chriftianity.  Infidel  writers  hare  not  fkiled  to 
avwl  themfelves  of  thefe  objedions.  CoUkSy  in  his  Difcovrfc  on 
Free-thinkingf  has  dwelt  much  on  the  various  readings  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  he  was  mofl  effedually  and  moft  irrefragably 
anfwered  by  Bentley,yn  his  PhileUuthems  lApficnJis.  No  part  of 
the  Ckara&erijtics  feems  to  have  been  more  elaborately  written, 
than  the  laft  part  of  his  third  volume,  where  he  ridicules  various 
readings,  texts,  gloifes,  pompilements,  editions,  &c.  and  where 
the  old  gentleman,  whom  he  introduces  as  the  chief  fpeaker, 
certainly  meant  himfelf.  Drydcn  certainly  did  not  perceive  the 
mifchicf  that  lurked  in  this  treattfe  of  Simon,  which  he  fo  highly 
commends  his  young  friend  Hampden  for  tranilating. 

Dr.  J.  Waktov. 
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Thofe  hours  haft  thou  to  nobler  ufe  employed ; 
And  the  fevere  delights  of  truth  enjoyed. 
Witnefs  this  weighty  book,  in  which  appears 
The  crabbed  toil  of  many  thoughtful  years,  255 
Spent  by  thy  author,  in  the  fifting  care 
Of  Rabbins'  old  fophifticated  ware 
From  gold  divine ;  which  he  who  well  can  fort 
May  i^terwards  make  algebra  a  fport. 
A  treafurq,  which  if  country  curates  buy,     240 
They  Junius  and  Tremellius  may  defy : 
Save  pains  in  various  readings  and  tranilations, 
And  without  Hebrew  make  moft  learn'd  quota- 
tions. 
A  work  fo  full  with  various  learning  fraught. 
So  nicely  pondered,  yet  fo  ftrongly  wrought,  245. 
As  Nature's  height  and  Art's  laft  hand  required : 
As  much  as  man  could  compafs,  uninfpir'd. 
Where  we  may  fee  what  errors  have  been  made 
Both  in  the  copiers'  and  tranflators'  trade : 
How  Jewifh,  Popi(h,  interefts  have  prevailed, 
And  where  infiUlibility  has  fail'd.  251 

For  fome,    who   have  his  fecret  meaning 
guefs'd, 
Have  found  our  author  not  too  much  a  prieft: 
For  fa(hion*fake  he  feems  to  have  recourfe 
To  Pope,  and  Councils,  and  Tradition's  force  : 
But  he  that  old  traditions  could  fubdue,       256 
Could  not  but  find  the  weaknefs  of  the  new : 

VOL.  !•  D  d  . 
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If  Scripture,  though  derived   from  heavenlj 

.   birthy 
Has  been  but  carele&iy  prelerv'd  on  earth  ; 
If  God  s  own  people,  who  of  God  before      260 
Knew  what  we  know,  and  had  been  promised 

more. 
In  fuller  terms,  of  Heaven's  aflifting  care. 
And  who  did  neither  time  nor  lludj  fpare 
To  keep  this  book  untainted,  unperplext. 
Let  in  grofs  errors  to  corrupt  the  text,  sfis 

Omitted  paragraphs,  embroil'd  the  ienfe. 
With  vain  traditions  ftopt  the  gaping  fence. 
Which  every  common  hand  pulFd.up  witheafe : 
What  fafety  from    fuch  brufhwood-helps  as 

thefe  ? 
If  written  words  from  time  are  not  fecur  d,    270 
How  can  we  think  have  oral  founds  endur'd  ? 
Which  thus  tranfmitted,  if  one  mouth  has  fiedl'd. 
Immortal  lies  on  ages  are  intaiFd : 
And  that  fome  fuch  have  been,  b  proved  too 

plain ;. 
If  we  confider  Interefi,  Church,  and  Gain«  27s 

O  but  fays  one.  Tradition  fet  fide  *, 
Where  can  we  hope  for  an  unerr'mg  guide  ? 
For  fince  the  original  Scripture  has  been  loQ;, 
All  copies  difagreeing,  maim'd  the  moft,      279 

*  Of  the  infallibility  of  tradition  in  general.    M.  N.^Orig* 
edit. 
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* 

Or  Chriftian  faith  can  have  no  certain  ground, 
Or  truth  in  Church  Tradition  muft  be  found. 
Such  an  omnifcient  Church  we  wi(h  indeed ; 
Twere  worth  both  Tefiaments ;  and  call  in  the 

Creed : 
But  if  this  mother  be  a  guide  fo  fure. 
As  can  all  doubts  refolve,  all  truth  fecure,      sss 
Then  her  infallibility,  as  well, 
Where  copies  are  corrupt  or  lame,  can  tell ; 
Reftore  Ic^  canon  with  as  little  pains. 
As  truly  explicate  what  ftill  remains : 
Which  yet  no  Council  dare  pretend  to  do ;  290' 
Unlefs  like  Efdras  they  could  write  it  new 
Strange  confidence,  ftill  to  interpret  true^ 
Yet  not  be  fure  that  all  they  have  explained. 
Is  in  the  bleft  original  containM.  294^ 

More  fafe,  and  much  more  modeft  'tis,  to  fay 
God  would  not  leave  mankind  without  a  way : 

Ver.  282.  Suck  an  omnifcient  Church]  The  doctrines  of  po« 
pery  have  foiled  and  obfcured  the  pure  do^rines  of  Chriflianity^ 
juft  as  the  fmoke  of  their  many  tapers  and  incenfe^ts  have  da» 
maged  the  figures  of  Michael  Angelo  in  the  laft  Judgment. 

Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  286.  Then  her  trfaUMUty,]  Bat  in  this  infallible 
Church  there  have  been  as  many  different  and  difcordant  opi« 
nions,  as  among  the  various  Ce&s  of  proY^ftants.  One  Pope  has 
excommunicated  another,  and  one  Council'  iflued  a  fevere  ana* 
thema  againft  another.  The  idea  of  eflablifhing  an  uniformity  of 
Qfimom  on  religious  fubjedis,  is  founded  on  a  perfed  ignorance 
of  the  nature  of  man. 

'  folos  credis  habendos 

Efle  Deosy  quos  ipfe  colis  ? 

Juvenal.  S.  15,  v.  35. 

Dr.  J,  WiiRTOK. 
9d2 
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And  that  the  Scriptures^  though  not  every 

where 
Free  from  corruption,  or  intire,  or  clear. 
Are  uncorrupt,  fufficieot,  clear,  in  tire. 
In  all  things  which  our  needful  faith  require. 
If  others  in  the  fame  glafs  better  fee,  sot 

T'ls  for  themfelves  they  look,  but  not  for  me : 
For  mt/  falvation  muft  its  doom  receive. 
Not  from  what  otJiers  but  what  J  believe. 

Muft  all  tradition  then  be  (et  afide*  ?     doj 
This  to  affirm  were  ignorance  or  pride. 
Are  there  not  many  points,  fome  needful  fure 
To  fitving  faith,  that  Scripture  leaves  obfcure  ? 
Which  every  feft  will  wrefl  a  feveral  way, 
(For  what  one  fed  interprets,  all  {eGts  may :)  sio 
We  hold,  and  fay  we  prove  from  Scripture 

plain, 
That  Chrift  is  God  ;  the  bold  Socinian 
From  the  fame  Scripture  urges  he's  but  man. 
Now  what  appeal  can  end  the  important  fuit ; 
Both  parts  talk  loudly,  but  the  rule  is  mute  f  sis 

Shall  I  fpeak  plain,  and  in  a  nation  free    - 
AiTume  an  honefl  layman^s  liberty  ? 

Ver.  300.  In  oU  ikings]  This  argument  is  urged  with  much 
force  and  precifien,  in  the  Elopunu  Chretiamc^  of  Af  •  Gijbert ; 
which  was  a  favourite  book  of  the  great  Lord  Somer^  «and 
wrought  a  great  effed  in  his  way  of  thinking  in  religious  matters. 
Elijah  Fenton  communicated  this  anecdote,  as  a  fad  he  well 
knew,  to  Mr.  Waller  Hartc.  Dr,  J.  Waetoit. 

*  Objedion  in  behalf  of  tradition  urged  by  Father  Simon. 
M,  N.  Orig.  edit. 
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I  thinks  (according  to  my  little  ikill. 
To  my  own  mother-church  fubmitting  ftill) 
That  many  have  been  fay'd,  and  many  may,  320 
Who  never  heard  this  queilion  brought  in  play. 
The  unlettered  Chriftian,  who  believes  in  grofs. 
Plods  on  to  Heaven,  and  ne'er  is  at  a  lofs : 
For  the  ftreight-gate  would  be  made  freighter 

yet, 

Were  none  admitted  there  but  men  of  wit  825 
The  few  by  nature  form'd,  with  learning  fraught, 
Born  to  inftrufl,  as  others  to  be  taught, 
Muft  ftudy  well  the  facred  pag^ ;  and  fee 
Which  do6irine,  this,  or  that,  does  beft  agree 
With  the  whole  tenor  of  the  work  divine :     330 
And  plainlieft  points  to  Heaven's  reveal'd  deiign: 
Which  expofition  flows  from  genuine  fenfe ; 
And  which  is  forc'd  by  wit  and  eloquence. 
Not  that  tradition's  parts  are  ufele&  here : 
When  general,  old,  difinterels'd  and  clear :  335 
That  ancient  Fathers  thus  expound  the  page. 
Gives  truth  the  reverend  majefly  of  age: 
Confirms  its  force,  by  bideing  every  tcft ; 
For  beft  authority's  next  rules  are  beft. 
And  ftill  the  nearer  to  the  fpring  we  go,      340 
More  limpid,  more  unfoil'd  the  waters  flow. 
Thus,  firft  traditions  were  a  proof  alone ; 
Could  we  be  certain  fuch  they  were,  fo  known : 
But  fince  fome  flaws  in  long  defcent  may  be. 
They  make  not  truth  but  probability.  345 
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Even  Arius  and  Pelagius  durft  provoke 
To  what  the  centuries  preceding  fpoke. 
Such  difference  b  there  in  an  oft-told  tale : 
But  truth  by  its  own  finews  will  prevail. 
Tradition  written  therefore  more  commends  350 
Authority,  than  what  frcnn  voice  defcends : 
And  this,  as  perfe6l  as  its  kind  can  be. 
Rolls  down  to  us  the  facred  hiftory : 
Which  from  the  Univerfal  Church  received. 
Is  try'd,  and  after,  for  itfelf  believed.  955 

The  partial  Papifts  would  infer  from  hence  ^ 
Their  Church,  in  laft  refort,  (hould  judge  the 

fenfe* 
But  firft  they  would  aflume  with  wond'roos 

artf,  . 
Themfelves  to  be  the  whole,  who  are  but  part 
Of  that  vaft  frame,  the  Church ;  yet  grant  they 

were  sSp 

The  banders  down,  can  they  from  thence  infer 
A  right  to  interpret  ?  or  would  they  alone 
Who  brought  the  prefent,  claim  it  for  their 

own? 
The  book's  a  common  largefs  to  mankind ; 
'  Not  more  for  them  than  every  man  defign'd ;  S6$ 
The  welcome  news  b  in  the  letter  found ; 
The  carrier's  not  commiffion  d  to  expound. 

^  The  fecond  obje^on.    Mt  N.  Orig.  edit* 
t  Anfwer  to  the  objeftion*    M.  N.  Orig.  edit; 
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It  fp«aks  itfelf,  and  what  it  does  contain. 
In  all  things  needful  to  be  known,  is  plain. 

In  times  overgrown  with  ruft  and  ignorance, 
A  gainful  trade  their  clergy  did  advance :      sri 
When  want  of  learning  kept  the  laymen  low, 
And  none  but  priefts  were  authorized  to  know : 
When  what  fmall  knowledge  was,  in  them  did 

dwell ; 
And  he  a  god  who  could  but  read  or  fpell :     57s 
Then  mother  church  did  mightily  prevail : 
She  parceird  out  the  Bible  by  retsil : 
But  ilill  expounded  what  (he  fold  or  gave ; 
To  keep  it  in  her  power  to  damn  and  fave  : 
Scripture  was  fcarce,  and  as  the  market  went. 
Poor  laymen  took  falvation  on  content ;       asi 
As  needy  men  take  money  good  or  bad  : 
God's  word  they  had  not,  but  the  prieft's  they 

had* 
Yet,  whatever  fUfe  conveyances  they  made, 
The  lawyer  ftill  was  certain  to  be  paid.  sss 

In  thofe  dark  times  they  learn  d  their  knack  fo 

well. 
That  by  long  ufe  they  grew  in&llible  : 
At  laft,  a  knowing  age  began  to  enquire 
If  they  the  book,  or  that  did  them  infpire  : 
And,  making  narrower  fearch,    they  found, 

though  late,  390 

That  what  they  thought  the  prieft's,  was  their 

eftate; 
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Taught  by  the  will  produced,  (the  written  word) 
How  long  they  had  been  cheated  on  record. 
Then,  every  man  who  faw  the  title  fair, 
ClaimM  a  child's  part,  and  put  in  for  a  fliare : 
Confulted  foberly  his  private  good,  sgs 

And  fav'd  himfelf  as  cheap  as  e*er  be  could. 
^is   true,  my   friend,  (and  far  be  flattery 
hence) 
This  good  had  full  as  bad  a  confequence : 
The  book  thus  put  in  every  vulgar  band,      4oo 
Which  each  prefum'd  he   beft  could  under- 

iiand. 
The  common  rule  was  made    the  common 

prey; 
And  at  the  mercy  of  the  rabble  lay. 
The  tender  page  with  horny  fifts  was  gaird; 
And  he  was  gifted  mod  that  loudeft  baul'd :  405 
The  fpirit  gave  the  do^ioral  degree: 
And  every  member  of  a  company 
Was  of  his  trade,  and  of  the  Bible  free. 
Plain  truths  enough  for  qeedful  ufe  they  found: 
But  men  would  (till  be  itching  to  expound :  41q 
Each  was  ambitious  of  the  obfcureft  place. 
No  mcafure  ta  en  from  knowledge,  all  from 

grace. 
Study  and  pains  were  now  no  more  their  care ; 
Tejrts  were  explained  by  failing  and  by  prayer : 
This  was  the  fruit  the  priviite  fpirit  brought  i 
Occafion'd  by  great  zeal  and  little  thought.  41$ 
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While  crouds  unlearnd,  with  rude  devotion 

warm. 
About  the  facred  viands  buz  and  fwarm, 
The  fly*b)own  text  creates  a  crawling  brood ; 
And  turns  to  maggots  what  was  meant  for 

food.  420 

A  thoufand  daily  fe&s  rife  up  and  die ; 
A  thoufand  more  the  perifti'd  race  fupply : 
So  all  we  make  of  Heaven's  difcover'd  will, 
Is,  not  to  have  it,  or  to  ufe  it  i\]. 
The  danger^s  much  the  fame ;  on  feveral  (helves 
If  others  wreck  us,  or  we  wreck  ourfelves.       426 
What  then  remains,  but,  waving  each  ex- 
treme. 
The  tides  of  ignorance  and  pride  to  flem  ? 
Neither  fo  rich  a  treafure  to  forego ; 
Nor  proudly  feek  beyond  our  power  to  know: 
Faith  is  not  built  on  difquifitions  vain ;  431 

The  things  we  muft  believe  are  few  and  plain: 
But  lince   men  will  believe  more  than  they 

need. 
And  every  man  will  make  himfelf  a  creed. 
In  doubtful  queftions  'tis  the  fafeft  way         435 
To  learn  what  unfufpe6ted  antients  fay  : 
For  'tis  not  likely  we  (hould  higher  foar 
In  fearch  of  Heaven,  than  all  the  Church  be- 
fore ; 
Nor  can  we  be  deceived,  unlefs  we  fee 
The  Scripture  and  the  Fathers  diiagree.        440 
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If  after  all  they  iiand  fofpeaed  ftill, 
(For  no  man^s  faith  depends  upon  his  will ;) 
'Tis  fome  relief,  that  points  not  clearly  known. 
Without  much  hazard  may  be  let  alone : 
And  after  hearing  what  our  Church  can  fay. 
If  ftill  our  reafon  runs  another  way,  446 

Thai  private  reafon  'tis  more  juft  to  curb. 
Than  by  difputes  the  public  peace  difturb« 
For  points  obfcure  are  of  fmall  ufe  to  learn : 
But  common  quiet  is  mankind's  concern.      4S0 

Thus  have  I  made  my  own  opinions  clear : 
Yet  neither  praife  exped;,  nor  cenfure  fear : 
And  this  unpoli(h'd  rugged  verfe  I  chofe. 
As  fitteft  for  difcourfe,  and  neareft  profe : 
For  while  from  facred  truth  I  do  not  fwerve,  455 
Tom  Stemhold's,  or  Tom  Shadweli's  rhymes 
will  ferve. 


Yer.  451.  a^i-— —  my  aum  opiment  clear :]  All  the  arcu- 
nento  which  Dryden  has  here  put  together  in  defence  of  revela- 
tion^ muft  appear  ftale  and  tnte  to  us,  who  fince  his  time  have 
had  the  happineis  of  reading  fuch  treatifes  as  Clarke  on  the  At* 
tribtttesy  Butler's  Analogy,  Berkley's  Alciphron,  BiAop  Sher- 
lock's Sermons,  Watfon's  Apology,  Hurd  on  Prophecy,  Soame 
Jennyns'  Treatifes,  Jortin's  bifcourfes,  Pali's  Evidences,  and 
Lardner^s  Credibility.  Dr.  J.  Waatov. 

Ver.  453.     rugftd  verfe]      An  old  exprei&on* 

Thus  in  P.  Fletcher's  Fife.  £cA>giier,  edit.  l633,  p.  19  :— 
^  Time  is  my  foe,  and  hates  my  rugged  rimes." 
Aj)d  Fletcher  adopted  it  from  Spenfer.  ToPi). 


THRENODIA   AUGUSTALIS: 


FUNERAL  PINDARIC  POEM, 

SACRED  TO  THE  HAPPT   MEMORY  OF   KING 

CHARLES  II. 


I. 

1  HUS  long  my  grief  has  kept  me  dumb : 
Sure  there's  a  lethargy  in  mighty  woe. 
Tears  ftand  congeal'd,  and  cannot  flow; 

And  the  fad  foul  retires  into  her  inmoft  room : 

Ver.  1.    Tku$  hng  n^  grief]  The  foWovimg  jufky  though  fe* 
▼ere  fentence,  has  been  miffed  on  this  Threnodia,  by  one  who 
"was  always  willing,  if  poffible,  to  extenuate  the  blemiflies  of  our 
poet    **  Its  firft  and  obvious  defed  is  the  irregularity  of  its  me- 
tre,  to  which  the  ears  of  that  age,  however,  were  accuilomed. 
What  is  worfe,  it  has  neither  tendemefs  nor  dignity ;  it  is  nei- 
ther magnificent  nor  pathetic.    He  feems  to  look  round  him  for 
images  which  he  cannot  find,  and  what  he  has,  he  diftorts  bv 
endeavouring  to  enlarge  them.     He  is,  he  fays,  petrified  with 
grief,  but  the  marble  relents,  and  trickles  in  a  joke.    There  is 
throughout  the  compofitiona  defire  of  fplendour  without  wealth* 
In  the  conclufion,  he  feems  too  much  pleafed  with  the  profped 
of  the  new  reign,  to  have  lamented  his  old  mailer  witn  much 
fincerity.*^     Dr.  Johnfon. 

Dr.  J.  Wabtov. 
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Tears,  for  a  (Iroke  forefeen,  afford  relief ;        5 

But,  unprovided  for  a  fudden  blow. 

Like  Niobe  we  marble  grow  ; 
And  petrify  with  grief. 
Our  Britilli  heaven  was  all  ferene, 

Nolhreatning  cloud  was  nigh,  10 

Not  the  lead  wrinkle  to  deform  the  fky  ; 

We  liv'd  as  unconcerned  and  happily 
As  the  firftage  in  nature's  golden  fcene  ; 

Supine  amidft  our  flowing  (lore. 
We  flept  fecurely,  and  we  dreamt  of  more:    is 

When  fuddenl  J  the  thunder-clap  was  heard. 

It  took  us  unprepar'd  and  out  of  guard, 

Already  loft  before  we  fear'd. 
The  amazing  news   of  Charles  at  once  were 
ipread, 

At  once  the  general  voice  declared,  20 

**  Our  gracious  prince  was  dead.*' 

No  (icknefs  known  before,  no  (low  difeafe, 

To  foften  grief  by  juft  degrees  : 

But  like  an  hurricane  on  Jndiaq  feas. 

The  tempeft  rofe  ;  25 

An  unexpe£ied  burft  of  woes : 
With  fcarce  a  breathing  fpace  betwixt. 
This  now  beoalm'd,  and  perifliing  the  next. 


Vcr.  22.    Nojkhufi  known  hrfort^  Original  edition. 

TODP. 
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As  if  great  Atlas  from  his  height 

Should  fink  beneath  his  heavenly  weight,       so 

And  with  a  mighty  flaw,  the  flaming  wall 

(As  once  it  (hall,) 
Should  gape  immenfe,  and  ruftiing  down,  over- 
whelm this  nether  ball ; 
So  fwift  and  fo  furprifing  was  our  fear : 
Out  Atlas  fell  indeed  ;  but  Hercules  was  near. 

lU 

His  pious  brother,  fure  the  beft  ^6 

Who  ever  bore  that  name. 

Was  newly  rifen  from  his  refl;, 
And,  with  a  fervent  flame. 

His  ufual  morning  vows  had  jufl;  addreft        40 
For  his  dear  fovereign's  health ; 
And  hop*d  to  have  them  heard^^ 
In  long  increafe  of  years. 
In  honour,  fame,  and  wealth:  44 

Guiltlefs  of  greatnefs  thus  he  always  pray'd^ 
Nor  knew  nor  wifti'd  thofe  vows  he  made. 
On  his  own  head  (hould  be  repayM. 

Soon  as  the  ill-omen'd  rumour  reached  his  ear, 
(111  news  is  wing'd  with  fate,  and  flies  apace,) 
Who  can  defcribe  the  amazement  of  his  face ! 

Horror  in  all  his  pomp  was  there,  5i 

Mute  and  magnificent  without  a  tear : 

And  then  the  hero  firft  was  feen  to  fear. 
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Half  uaarray'd  he  raa  to  his  relief^ 
So  haily  and  fo  artleis  was  his  grief:  S5 

Approaching    greatoefs   met    him    with  her 
charms 

Of  power  and  future  date ; 

But  look'd  fo  ghaftly  in  a  brother  s  fate. 

He  (hook  her  from  his  arms. 
Arriy'd  within  the  mournful  room,  he  iaw     fio 

A  wild  difira3;ion,  void  of  awe. 
And  arbitrary  grief  unbounded  by  a  law. 

God*s  image,  God's  anointed  lay 
Without  motion,  pulfe,  or  breath, 

A  fenfelefs  lump  of  facred  clay,  65 

An  image  now  of  death. 
Amidft  his  fad  attendants'  groans  and  cries, 

The  lines  of  that  ador'd  forgiving  face, 

Diilorted  from  their  native  grace ; 
An  iron  (lumber  (at  on  his  majeftic  eyes.        70 
The  pious  duke — Forbear,  audacious  muie. 
No  terms  thy  feeble  art  can  ufe 


Ver.  70.    An  iroikjlumber  fat  wi  kit  nutj^c  ye$J\  From  Vir« 
gily  iEn.  X.  745. 

OUi  dura  quies  ocnlos  et  ferreut  urget 
Soanusy  &c. 

See  Sir  P.  Sidney's  Arcadia,  Lib.  iii.  <'  But  with  that  Argglos 
came  out  of  his  foundy  and  lifting  vp  his  languifliing  eyes 
(which  a  painefuU  reft  and  iKOV^p  did  feeke  to  lock  vp)  fee* 
ing  her,   &c/'  To»o. 
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Are  able  to  adorn  fo  vaft  a  woe : 

The  grief  of  all  the  reft  like  fubje&*grief  did 

(how, 
His  like  a  fovereign  did  tranfcend ;  7S 

No  wife,  no  brother*  fuch  a  grief  could  know. 
Nor  any  name  but  friends 

III. 
O  wondrous  changes  of  a  fatal  fcene. 

Still  varying  to  the  laft  I 

Heaven,  though  its  hard  decree  was  paft,  so 
SeemM  pointing  to  a  gracious  turn  agen : 

And  death's  uplifted  arm  arrefted  in  its  hafte. 

Heaven  half  repented  of  the  doom, 
And  almoft  griev'd  it  had  forefeen. 

What  by  forefight  it  will'd  eternally  to  come. 
Mercy  above  did  hourly  plead  s6 

For  her  refemblance  here  below ; 
And  mild  forgivenefs  intercede 

To  ftop  the  coming  blow. 
New  miracles  approach'd  the  etherlal  throne,  90 
Such  as  his  wondrous  life  had  oft  and  laitely 

known. 
And  urg'd  that  ftill  they  might  be  ihown. 

Vcr.  74.    ne  erief  of  all  the  rejt  like  fithjta-grirf  didjkmf. 
His  like  a  fovereign  did  trw^cend ;] 

Jttft  as  the  Dauphinefs  was  dying,  1690,  the  bifliop  of 
Meaux,  Bofluet,  who  attended  her,  faid  to  Louis  ,the  XlVth. 
who  was  then  in  her  chamber,  ''Your  majcfty  had  better  re- 
tire ;''  ^*  No,  nOp"  cried  the  king,  <<  it  is  right  I  fliould  fee  how 
my  equals  die/'  John  Waetok. 
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On  earth  his  pious  brother  prayM  and  vow^d. 

Renouncing  greatnefs  at  fo  dear  a  rate, 
Hirafelf  defending  what  he  cou  d,  gs 

From  all  the  glories  of  his  future  &te. 
With  him  the  innumerable  crowd. 
Of  armed  prayers 
Knocked  at  the  gates  of  heaven, .  and   knocked 
aloud ; 
The  firft  well-meaning  rude  petitioners. 
All  for  his  life  alQail'd  the  throne,  loi 

All  would  have  brib'd  the  ikies  by  offering  up 

their  own. 
So  great  a  throng  not  heaven  itfelf  could  bar ; 
Twas  almoft  born  by  force  as  in  the  giants' 

war. 
The  prayers,  at  leaft,    for  his   reprieve  were 
heard ;  105 

His  death,  like  Hezekiah's,  was  deferred  : 
Againft  the  fun  the  (hadow  went ; 
Five  days,  thofe  five  degrees,  were  lent 
To  form  our  patience  and  prepare  the  event. 
The  fecond  caufes  took  the  fwift  command,    no 
The  medicinal  head,  the  ready  hand. 
All  eager  to  perform  their  part; 
All  but  eternal  doom  was  conquered  by  their 
art: 

Ver.  95.    ' what  he  cou*d,]  Grig.  ediU 

Todd. 

Ver.  HI.    The  medicinal  AfadJ  Orig.edit.  mtfcind. 

Todd. 
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Once  more  the  fleeting  foul  came  back 

To  infpire  the  mortal  frame  ;  115 

And  in  the  body  took  a  doubtful  ftand. 
Doubtful  and  hovering  like  expiring  flame, 

That  mounts  and  falls  by  turns,  and  trembles 
o'er  the  brand. 


IV. 

The  joyful  (hort-liv'd  news  foon  fpread  around, 
Took  the  fame  train,     the  fame  impetuous 

bound :  120 

The  drooping  town  in  fmiles  again  was  dreil:, 
Gktdnefs  in  every  face  expreft. 
Their  eyes  before  their  tongues  confefl. 
Men  met  each  other  with  ere^d  look, 
The  (leps  were  higher  that  they  took,  is5 

Friends  to  congratulate  their   friends   made 

hafte; 
And  long  inveterate  foes  fiduted  as  they  pafl : 
Above  the  reft  heroic  James  appeared 
£xalted  more,  becaufe  he  more  had  feared : 
His  manly  heart,  whofe  noble  pride  iso 

Was  ftill  above 
Diflembled  hate  or  varniih'd  love, 

Ver»  186.    Friends  to  amgrahiait  4^.]  EoA  to  conmtttUti 
Uijnmdy  dfC.    Orig.  edit.  To»P. 

TOL.  I.  £e 
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*  Ife  more  than  common  tranfport  could  «*  not 

hide ; 
But  like  an  eagre  *  rode  iif  trian^h  6W  tbe^ide. 
Thus,  in  alternate  courfe,  id5 

The  tyrant  pafGon^^  bope  and  feai% 
Did  in  extremes  appear. 
And  flaih'd  upon*the  fouf  Wlth^equal  force.  « 
Thus,  at  Half  ebb,  a  rolling  fea,  ^  " 

Returns  and  ^fins*  upon  thS  ihore ;  •  *  i40 

The  watrj  herd,  affrighted  at  the  roai^  ~ 
Reft  on  \keir  fins  awhile^  and  ftdy, 
Theji  backw&rd  tarke'  their  wondriilg  \ny: 
The  prophet  vionders  more  than  they. 
At  prodigies  butj^rely  ieen  before,      *  .      145 
And  cries,  u  king  muft  &1II,  dr  iTmgdpms  change 

their  fway.  * 

Such  were  our  counter-tides  at  land,  and  fo 
Preiaging  of  the  fatal  blow. 
In  their  prodigious  ebb  and  flow.  : 
The  royid  foul,  that:  like  the  labouring  moohy 
By  charms  of  art  was  hbrried  dowD,  isi 

Forced  with  regret  to  leave  her  native  fphere^ 
C%ine  but  a  .while  oq^  lil(itig  nere :  ' 

Soon  weary  of  the  painful  ftrife,  : 
And  made  but  faint  eflays  of  life :  155 

An  evening  light 
Soon  fhut  in  night ;. 

*  An  eagre  is  a  tide  fwelling  above  another  tide«  Y^hich  I  my* 
felf  obfcrv^  on  the  river  Trent^    Marg.  Note,  orig.  edit. 
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A  ftrong  diftemper,  and  a  weak  relief. 
Short  intervals  of  joy,  and  long   returns    of 
grief; 

The  fons  of  art.  all  medicines  try'd,  16($ 

And  every  noble  remedy  apply'd ; 

With  emulation  each  efiayM 

His  utmoft  fkill,  nay  more,  they  prayM : 

Never  was  lofing  game  with  better  condu6k 

play'd. 
Death  never  won  a  flake  with  greater  toil,     i€s 
Nor  e'er  was  fate  fo  near  a  foil : 
But  like  a  fortrefs  on  a  rock. 
The  impregnable  difeafe  their  vain  attempts  did 

mock ; 
They  tmrxd  it  near,  they  batter'd  fi*om  afar 
With  all  the  cannon  of  the  medicinal  war ;  170 
No  gentle  means  could  be  ef&y'd, 
^was  bqrond  parley  when  the  fiege  was  kid : 
The  eixtremefl  ways  they  firfi  ordain, 
Prefcribing  fuch  intolerable  pain^ 
As  none  but  Cssfar  could  fufiain :  175 

Ver.  16O.    '  an  medicines]    Original  edition,   all 

fneJ^cme$*  Todd* 

Ver.  164.  Never  was  l(i/mg  game]' Orig.  edit*  Was  neoer  lo* 
iing  game  &c*  Todd. 

Ibid.  Never  was  Iq/Uig  game']  A  moil  vuloir  ilUplaced  allu* 
fion.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  170.  ■    medicinal  war ;]  Orig.   edit.  tkeiTcinai 

M'ar,  Todd. 

B  e2 
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Undaunted  Csefar  underwent 
The  malice  of  their  art,  nor  bent 
Beneath  whatever  their  pious  rigour  could  in- 
vent : 
In  five  fuch  days  he  fufier'd  more 
Than  any  fuflferM  in  his  reign  before ;  iso 

More,  infinitely  more,  than  he, 
Againft  the  word  of  rebels,  could  decree, 
A  traitor,  or  twice  pardon'd  enemy. 
Now  art  was  tir  d  without  fuccefs. 
No  racks  could  make  the  ftubborn  malady  con- 

fefs.  185 

The  vain  infurancers  of  life. 
And  he  who  moft  perform^  and  promised  lefs. 
Even  Short  himfelf  forfook  the  unequal  ftrife. 
Death  and  defpair  was  in  thdr  looks. 
No  longer  they  confult  their  memories  or 
books ;  190 

Like  helplefs  friends,  who  view  from  fliore 
The  labouring  (hip,  and  hear  the  tempeft  roar ; 
So  flood  they  with  their  arms  acrofs  ; 
Not  to  affift,  but  to  deplore 
The  inevitable  lofs.  195^ 

vu 
Death  was  denounced ;  that  frightful  found 
Which  even  the  beft  can  hardly  bear. 
He  took  the  fummons  void  of  fear ; 
And  unconcernedly  call  his  eyes  around ; 
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if  to  find  and  dare  die  grieily  challenger. 
What  death  could  do  he  lately  try'd,  201 

When  in  four  days  he  more  than  dy'd. 
The  fame  afTurance  all  his  words  did  grace ; 
The  fame  majeftic  mildnefs  held  its  place : 
Nor  loft  the  monarch  in  his  dying  &ce.       205 
Intrepid,  pious,  merciful,  and  bmve, 
He  look'd  as  when  he  conquered  and  forgave. 

As  if  fome  angel  had  been  fent 

To  lengthen  out  his  government. 

And  to  foretel  as  many  years  again,  21(1 

As  he  had  numbered  in  his  happy  reign, 

So  chearfuUy  he  took  the  doom 

Of  his  departing  breath ; 

Nor  ihrunk  nor  ftept  afide  for  death ; 

But  with  unalterM  pace  kept  on ;  215 

Providing  for  events  to  come. 

When  he  refign'd  the  throne. 

Still  he  maintain'd  his  kingly  ftate ; 

And  grew  fem'diar  with  his  fate. 

Kind,  good,  and  gracious,  tothelaft,  220 

On  all  he  lov^d  before  his  dying  beams  he  caft : 

Oh  truly  good,  and  truly  great, 

For  glorious  as  he  rofe,  benignly  fo  he  fet  { 

All  that  on  earth  he  held  moft  dear. 

He  recommended  to  his  care,  nzs 
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To  whom  both  Heavait 

The  right  had  ghren 

And  his  own  love  bequeathed  fupreme  com- 
mand: 

He  took  and  preft  that  ever  loyai  hami. 

Which  could  in  peace  fecure  his  reign^         230 

Which  could  in  wars  his  power  maintain. 

That  hand  on  which  no  phghted  vows  were  ever 
vain. 

Well  for  fo  great  a  truft  he  choie 

A  prince  who  never  difobeyM : 

Not  when  the  moft  fevere  commands  were 
laid ;  255 

Nor  want,  nor  exile  with  his  duty  weighed  r 

A  prince  on  whomt  if  Heaven  its  eye$  could 
clofe. 

The  wel&re  of  the  world  it  fafely  might  iiepofe, 

VIII, 

That  king  who  liv'd  to  God's  own  heart. 
Yet  lefs  ferenely  died  than  he :  940 

Charles  left  behind  no  barih  decree 
For  fchopUnen  with  laborious  art 
To  felve  from  cruelty : 

Thofe,  for  whom  love  could  no  excufes  frame^ 
He  gracioufly  forgot  to  name,  S45 

Thus  far  my  mufe,  though  rudely,  haa  de^i* 

fign'd 
Some  &in|;  refeQiblaope  of  his  godlike  mind : 
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But  neither  pen  nor  pencil  can*  exprefs 
The j)arting  brothers'  tendetnefs. :  • 
Though  diat's  a  term  too  mean  and  low ;     250 
The  bled  above  a  kinder  word  may  know : 
But  what  they  did^and  what  they  faid. 
The  monarch  who  triumphant  went. 
The  jnilitant  who  ftaid. 
Like  painters^  when  their  heigh tning  arts  are 
fpent  ^5S 

I  caft  into  a  (hade. 
-  That  all-forgiving  king. 
The  type  of  him  above. 
That  inexhaufted  fpring 
Of  clemency  and  love ;  260 

Himfelf  to  his  next  felf  accused,  » 

And  aik'd  that  pardon  which  he  ne'er  refused : 
For  faults  not  his,  for  guilt  and  crimes 
Of  godlefs  men,  and  of  rebellious  times : 
For  an  hard  exile,  kindly  meant,  e6s 

When  his  ungrateful  conntry  fent 
Their  beft  Camillus  into  banifliment : 
And  forced  their  fovereign's  a6fc,  they  could  not 

his  confent. 

« 

Oh  how  much  rather  had  that  injured  chief 
Repeated  all  his  fufierings  paft  !  279 

Than  hear  a  pardon  begg'd  at  laft. 
Which  given  could  give  the  dying  no  relief: 
He  bent,  he  funk  beneath  his  grief: 
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His  dauntlefs  heart  would  fain  have  held 
From  weeping,  but  his  eyes  rebell'd.  275 

Perhaps  the  godlike  hero  in  his  bread 
Difd^n'd,  or  was  afliam'd,  to  (how 
So  weak,  fo  wooianifii  a  woe. 
Which  yet  the  brother  and  the  friend  fo  plen^ 
teoufly  confeft. 

IX. 

Amidft  that  filent  (hower,  the  royal  mind 
An  eafy  paiiage  found,  ss  i 

And  left  its  facred  earth  behind : 
Nor  murmuring  groan  expreft,  nor  laboufmg 

found, 
Nor  any  leaft  tumultuous  breath  ; 
Calm  was  his  life,  and  quiet  was  his  death,    us 
Soft  as  thofe  gentle  whifpers  were. 
In  which  the  Almighty  did  appear; 
By  the  ftill  voice  the  prophet  knew  him  there. 
That  peace  which  made  thy  profperous  r^gn  to 

ihine. 
That  peace  thou  leaveft  to  thy  imperial  Vme,  990 
That  peace,  oh  happy  fhadct  be  ever  thine ! 

Ver.  289.  £y  tkt  JHU  voice]  Orig*  edit  By  the  fdWJinmd 
&c.  Todd. 

Ibid.  Alluding  to  1  Kings  xix.  12.  **  Aud  after  tbe  fire  a 
fiill  fmaU  ipoieu'*  .  See  alfo  the  marginal  reading  of  Job  iv.  l6. 
**  I  heard  a  JiU  vcict^  faying.  Shall  mortal  man  be  more  juft 
th^nGodr  Todd, 
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X. 

For  all  thofe  joys  thy  reftoration  brought, 
For  all  the  miracles  it  wrought. 
For  all  the  healing  balm  thy  mercy  pour'd 
Into  the  nation's  bleeding  wound,  29s 

And  care  that  after  kept  it  found. 
For  numerous  bleffings  yearly  fhower'd, 
And  property  with  plenty  crown'd ; 
For  freedom,  ftill  maintained  alive. 
Freedom,  which  in  no  other  land  will  thrive, 
Freedom,  an  Engliih   fubjefl's  fole  preroga* 

tive,  301 

Without  whofe  charms  even  peace  would  be 
But  a  dull  quiet  ilavery : 
For  thefe  and  more,  accept  our  pious  praife ; 
Tis  all  the  fublidy  305 

The  prefent  age  can  raife, 
The  reft  is  charged  on  late  pofterity. 
Pofterity  is  charg'd  the  more, 
Becaufe  the  large  abounding  ftore 
To  them  and  to  their  heirs,  b  ftill  entail*d  by 

thee.  310 

Succeffion  of  a  long  defcent 
Which  chaflely  in  the  channels  ran. 
And  from  our  demi-gods  began. 
Equal  almoft  to  time  in  its  extent. 
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Through  hazards  numberlefs  and  great,         sis 
Thou  haft  derived  this  mighty  blefling  down. 
And  fixt  the  faireft  gom  that  decks  the  impe- 
rial crown : 
Not  fa6iion,  when  it  (hook  thy  regal  feat. 
Not  fenates,  infolently  loud, 
Thofe  echoes  of  a  ihoughtlefs  croud,  320 

Not  foreign  or  domeftic  treachery. 
Could  warp  thy  foul  to  their  uojuft  decree. 
So  much  thy  foes  thy  manly  mind  miftook, 
Who  judg'd  it  by  the  mildnefs  of  thy  look : 
Like  a  well-temperM  fword  it  bent  at  will ;    32s 
But  kept  the  native  toughnefs  of  the  fteel. 

XI. 

Be  true,  O  Clio,  to  thy  hero's  name  I 
But  draw  him  ftri6lly  foy 
That  all  who  view  the  piece  may  know ; 
He  needs  no  trappings  of  fi6titious  fame :     330 


Ver.  319*    Notfenafes,  v^foienffy  loud, 

Tkqft  echoes  of  a  tknvghtitfi  croud,] 

So  Cowper  in  a  uervons  and  animated  ftrain. 

Thy  fenate  is  a  fcene  of  civil  jar. 

Chaos  of  contrarieties  at  war. 

Where  (harp  and  folid,  phlegmatic  and  light, 

Difcordant  atoms  meet,  contend,  and  fight ; 

Where  Obfiioacy  takes  its  ftnrdy  itand, 

Todifconc^rt  what  Policy  has  planned ; 

Where  Policy  is  bufied  all  night  long 

In  fetting  right  what  Fai^on  has  fet  wrong. 

Expof.  118.  Vol.  !•' 
JO0N  Wa&tov. 
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The  load's  too  weighty :  thou  may'ft  'chufe 
Some  parts  of  praife^  afid  fome  refufe : 
Write,  that  his  annals  may  be  thought  more 

lavi(h  than  the  mufe. 
In  (canty  truth  thou  haft  confin'd 
The  virtues  of  a  roj^al  mind,  335 

Forgi^ngp  bounteous,  humble,  juft,  and  kind  : 
His  converfation,  wit,  and  parts, 
l)is  knowledge  in  the  nobleft  ufeful  arts. 
Were  fuch,  dead  authors  could  not  give  ; 
But  habitudes  of  thofe  who  live  ;  340 

Who,  lighting  him,  did  greater  lights  receive : 
He  drainM  from  all,  and  all  they  knew ; 
His  apprehenfion  quick,  his  judgment  true: 
That  the  rtioft  learp'd,  with  (hame,  confefs 
His  knowledge  more,  his  reading  only  l^fs.  345 


XII. 

Amidft  the  peaceful  triumphs  of  his  reign. 
What  wonder  if  the  kindly  beams  he  feed 
RevivM  the  drooping  arts  again. 
If  fcieince  raised  her  .head. 
And  foft  humanity  that  from  rebellion  fled : 

Ver.  34S.  Revived  the  drooping  art^l  Charles  was  very  in- 
Arumenta}  in  founding  and  promoting  the  Royal  Society ;  but 
it  has  been  faid^  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  inilitutions  ^oi 
academies  have  contributed  to  the  promotion  of  fcience  and  li- 
terature. Neither  Copernicus  nor  Kepler  were  members  of  any 
academy ;  nor  was  Newton  member  of  our  Royal  Society,  till  , 
be  had  made  his  moft  important  difcovcries.    None  of  the  great 
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Our  ifle,  indeed,  too  fruitful  was  before ;      35 1 

But  all  uncultivated  lay 

Out  of  the  folar  walk  and  heaven's  high  way ; 

"With  rank  Geneva  weeds  run  o'er, 

And  cockle,  at  the  beft,  amidft  the  corn  it  bore: 

The  royal  hufbandman  appeared,  356 

And  ploughed,  and  fow'd,  and  till'd, 

The  thorns  he  rooted  out,  the  rubbifti  clear'd. 

And  bleft  the  obedient  field. 

When  ftrait  a  double  harvett  rofe ;  360 

Such  as  the  fwarthy  Indian  mows ; 

Or  happier  climates  near  the  line. 

Or  paradife  manured,  and  dreft  by  hands  divine. 

XIII, 

As  when  the  new-born  phoenix  takes  his  way. 
His  rich  paternal  regions  to  furvey,  365 

inventions  have  been  owing  to  academies.  But  it  may  be  added, 
that  Alexander  aflifted  Ariftotle  with  a  vaft  colledion  of  animab  5 
the  caliph  Almoran  encouraged  philofophy ;  and  without  the 
French  academy,  Maupertms  would  not  have  unddrtakcn  bi» 
Philofophical  Journey  ;  nor  Taumrfort  hh  Voyages,  without  the 
encouragement  of  Louis  XIV.  Dr.  J.  Wartom. 

Ver.  364.     As  wken  the  naxhhorn  fkemix  &c.]     Dryden  had 
probably  Sannazarius  in  view,  De  Partu  Virg.  uo.  ik 
■  **  Qualis  noArum  cum  tendit  in  orbem, 

*^  PurpurriK  rutilat  pennis  nitidi/Iima  phoenix, 
''  Quam  variae  circum  volucres  comitantur  euntem/'  &c. 

To»D. 

Ibid.     As  when  the  neuhham  phstnix  takes  his  way^ 
His  rich  paternal  regions  to  furvey. 
Of  airy  chorifters  a  numerous  train 
Attend  his  wondrous  progrefs  o'er  the  plain  ;] 

Imitated  from  Buchanan  :— 

Sic  ubi  do  patrio  redivivus  funere  Phoenix 
Auroras  ad  popuios  redit,  et  cunabula  fecum 
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Of  airy  choriflers  a  numerous  train 

Attend  bis  wondrous  progrefs  o'er  the  plain ; 

So,  rifing  from  his  father's  urn. 

So  glorious  did  our  Charles  return  ; 

The  officious  mufes  came  along,  370 

A  gay  harmonious  quire,  like  angels  ever  young : 

The  mufe  that  mourns  him  now  his  happy  tri- 

u^phfung. 

£ven  they  could  thrive  in  his  aufpicious  reign ; 

And  fuch  a  plenteous  crop  they  bore 

Of  purefi:  and  well  winnow'd  grain,  375 

As  Britain  never  knew  before. 

Though  little  was  their  hire,  and  light  their 

gain. 
Yet  fomewhat  to  their  (hare  he  threw ; 
Fed  from  his  hand  they  fung  and  flew. 
Like  birds  of  paradife  that  livM  on  morning 

dew.  3S0 

Ipfi;  fua,  et  ciiicres  patris,  inferiafciue  decoris 
Fert  humeris ;  quacunquc  citis  aremigat  alis, 
Indigeuae  comitantur  aves,  celebrantque  canoro 
Agmine :  noii  iUas  fpecies  incofnita  tautum 
Aut  pidturata  capiunt  fpe^acula  pcnns&. 

Buchanan.  Silir.  p.  59* 
JofiN  Wartoit. 

Vcr.  380.  Like  birds  of  paradife  thai  Wd  tm  mommg  dew,1 
Ta vernier,  the  excellent  French  traveller,  fays,  that  it  is  a  vulgar 
error  that  the  birds  of  paradife  have  no  legs :  the  fa6t  is,  ^at 
they  gorge  and  over-fill  themfelves  by  feeing  on  the  nutmegs 
trees,  from  which  they  fall  down  in  a  kind  of  intoxication,  and 
the  emmett  eats  off  their  legs.  Lonis  XII I»  had  one  of  thefe 
Wrds,  and  a  very  beautiful  one,  that  had  two  legs. 

John  Wartov. 
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■ 

Oh  never  let  their. lays  his  naix^  forget ! 

The  penfioxi'of  a  prince's  praife  is  great. 

Live  then,  .thou  great  encooij^ger  of  arts. 

Live  ever  in  pur  thankful  hearts ;  * 

Live  blefl:  above,  almoft  invoked  below ;        S85 

Live  and  receive  this  pious  vow,    * 

Our  patron  once,  our  guardian  ang)^]  now. 

Thou  Fabius  of  a  (inking  ftate,     *        "    •    •'  * 

Whadidft  by  wife  delays  divert  our  fate. 

When  fH6iion  like  a  tempeft  roj^,     .      .       390 

In  death'4  moft  hideous  ^rm. 

Then  art  to  rage  thou  didft  oppg^fe^ 

To  weather  out  the  ftdrm :  •       .      * 

Not  quitting  thy  fupreme  command,^ 

Thou  heldft  the  rudder  with  a  fteady  hand,  394 

Till  fafely  on  the  fhore  the  bark  did  land : 

The  bark  that  all  our  bleffings  brought^*      ^ 

Charged  with  thyfelf  ^;id  James,  a  dpvblj  royal 

fraught.  '  • 

XIV.         ^  • 

OK  frail  eftate  of  human  things. 

And  flippery  hopes  below !  Apo 

Now  to  our  coft  your  emptinefi  we  know, 

For  'tis  a  leflbn  dearly  bought, 

AiTurance  here  is  never  to-be  fought. 

The  beft,  and  bed  belov'd  of  kings. 

And  beil  deferving  to  be  fo,  »  465 

When  fcarce  he  had  efcap'd  the  fetal  blow 

Of  fkaion  and  confpiracy, 
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Death  did  his  promised  .hopes  deftroy  : 

He  toird^  he  gain'd»  but  liv'd  oot  to  enjoy. 

What  mifts  of  Providence  are  tbe&  4io 

Through  which^we  canoot  fee ! 

So  faints,  by  fupernatural  power  fet  free, 

Are  left  at  laft  in  martyrdom  to  die ; 

Such  is  the  end  ofaftt  repeated  miracles. 

Forgiye  me, -Heaven,  that  impious  thought,  415 

.  'Twas  grief  for  Charles,  to  madnefs  wrought. 

That  queflion'd  thy  fupreme  decree ! 

Thou  didil  his  gracious  reign  prolong. 

Even  in  thy  faints  and  angels  wrong. 

His  fellow-citizens  of  immortality :  420 

For  twelve  long  years  of  exile  born. 

Twice  twelve  we  numbered  fince  his  bleft  return : 

So  ftriftly  wer't  thou  juft  to  pay. 

Even  to  the  driblet  of  a  day. 

Yet  ftiU  we  murmur,  and  complain,  435 

The  quails  and  manna  ihould  no  longer  rain ; 

Thofe  miracles  'twas  needlefs  to  renew  ; 

The  chofen  flock  has  now  the  promisM  land  in 

view. 

XV. 

A  warlike  prince  afcen^s  the  regal  ilate,    , 

A^prince  long  exercised  by  fate :     .     *  430 

Long  may  he  keep,  though  he  obtains  it  late# 

Heroes,  in  heaven's  peculiar  mould  are  caf):^ 

They  and  their  poets  are  not  form'd  in  hafte ; 

Man  was  the  firft  in  G  od's  defign,  and  man  was 

inade  the  laft. 


4S2  THRENODIA  AU6USTAUS. 

Falfe  heroes,  made  by  flattery  fo,  435 

Heaven  can  ftrike  out^  like  fparkles,  at  a  blow ; 

But  ere  a  prince  is  to  perfe6Uon  brought. 

He  cods  Omnipotence  a  fecond  thought. 

With  toil  and  fweat. 

With  hardniog  cold,  and  forming  heat,        440 

The  Cyclops  did  their  ftrokes  repeat. 

Before  the  impenetrable  ihield  was  wrought.^ 

It  looks  as  if  the  Maker  would  not  own 

The  noble  work  for  his. 

Before  ^twas  try'd  and  found  a  mafter-piece.  445 

XVI. 

-.  View  then  a  monarch  ripen'd  for  a  throne. 

Alcides  thus  his  race  began. 

O'er  infancy  he  fwiftly  ran ; 

The  future  god  at  firft  was  more  than  man : 

Dangers  and  toils,  and  Juno's  hate  450 

Even  o'er  his  cradle  lay  in  wait ; 

And  there  he  grappled  firft  with  fate : 

In  his  young  hands  the  hiffing  fnakes  he  preft. 

So  early  was  the  deity  confeft ; 

Thus  by  degrees  he  rofe  to  Jove's  imperial 

feat ;  455 

Thus    difficulties    prove   a    foul  legitimately 
great. 

Like  his,  our  hero's  infancy  was  try'd  : 

Betimes  tlie  furies  did  their  fnakes  provide ; 

And  to  his  infant  arms  oppofe 

His  father's  rebels,  and  his  brother's  foes ;    46o 

The  more  oppreii,  the  higher  ftill  he  rofe ; 
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Thofe  were  the  preludes  of  his  fate^  .  465 

That  formed  his  maohobd,  to  fubdue 
The  h^jdra  of  a  many-headed  biffing  crew* 

XVII. 

As  after  Numa's  peaceful  ireign, 
The  martial  Ancus  did  the  fcepter  wield^ 
Furbilh'd  the  rufty  fword  a^in,  470 

RefumM  the  long«forgotten  ihield, . 
And  led  the  Latins  to  the  doily  field ; 
So  Jamds  the  drowfy  genius  wakes 
Of  Britain  long  entt-anc'd  in  charmS, 
ReilifF and  {lumbering  on  its  arms:    ^  475 

'Tis  rous'd,  and  with  a  new^ftrung  nerve^  the 

fpear  already  {hakes. 
No  neighing  of  the  wai'rior  {leeds, 
Nofdrum,  or  louder  trumpet,  needs 
To  infpire  the  coward,  warm  the  cold. 
His  voice,  his  fole  appearance  makes  them  bold. 
Gaul  and  Batavia  dread  the  impending  bloiy ;  4Si 
Too  well  the  vigor  of  that  arm  they  know ; 
They  lick  the  du{i;,  and  crouch  beneath  their 

iatal  foe,  .   . 

Long  may  they  4ear  this  awful  prince, 
And  not  provoke  his  lingering  fword ;  48A 

Peace  is  their  only  fure  defence. 
Their  be{l  fecurity  his  word : 
In  all  the  changes  of  his  doubtful  date, 
His  truth,  like  heaven's,  was  kept  inviolate. 

For  him  to  promife  is  to  make  it  f^te,  490 

voii.  I.  Ff 
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His  valour  can  triumph  o'er  land  and  main  ; 
With  broken  oaths  his  fame  he  will  not  (lain ; 
With  conqued  bafely  bought^  and  witfapinglo* 


nous  gam*^ 


xvm. 


For  once,  Q  he«ven»  unf6ld  thy  adamantine 
book; 
And  let  bis  wondring  feaate  fee^  495 

If  not  thy  avm  iminutable  decree. 
At  lead  fh^  fecoad  pag#  of  ftcong  contin* 

g^ncy;      .        .        ^  .  '       ^ 

Snob  as  eonfifts  with  wUls  originally  free :' 
Let  them  with  gkd  amazement  look 
On  what  tbieir  Jhappin^fs  may  be  : 
Lei;  them  not  ftill  be  obftinatcly  blind,       ^  500 
Still  to  diverfr  the  good  thou  haft  defign  d. 
Or  with  maHgnant  penury, 
To  ftarvQ  the  royal  virtues  of  bis  mind. 
Faith  i$  a  Chriftian*^  and  a^fubje^  s  teft, 
Ob  give  them  to  believe^  and  they  are  iiir^ly 
bled.  505 

They  d^ ;  tnd  with  a  diftaat  view  I  fee 
The  amiended  vows  of  Engliik  loyalty. 
And  all  beyond  that  objed,  there  appears 
The  long  retinue  of  appoiperoos  reign, 
A  feries  of  fucoeisful^years^ 
In  orderly  array,  a  martial  manly  traio« 
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